
 

 

 

AGENDA 

  

Ordinary Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 29 June 2021 

I hereby give notice that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on: 

Date: Tuesday, 29 June 2021 

Time: 5:30PM 

Location: Council Chambers 
Level 1, Civic Centre 
Harry Chan Avenue, Darwin 

Webex: https://darwin.webex.com/darwin/j.php?MTID=m2
e32b84eca9d535a07a81f34885f6bc6  
 

Password: 29062021 

Scott Waters 

Chief Executive Officer 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

The Right Worshipful, the Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis (Chair) 

Deputy Lord Mayor Paul Arnold 

Alderman Andrew Arthur 

Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

Alderman Justine Glover 

Alderman Gary Haslett 

Alderman Robin Knox 

Alderman George Lambrinidis 

Alderman Simon Niblock 

Alderman Mick Palmer 

Alderman Peter Pangquee 

Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

 

OFFICERS 

Chief Executive Officer, Scott Waters 

Chief Financial Officer, Simone Saunders 

General Manager Innovation Growth & Development Services, Joshua Sattler 

General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs, Melissa Reiter 

General Manager Engineering & City Services, Ron Grinsell 

General Manager Community & Regulatory Services, Matt Grassmayr 

 

WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  

The City of Darwin is live webcasting the Open Section of Ordinary Council Meetings. Audio-visual 
recording equipment has been configured to avoid coverage of the public gallery area and the City 
of Darwin will use its best endeavours to ensure images in this area are not webcast. However the 
City of Darwin expressly provides no assurances to this effect and in the event your image is 
webcast, you will by remaining in the public gallery area be taken to have given the City of Darwin 
a non-exclusive licence to copy and broadcast your image worldwide for no reward. 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 Apologies 

4.2 Leave of Absence Granted 

4.3 Leave of Absence Requested 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted 

5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested 

6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Open Ordinary Council Meeting - 15 June 2021  

8 MOVING OF ITEMS  

9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

11 PETITIONS 

12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS  
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13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - ALDERMAN ROBIN KNOX - ENERGY AUDIT OF PARAP 
POOL TO IDENTIFY POWER SAVINGS AND REDUCE OPERATIONAL COSTS 

Attachments: Nil 

  
I, Alderman Robin Knox, give notice that at the next Ordinary Council Meeting on 29 June 2021, I 
will move the following motion:- 

MOTION  

1. THAT Council immediately undertake an energy audit on Parap Pool by a professional 
auditor.  

2. THAT the report recommendations be presented to Council as soon as possible.  

3. THAT learnings from the report be taken into considerations in the redevelopment of 
Casuarina pool. 

 
REASON: 

Previous energy audits of Council facilities usually return 20-40% efficiency savings with a payback 
period of 2-4 years. (Meaning that after the costs are paid for the recommended alterations or 
procedures, Council benefits from 20-40% power savings annually.)  

The new Parap Pool consumes approximately 6 times the power consumption of the old Parap 
Pool and energy audit recommendations could create efficiencies and save ratepayers 
considerable costs. Learnings from an audit of Parap Pool can be applied to the redevelopment of 
Casuarina Pool so that infrastructure alterations don’t have to be done after construction. 
Learnings in relation to running costs could be implemented at the new Casuarina Aquatic Centre 
from Day 1 and mean that the operational cost predictions will be more accurate than those made 
without the knowledge acquired from an energy audit. 

 

 

 

23 June 2021 

 

ALDERMAN ROBIN KNOX 
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14 ACTION REPORTS 

14.1 REVIEW OF POLICIES 040 - DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN AND 041 - LAND 
USE PLANNING 

Author: Executive Manager Growth & Development Services  

Authoriser: General Manager Innovation Growth & Development Services  

Attachments: 1. Policy 040 - Developer Contribution Plans - Current ⇩  
2. Policy 040 - Developer Contribution Plans - Tracked Changes ⇩  
3. Policy 040 - Developer Contribution Plans - Revised ⇩  

4. Policy 041 - Land Use Planning - Current ⇩  
5. Policy 041 - Land Use Planning - Tracked Changes ⇩  

6. Policy 041 - Land Use Planning - Revised ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policies 040 - Developer Contributions Plan and 041 - Land 
Use Planning be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council adopt the revised Policy 040 Developer Contributions Plan and note that there 
will be a major review of the Policy in the new term of Council. 

3. THAT Council adopt the revised Policy 041 Land Use Planning.  

4. THAT Council note that a major review of Policy 003 Car Parking will be completed in the new 
term of Council. 

5. THAT Council note that a major review of Policy 037 Awnings, Balconies and Verandahs on 
Council Land will be completed in the new term of Council. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to: 

• Seek Council endorsement for City of Darwin Policy 040 Development Contributions Plan, and 
Policy 041 Land Use Planning, in line with Council’s commitment to review its policies during 
the term of the 22nd Council.  

• Provide an update on Policy 003 Car Parking and Policy 037 Awnings, Balconies and 
Verandahs on Council Land.  

KEY ISSUES 

• An administrative review of Policy 040 - Developer Contribution Plans, added the new Northern 

Territory Planning Scheme as a Legislative Reference, provided further clarity on contribution 

use and moved information between Purpose and Scope for accuracy. 

• A major review of Policy 040 will be completed in the new term of Council, once the Movement 

Strategy is adopted by Council. 

• An administrative review of Policy 041 – Land Use Policy, provided ownership details and 

Planning Scheme dates for clarity and added a number of legislative references. 

• An administrative review of Policy 003 Car Parking and Policy 037 Awnings, Balconies and 

Verandahs on Council Land has been completed and no changes are suggested in this term of 

Council. 
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• A further major review of Policy 003 - Car Parking will be completed, once the Movement 

Strategy has been adopted by Council.  

• A major review of Policy 037 - Awnings, Balconies and Verandahs on Council Property will be 

completed once the Greening Darwin Strategy and Movement Strategy are adopted by 

Council. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The 22nd Council for the City of Darwin has made a commitment to review all policies within the 
Council term.  

Policy 040 – Developer Contribution Plans Attachment 1 sets out the City of Darwin position 

regarding development contributions (contribution plans) for the provision of infrastructure in new 

and established areas of the municipality. An administrative review has been completed and the 

policy requires only minor updates. The proposed changes have been marked as track changes in 

Attachment 2 and the final is in Attachment 3. A major review of this Policy will be completed 

next term of Council following the adoption of the Movement Strategy by Council. 

Policy 041 – Land Use Planning – General Attachment 4 provides a framework for Council’s 
responses on applications for building over drainage easements, demountable structures and 
place names. The policy has been reviewed and requires only minor administrative updates. The 
proposed changes have been marked as track changes in Attachment 5 and the final is in 
Attachment 6. 

Policy 003 – Car Parking sets out the framework for car parking policies introduced to 
complement the Council car parking strategies and contribution plans.  

A Movement Strategy is currently being prepared and will replace the existing Darwin CBD 

Parking Strategy.  A full review of Policy 003 - Car Parking will be undertaken following the 

adoption of the Movement Strategy by Council.   

Policy 037 – Awnings, Balconies and Verandahs on Council Property documents the 

requirements and application procedure for construction of awnings, balconies and verandahs 

over Council owned public space to support pedestrians by providing sufficient shade and 

weather protection in streets. A full review of Policy 037 will occur in the new term of Council and 

following the adoption of the Greening Darwin Strategy and Movement Strategy by Council. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Council endorsed the policies, as follows: 

Policy 003 – Car Parking – 23 February 2010 

Policy 037 – Awnings, Balconies and Verandahs on Council Property – 26 August 2014 

Policy 040 – Developer Contribution Plans – 31 May 2018 

Policy 041 – Land Use Planning - General – 28 February 2017 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.2 Roles and Relationships 

CRITICAL DATES Local Government Elections August 2021 
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BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   N/A 

Is Funding identified:   

The present reviews have no impact upon budget. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure     Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act  

Northern Territory Planning Act 1999 

Policy:  

• Policy 040 - Developer Contribution Plans 

• Policy 041 - Land Use Planning - General 

• Policy 003 - Car Parking 

• Policy 037 - Awnings, Balconies and Verandahs on Council Property 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Inform    

Tactics:                   Senior Leadership Team   

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Endorsed policies to be added to the City of Darwin website. Policy 003 
and 037 will be updated to the new form design only. 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Place Score will be considered during further review of the Policies. 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 

 

 

https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/node/7590/attachment
https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/node/7598/attachment
https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/node/7597/attachment
https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/node/7555/attachment
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14.2 REVIEW OF POLICY 082 - ALCOHOL IN COUNCIL CONTROLLED SPACES AND 
PLACES 

Author: Darwin Safer City Program Coordinator  

Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  

Attachments: 1. Policy 082 Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and Places - 
Current ⇩  

2. Policy 082 Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and Places - 
Revised ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Policy 082 - Review Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and 
Places be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council adopt the revised Policy 082 - Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and 
Places. 

 

 

The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement of the revised Policy 082 - Alcohol In Council 
Controlled Spaces and Places. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Policy 082 - Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and Places at Attachment 1 is due for 

review. 

• The revised version of the Policy is at Attachment 2. 

• After initial discussion with Governance, Events, Safer Cities and General Manager 

Community and Regulatory Services the intention is to update the Policy, rather than rescind 

the Policy.  

• The Policy has been simplified with clarity on restricted areas, and how permission to 

consume alcohol in these areas can be made and to whom. 

 

The Alcohol in Council Controlled Spaces and Places Policy 082 was adopted in April 2015 and 
is due for review within the term of the Council. 

There are numerous event applications received each year that request the consumption of 
alcohol as part of their event taking place on Council owned/controlled land. The Policy’s 
objective is to guide Council, its staff and customers in the management of Council’s spaces and 
places in relation to the use of alcohol.  

During consultation with internal stakeholders, the Policy is actively used by the Events Team 
and the Customer Service Team in determining the issue of a Council permit for consumption of 
alcohol on Council controlled/owned spaces. This is used alongside the NT Liquor Act 2019 to 
ensure we adhere to legislation.  

 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 29 June 2021 

 

Item 14.2 Page 29 

The review of the Policy takes into account 

- The recently adopted Events Planning Guide, and consideration of including elements 
that are now incorporated into that document 

- Any changes to the NT Liquor Act 2019 that require Policy updates 

- Use of the Policy by active users being Customer Service, and Events team.  

Changes to the updated Policy include 

- The Policy has been simplified with clarity on restricted areas, and how permission to 
consume alcohol in these areas can be made and to whom, i.e. to City of Darwin, or the 
NT Liquor Licensing 

- Removal of Appendix A as this is not required in the Policy. An updated guideline 
document will be developed as a resource for the Events and Customer Service Teams 
to use internally when assessing event applications. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL DECISIONS 

At the 28 April 2015 Ordinary meeting Council resolved: 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

ALIGNMENT 
2 A Safe, Liveable and Healthy City 

2.1 By 2030, Darwin will be a safer place to live and visit 

CRITICAL DATES  To be reviewed and endorsed by end of Council term 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Nil 

RISK ASSESSMENT Assets & Infrastructure ☐   Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐   Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☒   Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand ☐   Work Health & Safety ☐ 

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed by ensuring 
the Policy is reviewed prior to the current Council sitting term.  

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation:  NT Liquor Act 2019 

Policy:    Events Planning Guide 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
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CONSULTATION & 

ENGAGEMENT 
Engagement Level: Inform    

Tactics:   Internal stakeholders will be informed of Policy 
    update 

COMMUNICATION 

PLAN FOR THIS 

INITIATIVE  

Internal   Events team, Customer Service team, Safer  
    Cities team 

External   Community and event organiser seeking events 
    permit that include consumption of alcohol. On 
    an as needs basis.  

PLACE SCORE 

STATEMENT 
A Safe and Liveable City 

DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 
The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not  have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.3 REVIEW OF POLICIES 007 - ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND 084 - 
PUBLIC ART 

Author: Arts and Cultural Development Officer  

Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  

Attachments: 1. Policy 007 - Arts and Cultural Development - Current ⇩  
2. Policy 084 - Public Art - Current ⇩  
3. Policy 084 Public Art and Cultural Development - Revised ⇩   

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policies 007 - Arts and Cultural Development and 084 - 
Public Art be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council adopts the revised Public Art and Cultural Development Policy 084. 

3. THAT Council rescinds the Arts and Cultural Development Policy 007. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present the revised Public Art and Cultural Development Policy 
084. It is proposed that the revised policy would also replace the existing Arts and Cultural 
Development Policy 007. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The Arts and Cultural Development Policy 007 at Attachment 1 and the Public Art Policy 

084 at Attachment 2 are due for revision.   

• Through the review process it was determined that the two policies can be merged to 

present all Council’s major positions within the arts portfolio in the one document. 

• Proposal is to rescind the Arts and Cultural Development Policy 007 and update Public Art 

Policy 084. 

• Additional clauses relating to artist rights (moral rights, copyright, and freedom of 

expression) have been added to ensure the policy functions effectively to better support 

Council staff and community in implementing public art, arts and cultural development.  
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DISCUSSION 

Both policies within the Arts and Cultural Development portfolio are due for revision, which has 

been undertaken by the Arts and Cultural Development Officer in consultation with the Arts and 

Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC), internal departmental staff including the 

Executive Manager of Governance, Strategy and Performance, and sector feedback. 

In line with Council’s ambition to streamline policies and ensure their effective function as an 

internal and external reference document, it is proposed the Public Art Policy 084 be extended 

to include Cultural Development clauses and the Arts and Cultural Development Policy 007 be 

rescinded.  

Since Council endorsed the THRIVE Public Art Program (2019 – 2023) and the Innovate 
Reconciliation Action Plan 2020 – 2022, the need for additional clauses relating to artist rights 
(moral rights, copyright, freedom of expression) has been reflected in the addition of new 
statements, with specific provisions for the employment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists and their intellectual property.  

As such, additional clauses to Policy 084 have been added including 3.1 Larrakia Recognition, 
3.2 Engagement of Artists, 3.3 Freedom of Artistic Expression, 3.4 Artist Moral Rights, 3.5 Artist 
Copyright, 3.6 Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP).  

The proposed Public Art and Cultural Development Policy 084 at Attachment 3 is a strong 
reference document that outlines Council’s position on the arts and makes clear Council’s 
commitment to best practice, transparency and best outcomes. This document is a more 
useable document for internal staff seeking to employ artists and for Council staff servicing 
public queries relating to the arts and cultural development portfolio. 

Background to current Arts and Cultural Development portfolio policies 

The Arts and Cultural Development Policy 007 was adopted in 2010 before a dedicated Arts 
and Cultural Development Officer was employed by City of Darwin, and before Council’s 
overarching strategic plan included commitments to vibrant outcomes for the city. Now both of 
these milestones have been achieved, this policy has outlived its relevance as a reference 
document. Feedback has been received from the Executive Manager of Governance, Strategy 
and Performance that much of the information within this policy was not the remit of a policy 
document (for example, information related to the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory 
Committee) and can be retired. 

The Public Art Policy 084 was adopted in 2015 at the same time as Council’s first Arts Plan 
2015 – 2020 and the Darwin City Master Plan 2015. It outlines provisions for the administration 
of public art within the municipality. Many of its clauses have been retained and updated in the 
new policy to align with the THRIVE Public Art Program. Some clauses have been removed as 
they already exist within Council’s Public Art Guidelines and do not require duplicating within a 
policy document.  
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 27 October 2015 Ordinary meeting Council resolved: 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as an iconic destination. 

CRITICAL DATES Nil 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Nil 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Commas & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed by ensuring 
the Policy is reviewed prior to the current Council sitting term. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2008 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Nil. 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Stakeholders that are known to engage artists will be informed of the 
Policy update. 

External 

Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee will be informed 
of the policy updates. 
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PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

A Vibrant and Creative City - Highlight the cultural, historic, economic 
and physical diversity that makes Darwin unique.  

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.4 REVIEW OF POLICY 043 – MEETINGS, MEETING PROCEDURE AND COMMITTEES  

Author: Executive Manager Governance Strategy & Performance  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. Policy 043 - Meetings, Meeting Procedure and Committees - 
Current ⇩  

2. Policy 043 - Meetings - Revised ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the item be taken off the table and be considered as the next item of business. 

2. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 043 – Meetings, Meeting Procedure and 
Committees be received and noted. 

3. THAT Council adopts Policy 043 – Meetings to take effect from 1 July 2021. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present a revised Policy, Policy 043 – Meetings. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Policy 043 – Meetings, Meeting Procedures and Committees is due for review.  

• The new Local Government Act 2019 commences on 1 July 2021. 

• Feedback from a Governance workshop conducted in November 2020 has been factored into 

this review and amendments to operational processes have occurred. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Policy 043 Meetings, Meeting Procedures & Committees was first adopted in 2010 and 
addresses: 

• The establishment of Committees, their terms of reference, composition and method of 
determining membership 

• Annual Committee Membership 

• Membership of External Bodies 

• Order of Business at Meetings 

• Requirements for Business Papers 

• Meeting procedures established in addition to those set forth in the Local Government Act and 
By-laws for Council and Committee Meetings. 

Over the last 12 months, Council officers have worked with elected members to revise this policy.  
The renewed policy takes into account the changes to the Local Government Act 2019 which will 
commence on 1 July 2021. 

The revised policy also takes into account the changes to the new City of Darwin By-Laws 2021 – 
yet to commence.  
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More recently, Elected Members raised the need to clarify the definitions associated with various 
positions put forward for Council resolution, i.e. receive and note, adopt, in-principle agreement / 
support.  As a result, some example definitions have been provided at Attachment 3.  If 
supported, these will be incorporated into the policy prior to presentation to Council on 29 June 
2021. 

