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1 Meeting Declared Open 

2 Acknowledgement of Country 

3 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

3.1 Apologies 

Stephanie Smith 

3.2 Leave of Absence 

3.3 Leave of Absence Notified 

4 Electronic Attendance 

4.1 Electronic Attendance  

4.2 Electronic Attendance Notified 

5 Declaration of Interest 

6 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

International Relations Advisory Committee - 19 January 2022 

7 Actions Arising From Previous Minutes 

As per below Agenda items. 

8 Presentations 

8.1 Glen Hingley, General Manager, Top End Tourism’s Presentation on Tourism Economic 
& Social Advocacy 
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9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF DENPASAR AND 
THE CITY OF DARWIN ON SISTER CITY COOPERATION 

Author: Manager International Business Relations  
Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services 
Attachments: 1. Signed Letter of Intent for Sister City Cooperation

2. Draft MoU Denpasar-Darwin
3. MoU Appendix -  Action Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Council Officers plan to recommend the following at a subsequent Council meeting: 
1. THAT the report entitled the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Denpasar

and the City of Darwin on Sister City Cooperation be received and noted.

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the progress of the negotiation and signing 
of the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Darwin and the City of Denpasar on 
Sister City Cooperation. 

KEY ISSUES 
• City of Darwin signed a Letter of Intent on the establishment of Sister City Cooperation with

the City of Denpasar on 28 June 2021.

• Both cities agree in the Letter of Intent that the implementation of cooperation on agreed
areas shall be carried out by signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) by both cities
before 28 June 2022.

• City of Darwin worked closely with the City of Denpasar team to develop the MOU and
Action Plan after the signing of the Letter of Intent. The Draft MOU and Action Plan has been
approved by City of Denpasar and their central governments.

• The Action Plan was developed based on consultation with relevant stakeholders, internal
departments, and government agencies of both cities.

• City of Darwin has notified the Australian Minister of Foreign Affairs of this proposed signing
of MOU with the City of Denpasar as per Australia’s Foreign Relations (State and Territory
Arrangements) Act 2020 on 6 April 2022.

• City of Darwin is currently discussing a date to sign the MOU with the City of Denpasar.
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DISCUSSION 

Letter of Intent on establishment of Sister City Cooperation 
On 28 June 2021, the Lord Mayor of Darwin, the Hon Kon Vatskalis, and the Mayor of 
Denpasar, I Gusti Ngurah Jaya Negara signed a Letter of Intent on establishment of Sister City 
Cooperation  
Both the City of Darwin and City of Denpasar agreed to the scope of cooperation to be as 
follows: 

- Culture and Tourism Promotion;
- Development of Creative Economy; and
- Development of Human Resource Capacity Building.

Memorandum of Understanding and Action Plan Development 
Both cities agree in the Letter of Intent to form a working group and formalise the MOU and 
Action Plan under the above cooperation areas before 28 June 2022. Please see the detail in 
Attachments 2 and 3. 
Since the signing of the Letter of Intent, there have been several discussions between the City 
of Darwin and the City of Denpasar to discuss an Action Plan for projects and activities over five 
years. City of Darwin met with several key organisations and government agencies to discuss 
working with Denpasar and what projects and activities would be the most practical and 
opportunistic and which align with the intent of the Sister City and International Relations 
Program framework.  
Sister City Advisory Committee members were invited to provide feedback on the draft MOU 
and Action Plan on 21 October 2021. International Relations Advisory Committee members 
were consulted and provided feedback on the draft MOU and Action Plan on 27 October 2021.  
City of Darwin has also consulted internally with Procurement and Communities.  
The external organisations and government agencies that have been consulted are as follows: 

- Indonesian Consulate
- Tourism NT
- Study NT
- Nusantara Foundation
- Department of Education NT
- Trade NT
- Sports NT

The attached MoU and Action Plan is the final version approved by the City of Denpasar and its 
central governments and is ready to be signed by City of Darwin.  

