
 

 

 

AGENDA 

  

Arts and Cultural Development 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 7 February 2024 

I hereby give notice that a Arts and Cultural Development Advisory 
Committee Meeting will be held on: 

Date: Wednesday, 7 February 2024 

Time: 3:30 PM 

Location: Meeting Room Bidjpidji (Meeting Room 1) 
Level 1, Civic Centre 
Harry Chan Avenue, Darwin 

  

Simone Saunders 

Chief Executive Officer 
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ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 

Councillor Morgan Rickard 

Community Member Kelly Blumberg 

Community Member Derrick Cheong 

Community Member Alyson Evans 

Community Member Teghan Hughes 

Community Member Rachael Shanahan 

Multicultural Council of the NT Edwin Joseph 

Darwin Entertainment Centre Melissa White 

Arts NT Anja Tinapple 

Larrakia Nation Amber Shepherd 

Alternate Councillor Jimmy Bouhoris 

 

OFFICERS 

Arts and Cultural Development Officer, Jenelle Saunders 

Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services, Angela O’Donnell 
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9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 UPDATE ON CREATIVE STRATEGY 2024 - 2030  

Author: Arts and Cultural Development Officer  

Authoriser: Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report Update on City of Darwin’s Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030 be received and 
noted. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to update the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee 
on City of Darwin’s Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030  

KEY ISSUES 

Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services Angela O’Donnell to update on the 

following:  

▪ The Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030 has been developed into a fully designed 

document following the Council endorsement of the text version on 31 October 2023. 

 

▪ Council was presented with the final designed copy at the Council Briefing on 

Tuesday 30 January, in preparation for the 6 February 2024 Ordinary Council 

meeting. 

 

▪ Council was presented with a budget/funding implementation proposal against all 

items in the Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030, for consideration during the 2024/2025 

budget process.  

 

▪ The document remains confidential until full designed copy has been approved and 

Council launches the strategy to the public early 2024.  

 

▪ Next steps for the Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030  
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DISCUSSION 

The Committee will be updated on the final stages of the Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030 and 
next steps after endorsement of the final designed document by Council at the Ordinary meeting 
on 6 February 2024.  

The document remains confidential until Council launches the final designed copy for 
endorsement in early 2024. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have 
pride in our cultural identity  

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL / 
RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Revive National Cultural Policy for Australia  

0084 Public Art Cultural Development Policy  

City of Darwin Strategic Plan 

CONSULTATION, 
ENGAGEMENT & 
COMMUNICATION 

Engagement Level: Receive and Discuss 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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9.2 TERMS OF REFERENCE REVIEW 

Author: Arts and Cultural Development Officer  

Authoriser: Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services  

Attachments: 1. Terms of Reference - Tracked Changes - Functions and 
Membership    

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Council Officers plan to recommend the following at a subsequent Council meeting: 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Terms of Reference – Arts and Cultural Development 
Advisory Committee be received and noted. 

2. THAT the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee endorsed the proposed 
changes to the Functions and Membership sections at Attachment 1 and refer these to 
Council for approval. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement on the review of the Arts and Cultural 
Development Advisory Committee’s Functions and Membership sections of the terms of 
reference. 

KEY ISSUES 

1. In accordance with the current terms of reference a review is to take place. 
 

2. At the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee meeting on 22 November 
2023, the committee were informed that a review would be undertaken at the first 
scheduled meeting in 2024. 

 
3. City of Darwin officers have conducted a review of the Functions and Membership 

sections and the suggested changes are presented for endorsement. 
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DISCUSSION 

A review of the Functions and Membership sections of the terms of reference has been 
undertaken and suggested changes are contained in the document at Attachment 1 as track 
changes. 

