
 

 

 

AGENDA 

  

International Relations Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 19 January 2022 

I hereby give notice that an International Relations Advisory Committee 
Meeting will be held on: 

Date: Wednesday, 19 January 2022 

Time: 10:30am - 12:00pm 

Location: Microsoft Team Meeting 
Click here to join the meeting  

Scott Waters 

Chief Executive Officer 
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1 Meeting Declared Open 

 

2 Acknowledgement of Country 

 

3 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

3.1 Apologies 

CEO of Darwin International Airport Tony Edmondstone 

CEO of Darwin Port Darren Lambourn 

Austrade Stephanie Smith 

3.2 Leave of Absence  

Nil 

3.3 Leave of Absence Notified 

Nil 

4 Electronic Attendance 

GM of Darwin Convention Centre Peter Savoff 

Chairman of Larrakia Nation Richard Fejo 

Ms Vida Goodvach 

Ms Rachel Beaumont-Smith 

Migration NT Pompea Sweet 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, NT Office Sandra Henderson 

Acting General Manager Innovation Dr Alice Percy 

5 Declaration of Interest 

 

6 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

International Relations Advisory Committee - 27 October 2021   

 

7 Actions Arising From Previous Minutes 

As in the below report. 
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8 Presentations 

Nil
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9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 2022 DARWIN DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil  

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report be received and noted. 

That the International Relations Advisory Committee appoints ________ to represent at the 
2022 Dragon Boat Festival Working Group. 

 

 
Purpose 

The report is for the Committee to appoint a member representing the Working Group and report 
back to the Committee on the progress of this event.   

Background 

City of Darwin received $89,000 from the National Foundation for Australia – China Relations to 
deliver the 2022 Darwin Dragon Boat Festival. City of Darwin will provide a cash contribution of 
$10,000 to match the funding as per the Funding Agreement. The Grant allows us to deliver this 
event in June 2022 or 2023 if international travel is impossible.  Please see Grant Recipients. 

Event Brief  

The 2022 Dragon Boat Festival (the Festival) will be held in Darwin in June 2022 or June 2023 if 
the international delegation cannot travel to Darwin in 2022. The Festival will be a two-day program 
consisting of the Darwin Excellence Showcase Day and the Dragon Boat Racing Day.  

The Dragon Boat Festival aims  

• To provide a platform for direct engagement with the Chinese government at the local and 
municipal level; 

• To bring together participants of Chinese heritage and those from the broader Australian 
community in the spirit of friendship and sporting competition 

• To promote cultural understanding and appreciation between Australia and China; 

• To support the City of Darwin’s wider community engagement and multicultural program; 

• To develop, promote and strengthen business and community ties between Australia and 
China. 

On Dragon Boat Racing Day (friendship type of boat race), the Chinese dragon boat teams and 
official delegations from Darwin's Sister and Friendship Cities in greater China (Haikou, Qingdao, 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Yuexiu District) will be invited to participate in the Festival together 
with local dragon boat teams, communities, and businesses in Darwin. The Darwin Excellence 
Showcase Day will promote Darwin and Australia to the visiting Chinese delegation. 

 It will comprise cultural exchange programs including food, performances, games, market stall, 
and an itinerary/program for the Chinese delegation will include a welcome reception, site visits, 

https://www.australiachinafoundation.org.au/national-foundation-australia-china-relations-2021-22-grant-recipients.
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tours,darwin business showcase and cultural activities to deepen their understanding of Darwin 
and the Australian culture.  

Dragon Boat Festival Working Group 

The Dragon Boat Festival Working Group (The Group) is set up to advocate, inform, and support 
Council to plan and deliver the Darwin Dragon Boat Festival. The Group provides support, 
knowledge, information, and connection to the City of Darwin to host the Dragon Boat Festival in 
June 2022 or June 2023 if the international delegation cannot travel to Darwin in 2022. 

The role of the Group is to:  

• Provide support and advice to City of Darwin on the planning and delivery of the Dragon 
Boat Festival 

• Share knowledge, information, expertise, and connection to City of Darwin to achieve its 
strategic outcomes of the Festival 

Membership will be representatives of Darwin‘s Chinese community and other key stakeholders 
and will reflect the skills and expertise required to meet the purpose and objectives of the Festival. 
The below stakeholders have been invited to the Working Group. 