Opportunities from IA-CEPA 
The Sister City Cooperation between Denpasar and Darwin will benefit from the Indonesia-
Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA), which creates a 
framework for Australia and Indonesia to unlock the vast potential of the bilateral economic 
partnership fostering economic cooperation between businesses, communities, and individuals. 
The formalised relationship between the two cities will harness the opportunities from IA-CEPA 
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and generate mutual benefits for Darwin and Denpasar communities. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
At the 11 May 2021 meeting Council resolved: 
1. THAT the report entitled Letter of Intent of Sister City Relationship between Darwin and

Denpasar be received and noted.
2. THAT Council endorses the signing of Letter of Intent of Sister City Relationship with City

of Denpasar, subject to the approval of the Indonesia Central Government.
Council resolved on 14 July 2020 
1. THAT the report 'Review of Sister Cities Committees and International Relations Policy 053'

be received and noted.
2. THAT Council adopted the revised Sister Cities Committees and International Relations

Policy with immediate effect.

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

4 A Smart and Prosperous City 
4.2 By 2030, Darwin will have attracted and retained more residents 
and will offer sustainable investment opportunities  

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL / 
RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Budget/Funding: 
Funding for the activities will be sought through grants and 
partnerships as well as utilising the $6,000 per annum through the 
Sister City budget  

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 
Local Government Act 2019 
Australia’s Foreign Relations (State and Territory Arrangements) Act 

2020 
Policy:  
Policy 053 International Relations and Sister Cities 
Policy 013 Tourism Promotion 

CONSULTATION, 
ENGAGEMENT & 
COMMUNICATION 

Engagement Level: Discuss    
External: 
Denpasar and Darwin Sister City working group members 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 
The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 
If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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9.2 DARWIN INTERNATIONAL VIRTUAL TRADE SHOW 2022 UPDATE  

Author: Manager International Business Relations  
Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  
Attachments: 1. E-Poster   

2. Communication Plan    
  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Council Officers plan to recommend the following at a subsequent Council meeting: 
1. THAT the report entitled Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 update be received 

and noted. 
2. THAT the International Relations Advisory Committee members promote and participate in 

the Trade Show 2022.  

 
 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the Darwin International Virtual Trade 
Show 2022. 

KEY ISSUES 
• The Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 was launched on 21 March 2022. 

• Eleven Sister and Friendship City' governments and associated businesses and 
organisations were invited to participate on 30 March 2022. An online business information 
session was held by City of Darwin on 24 March 2022. 

• The registration landing page of the event platform was developed to collect participants 
information at Darwin International Virtual Trade Show. City of Darwin is expecting the 
platform to be ready on the event dates of 22 and 23 June 2022. 

• Twenty public attendees have registered on the site, and 24 businesses/organisations have 
started setting up the 3D booth. The exhibitor's registration will close on 29 April 2022. 

• As part of the public invitation, City of Darwin invited 15 Darwin performance groups and 91 
multicultural organisations to participate in the Trade Show.  

 

  

https://tradeshow.darwin.nt.gov.au/
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DISCUSSION 
 
Event Overview  
Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 is a two-day online program hosted by City of 
Darwin, Australia on 22 and 23 June 2022. It aims to encourage businesses and organisations 
from Darwin and its Sister and Friendship Cities to create relationships and opportunities 
worldwide. 
The two day live session will include online presentations and workshops with some of the 
topics covering, for example, Mayoral presentations, tourism, education, migration, business, 
and investment. The business and organisations (exhibitors) from the Darwin municipality and 
our Sister and Friendship Cities are invited to setup their virtual booth on the event dates. This 
allows businesses to connect and explore opportunities with sister and friendship cities. 
The Trade Show will be free for public participants from Ambon, Anchorage, Dili, Haikou, 
Kalymnos, Milikapiti, Denpasar, Guangzhou, Honolulu, Qingdao, and Santa Cruz. 
City of Darwin hosted an online Information Session for potential exhibitors on 24 March 2022 
with 95 businesses/organisations/governments participating.  
Please see the detail in PowerPoint Presentation (b8cdn.com) and the attached Poster. 
 