Emphasis has been placed on consistency throughout the document including procedure and 
timeframes.  For example, where possible, requirements to submit / apply to present at a Council 
meeting have all been listed as 5 days prior to the meeting for consistency purposes.  This also 
better aligns with the administration of Council and will in the longer-term lead to efficiencies in 
agenda preparation.  

Government Relations and External Affairs will provide an overview of key changes to the briefing 
session on 8 June 2021 

Executive Manager Governance, Strategy and Performance has worked closely with the 
Department of Local Government to re-draft this policy. 

Manager Legislation and Policy (DLG), Ethan Redshaw will be officially thanked for his 
contribution to this work. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 10 November 2020 meeting Council resolved:  

14.2 REVIEW OF POLICY 043 MEETINGS, MEETING PROCEDURES AND 
COMMITTEES 

MOTION ON TABLE FROM 27 OCTOBER 2020 

1. THAT the report entitled review of Policy No. 043 Meetings, Meeting Procedures and 
Committees be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse that Part 7, Council meetings and procedures, of the Darwin City 
Council By-Laws be rescinded and undertake the amendment process.  

3. THAT City of Darwin Policy No. 043 - Meetings, Meeting Procedures and Committees be 
rescinded. 

4. THAT Council adopt Policy - Code of Meeting Practice, as contained in Attachment 2.  

RESOLUTION  ORD246/20 

Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

That this item lay on the table until it is workshopped. 

Carried 8/5 

RESOLUTION  ORD356/20 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 

1. THAT this item be taken off the table and considered as the next item of business. 

 
CARRIED 6/5 
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RESOLUTION  ORD357/20 

Moved: Alderman Mick Palmer 
Seconded: Alderman Peter Pangquee 

1. THAT the report entitled review of Policy No. 043 Meetings, Meeting Procedures and 
Committees be received and noted. 

2. THAT the review of Policy 043 - Meetings, Meeting Procedures and Committees does not 
proceed at this time and is brought to Council by July 2021. 

CARRIED 11/0 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.3 Decision Making and Management 

CRITICAL DATES July 2021 

This matter is laying on the table with a requirement to present a revised 
policy by July 2021. 

The new Local Government Act 2019 commences 1 July 2021. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Nil 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed via Council’s 
Legislative Compliance Framework  

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2019 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 2021 (yet to 
commence) 

City of Darwin By-Laws 2021 (yet to commence) 

Policy:  

Old Policy 043 – Meetings, Meeting Procedure and Committees 
(Attachment 1) 

New Policy 043 – Meetings (Attachment 2) 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Involve    

Tactics: Elected member workshops and briefing sessions  
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COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Elected members  

Strategic Direction Group  

External 

Department of Local Government  

George Roussos Legal  

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.5 SCHOOL BOOKINGS ON COUNCIL OVALS 

Author: Coordinator Recreation & Leisure  

Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  

Attachments: Nil  

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled School Bookings on Council Ovals be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council amend the fee in the Fees and Charges for school use of Gardens Two and 
Other Ovals with the following conditions:  

I. School Use (use by Darwin schools and Darwin school sports associations during 
weekdays 7.30am-4.00pm only, subject to availability) – is free of charge; and 

II. Bookings can only be made up to one school term in advance.  

 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide a review of the school bookings on Council ovals 
between 1 July 2021 and 30 June 2022. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Council resolved in July 2020 that school use of ovals during school hours be free of charge, 

with bookings only to be made one school term in advance. 

• During 2020/21 eight of Council’s 17 ovals were booked by schools located next to that oval. 

• The highest user of Council ovals was Essington School Darwin, who booked Chrisp St Oval 

for over 517hrs, almost as many hours as the total sporting group seasonal bookings for that 

oval. 

• Sporting organisations who book Council ovals for seasonal training and competitions, often 

use the ovals from 4.00pm for junior training, therefore it is recommended that “school 

hours” for the purpose of oval bookings, be defined as 7.30am – 4.00pm Monday - Friday.  
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DISCUSSION 

Following a request from Essington International School Darwin and the Member for Nightcliff in 
May 2020, requesting the school be able to book Chrisp Street Oval via an annual booking 
rather than casual bookings, Council resolved in July 2020 that school use of ovals during 
school hours be free of charge, with bookings only to be made one school term in advance. 

Since 1 July 2020, eight of Council’s 17 ovals were booked by schools located next to that oval. 
In addition, Bagot Oval was booked for Regional School Sports.   

Wagaman Oval is the only oval with a school located next to it that has not been booked in the 
past 12 months. 

The total number of hours booked by schools at each oval is detailed below: 

Oval School 2020-21 Total Hours 

Anula Anula Primary School 30.5 

Bagot Darwin Regional School Sports 19.5 

Chrisp Street Essington School Darwin 517.25 

Jingili Jingili Primary School 7.5 

Malak Malak Primary School 2 

Moil Moil Primary School 35 

Nakara Nakara Primary School 56 

Wanguri Wanguri Primary School 19.5 

Wulagi Wulagi Primary School 39 

By far the highest user of Council ovals was Essington School Darwin, who booked Chrisp St 
Oval for a total of over 517hrs. This is almost as many hours as the total sporting group 
seasonal bookings for the oval (572hrs).   

Chrisp St Oval is categorised in Council’s Sports Field Plan as a Local Oval, and therefore 
receives turf maintenance to meet a lower level of use than District Ovals. The school bookings 
will now be sent to Council’s Parks Team regularly with sporting group seasonal allocations, as 
this may impact future turf maintenance requirements of Chrisp Street Oval, or other local ovals 
that receive high use during school hours.  

While the majority of bookings have been made for between the hours of 8.00am – 4.00pm, 
some have been for between 3.30 – 5.00pm, which could be deemed outside of school hours.  

Sporting organisations who book Council ovals for seasonal training and competitions, often use 
the ovals from 4.00pm for junior training, therefore it is recommended that “school hours” for the 
purpose of oval bookings, be defined as 7.30am – 4.00pm Monday - Friday.  

Schools can make a casual booking outside of school hours (subject to availability), however it 
is recommended this continue to be charged at the Casual Hire rates listed in Council’s fees 
and charges. 
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It is therefore the recommendation of this report that Council amend the Fees and Charges for 
school use of Gardens Two and Other Ovals with the following conditions:  

I. School Use (use by Darwin schools and Darwin school sports associations during 
weekdays 7.30am-4.00pm only, subject to availability) – is free of charge; and 

II. Bookings can only be made up to one school term in advance. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL DECISIONS 

At the 28 July 2020 meeting Council resolved: 

RESOLUTION  ORD001/20 

School Bookings of Council Ovals 

 3.    THAT Council endorse the introduction of a new fee in the 2020/2021 Fees and Charges 
for Gardens Two and Other Ovals with the following conditions:  

I. School Use (use by schools and school sports associations during school hours 
only, subject to availability) – is free of charge; and 

II. Bookings can only be made up to one school term in advance.  

4.      That a review be conducted in 12 months and a report be put to Council.  

STRATEGIC PLAN 

ALIGNMENT 
2 A Safe, Liveable and Healthy City 

2.3 By 2030, Darwin residents will be more active and healthy 

CRITICAL DATES  Nil 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Budget/Funding:    

Income from school casual bookings over the past three financial years 
has been: 

2020/21 - $0 

2019/20 - $675 

2018/19 - $3,915 

The 2020-21 Fees and Charges state that ‘use by schools and school 
sports associations during school hours only is free of charge’.  While 
some of the bookings taken in the past 12 months were for between 
3.30 – 5.00pm, which could be deemed outside of school hours, these 
were not charged a fee. 

Is Funding identified:  N/A 
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RISK ASSESSMENT Assets & Infrastructure ☐   Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐   Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐   Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand ☒   Work Health & Safety ☐ 

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

There is a reputational risk that imposing fees on schools, where a 
common practice of free of charge use has historically been in place, 
may be viewed by schools unfavourably. 

Risks identified in relation to this report will be managed by continuing 
to offer school use free of charge during weekdays 7.30am – 4.00pm.  

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation:  Nil 

Policy:    Policy 019 Revenue - Fees and Charges  

Darwin 2030 City for People, City of Colour’s Strategic Direction 2 aims 
for residents and visitors alike to embrace Darwin’s tropical lifestyle and 
outdoor facilities. It includes strategic actions to ensure our parks and 
open spaces will be well-maintained, clean and accessible for all, 
including: 

• Provide an accessible network of Council parks and recreation 
facilities that encourage active living for all ages and abilities. 

 

• Deliver and facilitate affordable activities that contribute to a 
healthy and active community. 

Policy 019 Revenue – provides a rational used to determine Council 
fees and charges. Under this policy oval hire fees can be classified as 
Elective Services.  The Pricing Policy states Fees will be charged at 
Full Cost up to a level of perceived fee resistance. If Full Cost is not 
recovered, then the fee is classified as Partial Cost.  

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION & 

ENGAGEMENT 
Nil 

COMMUNICATION 

PLAN FOR THIS 

INITIATIVE  

Internal Customer Services to be notified of any changes to oval 
fees and charges 

External Hire fees for ovals are listed in Council Fees and Charges 
booklet 

PLACE SCORE 

STATEMENT 
The use of Council ovals by schools contributes to the priority of A 
Safe, Liveable and Healthy City – support the strengthening of social 
ties and support networks in local communities. 
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DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 
The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not  have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.6 DRAFT 2021/22 MUNICIPAL PLAN - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION OUTCOMES 

Author: Executive Manager Governance Strategy & Performance 
Manager Engagement & Events  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. Written Responses to Municipal Plan Consultation - By Engage 
Darwin ⇩  

2. Written Responses to Municipal Plan Consultation - By Email ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled 2021/22 Municipal Plan – Community Consultation Outcomes be 
received and noted. 

2. THAT Council receive and note the Community Consultation summary report provided at 
Attachment 1 and email feedback provided at Attachment 2. 

3. THAT Council, pursuant to Section 32 (2) of the Local Government Act 2008, delegates to the 
Chief Executive Officer the power to respond to all submitters regarding feedback on the Draft 
2021/22 Municipal Plan.  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present Council the 2021/22 Draft Municipal Plan Community 
Consultation Outcomes for its consideration. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Council endorsed the Draft 2021/22 Municipal Plan incorporating the Annual Budget and Fees 

and Charges Booklet on 18 May 2021.   

• Community consultation was open for a period of 21 days from Wednesday 19 May 2021 and 

closing on Wednesday 9 June 2021. 

• 21 visits were recorded at the Engage Darwin site and a total of eleven (11) responses were 

received.  Seven (7) via Engage Darwin and four (4) direct email to the Chief Executive 

Officer. 

• The Municipal Plan has been received and updated as a result of consultation and will be 

presented for adoption under a separate report to Council.  

 

DISCUSSION 

The DRAFT 2021/22 Municipal Plan (incorporating the 2021/22 Annual Budget and 2021/22 Fees 
and Charges) was released for community consultation for the period Wednesday 19 May 2021 to 
Wednesday 9 June 2021. 

The Municipal Plan was released via Engage Darwin and made available on Council’s website 
and at Council’s Civic Centre and four library locations.  

There were 21 visits recorded at the Engage Darwin site with a total of seven responses via 
Engage Darwin, Attachment 1. 

There were a further four (4) responses received via email to the Chief Executive Officer, 
Attachment 2. 
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Key feedback includes: 

• City Maintenance concerns   

• Outdoor Dining / Alfresco Dining Fees 

• Walking and Cycling / Movement initiatives  

• Provision of Sport and Recreation facilities including Basketball 

In addition to the formalised feedback there is some anecdotal evidence gleaned from social 
media that demonstrates negative feedback relating to Council’s proposed reintroduction to 
Outdoor Dining Fees from 1 July 2021. 

A response has also been received from the Department of Chief Minister and Cabinet, Local 
Government with regards to the Municipal Plan’s compliance with the Local Government Act. In 
addition to administrative corrections, the Department has provided the following feedback: 

• An update to the Long-Term Financial Plan is required to align with the draft 2021/22 
budget movements.   

• Commentary on declaration of rates.  

• Consideration of an early payment of the 2021/22 Financial Assistance Grants 

The final 2021/22 Municipal Plan incorporating the Annual Budget and Fees and Charges for 
2021/22 will be presented for adoption under a separate report to Council.  

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the Special Ordinary Meeting on 18 May 2021, Council resolved:  

9.1 DRAFT 2021/22 MUNICIPAL PLAN (INCLUDING THE ANNUAL BUDGET) 

RESOLUTION  SPE001/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 

THAT the report entitled Draft 2020/21 Municipal Plan and Annual Budget be received and 
noted. 

1. THAT pursuant to Section 103 of the Local Government Act, the staffing plan approved by 
Council for the 2021/22 financial year be based on a total budget for employee costs of 
$37.5M and an approved establishment full time equivalent (FTE) of 378 staff, noting that 
short-term projects may temporarily change the number of staff actually employed. 

2. THAT Council endorse the Draft 2021/22 Municipal Plan incorporating the proposed 
2021/22 Annual Budget, for the purpose of public consultation. 

3. That pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act, and Regulation 8 of the 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations, the decision, report and attachments, be 
held in-confidence until 10.30am Wednesday 19 May 2021 at which time the decision, 
report and attachments will be made public to media and on Council’s website. 

CARRIED 11/0 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.1 Vision and Culture 

CRITICAL DATES 31 July 2021 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 2008, the Municipal Plan 
and Annual Budget must be adopted by Council by 31 July. 
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BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   N/A 

Is Funding identified:  N/A 

There are no budget implications as a result of this report.  Any budget 
implications as a result of a change to the Municipal Plan will be 
considered under a separate report to Council. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial     Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed though 
adherence to the Local Government Act 2008. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2008 

Policy:  

Policy 025 – Community Consultation 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Consult    

Tactics: Online engagement tactics included Engage Darwin, Social 
Media and Council’s website.  

A media event was held on Wednesday 19 May 2021 to release the 
draft Municipal Plan and provide public information on Council 
initiatives. 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Three CEO Roadshow events were held to distribute information to staff 
on the Council initiatives in the draft 2021/22 Municipal Plan.  

External 

Media event, media releases and reactive media have been responded 
to. 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Council initiatives should consider Place Score priorities as part of 
budgeting and planning processes.  

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.7 2021/22 DECLARATION OF RATES AND CHARGES 

Author: Executive Manager Finance 
Team Leader Revenue  

Authoriser: Chief Financial Officer  

Attachments: Nil 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled 2021/2022 Declaration of Rates and Charges be received and 
noted. 

2. THAT pursuant to Section 149 of the Local Government Act (“the Act”), Council adopts the 
Unimproved Capital Value method as the basis of the assessed value of allotments within 
the Darwin Municipality. 

3. THAT pursuant to Section 155 of the Act, Council declares that it intends to raise, for 
general purposes by way of rates, the amount of $67,290,222 which will be raised by the 
application of differential valuation-based charges (“differential rates”) with differential 
minimum amounts (“minimum amounts”) being payable in application of each of those 
differential rates.  

   For the purposes of paragraph 3, “residential parts or units” means a dwelling house, flat or 
other substantially self-contained residential unit or building. 

   Council hereby declares the following differential rates and minimum amounts payable in the 
application of those differential rates for the financial year ending 30 June 2022: 

a) 0.563150% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned LR, 
RR, R or RL under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount 
payable in the application of that differential rate being $1,187.00 multiplied 
by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

b) 0.563150% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned LMR, 
MR or HR under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount 
payable in the application of that differential rate being $1,246.00 multiplied 
by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

c) 0.527717% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned CV 
under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the 
application of that differential rate being $1,187.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

d) 0.704249% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned CB 
under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the 
application of that differential rate being $1,502.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 
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e) 0.547979% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned PS or 
CN under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in 
the application of that differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or  

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

f) 0.510170% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned OR 
under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the 
application of that differential rate being $490.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

g) 0.563150% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned FD, 
SU, CP, CL, RD or U under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum 
amount payable in the application of that differential rate being $1,246.00 
multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

h) 0.751276% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned C, or 
SC under the NT Planning Scheme other than those classes of allotments 
described in paragraphs (i) and (j) below, with the minimum amount payable 
in the application of that differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

i) 1.395119% of the assessed value of those classes of allotments within the municipality 
zoned C or SC under the NT Planning Scheme with a parcel area equal to or 
greater than 40,000m² and being allotments on which there is situated a 
major shopping centre, with the minimum amount payable in the application 
of that differential being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted 
for separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the 
Act) on each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

j) 0.751276% of the assessed value of those classes of allotments within the municipality 
zoned C or SC under the NT Planning Scheme with a parcel area less than 
40,000m² and being allotments on which there is situated a major shopping 
centre, with the minimum amount payable in the application of that 
differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted 
for separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the 
Act) on each allotment of land; or 
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(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

k) 0.624223% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned TC or 
HT under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the 
application of that differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

l) 0.545468% of the assessed value of all rateable land within the municipality zoned LI 
under the NT Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the 
application of that differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

m) 0.462998% of the assessed value of all rateable land (other than the small allotments 
identified below) within the municipality zoned GI or DV under the NT 
Planning Scheme, with the minimum amount payable in the application of 
that differential rate being $1,237.00 multiplied by :- 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 

 

 

 Council considers the following classes of allotments within the municipality 
zoned GI to be a different class of allotments and small allotments for the 
purposes of section 148(3)(b) of the Act and the example given at the foot of 
that section:  

• Units 1 to 3 and Units 5 to 98 comprised in Unit Plan No. 95/95;  

• Units 101 to 216 in Unit Plan 97/112;  

• Units 17 to 32 comprised in Unit Plan 98/32; 

• Lots 6244 to 6285 Hundred of Bagot; and 

• Lots 6330 to 6336 Hundred of Bagot. 
 