 

Organisation 

Australia China Business Council NT 

Chinese Chamber of Commerce Northern Territory of Australia Inc. 

Charles Darwin University Confucius Institute  

Australia China Friendship Society NT Branch 

Australian Dragon Boat Federation and NT paddler representatives 

Chung Wah Society Inc (TBC) 

Sister City Advisory Committee (TBC) 

International Relations Advisory Committee (TBC) 

Top End Tourism (TBC) 

 

The Working Group meeting frequency will be confirmed at the first Working Group meeting in 
January. The International Relations Advisory Committee is invited to appoint a member 
representing the Working Group and report back to the Committee on the progress of this event.    
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9.2 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the report be received and noted. 

 

 
This is to update the Committee that the Committee Member, Josh Sattler, former General 
Manager of Innovation Growth Development Services(IGDS), is no longer working for the City of 
Darwin. Dr Alice Percy, Acting General Manager of Innovation and Executive Manager of Growth 
and Development Services, will represent from City of Darwin at the International Relation Advisory 
Committee.  

 

  



International Relations Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 19 January 2022 

 

Item 9.3 Page 10 

9.3 CONGRATS LETTER FROM INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the report be received and noted. 

That the Committee endorses to provide a congratulation letter to Stephanie Smith for having a 
baby. 

 

 
This report is to update that Committee member Stephanie Smith from Austrade is currently on 
maternity leave, and this report is seeking endorsement from the Committee to write a 
congratulation letter to her on having a baby.    
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10 MEMBER REPORTS 

10.1 SEVEN SEASONS, SEVEN SENSES INCUBATOR PROGRAM 

Author: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: 1. Tourism Vision   
2. Tourism Framework   
3. Revised Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Vision    

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Council Officers will be recommending the following recommendations at a subsequent Council 
meeting: 

1. THAT the report entitled Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program be received and 
noted.  

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information regarding the Seven Seasons, 
Seven Senses Incubator Program recently developed through the Destination Darwin Tourism 
Vision and Framework in response to Darwin’s COVID-19 tourism emergency and in support of 
the NT Tourism’s regional destination management planning.  

KEY ISSUES 

• Darwin is facing a tourism emergency and the experiences unique to our municipality have 

been under developed for a long period of time. 

• At a workshop in October 2020, City of Darwin in collaboration with key stakeholders 

developed a vision and preliminary framework for Darwin as a destination.  

• This vision has now evolved into development of a Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator 

Program led by City of Darwin in collaboration with key stakeholders. This provides City of 

Darwin with an opportunity to foster and build capability in an important economic sector for 

our city at a time of significant importance and opportunity in responding from the global 

pandemic 

• Tourism NT is currently developing a series of regional destination management plans and is 

sub categorising Greater Darwin within this regional planning as a unique destination. The 

Seven Seasons vision has been included within their draft destination management plan. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

Discussions with Tourism NT and Tourism Top End in early October 2020 proposing the 
development of a vision for Darwin as a destination were met with enthusiasm and welcomed 
the opportunity as such to align with the current development of the regional destination 



International Relations Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 19 January 2022 

 

Item 10.1 Page 12 

management plans being delivered across the Northern Territory at present.  

It was proposed by City of Darwin to facilitate a workshop to investigate with a key cohort of 
stakeholders the strengths and weaknesses and also the opportunities and threats the City of 
Darwin presents in 2021-2030. The workshop was facilitated by the team at Travconsult and the 
attached vision and the development of a preliminary framework was proposed. Refer 
Attachment 1 Framework and Attachment 2 vision presentation.  

Continued discussions with key stakeholders have led to development of an updated vision 
(Attachment 3) with seven seasons and seven senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, scent, spirit 
and being) and development of the Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program.  

The goal of the Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program is to develop and share 
distinctly Darwin experiences with domestic and international visitors via the unique lens of the 
Larrakia people. A journey of seven seasons to awaken the seven senses; to engage with 
stories of the past, celebrate those of the present and together, create new guest experiences 
for future generations. 

