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This week we
look at how
Darwin's first
lady mayor's
achievements
as part of a
series of
weekly
columns
depicting the
people, places
and projects
from our first
50 years.

Lord Maryor
Ella Stack.
photos NT
Litwary and
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hecomes

With the election of Or Ella Stack on
3 Moy 1975, Darwin had its st
female Mayor, loter to become
Darwin's very first Losd Mayos,

Dr Ellery {EHa) Mary Stack wus a
pona mafchl pracitionss win Pad

ma) [virg bn Disrwin sinos 1961, afier
sEaring B carms i New South Walss

She find served on Council aince
1065 prd o reportedly estabhehod o
reputation o 8 handworhing and
afpcivey Aldnrenan,

In 1975, Dr Stack wos
stand for tho Mupomity by ¢
fourrier Mayor, Marokd "Tiger' Bee

Brennan had decided not to re-stnng
fesr Mlavor in vew of Bis declining Beanh
ared P I g doitsands. of tha
poaition, particularty after
desiruction of Darwen by Cyclonn Tacy
in Depember 1974

Dr Stack stpced againal beo mals
canSdales and won oasily wilh more
Ihai 52 pei cent af the valid grsniry
vote, In 197 shy was re-elecing with
il of (he vale in & sivwdy

1t Limie a5 fapor, coveng
Vstnaction after Cycionn ¥
=t years of Northern Testitory self

W, was 0 poriod of sansion

the position
Mryor.

Shis was 50 0 by membes of tha
Danwin Reconstrection Cemmiasion and
oihet cyclone neded erganisations
through which she stranthersd her
mririty with o putsicon of Council

D Stack used 1he msyanal roke to ba

d promete the e of

Lord Mayor

an advocale and ambassada: for Darsin
ang is poopis,

S Wikt A BCTwe And wosl
supporior of projocts such as the
Cinrwin £0 Adelnise radway nrvd Darsin
Parformingg Arls Cante.

Qn beer waich, the Smith Strect Mall
wils @ comgiletad, in ah Ftemps 1o
resdtalise the CRD and help traders
competn apgaingt suburban sRopmEng
canirns.

in Novambaor 1975, Darwin was ghon
capiid ety sintus and De Stock aa
Mayor was proclaimed Lord Mayor by
Har heapesty 1hsa Quesn

A ey 1 D Stack 51550 dowii
trom: Goincl to unsuccesstully cormess
o et e Thi Narhedn Tarmitony
Leginintive Axsambéy After this ahe
TS 10 maddicad practicn,

S rismatinsd Betive in & numser af
hiralth and commundy organssations
such &4 5L John Ambulance, the
Menpies Schood of Health Aessach and
e Aussiralia Doy Couscil, Evaiitunliy,
she and her husband refind inberstate,
2003, Dy Stack returmsd 10 Darsin
to celshrate (e complation of the
Dorwin t0 Adeinice mdway,

She joined Mo Bermilory Chie

Clars Masrtin In plncing &
ridl cfipys into o

Sho used o raiwary clip peosenied to
e i Hufgerm i 1970 wheeh &1
promised wowld be msed if the ling evar
e 1L 1o Danwin

£ thee cenemony Or Stack recalled: *|
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fas heen fuifiled,