Council considers that an inequity would result if the minimum amount 
declared in respect of rateable land within Zone GI were applied to these 
small allotments, and accordingly, Council declares a lesser minimum 
amount, being $308.00, to be payable in respect of each of these small 
allotments. 

n) 0.563150% of the assessed value of every allotment of rateable land within the 
municipality not otherwise described above, with the minimum amount 
payable in the application of that differential rate being $1,187.00 multiplied 
by :- 
 

(a) the number of separate residential parts or units that are adapted for 
separate occupation or use (pursuant to section 148(4) of the Act) on 
each allotment of land; or 

(b) the number 1, 
whichever is the greater. 
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4. Pursuant to Section 156 of the Act Council declares the following special rate (“the Parking 

Local Rate”): 
a) The purpose for which the Parking Local Rate is to be imposed is to defray the expense of 

and in relation to on-street and off-street parking within the central business district ("the 
Central Business District") as defined in Schedule 1 of the Local Government (Darwin 
Parking Local Rates) Regulations 1982 ("the Regulations"), it being the opinion of the 
Council that such on-street and off-street parking is and will be of special benefit to the 
ratepayers of the Central Business District. 

 

b) The amount to be raised by the Parking Local Rate is $1,028,376. 
 

c) The Parking Local Rate is to be an amount of $246.82 per car parking space which will be 
assessed and levied in accordance with the Regulations. Notification of the parking usage 
schedule 2021/2022 has been duly prepared in accordance with Regulation 4 of the 
Regulations and notified in the Northern Territory Government Gazette on 9 June 2021 
and in the Northern Territory News on 10 June 2021. 

 
d) The Parking Local Rate will be levied on all rateable land in the Central Business District in 

accordance with the Regulations. 
 

e) Appeals against an entry in the parking usage schedule may be made in accordance with 
regulation 7 of the Regulations. The period for appeals under regulation 7 of the 
Regulations expires on 8 July 2021. 

 

f) Proceeds of the Parking Local Rate shall be applied by the Council for the provision, 
operation and maintenance of land, facilities, services and improvements for and in 
connection with the parking of vehicles in the Central Business District, including both on-
street and off-street parking facilities. 

 
5. Pursuant to Section 157 of the Act, Council declares that it intends to raise $8,347,229 and 

makes and declares the following charges for the financial year ending 30 June 2022 for the 
purpose of enabling or assisting Council to meet the cost of the garbage collection and 
recycling collection services and the waste disposal services it provides for the benefit of 
residential land within the municipality and the occupiers of such land: 

 

a) A charge of $297.00 per annum per residential dwelling in respect of kerbside garbage 
and recycling collection services and a waste disposal service provided for the benefit 
of, or which Council is willing and able to provide for the benefit of, each residential 
dwelling within the municipality other than a residential dwelling as described in Parts 
1, 2 and 3 of the Schedule below and the occupiers of such land. 

 
The services are – 

i). a kerbside garbage collection service of one visit per week; and 
ii). a kerbside recycling collection service of one visit per fortnight, 

 

with the collection of waste contained in a maximum of one 240 litre mobile bin per 
garbage collection or recycling collection visit; and 

iii). access to the SBWDS, by means of an access tag of such type as may be 
provided by the Council, to enable the owner or occupier of such residential 
dwelling to dispose of such waste items as may be accepted by the 
operator of the SBWDS from time to time. Council will provide one access 
tag for each such residential dwelling. Additional or replacement tags can 
be purchased for the fee determined by Council from time to time. 
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b) A charge of $277.00 per annum per residential dwelling in respect of non-kerbside 

(communal) garbage and recycling collection services and a waste disposal service 
provided for the benefit of, or which Council is willing and able to provide for the 
benefit of, each residential dwelling within the municipality where the number of 
residential dwellings (as the case may be) exceeds three (3) other than a residential 
dwelling as described in Parts 2 and 3 of the Schedule below and the occupiers of 
such land. 
 
The services are as described in Part 1 of the Schedule below. 

 
c) A charge of $277.00 per annum per residential dwelling in respect of non-kerbside 

(communal) garbage and recycling collection services and a waste disposal service 
provided for the benefit of, or which Council is willing and able to provide for the 
benefit of, each residential dwelling within the municipality where: 

 

i). the number of residential dwellings exceeds twelve (12), other than a residential 
dwelling as described in paragraph 5(d) below; 

 

ii). the dwellings and the facilities in and about the dwellings meet the requirements of 
the Council for the purposes of providing the services; 
and 

 

iii). the owners of the dwellings have notified the Council in writing of their wish to be 
provided with these services. 

 
The services are as described in Part 2 of the Schedule below. 

 
d) A charge of $277.00 per annum per residential dwelling in respect of non-kerbside 

(communal) garbage and recycling collection services and a waste disposal service 
provided for the benefit of, or which Council is willing and able to provide for the 
benefit of, each residential dwelling within the municipality where: 

 

i). the number of residential dwellings exceeds forty (40); 
 

ii). the dwellings and the facilities in and about the dwellings meet the requirements of 
the Council for the purposes of providing the services; 
and 

iii). the owners of the dwellings have notified the Council in writing of their wish to be 
provided with these services. 

 

The services are as described in Part 3 of the Schedule below; 

e) Where, in response to a written request from a person liable to pay a charge in respect 
of a residential dwelling referred to in paragraph 5(a), Council approves the request 
and provides an additional service in the form of the weekly kerbside collection of 
waste contained in one or more additional 240 litre mobile garbage bins, a charge of 
$492.00 per annum, per additional garbage bin shall apply to that residential dwelling. 
The additional service shall be the provision and collection of waste contained in the 
number of additional 240 litre mobile garbage bins approved by Council in response to 
such written request, which charge shall be levied and paid in conjunction with the 
charge for the weekly kerbside collection service referred to in paragraph 5(a). 
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f) Where, in response to a written request from a person liable to pay a charge in respect 
of a residential dwelling referred to in paragraph 5(a), Council approves the request 
and provides an additional service in the form of the fortnightly kerbside collection of 
recycled items contained in one or more additional 240 litre mobile recycling bins, a 
charge of $115.00 per annum, per additional recycling bin shall apply to that 
residential dwelling. The additional service shall be the provision and collection of 
recycled items contained in the number of additional 240 litre mobile recycling bins 
approved by Council in response to such written request, which shall be levied and 
paid in conjunction with the charge for the fortnightly kerbside collection service 
referred to in paragraph 5(a). 

 
g) For the purposes of this paragraph 5: 

i).  “residential dwelling” means a dwelling house, flat or other substantially self 
contained residential unit or building on residential land and includes a unit 
within the meaning of the Unit Titles Act and the Unit Title Schemes Act. 

ii). “residential land” means land used or capable of being used for residential 
purposes (but does not include land on which there is no residential dwelling). 

iii). “SBWDS” means the Shoal Bay Waste Disposal Site located at Lot 3952 Town 
of Sanderson. 

 

SCHEDULE 

CITY OF DARWIN 

GARBAGE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION SERVICES 

 

PART 1 – 

 

Communal Services for more than 3 residential dwellings (refer paragraph 5(b) of declaration) 

 

The services are – 

(a) two (2) non-kerbside garbage collections per week; and 
 

(b) one (1) non-kerbside recycling collection per week, 
 

with the collection of waste and recycled items contained in the number of bins for garbage and 
recycling collections being as set out in the table below; and 

(c) access to the SBWDS, by means of an access tag of such type as may be provided by the 
Council, to enable the owner or occupier of such residential dwelling to dispose of such 
waste items as may be accepted by the operator of the SBWDS from time to time. Council 
will provide one access tag for each such residential dwelling. Additional or replacement 
tags can be purchased for the fee determined by Council from time to time. 
 

NUMBER OF 
HOUSEHOLDS 

GARBAGE BINS 

240 LITRE 

RECYCLING BINS 

240 LITRE 

TOTAL NUMBER 
240 LTR BINS 

4 1 1 2 

5-6 2 1 3 

7-8 2 2 4 
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9-12 3 2 5 

13-16 4 3 7 

17-18 5 3 8 

19-20 5 4 9 

21-24 6 4 10 

25-28 7 5 12 

29-30 8 5 13 

31-32 8 6 14 

33-36 9 7 16 

37-40 10 7 17 

41-44 11 8 19 

45-48 12 8 20 

 
PART 2 – 

 

Communal Services for more than 12 residential dwellings that meet the requirements of 
Council (refer paragraph 5(c) of declaration) 

 

The services are – 

 

(a) two (2) non-kerbside garbage collections per week; and 
(b) one (1) non-kerbside recycling collection per week, 

 

with the collection of waste and recycled items contained in the number of bins for garbage and 
recycling collections being as set out in the table below; and 

(c) access to the SBWDS, by means of an access tag of such type as may be provided by the 
Council, to enable the owner or occupier of such residential dwelling to dispose of such 
waste items as may be accepted by the operator of the SBWDS from time to time. Council 
will provide one access tag for each such residential dwelling. Additional or replacement 
tags can be purchased for the fee determined by Council from time to time. 

 

NUMBER OF 
HOUSEHOLDS 

GARBAGE BINS 

1,100 LITRE 

RECYCLING BINS 

240 LITRE 

TOTAL NUMBER 

 MIXED BINS 

13-16 1 3 4 

17-18 2 3 5 

NUMBER OF 
HOUSEHOLDS 

GARBAGE BINS 

1,100 LITRE 

RECYCLING BINS 

1,100 LITRE 

TOTAL NUMBER 

1,100 LTR BINS 

19-24 2 1 3 

25-32 2 2 4 

33-48 3 2 5 

49-64 4 3 7 
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65-71 5 3 8 

72-80 5 4 9 

81-96 6 4 10 

97-112 7 5 12 

 
PART 3 –  

Communal Services for more than 40 residential dwellings that meet the requirements of 
Council (refer paragraph 5(d) of declaration) 

 

The services are – 

(a) two (2) non-kerbside garbage collections per week; and 
(b) one (1) non-kerbside recycling collection per week, 

 

with the collection of waste and recycled items contained in the number of bins for garbage and 
recycling collections being as set out in the table below; and 

(c) access to the SBWDS, by means of an access tag of such type as may be provided by the 
Council, to enable the owner or occupier of such residential dwelling to dispose of such 
waste items as may be accepted by the operator of the SBWDS from time to time. Council 
will provide one access tag for each such residential dwelling. Additional or replacement 
tags can be purchased for the fee determined by Council from time to time. 

 

NUMBER OF 
HOUSEHOLDS 

3 CUBIC METRE 
GARBAGE BIN 

RECYCLING BINS 

1,100 LITRE 

TOTAL NUMBER 

 MIXED BINS 

41-48 1 2 3 

49-50 1 3 4 

51-71 2 3 5 

 
6. The relevant interest rate for the late payment of rates and charges is fixed in accordance 

with Section 162 of the Act at the rate of 18.0% per annum and is to be calculated on a daily 
basis. 

 

7. Rates and charges declared under this declaration may be paid by four (4) approximately 
equal instalments on the following dates, namely:- 

 

i). First Instalment:   30 September 2021 
ii). Second Instalment:  30 November 2021 
iii). Third Instalment:   31 January 2022 
iv). Fourth Instalment:  31 March 2022 

 

Instalments falling due on a weekend or public holiday may be paid by the following business day, 
without incurring any penalty. 

 

(a) Details of due dates and specified amounts will be listed on the relevant Rates Notice. 
 

(b) Variations to those options for payment will be administered according to the conditions 
outlined on the front and reverse of the Rates Notice.  
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(c) A ratepayer who fails to abide by such conditions may be sued for recovery of the principal 

amount of the rates and charges, late payment penalties, and costs reasonably incurred by 
Council in recovering or attempting to recover the rates and charges. If rates are payable 
by the owner of the land and are not paid by the due date, they become a charge on the 
land to which they relate, except within an Aboriginal community living area. In addition, 
Council may apply to register its charge over the land and sell the land to recover unpaid 
rates and charges. 

 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide for the adoption of 2021/2022 Rates and Charges that 
support the Budget contained in the City of Darwin 2021/2022 Municipal Plan. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The Council’s 2021/2022 Municipal Plan contains Council’s key rating proposals for the 

2021/2022 financial year.  

• The General Rate Yield for rateable properties within the Municipality has been increased 

by 2.5%. 

• Income per Municipal Plan/Budget:  

General Rates $67,290,222 

Garbage/Recycling $8,347,229 

Parking Local Rate $1,028,376 
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DISCUSSION 

The City of Darwin 2021/2022 Municipal Plan contains Council’s key rating proposals for the 
2021/2022 financial year. 

The General Rate Yield for rateable properties within the Municipality has been increased by 
2.5%. 

The charge for the domestic Garbage and Recycling collection service in 2020/2021 was 
originally $284.00 for Kerbside Collection and $264.00 per service for Manual Collection.  

The rates declaration recognises and incorporates as part of the charges imposed under 
Section 157 of the Act, the waste disposal service, namely access to the Shoal Bay Waste 
Disposal Site, provided to each residential dwelling. 

The charges for Kerbside and Manual collection services (including the waste disposal service) 
has been increased by $13.00, which increases the charge for Kerbside Collection to $297.00 
per service and for Manual Collection to $277.00 per service. 

The charge for additional garbage bins has been increased by $1.00, which increases the 
charge per additional service to $492.00 per additional general waste service and the charge for 
additional recycling bins has also been increased by $1.00, which increases the charge to 
$115.00 per additional recycling service. 

The rate applied for the Parking Local Rate has been retained at $246.82 per shortfall bay as 
per the 2020/2021 level. 

Council has previously recognised that strata titled Self-Storage Units should attract a lesser 
Minimum General Rate than other strata titled units situated within the GI Town Planning Zone. 
The charge for General Rate has been increased by $8, which increases the charge for General 
Rate to $308.00. A lesser Minimum General Rate may be declared for these types of properties 
in accordance with Section 148 (3)(b) of the Local Government Act. 

The penalty interest rate imposed pursuant to Section 162 of the Local Government Act has 
been retained at 18%. Relief from part or all of penalty interest accruals is available to 
ratepayers who are experiencing severe financial hardship and meet payment arrangement 
criteria, upon application. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 29 June 2021 meeting Council resolved:  

Council has now adopted the City of Darwin 2021/2022 Municipal Plan and Budget pursuant to 
Section 128 of the Local Government Act. 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.4 Accountability 

CRITICAL DATES 
Pursuant to Section 155 of the NT Local Government Act 2008 (the 
Act), Council is required to declare rates on or before 31 July of each 
year. 

Section 158 of the Act requires Council to publish notice of the rates 
on its website and in a newspaper circulating generally in council’s 
area. A notice will be booked to be published in the NT News post the 
Council meeting. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   $76,665,827 

Funding identified:  Income per Municipal Plan/Budget 

Description:   General Rates $67,290,222 

    Garbage/Recycling $8,347,229 
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    Parking Local Rate $1,028,376 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial     Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

In accordance with City of Darwin risk management policy, the Risk 
Rating is: Insignificant Possible 

If rates are not declared in accordance with the requirements of the NT 
Local Government Act 2008, Council is unable to legally levy rates. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation:  Parts 11.5 and 11.6 of NT Local Government Act 
2008 

Policy: N/A 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Existing Position No: N/A 

Contractor:  N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Consult    

Tactics: The Draft Municipal Plan was open for public consultation 
for a period of 21 days from 19 May 2021 to 9 June 2021. 

External  The draft Declaration of Rates and Charges report 
and public notice has been legally reviewed to ensure compliance with 
the requirements of the Local Government Act 2008. 

Internal  The budget estimates have been discussed in depth 
with Council and the Executive Leadership Team. The estimates were 
published in the City of Darwin 2021/2022 Draft Municipal Plan and 
Budget and made available for public inspection and comment for a 
period of 21 days following publication on Council’s website on 
Wednesday, 19 May 2021 and advertisement in the NT News on 
Thursday, 20 May 2021. 

 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Nil 

External 

This report forms part of the adoption of the Municipal plan and 
Budget, formally declaring the Rates and Charges for 2021/2022. 

Section 158 of the NT Local Government Act 2008 requires Council to 
publish notice of the Rates on its website and in a newspaper 
circulating generally in council’s area. A notice will be published in the 
NT News post this Council meeting. 
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PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.8 ADOPTION OF 2021/22 MUNICIPAL PLAN  

Author: Executive Manager Governance Strategy & Performance  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. 2021/22 City of Darwin Municipal Plan (including Fees and Charges) 
⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled adoption of 2021/22 Municipal Plan be received and noted. 

2. THAT the Certificate in terms of Regulation 24 (1) of the Local Government (Accounting) 
Regulations, as tabled by the Chief Executive Officer at this Ordinary Council Meeting, 
Tuesday 29 June 2021, regarding Assessment Record and Record of Rates, be received 
and noted. 

3. THAT Council waives all Outdoor Dining Fees listed on page 97 of the 2021/22 Fees and 
Charges, Attachment 2 for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022. 