The Program will: 

• Develop local business capabilities to deliver compelling seven seasons, seven senses 
experiences and empower industry with the tools and skills necessary to deliver the 
vision. 

• Educate stakeholders on how to incorporate the seven seasons, seven senses vision 
and concepts into building unique experiences with correct and consistent messaging. 

• Create market share by educating key trade partners and potential visitors on seven 
seasons, seven senses. 

• Develop high quality experiences with captivating stories that showcase the seven 
seasons, seven senses. 

• Build high level service standards at the tourism face to meet and exceed service needs 
and expectations of visitors. 

• Monitor the results of marketing and visitor satisfaction. 

• Monitor the extent to which the program increases the visitor length of stay and the 
spread of stay across the seven seasons. 

• Continually improve capacity, capability and consistency and encourage growth, 
innovation, changing needs and expectations of domestic and international markets. 

This is an opportunity to build capability of local businesses, promote Darwin as a unique 
destination and extend the visitor season across the year ultimately leading to further 
investment and economic growth for Darwin businesses and the greater Darwin region. With an 
estimated 10 per cent increase in just domestic visitor nights this leads to additional direct 
effects of: 

• $82.5 million in expenditure 

• 315 long term jobs 

• $35.8 million in value added expenditure 

Larrakia Nation, the Darwin Convention Centre, Hospitality NT, Neuron and NT Airports have 
confirmed that they are keen to be involved in the Program.  

The Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program will be delivered in stages, with Stage 1 
‘Introducing the Seven Seasons, Seven Senses vision’ already underway by TravConsult. Stage 
1 includes a gap analysis, support with building awareness in the community, and delivery of a 
stakeholder engagement workshop in February 2022 with selective tourism businesses (small, 
medium, large) to ensure buy-in at all levels so that the businesses understand what is in it for 
them and are ready to collaborate, partner and move forward with a launch in the dry season 
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when the Discover Darwin website is launched.   

A Tender was released on the 16 December 2021 to deliver Stage 2 of the Seven Seasons, 
Seven Senses Incubator Program to build capability of local Darwin businesses to create unique 
seven Larrakia season, seven senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, scent, spirit and being) 
tourism experiences that will ultimately extend the visitor season across the year, leading to 
further investment and economic growth for the greater Darwin region.  

Stage 3 – creating market share via demand and Stage 4 – ongoing support and marketing will 
be tendered at a later date.  

The opportunity that a vision that not only promotes Darwin as a destination but also clearly 
outlines the framework for industry and stakeholders to build capability in the development of 
these experience marks a transformational shift for our city and as such accelerates the 
realisation of these benefits associated for our economy and our Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
recovery.  

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as an iconic destination. 

CRITICAL DATES Ongoing program 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   $160,000 Stage 1 and 2 

Is Funding identified:  Yes 

Budget No:   Neuron income 

This initiative will be funded by City of Darwin.   

Partners will also potentially contribute following success of Stage 1 
and 2. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed in 
partnership with stakeholders  

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation:  Local Government Act 2019 

Policy:    Policy No. 013 – Tourism Promotion 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

 

Engagement Level: Involve    

Tactics:  Workshop delivered in 2020 and further proposed workshop 
in February with industry and stakeholders. 
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COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

 

Internal Nil  

External Northern Territory Tourism, Tourism Top End, Larrakia 
Nation, NT Airport, Convention Centre, Hospitality NT and others. 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Nil  

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in 
relation to this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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10.2 DARWIN INTERNATIONAL VIRTUAL TRADE SHOW 2022 UPDATE 

Author: Manager International Business Relations  

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil  

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 be received and 
noted. 

2. THAT Committee members are invited to participate in the event as keynote speakers 
and/or facilitators of a workshop, based on their skills, capacity, and interest.   

3. THAT the Committee members provide the below feedback/advice on the two-day event 
programs to City of Darwin to plan the event:  

 

        ---------------------------- 

 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update to the Committee on the Darwin International 
Virtual Trade Show 2022 and to seek feedback from the Committee on the two-day event 
program. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The Darwin International Virtual Trade Show is planned for the 22 and 23 June 2022 and 

will include presentations, workshops and facilitated one on one meetings. 