Platform development update 
City of Darwin has engaged with Vfairs LLC to develop an event platform for the Darwin 
International Virtual Trade Show 2022. The registration landing page has been developed for 
exhibitors and public registration as in Darwin International Virtual Trade Show and launched to 
Darwin and our 11 Sister and Friendship Cities on 21 March 2022.  
City of Darwin expects the content and all booth set up on the platform by 16 May, and the 
platform and Agenda will then open for the public closer to the event dates. The content will 
include pre-recorded keynote speeches, cultural performance videos, workshops, and 3D virtual 
booth and will be live on the 22nd and 23rd June.  
The public and exhibitors will have ongoing access for 30 days post the event to watch the 
recorded sessions and connect with other organiations if they are online.  
 
Government and business invitation update 
On 30 March 2022, Lord Mayor has invited our 11 Sister and Friendship City Mayors and 
governments to provide pre-recorded speeches and presentations, including Mayoral speeches 
and pre-recorded presentations covering the topics of tourism, education, business, and 
investment. The Chief Minister, Northern Territory Government and Austrade/Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade have been invited to participate in this event by providing pre-
recorded speeches and presentations.  
City of Darwin has approached some key industry stakeholders for potential keynote speech 
sessions on the event dates, for example, Music NT, NT Farmers, NT Live Cattles Association, 
Hospitality NT, and CSIRO. 
The Agenda will be confirmed based on the above invitations.  
 
Registration Stat update 
There are currently, as of 6 April 2022, twenty general public attendee registrations. Seventeen 
booths are in progress, and seven businesses have completed their booth setup. The invitations 
are still underway.  

https://vepimg.b8cdn.com/uploads/vjfnew/7088/content/docs/1648670480info-pack-darwin-international-virtual-trade-show-pdf1648670480.pdf
https://tradeshow.darwin.nt.gov.au/


International Relations Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 20 April 2022 
 

Item 9.2 Page 25 

 
Multicultural performance groups  
City of Darwin has sent a direct email to all Darwin performance groups inviting them to provide 
a multicultural performance at the Trade Show.The Chair of the Sister City Advisory Committee, 
Vida Goodvach, and a Sister City Advisory Committee member, Terry Hartin, followed up the 
invitation via phone. Councillor Klonaris and another Sister City Advisory Committee member, 
Tony Miaoudis, followed up with the Greek community for performance videos and Ping Lu 
followed up the Chinese community performance videos.  
Charles Darwin University and the Australia China Friendship Society have provided 10 
performances. More videos are promised to be provided by the other multicultural groups 
shortly.  
 
Multicultural businesses/organisations  
The Sister City Advisory Committee recommends inviting multicultural groups to participate in 
the Trade Show as exhibitors on 13 January 2022. City of Darwin has sent a direct invitation to 
the 91 multicultural groups in Darwin on 5 April 2022. City of Darwin invited the Sister City 
Advisory Committee members to call each group and follow up on the invitation.  
Committee member Alan Jape has provided the assistance to promote and invite the Dili 
businesses and organisations to participate in the Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 
2022.  

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
At the 13 January 2022 meeting Sister City Committee recommends:  
1. THAT the report entitled Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 be received and 
noted. 
2. THAT Committee members nominate members to provide in-kind support on 22 and 23 
June 2022.  
• Terry Hartin– photography video skills 
• Vida Goodvach– facilitation  
• Emily Tyaemaen Ford - facilitation  
• Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris - facilitation  
• Alderman Sylvia Klonaris - facilitation  
• Ping Lu– mandarin translator  
• Alan Jape – mandarin translator 
3. THAT the Committee recommends City of Darwin to promote the Trade Show to the Darwin 
business and multicultural communities through flyers, social media, library, etc.  
4. THAT the Committee recommends City of Darwin to provide the Communication Plan with   
key dates as early as possible.  
5. THAT the Committee recommends City of Darwin to liaison with the multicultural groups for 
any cultural performance videos to be displayed at the Trade Show.  
6. THAT the Committee recommends City of Darwin to invite the multicultural groups to 
participate in the Trade Show.  
 7. THAT the Committee recommends City of Darwin to produce a welcome video at the Trade 
Show.  

