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WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  

The City of Darwin is live webcasting the Open Section of  Ordinary Council Meetings. Audio-visual 
recording equipment has been configured to avoid coverage of the public gallery area and the City 
of Darwin will use its best endeavours to ensure images in this area are not webcast. However the 
City of Darwin expressly provides no assurances to this effect and in the event your image is 
webcast, you will by remaining in the public gallery area be taken to have given the City of Darwin 
a non-exclusive licence to copy and broadcast your image worldwide for no reward. 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 Apologies 
 

Nil 
 
4.2 Leave of Absence Granted 

 
Nil 

 
4.3 Leave of Absence Requested 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted 
Nil 
 

5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested 

6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Ordinary Ordinary Council Meeting - 25 February 2020  

8 MOVING OF CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  

Nil   

9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil   

10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil   
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11 PETITIONS 

Nil   

12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS  

Nil   

13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  
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14 OFFICERS REPORTS 

14.1 ANIMAL REGISTRATIONS 

Common No.: 3035896 
Author: Executive Manager Leisure and Regulatory Services  
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: 1. Draft Correspondence    
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the recommendations from the Top End Regional 
Organisation of Councils (TOPROC) Animal Management Reference Group (AMRG) regarding 
animal registrations.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Animal Registrations be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the annual registration period for dogs and cats be amended from 1 

July-30 June to 1 September-31 August.  
3. THAT Council endorse the correspondence to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel at 

Attachment 1 to report entitled Animal Registrations to request an amendment to Darwin 
City Council By-Laws, Part 1, Division 3, By-Law 15 (3) to change the annual registration 
period for animals.  

4. THAT Council withdraw five-year and lifetime registration options for dogs and cats from 1 
July 2020 for new animal registrations. 

5. THAT Council endorse reciprocal registration administration for animals registered in 
TOPROC Councils from 1 September 2020.  

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The TOPROC AMRG meets quarterly with an action plan to work towards a consistency of 

service delivery in regards to animal management across Councils. 

• The TOPROC AMRG has developed an implementation plan that considers common annual 
registration dates, reciprocal registrations and alignment of registration categories. 

• TOPROC AMRG recommends adopting 1 September-31 August annually for the registration 
period for animals. 

• City of Darwin would be required to amend its by-laws to alter the registration period. 

• TOPROC AMRG recommends City of Darwin withdraw lifetime and five-year animal 
registration options.   

• TOPROC AMRG recommends City of Darwin establish reciprocal registration practices for 
animals registered by TOPROC Councils. 

BACKGROUND 
Previous Decision 
DECISION NO.22\0671 (24/04/18) 
Draft Dog And Cat Management Strategy 
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Report No. 18CL0039 AM:kl (24/04/18) Common No. 3035896 
C.  THAT Council endorse annual, five year and lifetime registration options for dogs and cats at 

Attachment B, as amended to remove the discounted registration fee for Concession 
holders who want to register an entire dog for all newly registered dogs, to Report Number 
18CL0039 AM:kl entitled Draft Dog and Cat Management Strategy for inclusion in the 
2018/2019 City of Darwin Fees and Charges. 

DISCUSSION 
The Top End Regional Organisation of Councils (TOPROC) established an Animal Management 
Reference Group (AMRG) to develop strategies and actions for consistency of service delivery in 
regards to animal management across Councils. City of Darwin is a member of the AMRG and 
Council officers attend quarterly meetings to discuss and progress matters relating to animal 
management. The AMRG has developed an action plan that considers the following items: 

• Common annual registration dates  

• Reciprocal registration  

• Lifetime and five year registrations  

• Alignment of registration categories (excluding lifetime and five-year registration options) 

• Shared animal education marketing campaigns  

• Shared online registration systems  

• Shared dangerous dogs register 
The management of animals by City of Darwin is in accordance with the legislation framework (by-
laws) and the adopted Council policies and strategies. While City of Darwin has a thorough 
framework for animal management, it differs from other TOPROC Councils in regard to animal 
registrations and administrative functions which affect the consistency of service delivery across 
TOPROC Councils. Recommendations from the AMRG for consideration by Council include: 
Common Annual Registration Dates 