• The Trade Show will include participants from Darwin, and it’s Sister and Friendship Cities.  

• The Committee members are invited to participate in the event based on skills, capacity and 

interest. It could be delivering a presentation, exhibiting, or being a facilitator of a workshop, 

if appropriate, in tourism, education, migration, doing business, and investment.  
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DISCUSSION 

Background  

As per International Relations Advisory Committee (IRAC) Terms of Reference, the IRAC 
operates to provides support, knowledge, information and connection to City of Darwin’s 
International Relations strategic direction endorsed by City of Darwin. 

 

Event Brief 

The Trade Show is a two-day online program that encourages businesses and organisations 
from Darwin, and it’s Sister and Friendship Cities to create relationships and opportunities 
worldwide.  

The Trade Show will include presentations, workshops, and facilitated one-on-one meetings. 
Topics will include, for example, tourism, education, migration, business, and investment.   

The Trade Show will be free for participants, including Ambon, Anchorage, Dili, Haikou, 
Kalymnos, Milikapiti, Denpasar, Guangzhou, Honolulu, Qingdao, and Santa Cruz. There are 
currently 95 businesses from 8 cities participating in Stage 1 of the Darwin International Virtual 
Trade Show.  

To find out who is participating in Stage 1, go to https://discover.darwin.nt.gov.au/international-
expo/ 

 
Update  
 
City of Darwin has sought three quotes to develop the Trade Show platform and service and is 
currently assessing the quotes. 
 
All the participating businesses and governments have been invited to provide input on the two-
day event Agenda through an online survey. The survey will close on 20 January 2022. Please 
see the survey here or click the link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2ZFCR9N 
 
The participating businesses are required to bring their translators. The Sister City Committee 
members have been invited to provide backup volunteer translation services for the businesses 
and organisations during the event dates.  
 
The below languages have been sought: 
 

• Bahasa 

• Mandarin 

• Greek 
 
 

Next step 

• Trade Show platform development  

• Two–day program development 

• Lord Mayor welcome video production 

• Formal invitations in March/April 
 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the Ordinary Meeting on 14 July 2020, Council resolved: 

THAT Council, pursuant to Section 32 (2) of the Local Government Act 2008 has delegated to 
the Chief Executive Officer the power to allocate the Sister City Committee budget to key 
projects to best achieve policy objectives, on the Committee's recommendation.   

https://discover.darwin.nt.gov.au/international-expo/
https://discover.darwin.nt.gov.au/international-expo/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2ZFCR9N
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2ZFCR9N
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STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

4 A Smart and Prosperous City 

4.2 By 2030, Darwin will have attracted and retained more residents 
and will offer sustainable investment opportunities 

CRITICAL DATES 
22 and 23 June 2022 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:  Sister City Committee  

Is Funding identified:  yes 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

NA 

Policy:  

International Relations and Sister Cities 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

NA 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

NA 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

NA 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

NA 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 

 

  



International Relations Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 19 January 2022 

 

Item 10.3 Page 73 

10.3 INTERNATIONAL BID CHAMPION GRANT PROGRAM 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the report be received and noted. 

 

 

THIS REPORT WILL BE PRESENTED BY MR PETER SAVOFF. 

 

BRIEF  
 

In late 2021, the Darwin Convention Centre launched its International Bid Champion Grant 
Program, another initiative to grow international conferences to the Darwin Convention Centre for 
both the immediate and longer-term economic benefit to Darwin.  

 

The Grant of $10,000 per annum (to be shared by no more than two successful applications) is 
intended to build awareness of Darwin as a premier events destination by partnering with 
academic and industry specialists in the local community, to leverage resources and expertise in 
attracting future international conferences to Darwin.   

 

International conferences can be the drivers of knowledge sharing and provide positive economic 
opportunities for our city, such as innovation, investment, and the attraction of global talent. 