STRATEGIC PLAN 4 A Smart and Prosperous City 
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ALIGNMENT 4.2 By 2030, Darwin will have attracted and retained more residents 
and will offer sustainable investment opportunities  

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL / 
RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Budget/Funding:  $20,000 
Is Funding identified:  Yes 
 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 
Local Government Act 2019 
Policy:  
Policy 053 International Relations and Sister cities 

CONSULTATION, 
ENGAGEMENT & 
COMMUNICATION 

Please see attached Communications Plan 
 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 
 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 
The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 
If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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10 MEMBER REPORTS 

10.1 UPDATE ON DARWIN DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2023 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 
Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  
Attachments: 1. Action List   

2. Membership List    
  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the report be received and noted. 
That the International Relations Advisory Committee members will support the Darwin Dragon 
Boat Festival. 
____________ 
 
 
THIS REPORT IS PRESENTED BY PETER SAVOFF.  
 
Event Background 
City of Darwin received $89,000 from the National Foundation for Australia – China Relations to 
deliver the 2022 Darwin Dragon Boat Festival. City of Darwin will provide a cash contribution of 
$10,000 to match the funding as per the Funding Agreement. 
The Festival will be a two-day program consisting of the Darwin Excellence Showcase Day and the 
Dragon Boat Racing Day. 
On Dragon Boat Racing Day (friendship type of boat race), the Chinese dragon boat teams and 
official delegations from Darwin's Sister and Friendship Cities in greater China (Haikou, Qingdao, 
Guangzhou) will be invited to participate in the Festival together with local dragon boat teams, 
communities, and businesses in Darwin.  The Darwin Excellence Showcase Day will promote 
Darwin and Australia to the visiting Chinese delegation. It will comprise cultural exchange 
programs including food, performances, games, and an itinerary/program for the Chinese 
delegation will include a welcome reception, site visits, tours, and cultural activities to deepen their 
understanding of Darwin and the Australian culture.  
 
Update  
City of Darwin hosted the first Working Group meeting on 24 Feb 2022. The Group has discussed 
the event venue, time & date, cultural performance options, and the key actions for the next steps. 
Please refer to Attachment 1 Action List and Attachment 2 Member List for details.  
The Working Group is currently investigating the event venue at the Darwin Waterfront. The 
Working Group members have several meetings/communication with the Darwin Waterfront 
Corporation people and Lord Mayor separately about the Festival and recommended venue.  
More updates will be provided against the Action List at the next International Relations Advisory 
Committee meeting. The next Working Group meeting is scheduled for 5 pm Thursday 5 May 
2022. 
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Required support from International Relations Advisory Committee members 
The Darwin Dragon Boat Festival Working Group is seeking financial support that can be provided 
by the International Relations Advisory Committee members and the Northern Territory 
Government with an opportunity to become a sponsor to this event.  
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10.2 UPDATE FROM DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE NT OFFICE 

Author: Manager International Business Relations 
Authoriser: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  
Attachments: Nil 
  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the report Update from Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade NT Office be received and 
noted. 
 
 
THIS REPORT IS PRESENTED BY MARK SAYERS, ACTING DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE NT OFFICE 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on relevant international programs and 
agreements from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade NT Office.   
 