4. THAT Council adopts the 2021/22 City of Darwin Municipal Plan, provided at Attachment 1, 
noting that it includes the: 

(a) Council’s Annual Service Delivery Plan as the basis of deliverables to the Darwin 
municipality for 2021/22; 

(b) The 2021/22 Annual Budget to be effective from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022 

5. THAT Council adopts the 2021/22 Fees and Charges as provided at Appendix D to the 
Municipal Plan, to be effective from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022; 

6. THAT Council, pursuant to Section 32(2) of the Local Government Act 2008 delegates to the 
Chief Executive Office the power to use the 2021/22 Annual Budget as the basis to update 
the City of Darwin Long-Term Financial Plan 2030 and provide back to a future meeting of 
Council for endorsement. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is for Council to adopt the 2021/22 Municipal Plan, incorporating the 
2021/22 Annual Budget and 2021/22 Fees and Charges. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Council is required to have a plan called a Municipal Plan.  For City of Darwin, this is the 
annual plan which incorporates Council’s Annual Service Delivery Plan, Annual Budget and 
Fees and Charges.  

• A draft of the Municipal Plan was released for public consultation on 19 May 2021.  
Consultation concluded on 9 June 2021.  Feedback, where relevant, has been incorporated 
into the 2021/21 Municipal Plan, Attachment 1. 

• The Municipal Plan has been developed considering the Darwin 2030 – City for People. City of 
Colour. Strategic Plan and other Council strategies and plans, the Local Government Act 2008, 
and incorporates the following key requirements which are effective from 1 July 2021 to 30 
June 2022: 

- Annual Service Delivery Plan 

- Annual Budget  

- Fees and Charges 
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• The 2021/22 Municipal Plan highlights include: 

- a 2.5% increase to general rates income 

- unprecedented capital investment totalling $91.5M 

- $2.1M to deliver the Better Suburbs and Enhancements projects  

- $1.5M Stormwater upgrades and reconstruction 

- $1.3M Tree Establishment Program  

- $14.0M Shoal Bay Waste Management Facility Cells 3 and 4 capping 

- $1.6M in community support funding  

- $1.9M towards creating a safer Darwin  

- $9.3M to maintain parks and green spaces across the municipality 

- $29.1M total investment in sports and recreation infrastructure  

 

DISCUSSION 

Section 22 of the Local Government Act 2008 (the Act) states that each Council must have a plan 
for its area.  For municipal councils it is to be called a Municipal Plan. The Municipal Plan must be 
adopted by Council between 1 April and 31 July each year and undergo a minimum of 21 days 
public consultation.  

Council has complied with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2008 (the Act) to 
develop the 2021/22 Municipal Plan. 

A number of Council decisions have informed the 2021/22 Municipal Plan to date.  These include: 

• Decision SPE217/21 – Adoption of the 2021/22 Staffing Plan in accordance with Section 
103 of the Act. 

• Decision ORD176/21 – Adoption of Elected Member Allowances for 2021/22  

• Decision SPE217/21 – Endorsement of a draft plan for community consultation. 

• Decision ORD224/21 and ORD 225/21 – Endorsement of Sponsorship and Operating 
Subsidy budget allocations.  

Overview of 2021/22 Municipal Plan  

The 2021/22 Municipal Plan sets out the deliverables and projects that the City of Darwin 
proposes to deliver for the community to achieve the Strategic Directions of the Darwin 2030 – 
City for People. City of Colour Strategic Plan. 

This year’s Municipal Plan focusses on delivering projects across the municipality that ensure a 
“Better City. Better Suburbs.” with a record-breaking capital works program of $91.5M, $55.0M of 
which will deliver the Casuarina Aquatic and Leisure Centre and Civic Centre Redevelopment 
projects.  The total allocation towards capital projects during this term of Council (22nd Term) now 
amount to around $230M.  
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Projects and programs aligned to the five strategic directions in 2021/22 include: 

• $2.1M on Better Suburbs and Enhancements projects  

• $1.5M Stormwater upgrades and reconstruction 

• $1.3M Tree Establishment Program  

• $14.0M Shoal Bay Waste Management Facility Cells 3 and 4 capping 

• $1.6M in community support funding  

• $1.9M towards creating a safer Darwin  

• $9.3M to maintain parks and green spaces across the municipality  

• $29.1M total investment in sports and recreation infrastructure  

Council Services / Service Profiles (Pages 34-37) 

Council’s Service Delivery Plan for 2021/22 is outlined from page 32 in the Municipal Plan, 
Attachment 1. 

To better achieve alignment of services and budget, Council has increased its defined services 
from 39 to 41.  Key changes include: 

• Moving commercial property from within Asset Management to a new service profile 
entitled Property Management.  This will allow Council to better track the activity 
associated with property such as leases, licenses and land. 

• Incorporating Business Resilience into a new service profile entitled ‘Emergency Planning 
and Response” as business continuity is a core function of this service. 

• Removing the service profile for External Affairs and moving the function within the 
services of Marketing, Communications and External Affairs. External Affairs refers to 
public relations and media and stakeholder relationship management.  

• Moving the service of Fraud and Proficiency Management as a core function of Risk and 
Assurance.  

• Separating Governance, Strategy and Performance into two services to respond to new 
reporting requirements in the Local Government Act 2019.   

• Separating Human Resources and Workplace Health and Safety into two service profiles 
as they are two distinct and separate internal services for Council.  

• Removing Legal Services and Complaints Management as they are not discrete services.  
Whilst Corporate Services facilitate the provision of legal advice, Council does not provide 
a legal service.  Complaints Management is a process that Council is required to follow in 
order to resolve customer feedback or feedback about a member of staff or an Elected 
Member.  These processes occur within the relevant functional area of the business.  i.e. 
Elected Members in Governance and staff feedback is managed via Human Resources.  

• Creating a new service profile for Reconciliation in recognition of the requirements to 
deliver on the Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan and associated resource commitment.  

• Creating a new service profile for Revenue Management as a service that manages the 
rating and accounts receivable functions.  

• Creating a new service profile for the Darwin City Deal to ensure Council’s commitments 
for the Darwin City Deal can be funded, tracked and reported on for the remainder of the 
Darwin City Deal.  

• Removing the service of Strategic Projects and Grants as these are functions of Strategy 
and Performance and are not funded separately.   
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In addition, the Chief Executive Officer and General Managers have reviewed the naming of 
services to ensure they better reflect terminology that is reflective of industry standards and to 
ensure alignment with organisational structure and the general ledger structure for the annual 
budget and reporting requirements. 

Strategic Performance Measures (Page 38 and Appendix B to the Municipal Plan) 

The top-level Place Score Measures have been included in the Municipal Plan in order to meet 
legislative requirements to outline measures of performance in the Municipal Plan.  Measures for 
each Place Score attribute is outlined in Appendix B to the Municipal Plan.  These measures will 
form the basis of initiatives to be presented in future budgets to ensure the service delivery 
program remains on track with Council’s long-term strategic priorities.  

Strategic Projects (Page 40-41) 

City of Darwin’s Strategic Projects Prospectus outlines six strategic projects for Darwin’s future.  
In 2021/22, Council plans to deliver the Casuarina Leisure and Aquatic Centre.  

Major Projects (Pages 42-46) 

For City of Darwin, major projects are described as either operational or capital projects that 
exceed a budget of $1.0M.  Seven projects are identified as major projects in 2021/22 as follows: 

• Better Suburbs and Enhancements Projects - $2.1M  

• Redevelopment of the Darwin Civic Centre - $30.0M 

• Stormwater Upgrades and Reconstruction - $1.5M 

• Lee Point Road Upgrade - $3.3 (or $2.8M) 

• Velodrome - $2.25M 

• Shoal Bay Waste Management Facility - $14.0M 

• Australian Government Safer Communities Project - ‘Making Mindil Safe’ - $1.1M 

Service Improvements (Page 47) 

Council has programmed almost $1.0M in service improvements in the 2021/22 Municipal Plan.  
Service improvements may be one-off improvements in order to ensure Council achieves a level 
of compliance or delivers on operational initiatives such as Privacy Management or to deliver a 
Commercial Property Strategy. Other initiatives such as funding the East Point Advisory 
Committee are ongoing improvements to service delivery. 

2021/22 Deliverables (Pages 49-55) 

The key deliverables outlined on pages 49-55 of the Municipal Plan are the key actions that 
Council plans to undertake in 2021/22 to achieve the Darwin 2030 Strategic Plan directions and 
City of Darwin Governance Framework.  Deliverables may be project or service based and 
considered to be of importance to working towards our long-term plans.  It is through the 
deliverable sand departmental business plans that all other strategy and planning documents 
within Council are integrated.  

2021/22 Capital Works Program (Pages 57-59) 

The 2021/22 Capital Works Program outlines the capital programs and projects that Council will 
progress over the course of the financial year. Projects are defined as having a start and end 
date, whereas capital programs are derived from Council’s Asset Management Plans for renewing 
and replacing assets such as playgrounds, pathways and streetlighting. 

Community Consultation  

In accordance with the Local Government Act 2019, Council must display the Draft Municipal Plan 
for community consultation for a period of not less than 21 days.  The plan was be released for 
feedback from Wednesday 19 May 2021 to closed on Wednesday 9 June 2021.   
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There were 21 visits recorded at the Engage Darwin site with a total of seven responses via 
Engage Darwin. A further four (4) responses received via email to the Chief Executive Officer.  
Community feedback has been presented under a separate report to Council. 

Key feedback included: 

• City Maintenance concerns   

• Outdoor Dining / Alfresco Dining Fees 

• Walking and Cycling / Movement initiatives  

• Provision of Sport and Recreation facilities including Basketball 

In addition to the formalised feedback there is some anecdotal evidence gleaned from social 
media that demonstrates negative feedback relating to Council’s proposed reintroduction to 
Outdoor Dining Fees from 1 July 2021. 

As a result of feedback, the 2021/22 Municipal Plan, Annual Budget and Fees and Charges have 
been updated to implement a waiver of all Outdoor Dining Fees for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 
June 2022.  

A response has also been received from the Department of Chief Minister and Cabinet, Local 
Government with regards to the Municipal Plan’s compliance with the Local Government Act.  In 
addition to administrative corrections, the Department has provided the following feedback: 

• An update to the Long-Term Financial Plan is required to align with the draft 2021/22 
budget movements.   

• Commentary on declaration of rates.  

• Consideration of an early payment of the 2021/22 Financial Assistance Grants 

This report seeks Council delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to update the City of Darwin 
Long-Term Financial Plan 2030 in response to the 2021/22 Annual Budget.  The Long-Term 
Financial Plan 2030 will be presented back to Council to a future meeting of Council for 
endorsement, once programmed to be updated. 

A separate report is provided to this Ordinary Meeting for Council to declare Rates and Charges 
for 2021/22 as included in the Annual Budget.  Commentary to reflect this has been updated on 
the 2021/22 Municipal Plan.  The Declaration of Rates will be published in the NT News on Friday 
2 July 2021. 

Council acknowledges early receipt of Financial Assistance Grants for 2021/22 and this will be 
addressed as part of preparing the financial statements for the current 2020/21 financial year.  A 
budget variance will be actioned at first quarter budget reviews for the 2021/22 financial year.  

This report seeks Council’s delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to respond to all submitters 
who provided feedback during the consultation period on the Draft 2021/22 Municipal Plan. 

Overview of 2021/22 Annual Budget 

Council’s 2021/22 Annual Budget is balanced as per the requirements of section 127(3) of the 
Act. Council measures this compliance through its Statement of Cashflows. This statement 
reports all cash operating items as well as capital and treasury transactions. All non-cash items 
such as depreciation and Impairment are excluded. 

Council’s financial statements, in addition to the statement of Cashflows, include the Statement of 
Income for the year ended 30 June 2022 and the Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 
2022.   

• The Statement of Income for the 2021/22 financial year provides total Income of $109.36M, 
and total Expenditure of $123.41M, which together result in a net operating position of 
$14.05M deficit. This is slightly better than the $14.2M net operating deficit for the 2020/21 
year.   Once Capital Grants & Contributions, $12.17M, are included, the net deficit position of 
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$1.88M is arrived at. 

• The net operating deficit of $14.05M is primarily due to the Depreciation charge of $32.72M. 
This charge is not funded by Rates. Depreciation is the non-cash allocation of the wear and 
tear of Councils assets, each year over the life of the assets. Council has a total asset base 
of over $1.03B. 

Throughout the budget preparations significant focus was placed on creating efficiency and 
effectiveness savings throughout Council activities. In addition to the reductions made by 
Council’s Strategic Directions Group, further focus and reductions were placed on a number of 
categories including; overtime, consultants, travel and accommodation and temporary staff costs. 
There was also the implementation of the cost saving strategy of providing more activities with in-
house staff rather than outsourcing to contractors.  

Key financial assumptions and inputs delivered in this budget include:  

• General Rates increase of 2.5% 

• Small increase in the Waste Levy 

• Fees and Charges remain static, with a few minor exceptions 

• Decrease in Interest earnings  

• Minimal overall movement in the Materials, Contracts & Other Expenses category 

• Minimal change in the level of Capital Grants funding 

• Providing some contractor activities by the Council workforce. 

• Utilising the Carparking Reserves and the Sale of Land Reserve to fund the $30M Civic 
Centre Building upgrade project. 

• Budgeting for loan funds of up to $17.5M for part funding of the Casuarina Aquatic & Leisure 
Centre project and $12M for Cell Capping 3/4. 

Council uses a range of financial Key Performance Indicators, (KPI’s), to measure its financial 
sustainability.  These include: 

• The % of Rate Debtors is projected to be above its target of <5% at 6.4 % this is an 
improvement on the 2020/21 year and is due to the current economic climate.  

• The Debt Servicing Ratio of 4.4% sits within the target of 5%. 

• The Liquidity Ratio which measures Council’s ability to pay its debts after all restricted 
reserves. This is 1.28:1, against a target of >1.00:1. Although down on 2020/21 year, it 
remains at a prudent level. 

• The Asset Sustainability Ratio measures the level of depreciation being spent on renewing 
assets. In previous years this ratio has fallen close to or short of the target of > 50%, however 
the 2021/22 position is well ahead of this at 131.4%. 
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The Annual Budget projects a total closing balance of Reserves of $35.9M, being $24.5M 
externally restricted and $11.4M internally restricted. Significant movements in the Reserves 
include: 

• Sale of Land; The budget decrease, ($14.6M), is the use of the funds for the Civic Centre 
Building upgrade.  

• CBD Carparking Shortfall – Developer Contribution; The budget decrease, ($7.3M), reflects 
the use of funds for the Civic Centre Building upgrade.  

• CBD Carparking Shortfall – Rate Levy; The budget decrease, ($6.9M), reflects the use of the 
funds for the Civic Centre Building upgrade.  

• Plant Replacement; The budget decrease, ($2.3M) is primarily the use of the funds to replace 
Council Plant and vehicles.  

• Unspent Grants; The budget decrease, ($2.3M) reflects the use of the funds for the Velodrome 
project. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Decision SPE217/21 – Adoption of the 2021/22 Staffing Plan in accordance with Section 103 of 
the Act. 

Decision ORD176/21 – Adoption of Elected Member Allowances for 2021/22  

Decision SPE217/21 – Endorsement of a draft plan for community consultation. 

Decision ORD224/21 and ORD 225/21, – Endorsement of Sponsorship and Operating Subsidy 
budget allocations.  

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.3 Decision Making and Management 

CRITICAL DATES The Municipal Plan must be adopted by Council between 1 April and 31 
July each year and undergo a minimum of 21 days public consultation. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   N/A 

Is Funding identified:  N/A 

This report seeks to adopt the 2021/22 Municipal Plan, Annual Budget 
and Fees and Charges. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial     Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

There is a risk that if the recommendations contained within this report 
are not supported that Council will not comply with the Act to adopt a 
budget by 31 July 2021. 

Council relies on rates income to deliver its services. The current 
economic conditions in the community (primarily as a result of COVID-
19) poses a risk to Council’s Rates Income. This risk is mitigated 
through a provision for Rate waivers and can be offset by the funds 
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Council held in its Reserves. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

The Local Government Act requires the Municipal Plan to contain the 
following items: 

• A service delivery plan for the period of the plan; and 

• Indicators for judging the standard of the Council’s performance. 

• Council’s Budget. 

The Municipal Plan must also contain or incorporate by reference: 

• Any long-term community or strategic plans relevant to the period of 
the plan;  

• The Council’s Long-Term Financial Plan; 

• The Council’s most recent assessments of: 

- Constitutional arrangements for representation for the Council’s 

area; 
- Opportunities and challenges for local government service 

delivery in the Council’s area; 
- Possible changes to the regulatory and administrative framework 

for delivering services in the Council’s area; and 
- Whether possibilities exist for improving local government service 

delivery by co-operation with other councils, government 
agencies or other organisations. 

 

The Council must also adopt a legally compliant budget.  The adoption 
of a budget and rating is a decision that the Council cannot delegate. 

A “balanced” draft budget is presented in terms of Part 10.5, Section 
127(3) of the Act. 

All budgets include a risk of variability, which Council addresses by 
taking a prudent approach.  

Pursuant to S155 of the Act, Council must, on or before 31 July each 
year, declare rates (general rates).   

Council will consider rates under a separate report, prior to the adoption 
of the Municipal Plan.  The declaration of rates will be published in the 
NT News and on Council’s website on Friday 2 July 2021. 