 

The benefits of an international Bid Champion from Darwin include: 

- Raising the profile of the individual and the organisation of which they are part 

- Recognition of Darwin as being the home of leaders in specific academic/industry fields, 
thereby growing the reputation of its institutions (e.g., CDU) and specialist industry sectors 

- Providing excellent international networking and knowledge sharing opportunities 

- Being the instigator of potential long term economic benefit to Darwin (e.g., attracting 
international students and industry investment) 

- Opportunity for professional development in specific academic fields of study and industry 
specialties, for the wider local community 

 

An overview of the International Bid Champion Grant Program will be also be presented in a 
short 3-minute video presentation.   
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 

11.1 VERBAL UPDATES 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the report be received and noted. 

 

 

The verbal updates and general business raised by the Committee members.     
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12 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held from 10.30 am – 12.00 am on Thursday 14 April 2022 

13 Closure of Meeting 

 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at  am. 
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MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, HARRY CHAN AVENUE, 
DARWIN 

ON WEDNESDAY, 27 OCTOBER 2021 AT 10:30AM - 12:00PM 

 

PRESENT: Tourism Top End representative Samantha Bennett, CEO of Darwin Port 
Darren Lambourn, General Manager of Darwin Convention Centre Peter 
Savoff, Chairman of Larrakia Nation Richard Fejo, Northern Territory 
Government representative Pompea Sweet, Austrade representative 
Stephanie Smith, Chair of the Sister City Advisory Committee Vida Ruth 
Goodvach, Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris, The Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis Lord 
Mayor City of Darwin. 

 

OFFICERS:      Alice Percy - Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Madeleine Haslett - Business Partner Economic Development & International 
Relations 

      

APOLOGY: Sandra Henderson - Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade NT Office 

 Joshua Sattler- General Manager Innovation, Growth & Development Services  

 Tony Edmondstone - CEO of Darwin International Airport  

 

GUESTS: Kathleen Heelan - President United Nations Association of Australia NT & 
Chair Australian Indonesian Business Council NT 
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5 Declaration of Interest of Members and Staff .................................................................... 4 

6 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ...................................................................................... 4 

7 Actions Arising from Previous Minutes ............................................................................. 4 

8 Presentations ....................................................................................................................... 5 

9 Officer Reports ..................................................................................................................... 5 

9.1 Memorandum of Understanding of Sister City Relationship with Denpasar .............. 5 

9.2 Discover Darwin & International Expo ...................................................................... 5 

9.3 Diwali Lighting the City of Darwin ............................................................................. 5 

9.4 Terms of Reference ................................................................................................. 5 

9.5 Friendship City Between Darwin And Joetsu, Japan ................................................ 6 
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10 Member Reports .................................................................................................................. 6 

10.1 Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation - Richard Fejo .............................................. 6 

10.2 NTG’s draft International Engagement, Trade and Investment Strategy - 
Update - Pompea Sweet .......................................................................................... 6 

11 General Business................................................................................................................. 6 

11.1 Proposal to Develop a Sister City Relationship London, UK. .................................... 6 

11.2 Intent to form a Friendship City with Singapore ........................................................ 7 

11.3 Tanimbar Islands - Saumlaki Yamdena Friendship City ........................................... 7 

11.4 Australia Timor-Leste Friendship Network ................................................................ 7 

11.5 Verbal Updates – Committee Members .................................................................... 7 

12 Next Meeting ........................................................................................................................ 8 

The date for the next meeting has not yet been scheduled ....................................................... 8 
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1 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 10:30 pm. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

City of Darwin acknowledges that we are living and working on Larrakia Country. We acknowledge 
the Larrakia people as the Traditional Owners of the Darwin region. We pay our respects to the 
Larrakia elders past and present and support emerging Larrakia leaders now and into the future. 
City of Darwin is committed to working together with all Larrakia to care for this land and sea for 
our shared future. 

3 APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE    

3.1 Apologies  

Sandra Henderson – Director of Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade NT Office  

Joshua Sattler- General Manager of Innovation, Growth & Development Services  

Tony Edmondstone - CEO of Darwin International Airport  

3.2 Leave of Absence  

Nil 

3.3 Leave of Absence Notified  

Nil 

4 ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

Nil 

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

5.1 Declaration of Interest by Members 

Nil 

5.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff 

Nil 

6 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS   

Moved: Lord Mayor Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

That the Minutes of the International Relations Advisory Committee held on 7 July 2021 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 

    
 

7 ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Nil 
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8 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 

9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING OF SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP WITH 
DENPASAR 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Lord Mayor Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis 
Seconded: Convention Centre Peter Savoff 
 

1. THAT the report entitled ‘Memorandum of Understanding of Sister City Relationship with 
Denpasar’, be received and noted. 