AMRG is recommending all TOPROC Councils align to an annual registration period of 1 
September to 31 August. Other Councils have already adopted this registration period. Moving the 
registration due date from the financial year period alleviates the current issue of adopting fees and 
charges while issuing renewal notices. Aligning the registration period allows other initiatives such 
as reciprocal registration and shared marketing to occur. In order to align the registration periods, it 
is proposed that City of Darwin extend current registrations due to expire on 30 June until 31 
August 2020. This is the most efficient mechanism to align the registration period, it results in only 
a timing difference for annual registration fees and is consistent with how the period was aligned in 
other TOPROC jurisdictions. 
It is recommended City of Darwin alter the registration period from 1 July–30 June to 1 
September–31 August, this will require a change to Darwin City Council By-Laws, Part 1, Division 
3, By-Law 15 (3). Draft correspondence to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel is at Attachment 1 
for consideration by Council. 
Lifetime and Five-year Registrations 

City of Darwin is the only TOPROC Council to offer lifetime and five-year animal registrations. 
AMRG is recommending that City of Darwin withdraw these registration options. These options 
were introduced in 2018/19 as part of the Dog & Cat Management Strategy 2018 – 2022 as an 
incentive to increase low registration numbers. The efficacy of lifetime and five-year registration 
periods is low. When South Australia introduced an online registration system, Dogs and Cats 
Online (DACO) the system developers identified that registration periods greater than one year 
significantly reduce the integrity of the database, and as such DACO operates on an annual 
registration period. Withdrawing these registration options would also allow for reciprocal 
registration to occur between TOPROC Councils. This would assist residents who relocate 
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between municipalities and reduce the administration burden regarding part payments and 
refunds. 
It is recommended that City of Darwin withdraw lifetime and five-year registration options and that 
the current lifetime (748 dogs, 178 cats) and five-year (1226 dogs, 223 cats) registration licences 
be grandfathered out. 
Reciprocal Registration 

AMRG is recommending that City of Darwin allow reciprocal registration; that is, animals registered 
in other TOPROC Councils that are relocated to the Darwin municipality would be registered by 
City of Darwin at no further cost for the remainder of the registration period/year. The same would 
apply for registered animals that were relocated from City of Darwin to other TOPROC Councils, 
with those Councils providing registration within their municipalities. Reciprocal registration 
however, would not be available for lifetime and five-year registrations as they are not included in 
the fee structure for other TOPROC Councils.  Reciprocal registration is already underway and 
working across TOPROC Councils with the exclusion of City of Darwin.  
It is recommended that City of Darwin allow reciprocal registration administration for animals 
registered in TOPROC Councils; this would require Council to align registration periods and 
withdraw lifetime and five-year registration options for new animal registrations. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.2 Roles and Relationships 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
The management and control of dogs and cats by City of Darwin is in accordance with the 
legislation framework and adopted policies and strategies: 

• Darwin City Council By-Laws, Part 3, Animal Management  
• Council Policy 001 Animal Management – General 
• Dog & Cat Management Strategy 2018 – 2022 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Regulatory Supervisor Animal Management  

• Animal Education and Policy Officer 

• Financial Accountant 

• IT Networks & System Officer 

• IT Consultant 

External 
• TOPROC Animal Management Reference Group 

• RSPCA  
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BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
The proposed mechanism to amend the registration period would result in a timing difference for 
the receipt of revenue; however, the annual fees received should not be affected.   

RISK 
Nil 

LEGAL 
Darwin City Council By-Laws, Part 1, Division 3, By-Law 15 (3) states that the registration of a dog 
expires on 30 June each year or, if the council determines, on the anniversary of the registration of 
the dog. In order to change to the registration period recommended by the TOPROC AMRG, 
Council would need to amend its By-Laws. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Good animal management practices reduce the negative impact of domestic animals on the 
natural environment and on community amenity. 
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14.2 UNIFORM COMPANION ANIMAL LEGISLATION IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Common No.: 4169900 
Author: Regulatory Operations Supervisor 

Executive Manager Leisure and Regulatory Services  
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: 1. Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory - 

Discussion Paper   
2. City of Darwin Draft Submission    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a draft response regarding the Discussion 
Paper for Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory be 

received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the draft submission for the Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in 

the Northern Territory - Discussion Paper at Attachment 2 to the report entitled Uniform 
Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Department of Local Government, Housing and Community Development has released 

a discussion paper for Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory. 

• The discussion paper calls for submissions with responses to a number of questions 
regarding issues and models for uniform legislation.  

• Submissions close on 28 March 2020. 

• A draft submission has been prepared for Council’s endorsement at Attachment 2. 