The 2020/21 Municipal Plan, Attachment 1, complies with requirements 
outlined in the Act. 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

The 2021/22 Municipal Plan (incorporating the Annual Budget and Fees 
and Charges) are developed in house with existing resources.  
Documents are presented in line with Council’s adopted branding for its 
broader Strategic Planning Framework. 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Consult    

Tactics: The Municipal Plan was released for public consultation on 
Wednesday 19 June 2021 to Wednesday 9 June 2021. 

Community consultation has been presented under a separate report to 
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Council at this same Ordinary meeting.  

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Finance Section  

Engagement and Events Section  

External 

Lord Mayor will deliver an introductory speech moving that Council 
adopt the Municipal Plan 2021-22. 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Place Score is the strategic framework for measuring the Darwin 2030 
City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan.  The ratings are included 
within the Municipal Plan. 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.9 ADVOCACY & PARTNERSHIPS STRATEGY 

Author: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. Draft Advocacy & Partnership Strategy 2030 ⇩  

2. Priority Projects 2021-2023 ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council approve the Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy and note the Priority 
Projects document for the purposes of high-level advocacy activities.   

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval of the Advocacy and Partnerships 
Strategy 2030 and to note the Priority Projects 2021-2023. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Council has not, historically, had a strategic approach to advocacy. 

• As a capital city Council, it is important that Council is able to demonstrate its advocacy 

platforms and program to its community. 

• Council’s strategic plan Darwin 2030: City for People. City of Colour. outlines the roles that 

Council takes in the way that it delivers against its strategic actions. 

• The Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy sets 5 objectives and 5 principles that guide the way 

in which Council advocates and is at Attachment 1. 

• Council has a significant project portfolio of strategic and capital projects developed through 

Council’s response to the COVID-19 stimulus initiatives.   

• The Priority Projects 2021-2023 provides a structured publication to enable advocacy and 

partnership activities, at Attachment 2. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council has not, historically, had a strategic approach to advocacy. 

As a capital city Council, it is important that Council is able to demonstrate its advocacy platforms 

and program to its community. 

For Elected Members, it is important that Council’s platform is clear and able to be a tool in 

engagement with the community.  It is also important that a plan that outlines how Council 

advocates and what Council advocates for on the community’s behalf.  

Council’s strategic plan Darwin 2030: City for People. City of Colour. outlines the roles that 

Council takes in the way that it delivers against its strategic actions. 
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The Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy sets 5 objectives and 5 principles that guide the way in 

which Council advocates. 

They are: 

Advocacy Objectives 

✓ Promote council’s advocacy agenda and its priorities; 

✓ Positively influence the Darwin economy and influence job creation and statutory or policy 

outcomes for the community; 

✓ Increase funding for infrastructure or services from other levels of government to benefit 

the community to meet their needs and aspirations; 

✓ Influence Australian and Northern Territory legislation and social policy to improve 

community wellbeing; and 

✓ Keep our community informed about our advocacy agenda and activities through council 

performance reporting. 

Advocacy Principles 

✓ Engaging our community – understanding needs and aspirations; 

✓ Government for Darwin – leading as the Territory’s largest LGA; 

✓ Leveraging our role – partnerships with Australian and Northern Territory Governments 

to collaborate to achieve the best outcomes for our community; 

✓ Innovative and agile – lead in local government space to develop innovative solutions; 

and 

✓ Open and transparent – open and transparent in our advocacy objectives and priorities 

and our reporting to the community. 

There are many different ways in which Council has, in the past, and more recently, undertaken 
significant advocacy positions.  The basis for this has largely been for funding purposes or on 
matters that affect Council and the community.  From a funding perspective, in grant applications 
and as part of our major projects planning, like the Casuarina Aquatic and Leisure Centre and 
more recently Lameroo Beach and Baths. Similarly, on matters of policy, when invited (by a 
stakeholder like NT Government) or at the will of Council, like the policy position on the 9 refugees 
at Winnellie or anti-social behaviour in the community and our advocacy to the NT Government 
and partnership in providing funding for security services for our CBD. 
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The themes for Council’s advocacy have been derived through a desktop review of past advocacy 
successes, feedback from the Living Darwin Summit in 2018, which was the community’s position 
that formed the basis of our strategic plan; Darwin 2030: City for People. City of Colour. They are 
frame as ‘Why Darwin?’ and outlined on pages 6 and 7 of the strategy: 

 

✓ Strategically located 

✓ Young, diverse, vibrant 

✓ Full of potential 

✓ Growth-ready 

✓ Investment destination 

✓ Exciting future 

✓ Strong history 

✓ Valued cultural heritage 

 

The Priority Projects 2021-2023 provides a structured publication to enable advocacy and 

partnership activities. It has been designed as a tool in its own right, but also to enable separate 

project sheets to be used for specific advocacy discussions. This document will be important in 

key funding submissions Council makes and as a reference for Federal, Territory and Local 

Government candidates in elections to gain an understanding of the advocacy opportunities for 

Darwin.  It also allows planning for campaigns associated with investment attraction and 

marketing of Darwin as a destination and signals people interacting with that strategy to engage 

with Council’s other key strategic pillars, including our Economic Development Strategy 2030, 

Municipal Plan 2021-22, Long Term Financial Plan and Long Term Capital Plan. This is 

particularly important for companies and businesses wishing to do business with Council. 

Council currently has a Strategic Projects Prospectus. That document was developed in 2019 and 

since that time, Council has increased its strategic project portfolio, with resolutions to endorse a 

large platform of strategic and capital projects that were developed through Council’s response to 

the COVID-19 stimulus initiatives in a bid to source Australian Government funding.  

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.2 Roles and Relationships 

CRITICAL DATES Approval of the Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy 2030 for the 
upcoming August 2021 Local Government Elections and in anticipation 
for a potential September 2021 early Federal Election will be important. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   $30,000 

Is Funding identified:  Yes 

An economic consultant was engaged to validate the work done by staff 
to develop the strategy and to benchmark with other capital city and like-
regional councils nationally to ensure Council has a contemporary and 
effective advocacy platform. 
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RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed through 
communications to accompany use of the strategy with stakeholders and 
the community. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

N/A 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Contractor:   

Karen Green Consulting (Karen Green, past partner of Deloitte was 
engaged to develop Council’s Economic Development Strategy and has 
significant background in the development of the Northern Territory’s 
Economic Framework. As the Advocacy and Partnerships Strategy is 
closely link with Council’s EDS, Karen was engaged to ensure 
alignment and economic legitimacy). 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement with the community will be on an inform basis once the 
strategy is published as part of a communications and engagement 
plan. 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Strategic Direction Group and Senior Leadership Team have had key 
input into the strategy. 

External 

On publication a campaign to promote the document will be developed.   

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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14.10 SEARCY STREET ROAD WIDENING AND WOOLWORTHS ACCESS 

Author: Executive Manager Technical Services  

Authoriser: General Manager Engineering and City Services  

Attachments: 1. Attachment 1 - City of Darwin Advice to DCA 25 November 2020 ⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Woolworths Car Park Layout Revised ⇩  
3. Attachment 3 - Searcy Street Concept Plan Revised ⇩  
4. Attachment 4 - Letter to the Lord Mayor from Woolworths 11 June 

2021 - Closed (under separate cover)    

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report entitled Searcy Street Road Widening and Woolworths Access be received 
and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the widening of Searcy Street in accordance with Concept Plans 
dated March 2021. 

3. THAT Council advise the Development Consent Authority that it does not object to access 
for the Woolworths development from Searcy Street, noting that the revised proposal from 
Woolworths Ltd demonstrates sufficient shading within the carpark, that there is now no 
requirement to remove trees along Searcy Street and that Council will accept widening and 
indented parking along Searcy Street. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of a revised plan for Searcy Street, 
with widening and indented parking and a revised access to the new Woolworths development 
and for Council to send a revised letter to the Development Consent Authority (DCA) stating that it 
does not object to the development, noting that; the access location has changed eliminating the 
need to remove street trees, that shading will be provided within the car park that Council will now 
accept widening and indented parking along Searcy Street. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Woolworths Ltd has made an application to the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics (DIPL) to expand their car park area which includes a new ingress/egress point onto 
Searcy Street, Darwin City. 

• Council previously resolved to advise the DCA that it has no objection to the development, 
subject to a number of conditions being satisfied. 

• Subsequent to this advice, Woolworths Ltd modified their development proposal to address 
the driveway location and car park shading and activation issues and presented it to Council 
on 8 December 2020. 

• Without widening along Searcy Street, or the removal of existing car parking, the additional 
traffic generated by the Woolworths car park development could not safely and efficiently be 
accommodated by Searcy Street.  

• In order to retain the car parking and minimise the extent of widening required, a revised plan 
has been developed for the Searcy Street upgrading works, by rationalising lane widths. 

• The revised proposal shows a repositioned driveway for the Woolworths car park 
development eliminating the need to remove existing street trees, also showing trees 
screening the car park along its frontage. 
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• The proposal also shows the conversion of the Smith Street end of Searcy Street to a one-
way exit only, in order to align with parking and to create a pedestrian path around the 
existing large Banyan Tree. This work has been undertaken. 

• As the previous Searcy Street decision of Council (made on 24 November 2020) is more than 
three months old, a new stand-alone decision can be made with regards to this matter and a 
rescission of the previous decision is not required. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

A Development Application was made by Woolworths Ltd to DIPL to expand their car park at the 
Darwin City store on Cavenagh Street.  The expanded car park area would be located on Lots 
1515 and 1516 (Nos. 7 and 5) Searcy Street respectively, which Woolworths have acquired for 
this purpose, with access from Searcy Street. The intention is to improve both internal site 
circulation and also to lessen the impacts on the surrounding road network, by providing an 
alternative access along Searcy Street. 

This application has been deferred twice by the DCA, pending resolution of various issues, 
including, impacts on the surrounding road network and stakeholder consultation.   

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 15 September 2020, a report was requested by Elected 
Members into the proposed development which was subsequently presented at the Confidential 
Ordinary Council Meeting on 24 November 2020. Council resolved as follows: 

26.4 Searcy Street Upgrade Works 

RESOLUTION  ORD419/20 

1. THAT the report entitled Searcy Street Upgrade Works be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council advise the Development Consent Authority that there is no objection to the 
application made by Woolworths Ltd in relation to the upgrading of Searcy Street subject 
to the following conditions: 

a. that Woolworths Ltd demonstrate sufficient shading throughout the carpark site to 
align to Council’s strategic priority of a cool, clean and green city. 

b. that any trees removed in relation to the upgrading of Searcy Street be offset with 
additional planting in and around the carpark site, this is in addition to any 
landscaping requirements. 

c. that indented car parking is not approved and car parking is not removed from the 
street.  

d. that the tree in the nature strip at 5 Searcy Street (Lot 1516) is not removed. 

3. THAT Council note that the primary issues raised by the Development Consent Authority 
in determining this application relate to the upgrading of Searcy Street, has been the 
focus of City of Darwin officers in addressing this Development Application. 

4. THAT should the Development Consent Authority not determine or approve the 
Development Application in the near future the path works around the banyan tree and 
exit-only onto Smith Street will be programmed for construction as soon as practicable. 

5. THAT Council note the objector being a substantial land holder in Searcy Street would 
trigger the same changes to the street should their future advised development be 
submitted for assessment. 
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6. THAT Council note the impact of the upgrade has been modelled through Council’s CBD 
traffic model and that these conditions and any future proposed developments by the 
objector can be facilitated via the changes that are proposed to be made in this 
application. 

7. THAT this report be deemed a confidential document and be treated as such in 
accordance with Section 75 and 76 of the Local Government Act 2008 and that the 
document remains confidential unless Council decides otherwise by resolution. 

CARRIED 11/0 

City of Darwin subsequently advised the DCA of this decision not to object to the Woolworths car 
park development, subject to the conditions in Part 2 of the above Decision being satisfied 
(Attachment 1).   

Following City of Darwin’s advice to the DCA, Woolworths Ltd presented to Council at the 
Confidential Ordinary Meeting on 8 December 2020 with regards to the issues raised by Council 
and subsequent to the Meeting, they updated their concept designs in response to these 
concerns.  

To address the conditions communicated to the DCA by City of Darwin, Woolworths developed a 
revised layout of their proposed car park expansion that provided a combination of artificial and 
natural shade (also for screening) within the car park and relocated the driveway (to be at verge 
level, with pedestrian priority) in order to eliminate the need to remove any street trees 
(Attachment 2). 

With the new car park driveway location and minimising the travel lane widths along Searcy Street 
to minimise the indentation width, a new concept design was developed.  The existing width of 
Searcy Street is 7.3 metres which incorporates a 2.3 metre wide parking lanes and a trafficable 
carriageway width of 5.0 metres.  These through lane widths of 2.5 metres do not meet the 
minimum traffic lane width under Austroads road design guidelines and need widening to meet the 
minimum standard width. The new design provides a wider trafficable carriageway width of 6.0 
metres (2 x 3.0 metre traffic lanes) and a 2.3 metre wide parking lane.  This results in an overall 
widening of Searcy Street roadway of 1.0 metre.  There is no net loss of on-street parking along 
this section of Searcy Street as the result of the concept design.  Although formal occupancy data 
(based on Pay Stay and parking metre data) could not be obtained in time to submit this report, 
site observations confirm that most or not all of these bays are generally occupied during the 
course of a normal business day.  

It may be possible to install trees (in tree cells) along the verge on the eastern side of Searcy 
Street (opposite the proposed Woolworths car park). However, there are existing services in the 
area which will likely not make this feasible. In addition, there is no existing stormwater drainage 
system in the immediate vicinity, meaning that these tree pits will not be able to be drained (which 
is an undesirable outcome).  The cost of installing these tree plantings is also not within the scope 
of the project budget and would require additional funding. 

This design also included additional works at the Smith Street end of Searcy Street, to put a 
pedestrian path around the existing large Banyan Tree (Attachment 3). In order to accommodate 
the pedestrian path and align with the direction of parking along Searcy Street, this section of 
Searcy Street was converted to one-way exit only.  These works have now been completed. An 
alternative surface treatment to delineate the exit only at Smith Street (e.g. coloured asphalt or 
stencilled concrete) was considered, but was beyond the scope deliverable under the project 
budget and so was not implemented at this time. These works could be implemented at a later 
stage, in conjunction with future profiling/resurfacing of Searcy Street (will be in the 2021/22 
Resurfacing Programme), subject to funding. 

Without widening along Searcy Street, or the removal of existing car parking, the additional traffic 
generated by the Woolworths car park development could not safely and efficiently be 
accommodated by Searcy Street. 
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The traffic modelling undertaken considered the PM peak traffic volumes as the governing 
criterion as this would be the period of maximum traffic along Searcy Street. The modelled current 
traffic on Searcy Street (at current development level) is estimated at 114 vehicles/in PM hour (5-6 
pm). Upon opening of the proposed Woolworths car park expansion, this is estimated to increase 
to 478 vehicles per hour.  

With an additional assumed 5,000 square metres of future development (assumed commercial) 
on Lots 1521 and 1522 Searcy Street, a further estimated 94 vehicles/hour are estimated to be 
generated.  The potential overall peak hour traffic is estimated to be 572 vehicles/hour. 
Consequently, as the new Woolworths car park would generate approximately 60% of the 
potential overall traffic under this scenario, in line with the in-principle agreement with Woolworths 
Limited, they would contribute this proportion of the overall upgrade cost of Searcy Street 
widening.  

Further modelling was undertaken, whereby scenarios of up to 15,000 square metres of future 
development (assumed commercial) on Lots 1521 and 1522, to determine whether the overall 
traffic volumes could be accommodated by the proposed upgraded road network. Although it is 
unlikely that this level of development would occur for the foreseeable future, it was determined 
that an upgrade of Searcy Street could accommodate this additional development. It would be 
appropriate that the developer of these works would be expected to pay a contribution 
(proportional to the future development traffic generation) as part of any future development 
approval. 

As the previous Searcy Street decision of Council (made on 24 November 2020) is more than 
three months old, a new stand-alone decision can be made with regards to this matter and a 
rescission of the previous decision made is not required. 

Woolworths Group has recently written to City of Darwin (Attachment 4) regarding their revised 
proposal and requesting that Council reconsider its previous position on the matter in light of the 
changes made as outlined in this report.Should the Woolworths car park development application 
be approved, Woolworths Ltd has agreed in principle previously, to contribute to the cost of the 
road widening works on a proportion of traffic generated basis. 

The widening is not required if this development does not proceed. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 

At the 2nd Ordinary Meeting on 16 March 2021 the below 
recommendation was recorded:  

26.8 SEARCY STREET ROAD WIDENING AND 
WOOLWORTHS ACCESS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled Searcy Street Road Widening and 
Woolworths Access be administratively withdrawn as directed by the 
Chief Executive Officer in accordance to Section 59 of the Local 
Government Act 2008. 

 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

1 A capital city with best practice and sustainable infrastructure 

1.1 By 2030, a number of strategic infrastructure projects will be 
developed and delivered 

CRITICAL DATES The widening of Searcy Street is necessary to facilitate the new 
Woolworths car park access and so this matter needs review and 
resolution as soon as practicable in order for Woolworths Ltd to re-
submit their Planning Application. 
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BUDGET / FINANCIAL 

 

Budget/Funding:   $240,000 

Is Funding identified:  Yes  

 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure     Environment & Waste  

Financial     Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

N/A 

Policy:  

011 – Outdoor Dining 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Existing Position No:  N/A 

Contractor:   N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Inform    

Tactics:                   Flyers/letters/meetingsFurther information would 
need to be provided on the Searcy Street upgrade proposals to 
adjacent land/business owners, prior to any construction of the works. 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Various COD officers. 