Australia Awards  
The Australia Awards are part of a suite of initiatives aimed at strengthening links / networks 
between the people of Australia and those of countries in the Indo-Pacific region. The Australia 
Awards are prestigious international scholarships and short courses offering the next generation of 
global leaders an opportunity to undertake study, research and professional development in 
Australia. They make a significant contribution to leadership and skill development in the region, 
and in sectors that align with countries’ development priorities.  
For 2022, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) offered 2,075 Australia Awards 
scholarships and short courses to women and men from 27 developing countries. Currently there 
are seven Australia Awards Scholarship awardees studying at Charles Darwin University: two from 
Indonesia, two from Kiribati, and one each from Tonga, Solomon Islands and Timor Leste. Three 
are studying in the education field (one at Masters level); one in accounting; one in emergency and 
disaster management (Masters); one in public health (Masters) and another undertaking a PhD.  
 
The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (RCEP) 
RCEP is a regional free trade agreement that will complement and build upon Australia's existing 
free trade agreements with 14 other Indo-Pacific countries. RCEP entered into force on 1 January 
2022, for ten countries, Australia, New Zealand, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Japan, 
Laos, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, with Australia as an original party. RCEP entered into 
force for the Republic of Korea on 1 February 2022 and for Malaysia on 18 March 2022. 
RCEP covers trade in goods, trade in services, investment, economic and technical cooperation, 
and creates new rules for electronic commerce, intellectual property, government procurement, 
competition, and small and medium-sized enterprises. 
RCEP will provide: 

• A single set of rules and procedures for Australian goods exporters to utilise RCEP’s 
preferential tariff outcomes across the region, and increased opportunities for Australian 
business to access regional value chains by allowing goods made in another RCEP party from 
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Australian inputs to benefit from tariff preferences under RCEP when exported to a third RCEP 
party.  

• Avenues for tackling non-tariff barriers, including in areas such as quarantine and technical 
standards, by promoting compliance with WTO rules and further improving cooperation and 
transparency. Rules on intellectual property and e-commerce will help create an enabling 
environment for business to trade digitally in the region and support consumer confidence in 
the online environment.  

• New market access commitments for service suppliers and investors in China and ASEAN 
markets such as Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand, and provide an additional avenue 
through which exporters can access those markets in which we already enjoy high quality FTA 
commitments, including Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, and Singapore. 

Please see the outcomes of RCEP in RCEP outcomes documents | Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (dfat.gov.au) 
 
The Australian Agriculture Visa  
The Australian Agriculture Visa program has been introduced to address workforce shortages in 
the agriculture sector. It delivers on the Australian Government’s commitment to put in place a 
broad ranging visa to support the growth of Australia’s agricultural and primary industry sectors as 
they strive to reach $100 billion in value by 2030. 
The Australian Agriculture Visa program will supplement the existing Pacific Australia Labour 
Mobility (PALM) scheme. The PALM scheme remains the primary scheme for meeting agricultural 
workforce shortages 
How the Agriculture Visa program IS being implemented 
• The Australian Agriculture Visa program is managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade (DFAT) leveraging its experience with the successful PALM scheme. 

• The Department of Home Affairs is responsible for processing all visa and sponsorship 
applications, as well as providing operational support with the Australian Border Force to 
ensure ongoing visa integrity. 

• The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment is responsible for ensuring that the 
needs of relevant primary industry sectors are being met. 

• The Fair Work Ombudsman is responsible for ensuring employee protection and upholding 
workers’ rights. 

Details in The Australian Agriculture Visa | Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (dfat.gov.au) 
 