Following consideration of the suggested changes at the meeting, City of Darwin’s Governance 
team will incorporate these into the standard template for Council’s approval. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 22 November 2023 meeting, the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee 
resolved: 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA007/23 

That the Advisory Committee notes that the Terms of Reference will be reviewed at the first 
scheduled meeting in 2024. 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.2 Roles and Relationships  

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL / 
RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2019 

CONSULTATION, 
ENGAGEMENT & 
COMMUNICATION 

Nil 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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9.3 UPDATE ON PROJECTS 

Author: Arts and Cultural Development Officer  

Authoriser: Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report Update on Projects be received and noted. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on current and upcoming arts projects within 
the City of Darwin Arts and Cultural Development portfolio. 

KEY ISSUES 

Arts and Cultural Development Officer Jenelle Saunders to provide an update on:  

 

▪ Irrigation Tanks Artworks Project Next Series 

  

▪ Lightbox Exhibitions Program March - August Series 

 

▪ Happy Place 2.0 (East Point Reserve Artworks) Update 
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DISCUSSION 

City of Darwin is committed to supporting and growing the local creative, arts and cultural 

communities for the benefit of all who live, work, visit and study here.  

In line with our newly developed Creative Strategy (scheduled to go to Council on 6 February 

2024) Officers have prioritised projects that fit under the 3 priority areas of Celebrating Larrakia, 

Distinctly Darwin and Invigorating Spaces.  

Irrigation Tanks Artworks Project   

Officers worked with artists who had submitted high quality EOIs for the Nightcliff Village 
Masterplan but were unsuccessful for that opportunity to develop an approach across Wards in 
partnership with the team from Operations Centre.  
 
The Irrigation Tanks Artwork project contracts local artists to create and design new works for 
the purposes of upgrading and beautifying local infrastructure in the community. The project 
allows for collaborations between visual artists and digital artist-designers and responds to the 
themes of water, local ecology, and the natural elements within the Darwin region. The first 
series was completed in December 2023 and features works by Denise Quall in collaboration 
with Ciella Williams across four water tanks in the Waters Ward. 
 
The next series will feature three artworks by local artist-designer Danny Crichton set for tanks 
located throughout the Richardson ward and another artwork by local Larrakia Artist Jason Lee, 
which will be situation in the CBD and within the Lyons ward. 

Danny’s artworks, The Coastal Nature series, will feature a playful interpretation of local flora 

and fauna as seen in and around the northern suburbs coastal areas. The series looks at 

beauty and repetition in nature and will be realised through bright and bold colour options.  

Jason Lee’s artwork design Gunamidirra (meaning saltwater in Larrakia) will be realised in a 

new colourway for this project and reflects the presence, life, and importance of saltwater to 

Darwin as connected to its country and peoples. Gunamidirra currently features on a range of 

infrastructure including planter boxes in blue colourway throughout 

the CBD.  

Left: Sample of Jason Lee’s Gunamidirra artwork in pink 

colourway, to be reimagined for a tank site specific design.  

Examples of draft tank design concepts by Danny and Jason will 

be provided in meeting for Committee members to view. Artworks 

will become public once installed onto infrastructure early 2024.  

 

 

 

Lightbox Exhibitions Program March – August Series 

Arts Access Darwin will curate the next Lightbox Exhibitions series, featuring artworks by artists 

who are involved with their Free Space Studio Collective initiative. Free Space Studio is a 

dedicated visual arts program designed to work with, support and elevate artists with disabilities, 

run by Arts Access Darwin and as part of Darwin Community Arts.  

Amina McConvell, coordinator of the program, will curate the 10 Years in the Studio (working 

title) lightbox series which will focus on a retrospective selection of abstract, expressive works 

by ten studio artists. The works connect with concepts of creative perception, self-

understanding, and identity. This series endeavours to provide a space for imaginative 
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interactions with the artists’ interior and exterior worlds, reflecting and defining the spaces they 

live, work and create in. It also aims to elevate and celebrate the Free Space Studio program, 

its artists, the skills and the body of works they have achieved over a decade of operation. The 

series will be launched early March and will run until the end of August 2024.  

The annual call out for Expressions of Interest (EOI’s) for curators for the following 12 months of 

exhibitions will open in April 2024.  