External 

Adjacent landowners / business operators, Elected Members 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

LYONS WARD 

#3 – Sense of Safety – the widening of Searcy Street will improve 
vehicle safety and improve traffic flows by providing defined two-way 
traffic flow for the expected increased traffic volume as a result of the 
Woolworths car park development. 

#4 – Vegetation and Natural Elements – the street tree outside Lot 
1516 will be maintained, vegetation screening will be provided along 
the property boundary and shade structures will be provided over the 
car parking within the site. 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES - 10 JUNE 2021 

Author: Youth Engagement Officer  

Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  

Attachments: 1. Unconfirmed Minutes Youth Advisory Committee 10 June 2021 ⇩   

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled Youth Advisory Committee Minutes - 10 June 2021 be received and 
noted 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present the Unconfirmed Minutes from the Youth Advisory 
Committee meeting on 10 June 2021. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The Youth Advisory Committee Unconfirmed Minutes of the 10 June meeting are presented 

at Attachment 1. 

• The Committee recommended a new member be appointed to the Youth Advisory 

Committee as a Community Representatives for the period 29 June 2021 to 31 June 2023. 

• The Committee contributed to the development of the 2022 – 2026 Youth Strategy. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The Youth Advisory Committee Unconfirmed Minutes of 10 June 2021 are presented at 
Attachment 1 for Council’s information.  

Creative Accomplice provided the draft Youth Strategy for review and feedback. The consultant 
will take the Committees feedback on board, make appropriate amendments, and provide a final 
draft of the Youth Strategy at the July 2021 meeting. 

The Youth Strategy consultation took the Committee through to after 7pm when members 
needed to leave, and quorum was no longer met. The Committee informally met with the UN 
Youth Listening Tour following the meeting to provide feedback and insight into life for young 
people in Darwin. 

The Committee saw the retirement of Anneke Putri, due to other commitments. The Committee 
wished Anneke well on her future endeavours. 

A separate report regarding the appointment of one new member will be presented to Council. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Nil 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have 
pride in our cultural identity 

CRITICAL DATES Nil 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

 

Nil 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed through 
ongoing meetings with YAC members. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

 Local Government Act 2008 

Policy:  

Policy – Advisory and other Committees 

Policy 008 – Community Inclusion 

Youth Strategy 2016-2021 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Nil 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Nil 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Nil 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.2 EAST POINT RESERVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Author: Senior Climate Change & Environment Officer 
Executive Manager Environment, Climate and Waste Services  

Authoriser: General Manager Engineering and City Services  

Attachments: 1. East Point Reserve Advisory Committee - Unconfirmed Meeting 
Minutes 27 May 2021 ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled East Point Reserve Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes – 27 May 
2021 be received and noted. 
 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present the East Point Reserve Advisory Committee unconfirmed 
meeting minutes of 27 May 2021. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The East Point Reserve Advisory Committee (the Committee) were provided with an 

update of all action items from the East Point Biodiversity Management Plan 2019-2024. 

• The Committee representative from BirdLife NT would like to further discuss locations 

and possibilities around the Biodiversity Plan action “Install a Bird Watching Platform in 

the Reserve.” 

• The Committee requested a copy of the East Point Reserve research database 

developed by Council staff. 
 

 

DISCUSSION 

The East Point Reserve Advisory Committee unconfirmed minutes of 27 May 2021 are 
presented at Attachment 1 for Council’s information. 

The Committee was informed of the status of each of the Biodiversity plan actions. 

The development of a strategic plan for the area is a key item for future discussions in the 
committee, incorporating fire management planning, review of antisocial behaviour and the most 
appropriate development to support and promote shorebird roosting areas. 

The Committee has been pivotal in providing guidance on the important biodiversity 
assessments on site to be undertaken this calendar year. Prioritising a cane toad survey and 
development of a cane toad management plan and undertaking a revegetation health survey 
prior to developing a new revegetation plan for the area. 

The next Committee meeting will be scheduled after the local government elections in August. 
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 June 2020, Council resolved as follows:  

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

3 A Cool, Clean and Green City 

3.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as a clean and environmentally 
responsible city 

CRITICAL DATES Future committee meeting dates will be determined post local 
government elections on 28 August 2021. 
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BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Budget/Funding:   N/A 

Is Funding identified:  N/A 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste  

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2008 

Policy:  

Policy – Advisory and Other Committees 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

N/A 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

N/A 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Celebrate Darwin’s unique climate, vegetation, and natural features as 
an authentic point of difference. 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.3 DARWIN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES - 9 
JUNE 2021 

Author: Executive Assistant Community & Regulatory Services  

Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  

Attachments: 1. Unconfirmed Minutes Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory 
Committee 9 June 2021 ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee Minutes – 9 
June 2021 be received and noted. 

 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory 
Committee Unconfirmed Minutes of 9 June 2021. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee Unconfirmed Minutes 9 June 

2021 are presented at Attachment 1. 

• The Committee received an update on the planning of the 80th anniversary of Bombing of 

Darwin Day in February 2022. 

• Representatives provided updates on upcoming activities. 

 

 

The Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee Unconfirmed Minutes of 9 June 
2021 are presented at Attachment 1 for Council’s information. 

Representatives were provided with an overview of the planning for the 80th anniversary of the 
Bombing of Darwin Day in February 2022 as well as military community events scheduled 
between now and August 2021. 

Representative Ms Meg Cotter from Tourism NT informed the Committee that this was her last 
meeting as the representative as she is leaving the organisation in August. The Committee 
acknowledged and thanked her for her contribution and wished her well in the future. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL DECISIONS 

At the 11 May 2021 Ordinary meeting Council resolved: 

RESOLUTION  ORD205/21 

THAT the report entitled Darwin Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee Minutes – 14 
April 2021 be received and noted 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

ALIGNMENT 
5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have 
pride in our cultural identity 
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CRITICAL DATES  Next meeting to be scheduled following the Local Government 
elections. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Nil 

RISK ASSESSMENT Assets & Infrastructure ☐   Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐   Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐   Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand ☒   Work Health & Safety ☐ 

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed by the 
General Manager Community & Regulatory Services 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation:  Local Government Act 2008 

Policy:    Policy – Advisory and other Committees 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONSULTATION & 

ENGAGEMENT 
Nil 

COMMUNICATION 

PLAN FOR THIS 

INITIATIVE  

Nil 

PLACE SCORE 

STATEMENT 
Highlight the cultural, historic, economic and physical diversity that 
makes Darwin unique 

DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 
The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not  have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.4 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT - MAY 2021 

Author: Executive Manager Finance 
Senior Accountant  

Authoriser: Chief Financial Officer  

Attachments: 1. Monthly Financial Report - May 2021 ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled Monthly Financial Report – May 2021 be received and noted.  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the financial position of Council for the 
period ended 31 May 2021. 

Further this report and the contents are required to be presented to Council in compliance with the 
Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 2008. 

KEY ISSUES 

The Monthly Financial Report includes: 

• Income Statement, which compares actual income and expenditure year to date (YTD) against 

amended budget. 

• Statement of Cash Flows, which groups items into operating, investing and financing. It 

eliminates the depreciation calculation and discloses totals for asset sales and purchases as 

well as loan raising and repayments. Finally, it discloses the transfers to & from cash backed 

reserves. 

• Statement of Financial Position, which outlines what Council owns (assets) and what it owes 

(liabilities) at a point in time.  

• Investments and Receivables Report, which provides details of Treasury activities, 

Investments and Debtors. 
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DISCUSSION 

May 2021 – Year to Date Result 

Result - Operating Result YTD to May 2021 is a deficit of ($4.9M). 

After including capital grants the Net Surplus/(Deficit) is displaying a deficit of ($277k): 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary  

The Net Operating Position has a favourable variance to the YTD amended budget of $11.6M. 
The variance results from higher than budgeted income and lower than budgeted expenses. It is 
anticipated that due to the timing of receipts/expenses and our end of year adjustments the 
favourable variance will come back into line with budget for most category lines by the 30 June 
2021. Hence, this will increase the net deficit. Please find below additional commentary for the 
category lines: 

Income 

Rates Revenue 

Rates revenue is tracking slightly above YTD expectation.  

User Charges & Fees 

Waste Fees continue to track above forecast YTD $3.9M. This stems from an increase in 
previous periods for commercial weighbridge charges arising with larger volume of disposal 
material including asbestos, tyres and recyclables.  

Permits & Road Reserves Income is showing a positive YTD budget variance of $106k due to 
increased consent given to builders/contractors to carry out works in a council road reserve. 

City Parking fees is showing a positive YTD budget variance of $322k and is due to the 
downward budget revision. 

Statutory Charges 

This includes fines and animal management income. The variance of $195k is attributed to 
animal management income below anticipated levels.  

Other Income 

Includes lease income, reimbursements (e.g. insurance recovery, fuel tax credits), sale of small 
plant proceeds and other miscellaneous income. This category is on track with a minor variance. 

  

Grants & Contributions Operating  

Operating grants & contribution are tracking in line with the YTD budget. 

 

Expense 

Total Expenses are tracking below YTD budget by $6.6M. The significant categories below 
budget are Depreciation ($2.8M), Materials & Services ($3.0M), Employee Costs ($609k) and 
Finance Costs ($64k). 

 YTD Actual 

$’000 

YTD 
Amended 
Budget 

$’000 

YTD Variance 

$’000 

Net Surplus/ 
(Deficit) 

(277) (11,907) 
11,629 

Favourable 
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Employee Costs 

Employee costs display a positive variance of $609k but it is expected that year-end adjustments 
for leave & entitlements will fully expend the budget provision. 

Finance Costs 

Finance costs (interest expense) is in-line with the amended budget.  

Materials, Services & Other Expenses 

Materials, Services and Other expenses has an amended annual budget of $54.7M and this line 
incorporates various expenditure types. At the end of May this is well below budget with a YTD 
variance of $3M. The programs tracking as underspent include Civil Infrastructure, Operations, 
Growth and Development Services, City Maintenance, Asset Management, Finance, Buildings 
and Facilities, Leisure & Regulatory Services and Innovation and Information Services. We note 
that Waste Management is overspent, however this is offset by an increase in revenue. We 
currently have a significant amount of outstanding committed expenditure for this category, and 
we anticipate materials and services expenditure will increase by year end. 

Depreciation and Amortisation 

Depreciation is under budget mainly due to several assets that have not yet been capitalised and 
or completed. 

Statement of Cash Flows 

This Statement provides the cash position after removing non-cash items such as depreciation. 
It also includes capital purchases and disposals, such as the Cavenagh St Carpark.  

Purchase of Infrastructure, Property, Plant & Equipment (capital expenditure) expended is $22M, 
or 53% of the FY Amended Budget $42M. 

Treasury Comment  

The national economic data continues to be strong. However, the threat of economic disruption 

due to a COVID-19 outbreak remains an ongoing risk. The RBA have commented that they will 

likely remain cautious and that interest rates will not rise until at least 2024.  

City of Darwin has achieved 0.45% on weighted average interest rate on its May investment 

portfolio of $101M. There have been no investment policy breaches in this year. 

Accounts Receivable (Debtors) 

This section considers the receipt timing of Rates collection and any general Debtors 
outstanding. The performance on Rates recovery is compared to the prior year. The report also 
includes information on, aged debtors including general debtors, infringements, and Rates 
arrears. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.3 Decision Making and Management 

CRITICAL DATES N/A 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

N/A 
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RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial     Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Part 8 of the Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 2008 require 

that a monthly financial report is presented to Council. 

Regulation 18 states: 

1. The CEO must, in each month, lay before a meeting of the 

council a report, in a form approved by the Council, setting out: 

a) The actual income and expenditure of the council for the 

period from the commencement of the financial year to the 

end of the previous month; and 

b) The forecast income and expenditure for the whole of the 

financial year 

2. The report must include: 

a) Details of all cash and investments held by the Council 

(including money held in trust); and 

b) A statement on the debts owed to the Council including the 

aggregate amount owed under each category with a 

general indication of the age of the debts; and 

c) Other information required by the Council.  

This report is considered to be of a higher level of statutory compliance 
as outlined above. 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

N/A 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

N/A 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.5 CITY OF DARWIN - 'WHAT'S ON' EVENTS PAGE  

Author: Manager Marketing and Communications  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. New Website - Events Pages and Promotion Opportunities ⇩   

  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report City of Darwin ‘What’s on’ Events Page be received and noted. 

 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the City of Darwin What’s On Events 
Page being developed as part of the new website as a one stop shop for Darwin municipality 
events. 

KEY ISSUES 

• Events in Darwin are promoted across digital platforms including the internet, social media 

platforms including Facebook and Instagram and a variety of other applications.  

• There is considerable overlap of events across various websites for Darwin, but there isn’t a 

single website or digital platform that is a one-stop-shop for all Darwin events. 

• The challenge with creating a website that has a very comprehensive event listing is getting 

the event organisers to upload their event information. 

• Several of the more popular websites for Darwin events use the Australian Tourism Data 

Warehouse (ATDW).  

• With ATDW, event organisers subscribe to this platform to upload information themselves 

and manage the currency of that information.  

• With the focus for specific data, events on this platform have a tourism focus generally. 

• There are a number of other local event pages which City of Darwin can link to so that a 

centralised place can be created. 

• Council staff are currently working on integrating ATDW event data into Council’s new 

website at www.darwin.nt.gov.au/events so that general and tourism-focused events can be 

included alongside City of Darwin events and our much-loved community events.  

• The target audience extends beyond Darwin to capture both locals and visitors alike. 

• Council’s new website will be launched in mid-July 2021 and will include City of Darwin 

Events, with the What’s On Events Page being launched in October 2021. 

 

  

http://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/events
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DISCUSSION 

Improving City of Darwin website events page 

The current City of Darwin What’s On Events page includes Council events and community 
events. The goal is to create an engaging vibrant What’s On Events page that includes a range 
of events for both locals and visitors, with a broad audience to promote Darwin as a destination. 

City of Darwin What’s On Events page had over 70,000 hits in the past 12 months and is 
currently #2 and #3 on google search of Darwin events and has an SEO Ranking of 100% 

Despite receiving a significant amount of web traffic, it is recognised that the page needs 
improvements and the number of non-Council events on the website is low. That being said, 
there has not been a concerted effort or campaign historically to develop this, but the new 
website will be backed by a clear plan for promotion. 

The new website has several improvements to the homepage and events page for promoting 
events and things to do in Darwin. A snapshot of the proposed page visual is provided at 
Attachment 1.  As well as a visual improvement, the new website also has significantly improved 
functionality. City of Darwin’s new Website will be launched in mid-July 2021. 

Integrating the ATDW events will mean that all the Darwin events currently on websites such as 
northernterritory.com and activatedarwin.com will appear alongside Council events on our 
platform. 

Event organisers will have the option of either uploading their events through ATDW or direct 
onto Council’s website (which is aimed to be a much simpler process). 

It is planned that the page can also link directly to other platforms that have events not listed on 
either ATDW or City of Darwin sites.   

The launch will include a marketing campaign to promote the integrated platform. Event 
organisers need to see the benefit of adding their events to platforms such as ATDW and City of 
Darwin’s website to motivate them to spend time to upload.  In this regard, we have engaged 
with key stakeholders within NT Government Departments for the Department of the Chief 
Minister and Cabinet (Activate Darwin), NT Major Events, Department of Trade, Business and 
Investment and Tourism NT. 

Events are an integral part of the economic activation of our cities and as a result, the new 
website provides multiple opportunities to promote tourism, community and council-led events at 
a scale that can be managed and maintained within existing staffing levels and funding.   

As City of Darwin’s destination management and tourism strategies come to fruition, there is an 
opportunity for the events page to take a different format and migration could occur once that 
project has been approved by Council. 

The plan for City of Darwin’s What’s On Events web page builds on the existing website.  

Creating a new website for events would mean the significant benefits of number of hits, SEO 

and search ranking would be lost. City of Darwin’s website is one of the most visited sites in the 

Northern Territory, with an average of 1,218,774 page views a year.  

The events page alone received 72,277 visits from 3 June 2020 to 3 June 2021. 

The number of visits a page receives plays a role in their ranking on search engine results 
pages (SERP). Search engines like Google have a ranking system known as Search Engine 
Optimisation (SEO) that categorises content based on different criteria. 
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City of Darwin Website has an SEO Ranking of 100% and it features prominently on SERPs. 
For example, if a user searches for "Events in Darwin," the City of Darwin website will appear 
second on the search results. Higher than other popular sites like, NT Major Events, Off the 
Leash, Activate Darwin, Tourism Top End and even major international sites such as Eventbrite 
and Facebook.  This is important, as City of Darwin’s Events Page will offer clear linkage to 
these resources as well, to keep the events listing on City of Darwin’s Website to take 
advantage of the ranking. 

Some Councils have created a separate website for events; however only recommended when 
you have a product or service that lives independently from your brand and targets a niche 
interest group or audience. A separate website splits your audience.  It has been noted that 
whilst other capital city councils have separate business units for economic development, there 
is still a strong linkage to their base council website, however their pages appear to be separate.  
This is an aspiration by City of Darwin in the future and work has commenced for the 
establishment of such for this financial year.  