Reforms to the Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) Scheme 
From April 2022, the two separate worker visa streams under the PALM scheme – for the 
Seasonal Worker Programme and the Pacific Labour Scheme – will be consolidated and replaced 
by a single PALM scheme visa with both seasonal (up to 9 months) and longer-term (between one 
and four years) options. The new visa is valid for a longer period (up to four years) and allows 
workers to return to Australia multiple times. 
Under this new visa, employers will have greater workforce stability and workers will have more 
time to develop skills and earn money to send home to their families and communities. Employers 
will also be able to nominate seasonal workers who want to stay longer in Australia for a longer-
term visa, and workers can apply to make this change onshore. 
Other changes from April 2022 include the removal of recruitment caps for employers with a good 
track record, relationship manager staff on the ground to cover every Australian state and territory, 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/rcep/rcep-outcomes-documents
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/rcep/rcep-outcomes-documents
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-people/international-labour-mobility/australian-agriculture-visa
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-people/international-labour-mobility/australian-agriculture-visa
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the removal of restrictions on sectors and industries eligible to participate and further streamlining 
of processes for employers. 
Details – including a fact sheet available from the PALM scheme website (Home | PALM scheme) 
Australia – India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 
Recent years have seen remarkable growth in the trading relationship between India and Australia, 
fuelled by the many complementarities between the two economies. Two-way trade in goods and 
services has grown in value from $13.6 billion in 2007 to $24.3 billion in 2020. 
India is the world's largest democracy and is a market of 1.3 billion people. Its youthful population, 
diversified economy, and growth trajectory present significant opportunity for Australian business, 
including in education, agriculture, energy, resources, tourism, healthcare, financial services, 
infrastructure, science and innovation, and sport. In 2020, India was Australia’s seventh largest 
trading partner, with two-way trade valued at $24.3 billion, and sixth largest goods and services 
export market, valued at $16.9 billion.  
On 2 April 2022, Australia signed the Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 
(AI ECTA). AI ECTA will further strengthen our bilateral relationship, while making Australian 
exports to India cheaper and creating huge new opportunities for workers and businesses. AI 
ECTA is a stepping-stone towards a full Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement. It 
provides for competitive tariff elimination or tariff reduction on a range of key Australian goods 
exports and opens new services markets for suppliers in sectors that complement India's domestic 
reform priorities. 
Details in Australia-India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (AI-CECA) | 
Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (dfat.gov.au) 
 
The Australian Vietnam Enhanced Economic Development Strategy 
The Australia Vietnam Enhanced Economic Development Strategy (the Strategy) was finalised in 
November 2021. The strategy sets out a vision for how Australia and Vietnam can work together 
with the aim of becoming top ten trading partners and doubling two-way investment. The strategy 
identifies sectors in which Vietnam and Australia have particular strengths, in order to build on the 
trade and investment relationship.   

• Education, skills, and training 

• Resources and energy 

• Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 

• Manufacturing 

• Tourism 

• Science, technology, and innovation 

• Digital economy 

• Services 
Details in Overview (dfat.gov.au) 
 
Foundations, councils and institutes 
The Australia-Japan Foundation Grants Round 2022-23 and the Australia-Korea Foundation 
Grants Round 2022-23 are now open. 
Details at Australia-Japan Foundation Grants and Australia-Korea Foundation Grants.  
   

https://www.palmscheme.gov.au/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/negotiations/aifta/australia-india-comprehensive-economic-cooperation-agreement
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/negotiations/aifta/australia-india-comprehensive-economic-cooperation-agreement
https://www.dfat.gov.au/australia-vietnam/eees/en/strategy/overview.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-japan-foundation/grants
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-korea-foundation/grants
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 

11.1 Verbal Updates from the Committee members 

12 Next Meeting 

This is the last meeting of the 2020-2022 International Relations Advisory Committee. The 2020-
2022 membership is valid till 30 June 2022 as per International Relations Advisory Committee 
Terms of Reference.  