2. THAT the International Relations Advisory Committee review the Draft Action Plan and 
provide feedback at the International Relations Advisory Committee meeting on 27 October 
2021.  

CARRIED 

 

9.2 DISCOVER DARWIN & INTERNATIONAL EXPO 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Sister City Chair Vida Ruth Goodvach 
 
1. THAT the report entitled ‘Discover Darwin & International Expo’ be received and noted. 

2. THAT Committee members share the International Sister City Expo website with their 
networks in order to increase the number of organisations on the platform. 

CARRIED 

 

9.3 DIWALI LIGHTING THE CITY OF DARWIN 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Migration NT Pompea Sweet 
Seconded: Sister City Chair Vida Ruth Goodvach 
 
THAT the report entitled ‘Diwali Lighting the City of Darwin’ be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 

9.4 TERMS OF REFERENCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Lord Mayor Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis 
Seconded: Sister City Chair Vida Ruth Goodvach 
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1. THAT the report entitled ‘Terms of Reference’ be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

  

9.5 FRIENDSHIP CITY BETWEEN DARWIN AND JOETSU, JAPAN 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Lord Mayor Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
 
1. THAT the report entitled ‘Friendship City Between Darwin And Joetsu, Japan’ be received 
and noted. 

CARRIED 

 

10 MEMBER REPORTS 

10.1 LARRAKIA NATION ABORIGINAL CORPORATION - RICHARD FEJO 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Sister City Chair Vida Ruth Goodvach 
Seconded: Migration NT Pompea Sweet 
 
That the report be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 

10.2 NTG’S DRAFT INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT, TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
STRATEGY - UPDATE - POMPEA SWEET 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Moved: Lord Mayor Hon. Konstantine Vatskalis  
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
 
That the verbal report be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

  

11 GENERAL BUSINESS 

11.1 PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A SISTER CITY RELATIONSHIP LONDON, UK. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the verbal proposal by Committee Member Richard Fejo be received and noted. 
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The Committee is interested in forming a Friendship City Relationship with London, but asks that 
more information on potential benefits and current relations be presented at the next committee 
meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

11.2 INTENT TO FORM A FRIENDSHIP CITY WITH SINGAPORE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the verbal report be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

 
 

11.3 TANIMBAR ISLANDS - SAUMLAKI YAMDENA FRIENDSHIP CITY 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the verbal report be received and noted. 

CARRIED 

   

11.4 AUSTRALIA TIMOR-LESTE FRIENDSHIP NETWORK  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the verbal report be received and noted. 

Further details to be circulated to Committee Members after the meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

11.5 VERBAL UPDATES – COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the verbal reports be received and noted. 

Sister City Advisory Committee Update – Chair 

The Sister City Advisory Committee would like to become more engaged with Milikapiti and is 
hoping to gain a standing invitation for a representative of Milikapiti and the Committee to attend 
the NAIDOC ball each year, along with organising an activity to take place in Milikapiti mid-2022. 

Guangzhou Invite – Lord Mayor 

Guangzhou China invited the Lord Mayor to attend the opening in the 130th China Import and 
Export Fair Virtually. This Lord Mayor attended virtually on Thursday the 14 October 2021. 

Work Retraction Campaign - Pompea Sweet 

The aim of the campaign is to increases migration by driving awareness of the NT as a location for 
migration. The Campaign will be rolled out in three phases which will focus on Awareness, 
Relocation, and Validation. 

Business & Skilled Migration Strategy - Pompea Sweet 
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A five year Strategy to build the NT as a competitive and desirable location  for migration. The 
strategy will also analyse and raise awareness of the economic contribution skilled migrants bring 
to the Territory. 

CARRIED 

 

12 NEXT MEETING 

The date for the next meeting has not yet been scheduled  

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 11.30. 