The events section of City of Darwin’s website promotes external events run by community 
groups, businesses and organisations, as well as Council-led events. Its current objective is not 
solely to promote Darwin as a travel destination but to keep our community informed about 
programs and events that City of Darwin manage, such as Libraries, Council Meetings, etc. This 
is why the separation between Council and Darwin events is important. An events page that 
integrates the Australian Tourism Data Warehouse (ATDW) tourism focused events with City of 
Darwin’s Council and community events will create a good result for locals and visitors alike with 
minimal additional resources. 

Currently events in Darwin are listed across a range of platforms. There is considerable overlap 
of events but there isn’t a single platform that contains all events. There has been significant 
effort by agencies and organisations over time to do this.   

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 11 May 2021 meeting Council resolved:  

18.1 DESTINATION CITY OF DARWIN EVENTS PAGE 

RESOLUTION  ORD001/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

THAT Council request through the Chief Executive Officer, Council Officers investigate and 
provide a report to Council in June 2021 on the feasibility and any associated costs to 
develop, host and manage on a suitable digital platform, internally or via a third party, all 
event information in the Darwin municipality. 

CARRIED 10/0 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

5 A Vibrant and Creative City 

5.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as an iconic destination. 

CRITICAL DATES Launch of City of Darwin’s new website – mid-July 2021 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Budget/Funding:   $10,000 

Is Funding identified:  Yes in 2021/22 Web Development 
budget 
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RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Very Low 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

N/A 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

The What’s on Events page is already being designed and developed 
as part of Council’s new website within existing resources. 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Nil  

 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Council staff from each Department have been part of the working 
group and the content development for the new website. 

External 

A marketing strategy will be developed for the launch of new website 
and an ongoing strategy incorporating strong branding, like myDarwin 
will be further explored to leverage existing following for City of Darwin 
activities and promote Darwin as a destination.  

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

Protect and build on the valued community activities occurring in town 
centres across the Local Government Area. 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.6 2021 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY (NGA) - MOTIONS 

Author: Executive Manager Governance Strategy & Performance  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: Nil  

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled 2021 National General Assembly (NGA) – Motions be received and 
noted. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the 2021 National General Assembly (NGA) – 
Motions and outcome of Council’s motion. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The annual National General Assembly of Local Government provides an important 

mechanism to local governments across Australia to influence the national policy agenda. 

• The National General Assembly of Local Government 2021 will be held from 20 to 23 June 

2021 in Canberra. Each year, City of Darwin is represented by the Lord Mayor and any Elected 

Members appointed to the LGANT executive. The Chief Executive Officer also attends. 

• The theme for 2020 was Working Together for Our Communities. The 2020 NGA was 

cancelled due to Coronavirus (COVID-19). As a result, the 2020 theme is carried forward to 

the 2021 NGA. 

• Calls for Motions closed on Friday 26 March 2021. Council submitted a motion seeking support 

at the national level for Reconciliation Action Plans and Cultural Safety and Awareness 

Training for every local government Elected Member and Staff member across Australia. 

• The business papers outlining all motions for consideration at the NGA were distributed by 

ALGA on Thursday 10 June 2021. The business papers were made available at 

https://conferenceco.eventsair.com/nga2021/ 

 

DISCUSSION 

The theme for the National General Assembly of Local Government 2021 is Working Together for 
Our Communities. 

The Business Papers, Attachment 1, provides all motions to be considered by the National 
General Assembly. 

The business papers include City of Darwin’s motion on page 63 of the business papers.  Motion 
41 submitted by City of Darwin proposes the following: 

That this National General Assembly 
a) Calls on Australian Local Government Association, as the lead member and advocacy body 
for Local Government in Australia to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan for the Australian 
Local Government Association. 
b) Calls on the Australian Government to fund a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Cultural Awareness and Safety Training Program for all Local Government Elected Members and 
Council Staff as an act of reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

https://conferenceco.eventsair.com/nga2021/
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and the wider Australian community. 

This motion was moved by Alderman Pangquee on behalf of City of Darwin at the National 
General Assembly meeting. The motion was seconded by Mildura Rural City Council and passed 
with no opposition. This motion will now be forwarded by ALGA to the Australian Government for 
consideration.  

A review of the motions was undertaken in the lead up to the NGA on 20 June. Given the limited 
timing that staff and Elected Members had to review the motions this report is provided 
retrospectively for Council’s information.  

Consistent themes arising from the motions included: 

- Local Government representation on National Cabinet 

- Financial Assistance Grants to be restored to a level equal to at least 1% of 
Commonwealth taxation revenue by 2022/23 financial year 

- Recognise the ability of Local Government to expend stimulus funding efficiently and fairly 
to those industries most impacted by COVID-19, namely arts, entertainment and events 
industries 

- Adopt a national approach to management of the COVID-19 pandemic to eliminate the 
closure of State and Territory borders 

- Urban Forest Strategies, climate adaptation and mitigation 

- Funding for innovative solutions for alternative water sources to provide for water security 

- Sponsor, promote and support visual and public art projects 

- Current job seeker payment is inadequate and trapping millions of Australians in 
unnecessary poverty 

- Federal Government to collaboratively develop a single independent Aged Care 
Assessment program with sufficient funding for rural and remote localities 

- Establishment of a LG Volunteer Strategy 

- Call upon the Australian Government to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear weapons 

Full conference details can be found here:  https://conferenceco.eventsair.com/nga2021/ 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

At the 16 March 2021 meeting Council resolved:  

Resolution  ORD001/21 

1. THAT the report entitled Notices of Motion for the National General Assembly (NGA) – June 
2021 be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the following Notice of Motion to be prepared for submission to the 
2021 National General Assembly: 

THAT City of Darwin: 

(a) Calls on Australian Local Government Association, as the lead member and advocacy 
body for Local Government in Australia to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan for the 
Australian Local Government Association. 

(b) Requests Australian Local Government Association to call on the Australian 
Government to fund a national Cultural Awareness Training Program for all Local 
Government Elected Members and Staff in recognition of the national importance of 
reconciliation with Australia’s first nation people. 

  

https://conferenceco.eventsair.com/nga2021/
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STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.2 Roles and Relationships 

CRITICAL DATES National General Assembly will be held from 20 – 23 June 2021, 
Canberra 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

N/A  

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance ☐    Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand      Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Low 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed by ensuring 
City of Darwin, as the Capital of the Northern Territory demonstrates 
leadership at a national level. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

N/A 

Policy:  

Lord Mayor is the current President of LGANT 

Council’s motion is consistent with the actions outlined in the City of 
Darwin Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan. 

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

N/A 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

Internal 

Nil  

External 

A media release was issued as an announcement by the Lord Mayor on 
the acceptance of the Motion. 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 

DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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15.7 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2019 (AND REGULATIONS) - JUNE 2021 UPDATE  

Author: Executive Manager Governance Strategy & Performance  

Authoriser: General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments: 1. LG Act 2019 - Transitional Matters ⇩  

2. Breach of Code of Conduct Sample Documents ⇩   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the report entitled Local Government Act 2019 (and Regulations) – June 2021 Update be 
received and noted.  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update to Council on the implementation of the new 
Local Government Act 2019.  

KEY ISSUES 

• The Local Government Act 2019 has passed and will commence on 1 July 2021. 

• An amendment to the Local Government Act entitled the Local Government Amendment Bill 

2021 has passed and amends the Local Government Act 2019 effective 1 July 2021. This 

amendment will ensure that ‘On the day voting’ for eligible voters can occur at the August 28, 

2021 Local Government Election.  

• Local Government (Election) and Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 are still be 

finalised. Proposed to be adopted by July 2021. 

• Council has now received three batches of sample documents. An outline of sample 

documents is provided it the report discussion.   

• Chapter 21 of the Local Government Act 2021 outlines transitional matters. An outline of 

Council’s requirement is provided within the report. Attachment 1 also provides a high level 

outline of transitional matters.  

 

DISCUSSION 

The Local Government Act 2019 (the Act) was introduced into the Northern Territory Legislative 
Assembly on 18 September 2019 and assented to on 3 December 2019. At that time the Act was 
due to commence on 1 July 2020, however due to Coronavirus, the commencement of the Act 
was deferred to commence on 1 July 2021. 

During the last 12 months, the Department of Chief Minister and Cabinet, Local Government has 
been finalising the Regulations and developing a vast array of supporting documents to assist 
Council with transitioning to the new Act.  

Chapter 21 of the Act outlines ‘transitional matters’. A summary is provided at Attachment 1. For 
the most part, the Act has a 12-month transitional period. The following sections of the Act are 
required to be met within the first 12 months: 
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Section  Requirement  Due Date  

LGANT must form Prescribed 
Corporation Panel  

 Within xxx  

Section 358  Complaints of breach of code 
of conduct applies if a person 
lodges a complaint under 
section 120 of the new Act 
after the commencement  

Subsection 3 applies 
regardless of when the 
complaint was made.  

On commencement  

Section 359  Eligibility requirements for 
CEO, Deputy CEO and chief 
executive apply if the CEO, 
Deputy CEO or chief 
executive is reappointed or 
enters into a renewal of the 
CEO or Deputy CEOs 
contract of employment after 
the commencement of the 
new Act 

On reappointment, new 
appointment or renewal of 
contract of employment  

 

The new act outlines a number of new or amended requirements as follows. This information is to 
highlight the key requirements that will directly impact Council. A number of legislative 
amendments will be addressed operationally.  

Establishment of Local Government Representation Committee  

The new Act establishes a Local Government Representation Committee. The purpose of the 
committee is to consider elected member representation within a local government area. 

The Committee will not have the power to determine the number of elected members per local 
government area, it will however be able to determine the ward composition and ward boundaries 
within local government areas. 

The power to determine the local government area boundaries and number of elected members 
per local government will rest with the Minister for Local Government. 

The committee membership will consist of the Chief Executive Officer of the Local Government 
Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT), the Northern Territory Surveyor General and the 
Electoral Commissioner.  

The Committee must invite submissions relating to ward compositions within Local Government 
Areas within 10 months post a Local Government General Election. Submissions must be invited 
in June 2022. 
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Elected Member Mandatory Training  

The Department has established a Local Government Training and Learning Steering Committee 
which membership includes nominees from across the sector.  Executive Manager Governance, 
Strategy and Performance has been nominated by the Chief Executive Officer to this committee.  

The purpose of the Steering Committee is to establish a four-year strategy of continuous learning 
and development for elected members.   

A Mandatory Training Package for Elected Members will be approved by the Department post the 
2021 Local Government General Elections.  

Breach of Code of Conduct Policy  

Section 120 of the new Act requires Council to adopt a Policy for Elected Member Contravention 
of Code of Conduct. The Department has provided sample documents for consideration by 
Council.  There are two policy options, one of which focuses on referrals to third parties.  A 
sample Complaint form has also been provided.  Sample documents are provided at Attachment 
2 for feedback by Council.  

The new Code of Conduct is provided at Schedule 1 to the new Act and Council cannot adopt a 
Code of Conduct that differs from Schedule 1. 

The new process for complaints of breach of code of conduct is outlined in a simple format below. 

  

Council Panel 

If the complaint is referred to a council panel, the panel is to be established by Council and consist 
of at least three (3) members of the council.  

Council may appoint this panel through the policy, or it may establish the structure of the panel by 
policy, or it may by policy, determine that the panel will be structured and appointed on a case by 
case basis.  

It is preferred that a panel structure be established by policy with individual Elected Members 
appointed to the panel on a case by case basis.  
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Decide Complaint  

Section 122(2) outlines that once the CEO refers the complaint to Council, Council must: 

1. Decide the complaint; or  

2. Refer the complaint to a council panel for the panel to decide the complaint; or 

3. Refer the complaint to a third party 

If Council or the Council panel decide the complaint, the decision must be: 

1. Take no action; or 

2. Determine that no breach or contravention of the code of conduct occurred; or 

3. That a breach of contravention of code of conduct did occur 

It is to be noted that if Council or the Council Panel decide to take no action, they are not required 
to determine if a breach / contravention of the code of conduct did or did not occur. 

If Council or the Council Panel determines that a beach / contravention of the code of conduct did 
occur, Council or the Council Panel must decide whether to: 

1. Take no action; or 

2. Either or both of  

a) Issue a reprimand to the respondent; and / or  

b) Recommend that the complainant, respondent or any other person attends training, 
mediation or counselling by a specified date. 

At any point, the complainant or respondent may request the Council to refer the complaint to a 
third party before Council decides the complaint.  Council may decline this request. 

If the complainant is an Elected Member, the complainant may refer the complaint to the 
Prescribed Corporation (LGANT) before Council decides the complaint.  Likewise, the respondent 
may refer the complaint to the Prescribed Corporation. 

The new Act further outlines procedures that third party, prescribed corporations and NTCAT must 
follow. 

A policy position for beach of code of conduct will be drafted and presented to Council at the first 
Ordinary Meeting in July 2021. 

The principle of the revised approach to complaints for beach of code of conduct are designed to 
take a restorative approach, focussing on constructive outcomes.  

New Regulations 

The Department have advised that the Electoral and General Regulations are being finalised and 
are expected to be available from 1 July 2021. 

There have been a number of amendments made to the last drafts of these documents as a result 
of sector engagement and feedback.  Council is still awaiting final versions to ascertain the final 
impacts from the regulations. 

It is however anticipated that the regulations will require further updates to a number of policies 
and operational processes across Council.  

Elections – Local Government Amendment Act 2021 

The recent Local Government Amendment Act 2021 has passed.  The primary purpose of this 
amendment is to amend the process for voting on election day to allow eligible votes to “vote on 
the day”. 

Based on the last Northern Territory Government Election where this provision was in place, the 
Department expects that this will assist in increased voter numbers on election day on 28 August 
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2021. 

 

Ministerial Guidelines 

A range of Ministerial Guidelines are being finalised. Council expects to receive notification of their 
completion shortly.  The suite of guidelines are: 

1. Guideline 1: Local Authorities 

2. Guideline 2: Appointing a CEO 

3. Guideline 3: Borrowing 

4. Guideline 4: Assets 

5. Guideline 5: Budgets 

6. Guideline 6: Annual financial statements 

 

Key Actions / Supporting Documents for the next 6+ months  

The key actions / documents outlined below has been provided by the Department. It outlines the 
key actions for Council for the first six months of the new Act. 

The Policy for Beach of Code of Conduct and Council / CEO delegations will be presented to the 
first Ordinary Meeting in July 2021. 

 

In addition, the Department has provided Councils with 49 sample policies, registers and 
explanatory papers to assist Council’s with implementation of the Act.  Governance is currently 
working to develop a new page on the Elected Member Intranet for Elected Members to have 
access to this information.   
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Nil 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
ALIGNMENT 

6 Governance Framework 

6.4 Accountability 

CRITICAL DATES Refer to key dates above. 

BUDGET / 
FINANCIAL 

Budget/Funding:   Not assessed at this stage. 

Is Funding identified:  No 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Assets & Infrastructure ☐    Environment & Waste ☐ 

Financial ☐    Info Comms & Tech ☐ 

Legal & Compliance     Ops & Service Delivery  ☐ 

Reputation & Brand  ☐    Work Health & Safety ☐  

In accordance with City of Darwin Risk Management Framework, the 
post treatment, mitigation risk is: Medium 

Risks identified, in relation to this report, will be managed by 
implementing the requirements of the new Act prior to 30 June 2022. 

LEGISLATION / 
POLICY CONTROLS 
OR IMPACTS 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 2019 

Local Government Amendment Act 2021 

Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 Awaiting final version 
July 2021 

Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2021 Awaiting final version 
July 2021 

Policy:  

Various policy implications  

RESOURCE 
IMPLICATIONS 

Existing Position No:  

Government Relations and External Affairs will lead implementation and 
compliance with the new legislation. 

CONSULTATION & 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement Level: Inform    

Tactics: Elected Members Intranet dedicated page is under 
development. 

COMMUNICATION 
PLAN FOR THIS 
INITIATIVE 

N/A 

PLACE SCORE 
STATEMENT 

N/A 
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DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

 

The report author does not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter. 

The report authoriser does not have a conflict of interest in relation to 
this matter. 

If a conflict of interest exists, staff will not act in the matter, except as 
authorised by the CEO or Council (as the case requires). 
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16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

18.1 Appointment of Deputy Lord Mayor for the period 1 July To 27 August 2021 
(inclusive) 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 13 July 2021, at 5:30PM (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin. 
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20 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC   

THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
Confidential Items of the Agenda.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 

26.1 Bicentennial Park Public Art Project Concept Design 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 

26.2 Youth Advisory Committee - Appointment of New Member 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

26.3 Parklets Review and Program 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 

26.4 Walkway Closure Assessment Procedure 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

26.5 City of Darwin Draft By-Laws - Options for Progression of By-Law Drafting and 
Finalisation 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(ii) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the maintenance or administration of the law. 

26.6 Prospective Land Acqusition - Berrimah Industrial Estate 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 

27.1 Outcome of Tender Award - Maintenance of Street and Public Lighting 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 

27.2 City Safe Patrols - May 2021 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
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27.3 Corporate Services Report - May 2021 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(a), 8(c)(i), 8(c)(iv) and 8(e) of 
the Local Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information about the 
employment of a particular individual as a member of the staff or possible member of the staff of 
the council that could, if publicly disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual, information that 
would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair 
commercial advantage on any person, information that would, if publicly disclosed, be likely to 
prejudice the interests of council or some other person and information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential.  

 

 

21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 
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Ordinary Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 15 June 2021 
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Reports, recommendations and supporting documentation can be accessed via the City of Darwin Council 
Website at www.darwin.nt.gov.au, at Council Public Libraries or contact the Committee Administrator on (08) 
8930 0670. 