13 Closure of Meeting 
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MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, HARRY CHAN AVENUE, 
DARWIN 

ON WEDNESDAY, 19 JANUARY 2022 AT 10:40AM – 11.25PM 
 
PRESENT: Lord Mayor of City of Darwin The Hon. Kon Vatskalis, Alderman Jimmy 

Bouhoris, CEO of Darwin International Airport Tony Edmondstone, CEO of 
Darwin Port Darren Lambourn, GM of Darwin Convention Centre Peter Savoff, 
Chairman of Darwin Waterfront Board Richard Fejo, Sister City Chair Vida 
Goodvach, Top End Tourism Board member Ms Sam Bennet, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, NT Office Sandra Henderson, Acting General 
Manager Innovation Dr Alice Percy 

OFFICERS: Ms Cherry Cai  
APOLOGY: Austrade Stephanie Smith, Migration NT Pompea Sweet 
GUESTS: Nil 
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10.1 Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program ................................................. 6 

10.2 Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 update .............................................. 6 

10.3 International Bid Champion Grant Program .............................................................. 7 
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11.1 Verbal Updates ........................................................................................................ 7 

11.2 Verbal Updates – Out of Meeting item ...................................................................... 8 
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1 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 10.40 am. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

City of Darwin acknowledges that we are living and working on Larrakia Country. We acknowledge 
the Larrakia people as the Traditional Owners of the Darwin region. We pay our respects to the 
Larrakia elders past and present and support emerging Larrakia leaders now and into the future. 
City of Darwin is committed to working together with all Larrakia to care for this land and sea for 
our shared future. 

3 APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE    

3.1 Apologies  
Austrade Stephanie Smith 
Migration NT Pompea Sweet 
 

3.2 Leave of Absence  

Nil 

3.3 Leave of Absence Notified  
Nil 
 

4 ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

Lord Mayor The Hon. Kon Vatskalis  
Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  
CEO of Darwin International Airport Tony Edmondstone  
CEO of Darwin Port Darren Lambourn 
GM of Darwin Convention Centre Peter Savoff 
Chairman of Darwin Waterfront Board Richard Fejo  
Sister City Chair Ms Vida Goodvach  
Top End Tourism Board Ms Sam Bennet 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, NT Office Sandra Henderson  
Acting General Manager Innovation Dr Alice  Percy 

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

5.1 Declaration of Interest by Members 
Nil 

5.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff 
Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS   
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  
Seconded: Chairman of Darwin Waterfront Richard Fejo 
That the minutes of the International Relations Advisory Committee held on 27 October 2021 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 
 
    
 

7 ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Nil 

8 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 

9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 2022 DARWIN DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
THAT the report be received and noted. 
That the International Relations Advisory Committee appoints  Ms Vida Goodvach  to represent at 
the 2022 Dragon Boat Festival Working Group. 

CARRIED 
  

 

9.2 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS   
Moved: Lord Mayor The Hon. Kon Vatskalis  
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  
 
That the report Membership Update be received and noted. 

CARRIED 
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9.3 CONGRATS LETTER FROM INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Moved: Lord Mayor The Hon. Kon Vatskalis  
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  
 
That the report be received and noted. 
That the Committee endorses to provide a congratulation letter to Stephanie Smith for having a 
baby. 

CARRIED 
  

  

10 MEMBER REPORTS 

10.1 SEVEN SEASONS, SEVEN SENSES INCUBATOR PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Moved: Lord Mayor The Hon. Kon Vatskalis  
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  

1. THAT the report entitled Seven Seasons, Seven Senses Incubator Program be received 
and noted.  

2. THAT the Committee received the below comments:  
o Richard Fejo will follow up with Larrakia about the Incubator program 
o Vida Goodvach suggests putting this at the Darwin International Trade Show 2022 

event 
o Sandra Henderson will promote to Austrade and DFAT key markets 
o Tony Edmondstone will promote in the Airport Ad infrastructure. 

CARRIED 

 

10.2 DARWIN INTERNATIONAL VIRTUAL TRADE SHOW 2022 UPDATE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Moved: Ms Vida Goodvach   
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris  
1. THAT the report entitled Darwin International Virtual Trade Show 2022 be received and 

noted. 
2. THAT Committee members are invited to participate in the event as keynote speakers and/or 

facilitators of a workshop, based on their skills, capacity and interest.   
3. THAT the Committee members provide the below feedback/advice on the two-day event 
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programs to City of Darwin to plan the event. 
CARRIED 

 

10.3 INTERNATIONAL BID CHAMPION GRANT PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report be received and noted. 
2. THAT the Committee received the below comment:  

o Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade NT office will support and promote this 
program. 