The Lightbox Exhibitions Program offers an opportunity to showcase local artworks of high 

calibre, based on a shared and relevant theme and curated by a local creative. The program 

considers applications including traditional visual art forms, photography, graphic and digital 

artforms and printmaking. Visual artists of all ages, backgrounds, and stages in their career are 

encouraged to apply. 

Happy Place 2.0 (East Point Reserve Artworks) Update 

Gloria Richards series The Happy Place 2.0 project at East Point Reserve is well underway with 
three of the proposed original artworks on public furniture items now completed.  
Some modifications have been made to proposed locations due to significant wearing and 
damage identified after the original scope. Alternative locations have been confirmed within the 
East Point reserve which provide high visibility and variations. These include a second bench 
seat within the Monsoon Forest Trail and a vinyl wrap design to feature on a water tank by Lake 
Alexander. All artworks are sealed and graffiti coated. 
 
Gloria infuses tones from the local ocean and bush landscape and embeds them into the design 
concepts, responding to where Larrakia land meets the Arafura Sea and the associated human 
activities and ways of being that take place in this location. Each artwork will be a site-specific 
construct of intricate patterns and interlocking forms that evoke the essence and energy of 
Darwin’s vibrant tropical life and draw from a bold and varied colour palette.  

The series of works are scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2024 and are party 
funded through a Tourism Town Asset Grant and City of Darwin.  
 

  
Dudley Point                                                                 Near Gun Turret  
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Bench Seat in Monsoon Forest Trail                          Dudley point, Gloria seated 

Photos by: Charlie Bliss 

 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have 
pride in our cultural identity  

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL / 
RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION, 
ENGAGEMENT & 
COMMUNICATION 

Engagement Level: for note and discussion 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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10 MEMBER REPORTS 

10.1 NT ARTS STRATEGY  

Author: Arts and Cultural Development Officer 

Authoriser: Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the verbal report provided on the NT Arts Strategy be received and noted. 

 

 
Arts NT Senior Manager Arts Policy and Strategy, Anja Tinapple, to verbally brief the Committee 
on the development of the 10 Year NT Arts Strategy and the Have Your Say NT survey.  
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 

Community Member Kelly Blumberg 

Corrugated Iron Youth Arts Update 

Enrolments are open for Corrugated Iron Youth Art’s Term 1 workshop program – Workshops are 
held in Nightcliff and Palmerston in Drama, Circus and Backstage skills. 
This year is Corrugated Iron Youthg Art’s 40th Birthday!  Corrugated Iron looks forward to launching 
their program of events in March that will span across the year.  
Check their website for more details: www.corrugatediron.org.au 
 

12 Next Meeting 

Wednesday 8 May 2024, 3:30 – 5:00pm.  

13 Closure of Meeting 
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MINUTES 

Arts and Cultural Development 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 22 November 2023 
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MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE MEETING ROOM BIDJPIDJI (MEETING ROOM 1), LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, 
HARRY CHAN AVENUE, DARWIN 

ON WEDNESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 3:30 PM 

 

PRESENT: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell  

 Councillor Morgan Rickard  

 Community Member Kelly Blumberg  

 Community Member Derrick Cheong  

 Community Member Rachael Shanahan  

 Multicultural Council of the NT Edwin Joseph  

 Arts NT Michaela Nutt. 

 

OFFICERS: Jenelle Saunders (Arts and Cultural Development Officer)  

 Jess Ong (Arts and Cultural Development Officer) 

 Heather Docker (Community Development Officer) 

 Clare Black (Acting Executive Manager Community and Cultural Services) 

 

APOLOGY: Larrakia Nation Amber Shepherd  

 Community Member Alyson Evans  

 Darwin Entertainment Centre Melissa White  

 

Order Of Business 

1 Open Meeting ......................................................................................................... 3 

2 Acknowledgement of Country ............................................................................................ 3 

3 Apologies ................................................................................................................ 3 

4 Electronic Attendance ......................................................................................................... 3 

5 Declaration of Interest of Members and Staff .................................................................... 4 

6 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ...................................................................................... 4 