 

MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, HARRY CHAN AVENUE, 
DARWIN 

ON TUESDAY, 15 JUNE 2021 AT 5:30PM 

 

PRESENT: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis, Alderman Paul Arnold, Alderman Andrew Arthur, 
Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris, Alderman Gary Haslett, Alderman Robin Knox, 
Alderman George Lambrinidis, Alderman Simon Niblock, Alderman Mick 
Palmer, Alderman Peter Pangquee, Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

OFFICERS: Scott Waters (Chief Executive Officer), Simone Saunders (Chief Financial 
Officer), Joshua Sattler (General Manager Innovation Growth & Development 
Services), Melissa Reiter (General Manager Government Relations & External 
Affairs), Ron Grinsell (General Manager Engineering & City Services), Matt 
Grassmayr (General Manager Community & Regulatory Services) 

 Jessica Eves (Governance Business Partner), Paula Strong (Public Relations 
and External Affairs), Russell Holden (Executive Manager Finance), Alice 
Percy (Executive Manager Growth and Development) 

APOLOGY: Alderman Justine Glover  

GUESTS: Nil 

 

WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  

The City of Darwin is live webcasting the Open Section of  Ordinary Council Meetings. Audio-visual 
recording equipment has been configured to avoid coverage of the public gallery area and the City 
of Darwin will use its best endeavours to ensure images in this area are not webcast. However the 
City of Darwin expressly provides no assurances to this effect and in the event your image is 
webcast, you will by remaining in the public gallery area be taken to have given the City of Darwin 
a non-exclusive licence to copy and broadcast your image worldwide for no reward. 

https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/


Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  15 June 2021 

 

Page 3 

Order Of Business 

1 Acknowledgement of Country ............................................................................................ 5 

2 The Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................................ 5 

3 Meeting Declared Open ....................................................................................................... 5 

4 Apologies and Leave of Absence ....................................................................................... 5 

4.1 Apologies ................................................................................................................. 5 

4.2 Leave of Absence Granted ....................................................................................... 5 

4.3 Leave of Absence Requested .................................................................................. 5 

5 Electronic Meeting Attendance ........................................................................................... 5 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted ................................................................... 5 

5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested ............................................................... 5 

6 Declaration of Interest of Members and Staff .................................................................... 6 

6.1 Declaration of Interest by Members .......................................................................... 6 

6.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff ................................................................................. 6 

7 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ...................................................................................... 6 

8 Moving of Items ................................................................................................................... 7 

8.1 Open Items Moved into Confidential ......................................................................... 7 

8.2 Confidential Items Moved into Open ......................................................................... 7 

9 Matters of Public Importance / Lord Mayoral Minute ........................................................ 7 

10 Public Question Time .......................................................................................................... 7 

11 Petitions ............................................................................................................................... 7 

12 Deputations and Briefings .................................................................................................. 7 

13 Notices of Motion ................................................................................................................. 7 

14 Action Reports ..................................................................................................................... 7 

14.1 Review of Policy 051 - Verges .................................................................................. 7 

14.2 Review of Policy 050 - Trees on Verges - Conservation ........................................... 8 

14.3 Review of Policy 088 - Unsolicited Proposals ........................................................... 8 

14.4 Review of Policy 070 - Procurement Policy .............................................................. 8 

14.5 Review of Policy 024 - Investment Policy ................................................................. 8 

14.6 Review of Policy 019 - Fees & Charges ................................................................... 9 

14.7 3rd Budget Review 2020/2021 ................................................................................. 9 
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1 Acknowledgement of Country 

 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 5:32pm. 

 

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 APOLOGIES 

RESOLUTION  ORD272/21 

Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman Andrew Arthur 

THAT the apology from Alderman Justine Glover, be received. 

CARRIED 10/0 

4.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED  

Nil 

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE REQUESTED 

RESOLUTION  ORD273/21 

Moved: Alderman Peter Pangquee 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

THAT a Leave of Absence be granted for Alderman Paul Arnold for the period 4 July 2021 to 9 July 

2021.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE GRANTED 

Nil 

 

5.2 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE REQUESTED 

Nil 
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6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

6.1 DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 

RESOLUTION  ORD274/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

A. THAT Council note that pursuant to Section 73 & 74 of the Local Government Act, Alderman 

George Lambrinidis, declared a Conflict of Interest to:  

• Item 14.9 - Anglicare NT and Proper Creative Community Art Project Proposal; 

• Item 27.2 - Darwin City Deal - Request for $5M Funding & Fee Waiver by NT Government 

and Charles Darwin University for the Education & Civic Precinct and; 

• Item 27.3 - Darwin City Deal - Minister Paul Fletcher MP Correspondence to Lord Mayor 

and Lord Mayor Response. 

 

B. THAT Council note that pursuant to Section 73 & 74 of the Local Government Act, Alderman 

Simon Niblock, declared a Conflict of Interest in Item 27.1 - Road Reserve Purchase Enquiry - 

27 Lambell Terrace, Larrakeyah. 

C. THAT Council note that pursuant to Section 73 & 74 of the Local Government Act, Alderman 

Peter Pangquee, declared a Conflict of Interest in Item 27.1 - Road Reserve Purchase Enquiry 

- 27 Lambell Terrace, Larrakeyah. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

6.2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY STAFF 

RESOLUTION  ORD275/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

A. THAT Council note that pursuant to Section 107 of the Local Government Act, General 
Manager Government Relations & External Affairs declared a Conflict of Interest in Item 27.1 - 
Road Reserve Purchase Enquiry - 27 Lambell Terrace, Larrakeyah. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  ORD276/21 

Moved: Alderman Andrew Arthur 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

That the minutes of the Open Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 May 2021 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 10/0 
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8 MOVING OF ITEMS  

8.1 OPEN ITEMS MOVED INTO CONFIDENTIAL 

Nil 

 

8.2 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS MOVED INTO OPEN 

Nil 

 

9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil   

 

10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil 

 

11 PETITIONS 

Nil 

 

12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS 

Nil 

 

13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  

14 ACTION REPORTS 

14.1 REVIEW OF POLICY 051 - VERGES 

RESOLUTION  ORD277/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 051 - Verges, be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council adopt the revised Policy 051 - Verges, Attachment 3. 

CARRIED 10/0 
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14.2 REVIEW OF POLICY 050 - TREES ON VERGES - CONSERVATION 

RESOLUTION  ORD278/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 050 - Trees on Verges – Conservation, be received 
and noted. 

2. THAT Council adopt the revised Policy 050 - Trees on Verges – Conservation, Attachment 3. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

14.3 REVIEW OF POLICY 088 - UNSOLICITED PROPOSALS 

RESOLUTION  ORD279/21 

Moved: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 088 - Unsolicited Proposals be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the revised Policy 088 - Unsolicited Proposals. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

14.4 REVIEW OF POLICY 070 - PROCUREMENT POLICY 

RESOLUTION  ORD280/21 

Moved: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 070 - Procurement Policy be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the draft revised Policy 070 - Procurement. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

14.5 REVIEW OF POLICY 024 - INVESTMENT POLICY 

RESOLUTION  ORD281/21 

Moved: Alderman Peter Pangquee 
Seconded: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 024 – Investment Policy be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the revised Policy 024 – Investment. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 
Alderman Mick Palmer entered the meeting at 5:44pm  
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14.6 REVIEW OF POLICY 019 - FEES & CHARGES 

RESOLUTION  ORD282/21 

Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

1. THAT the report entitled Review of Policy 019 – Fees & Charges be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the revised Policy 019 – Fees & Charges. 

CARRIED 11/0 

 

14.7 3RD BUDGET REVIEW 2020/2021 

RESOLUTION  ORD283/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 

1. THAT the report entitled 3rd Budget Review 2020/21 be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council amend the 2020/2021 budget, in accordance with Section 128 of the Local 
Government Act 2008, as detailed in report entitled 3rd Budget Review 2020/2021 and 
associated attachments. 

CARRIED 11/0 

 

14.8 WESTLANE CAR PARK - REVIEW OF OPENING HOURS AND SMART PAYMENT 
SYSTEM 

RESOLUTION  ORD284/21 

Moved: Alderman Paul Arnold 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

1. THAT the report entitled Westlane Car Park – Review of Opening Hours and Smart Payment 
System be received and noted.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 
Alderman George Lambrinidis departed the meeting at 5:54 pm. 

14.9 ANGLICARE NT AND PROPER CREATIVE COMMUNITY ART PROJECT PROPOSAL 

RESOLUTION  ORD285/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

1. THAT the report entitled Anglicare NT and Proper Creative Community Art Project Proposal 
be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council endorse the Anglicare NT and Proper Creative Community Art Project 
Proposal to repaint the Nakara Oval Amenity Building. 

3. THAT Council endorse that all future Council Amenity Building mural upgrades be approved 
operationally, subject to appropriate style and content as determined by the Chief Executive 
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Officer. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

14.10 GARDENS OVAL 500 LUX TRIAL 

RESOLUTION  ORD286/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

1. THAT the report entitled Garden Oval 500 Lux Trial be received and noted. 

2. THAT the hours of use be restricted to no later than 9pm Monday to Saturday. 

3. THAT agreements with sporting associations detail the following lighting operational 
parameters, to be reviewed on an annual basis: 

Day Time Maximum Lux Level 

Monday 4 - 9pm 100 lux (training) 

Tuesday 4 - 9pm 100 lux (training) 

Wednesday 4 - 9pm 100 lux (training) 

Thursday 4 - 9pm 500 lux (junior & senior matches) 

Friday 4 - 9pm 500 lux (junior & senior matches) 

Saturday 4 - 9pm 500 lux (junior & senior matches) 

Sunday Not in use 

4. THAT Council only consider applications for use of Gardens Oval lights up to 500 lux on 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday for one-off events. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 
 

14.11 WALKWAY CLOSURE REQUEST - WALKWAY 29 KAILIS STREET TO LEE POINT 
ROAD, WANGURI 

RESOLUTION  ORD287/21 

Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 

1. THAT the report entitled Walkway Closure Request – Walkway 29 Kailis Court to Lee Point 
Road, Wanguri be received and noted. 

2. THAT the residents are provided a response advising that a night-time closure of Walkway 
29 Kailis Street to Lee Point Road in Wanguri will not be undertaken at this time.   

CARRIED 10/0 
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14.12 WALKWAY COMMUNITY CONSULTATION OUTCOME - WALKWAY 49 HUMBERT 
CIRCUIT TO ROSEWOOD CRESCENT, LEANYER 

RESOLUTION  ORD288/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

1. THAT the report entitled Walkway Community Consultation Outcome – Walkway 49 Humbert 
Circuit to Rosewood Crescent, Leanyer be received and noted. 

2. THAT Council undertakes a trial closure of Walkway 49 Humbert Circuit to Rosewood Crescent 
Leanyer for a period of six months. 

3. THAT a report be provided to Council after the trial period to determine further action.    

4. THAT the residents who provided feedback through the consultation process be informed of 
Council’s decision.  

CARRIED 10/0 

  
Alderman George Lambrinidis re-joined the meeting at 5:59 pm. 

15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 RATIONALISATION OF PARKING METERS 

RESOLUTION  ORD289/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Paul Arnold 

THAT the report entitled Rationalisation of Parking Meters be received and noted.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

15.2 MOVEMENT STRATEGY CONSULTATION REPORT 

RESOLUTION  ORD290/21 

Moved: Alderman Andrew Arthur 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

THAT the report entitled Movement Strategy Consultation Report be received and noted.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

15.3 CLIMATE EMERGENCY CONSULTATION REPORT 

RESOLUTION  ORD291/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Andrew Arthur 

THAT the report entitled Climate Emergency Consultation Report be received and noted.  

CARRIED 11/0 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  15 June 2021 

 

Page 12 

 

15.4 YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES - 13 MAY 2021 

RESOLUTION  ORD292/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

THAT the report entitled Youth Advisory Committee Minutes - 13 May 2021 be received and noted.  

CARRIED 11/0 

   

16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

16.1 NT Water Safety Advisory Committee 

Alderman Robin Knox reported on attendance to the NT Water Safety Advisory Committee 
meeting and extended an invitation of behalf of the committee for Council to attend: 

• World Drowning Prevention Day on 25 July 2021.  

• Splash  Fest on 19 September 2021. 

Alderman Robin Knox discussed statistics relating to learn to swim participation and encouraged 
support from Council.  

16.2 Greek Glenti Sister City / International Relations Advisory Committee Stand 

Alderman George Lambrinidis reported on attendance at the Greek Glenti with an 
International/Sister City Committee stand, Alderman George Lambrinidis advised it was a 
wonderful opportunity to engage with the Community and praised the well run event.  

Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris commented that the stand saw high interaction with the public and 
extended thanks to staff members, Alice Percy and Cherry Cai for organising the stand. Alderman 
Jimmy Bouhoris advised he will consider a motion for funding of a mobile stand display for Sister 
City Committee to be utilised for Council events. 

16.3 Reconciliation Action Week 

Alderman Peter Pangquee reported attendance on 3 June 2021 to Council’s Reconciliation Action 
Week at the Operations Centre with guest speaker Phil Brown and advised it was well attended 
with positive feedback received. Alderman Peter Pangquee acknowledged the work of Anneke 
Barnes, Manager Community and Cultural Development.  

 

17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

17.1 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS BUDGET 

RESOLUTION  ORD293/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Andrew Arthur 

Alderman Robin Knox asked what is the budget for International Relations work for next year?  

General Manager Innovation Growth & Development Services took the item on notice.  

CARRIED 11/0 
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17.2 CASUARINA SWIMMING AND LEISURE CENTRE - ELECTED MEMBER INCLUSION 
PRIOR TO CONTRACT AWARD 

RESOLUTION  ORD294/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Andrew Arthur 

Alderman Robin Knox asked if Elected Members will receive the Financial Modelling that includes 
pay back periods on loan borrowings for Casuarina Swimming and Leisure Centre before a 
contract is signed.  

Chief Executive Officer advised yes and that Council will need to approve the contract award which 
will include financial modelling. 

CARRIED 11/0 

 

17.3 ELECTED MEMBER INVITATIONS TO COUNCIL EVENTS 

RESOLUTION  ORD295/21 

Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Andrew Arthur 

Alderman Gary Haslett queried whether Elected Members had received an invitation to attend the 
Greek Glenti event and advised previously Elected Members were extended invitations to these 
sort of events.  

General Manager Innovation Growth & Development Services doesn’t believe invitations were 
extended Elected Members outside of the Sister City Advisory Committee on this occasion.  

Alderman George Lambrinidis requested that invitations be extended to all Elected Members next 
year for better inclusion.  

CARRIED 11/0 

18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

18.1 QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS LIST 

RESOLUTION  ORD296/21 

Moved: Alderman Paul Arnold 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

Lord Mayor raised that a number of Territorians had been included on the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List this year and proposed Council write to those Territorians to extend their 
congratulations to them.  

CARRIED 11/0 
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18.2 MINISTER FYLES CHAN WARD CORRESPONDANCE  

RESOLUTION  ORD297/21 

Moved: Alderman Paul Arnold 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

Alderman Robin Knox raised that Council has received a number of recent letters from Minister 
Fyles in relation to Chan Ward and asked if it would be possible to arrange a meeting with Minister 
Fyles to discuss these matters?  

Chief Executive Officer advised the Alderman Support Officer will compile and provide a summary 
of correspondence received from Minister Fyles matters relating to Chan Ward and distribute 
responses to Chan Ward Aldermen and a meeting request will be extended to Minister Fyles office.   

CARRIED 11/0 

 

18.3 FIRE CRACKER NIGHT SAFETY 

RESOLUTION  ORD298/21 

Moved: Alderman Paul Arnold 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 

Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris requested Council arrange communications to the public to remind and 
inform safety requirements and public responsibility related to the upcoming Fire Cracker night.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

18.4 CONDOLENCE TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

RESOLUTION  ORD299/21 

Moved: Alderman Peter Pangquee 
Seconded: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 

Alderman Peter Pangquee passed his condolences to the Chief Executive Officer for the recent 
passing of his grandmother.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 29 June 2021, at 5:30PM (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin. 

20 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC   

THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
Confidential Items of the Agenda. 
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RESOLUTION  ORD300/21 

Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 

26.1 Youth Advisory Committee - Appointment of Two New Members 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

26.2 Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee - Appointment of Community Members 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

26.3 Sister City Advisory Committee - Appointment of Chair 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

26.4 Disbursements - Persons Authorised 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iii) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the security of the council, its members or staff.  

26.5    Legal Advice Pertaining to the Northern Territory Government – Northcrest (Berrimah 
Farm) Incorporated Process 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

27.1 Road Reserve Purchase Enquiry - 27 Lambell Terrace, Larrakeyah 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(e) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential. 

27.2 Darwin City Deal - Request for $5M Funding & Fee Waiver by NT Government and 
Charles Darwin University for the Education & Civic Precinct 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 

27.3 Darwin City Deal - Minister Paul Fletcher MP Correspondence to Lord Mayor and 
Lord Mayor Response 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
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disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

 

21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 

RESOLUTION  ORD301/21 

Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 

The open section of the meeting adjourned at 6.28pm. 

CARRIED 11/0 

 

31 RESUMPTION OF OPEN MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD302/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

The open section of the meeting resumed at 8:03pm.  

CARRIED 11/0 

 

32 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD303/21 

Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:03pm. 

CARRIED 11/0 
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