 
CARRIED  

  

11 GENERAL BUSINESS 

11.1 VERBAL UPDATES 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
2. THAT the Committee received the below verbal updates:   

Airport CEO Tony Edmonstone 
RAT is available in the airport for the passengers. 15,000 passengers through the 
international terminal. Assume 60%-80% of the pre-covid numbers in the dry season. 
Health screen rules need to change to create a better visitor experience. 
 
Port CEO Darren Lambourn 
Increase in trade through the ports, particularly construction, cars, and agriculture. Update 
on international shipping and domestic and international routes handling fee. 
 
DFAT Sandra Henderson 
Request a meeting with LM for the new Ambassador to Timor-Leste in early Feb. Australia 
is providing an initial package of $1m to meet urgent humanitarian requests from Tonga, 
including shelter, kitchen, and hygiene. Details will be sent via email after the meeting. 
DFAT supports the City of Darwin’s Trade Show and 7 Senses 7 Seasons Incubator 
Program.   
 
Sister City Chair Vida Goodvach 
Thanks to Lord Mayor and City of Darwin for donating two tipper trucks to the Tiwi Regional 
Council as part of the Sister City program; Sister City Advisory Committee is exploring the 
opportunity to sponsor dance groups at the Darwin Festival.  
 
Acting GM of Innovation Alice Percy 
Alice: Discover Darwin's website is underway and will be launched before June 2022. 

 
CARRIED  
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11.2 VERBAL UPDATES – OUT OF SESSION ITEM 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
o That the report be received and noted. 
o THAT the Committee received the below updates from Migration NT Pompea Sweet via 

email on 19 January 2022,  including:  
Interim NT Worker Attraction Campaign 2022 

o That campaign is scheduled to commence late January and will run for 6 weeks. 
o Target Audience: Australia – NSW, VIC, SA and WA.  International – London, 

Singapore, Japan, South Korea, Switzerland and NZ 
o Platform:  social media and Youtube 

 
NT International Engagement Strategy 

o Next step - Final strategy to progress to Cabinet consideration 
 

NT Business & Migration Strategy 

o Draft under development 
 

Increased hours for International students 

o Announced on 13 January 2022.  Australian Government lifted the 40 hour per 
fortnight work limitation placed on student visas. 

o International students and working holidaymakers (backpackers) can return to 
Australia for work and holidays –need to be double vaccinated with approved 
vaccines in accordance with Australian Government rules. 
 

UK-Australia Free Trade Agreement 
o Whilst FTA has been signed; still a way to go as implementation provisions of the 

agreement do not commence immediately.   
o FTA still needs to be tabled and passed by both Houses of Federal Parliament. 
o Once that has happened, the agreement will enter into force 30 days later. 
o HOWEVER – some components of the FTA will still take time to operationalise.  Ie 

Working Holiday Maker component – age limit increase to 35 years and 3 year 
stays in Australia will occur within 2 years of FTA coming into force. 
 

Australian Agriculture Worker Visa  
o Bilateral negotiations continue with countries to opt in. 
o Migration NT is working with DFAT (Sandy Henderson)  to bid for NT to be pilot 

jurisdiction with Indonesia. 
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12.3 2022 DARWIN DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL WORKING GROUP MEMBER 
APPOINTMENT – OUT OF SESSION  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
THAT the report be received and noted. 
That the International Relations Advisory Committee was called for the re-nomination of the 
representative to the Working Group via email on 21 January 2022. 
 Mr Peter Savoff was nominated to represent at the 2022 Dragon Boat Festival Working Group. 

 

12 NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held from 10.30-12.00 am Thursday 14 April 2022. 
 

13 CLOSURE OF MEETING  

The Chair declared the meeting closed at.11.25 am. 