7 Actions Arising from Previous Minutes ............................................................................. 4 

8 Presentations ....................................................................................................................... 4 

9 Officer Reports ..................................................................................................................... 4 

9.1 Frequency of Meetings and Review ......................................................................... 4 

9.2 Update on Development of City of Darwin Creative Strategy 2024 - 2030 ................ 8 

9.3 Update on Projects ................................................................................................... 8 

10 Member Reports .................................................................................................................. 8 
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11 General Business................................................................................................................. 8 

11.1 Acknowledgement of Winners at NT Performing Arts Awards .................................. 8 

12 Next Meeting ........................................................................................................................ 8 

13 CLOSE MEETING .................................................................................................... 9 

  

1 OPEN MEETING 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA004/23 

Moved: Councillor Morgan Rickard 
Seconded: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 3.34 pm. 

CARRIED 7/0 

 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

City of Darwin acknowledges that we are living and working on Larrakia Country. We acknowledge 
the Larrakia people as the Traditional Owners of the Darwin region. We pay our respects to the 
Larrakia elders past and present and support emerging Larrakia leaders now and into the future. 
City of Darwin is committed to working together with all Larrakia to care for this land and sea for 
our shared future. 

 

3 APOLOGIES 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA005/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

Larrakia Nation Amber Shepherd, Community Member Alyson Evans, Darwin Entertainment 
Centre Melissa White 

CARRIED 7/0 

1.2 Leave of Absence  

Nil 

1.3 Leave of Absence Notified  

Nil 

2 ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

Community Member Rachael Shanahan,  

Multicultural Council of the NT Edwin Joseph 
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3 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

3.1 Declaration of Interest by Members 

Standing Declarations: 

Kelly Blumberg  - Employed by Corrugated Iron Youth Arts 

CJ Fraser Bell - Employed by Brown’s Mart Theatre  

3.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff 

Nil 

4 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA006/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

That the minutes of the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee Meeting held on 30 
August 2023 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 7/0 

    

5 ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Nil 

6 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 

7 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS AND REVIEW 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA007/23 

Moved: Multicultural Council of the NT Edwin Joseph 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

1. THAT the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee adopts the following schedule for 
the holding of meetings in 2024: 

(a) Four (4) meetings to be held in 2024 

(b) Meetings to be held on Wednesdays in February, May, August and November 

(c) Meetings to be held on: 

(i) 7 February 2024 

(ii) 8 May 2024 

(iii) 28 August 2024 

(iv) 20 November 2024 

(d) Meetings to be held from 3:30pm to 5:00pm 
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(e) Meetings to be held at the City of Darwin, Civic Centre with the option to meet online 
when needed. 

 

3. That the Arts and Advisory Committee notes the Review undertaken for 2023 at Attachment 
1. 
 

4. That the Advisory Committee notes that the Terms of Reference will be reviewed at the first 
scheduled meeting in 2024. 

 
CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attachment 1 refer over page. 
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Community Member Rachael Shanahan departed the meeting at 4:33 pm 
 

9.2 UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT OF CITY OF DARWIN CREATIVE STRATEGY 2024 - 
2030 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA008/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

THAT the report Update on Development of City of Darwin’s Creative Strategy 2024 – 2030  

be received and noted. 

 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

9.3 UPDATE ON PROJECTS 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA009/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

THAT the report Update on Projects be received and noted. 

CARRIED 6/0 

  

8 MEMBER REPORTS 

Nil  

 

9 GENERAL BUSINESS 

11.1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF WINNERS AT NT PERFORMING ARTS AWARDS 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA010/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

The Committee acknowledges the winners and nominees at the NT Performing Arts Awards on 
Monday 20 November 2023. 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

10 NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 7 February, 2024, 3:30 – 5:00pm. 
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13 CLOSE MEETING 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  AACDA011/23 

Moved: Community Member (Chairperson) CJ Fraser Bell 
Seconded: Councillor Morgan Rickard 

The chair declared the meeting closed at 5.02 pm.  

CARRIED 6/0 

 