BACKGROUND 
The management and control of dogs was formerly regulated in the Northern Territory by the Dog 
Act 1980, this legislation was repealed in 1991 and since that time Councils have been able to 
make their own by-laws and rules regarding animal management. 

DISCUSSION 
During the November 2018 Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT) 
general meeting, a resolution was passed that LGANT lobby the Northern Territory Government to 
introduce uniform domestic animal management legislation in the Northern Territory.  
The Department of Local Government, Housing and Community Development has released a 
discussion paper for Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory, Attachment 
1. Stakeholders are invited to provide a response submission by 28 March 2020 to address nine 
questions designed to generate discussion.  
A draft submission has been prepared for consideration by Council at Attachment 2. The draft 
submission was informed through Council’s policy and strategy for animal management.  
The discussion paper suggests four models that could be adopted if Territory-wide companion 
animal legislation was to be introduced. The draft submission identifies Model 3 as Council’s 
preferred model of the four suggested: 
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Model 3 

Shared responsibilities between the Northern Territory Government and local government councils, 
with councils having the administrative functions relating to identification, registration and control 
(in general) of dogs and cats and a sharing of enforcement responsibility in relation to declaring 
dangerous dogs, dog attacks, nuisance dogs and cats and registering or restricting breeds of dogs. 
Both the Northern Territory Government and local government sharing responsibility in relation to 
dangerous dogs, dog attacks, nuisance dogs and cats and registering or restricting breeds of dogs 
would increase resources available to undertake this function effectively and bridge the gap 
between local government administered animal management and Territory government 
administered animal welfare legislation. 
In the draft submission, City of Darwin proposes a model whereby Northern Territory Government 
and/or an NGO would have responsibility for administrative functions relating to identification, 
registration and control of animals, whereas local government would undertake education, 
compliance and enforcement actions. This model is similar to that adopted in South Australia, 
whereby an NGO, ‘Dogs and Cats Online’ manages a database of dogs and cats that reside in 
South Australia. This model would allow Councils the flexibility to develop animal management 
practices in accordance with available resources and in consideration of local conditions.  

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.2 Roles and Relationships 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
The management and control of dogs and cats by City of Darwin is in accordance with the 
legislation framework and adopted policies and strategies: 

• Darwin City Council By-Laws, Part 3, Animal Management  

• Council Policy 001 Animal Management – General 

• Dog & Cat Management Strategy 2018 – 2022 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Animal Management Supervisor 

• Animal Policy & Education Officer 

External 
• Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT)  

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RISK 
Nil 
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LEGAL 
The Northern Territory does not have Territory-wide Companion Animal legislation. However, 
section 188 of the Local Government Act 2008 gives Local Government Councils the power to 
make by-laws. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Good animal management practices reduce the negative impact of domestic animals on the 
natural environment and on community amenity.  
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14.3 SPORTS FIELD INFRASTRUCTURE 

Author: Recreation & Leisure Coordinator 
Executive Manager Leisure and Regulatory Services  

Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: 1. City of Darwin Sporting Oval Infrastructure Upgrades   

2. City Of Darwin Sporting Ovals – Peak Sporting Bodies Lighting 
Priorities    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of an agreed list of priorities from Peak Sporting 
Bodies for infrastructure upgrades at Council ovals. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report titled Sports Field Infrastructure be received and noted. 

THAT Council acknowledge the Peak Sporting Bodies priorities for future infrastructure 
upgrades and oval lighting detailed in Attachments 1 and 2 of the report titled Sports Field 
Infrastructure, for consideration regarding future sporting oval upgrades. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Recreation Team consulted with Peak Sporting Bodies that use Council ovals in order to 

determine an agreed priority list for future upgrades. 

• As part of this consultation, Peak Sporting Bodies were asked to prioritise future lighting of 
Council ovals. 

• The responses received have been summarised in Attachments 1 and 2 for Council’s 
consideration. 

BACKGROUND 
Previous Decisions 
DECISION NO.21\4237 (22/03/16) 
Sports Field Plan 2016 - 2026 
Report No. 16C0026 MG:kl (14/03/16) Common No. 1381156 
A.  THAT Report Number 16C0026 MG:kl entitled Sports Field Plan 2016 - 2026, be received 

and noted. 
B.  THAT Council endorse the Sports Field Plan 2016 - 2026 at Attachment A of Report 

Number 16C0026 MG:kl entitled Sports Field Plan 2016 - 2026. 
C.  THAT provision for the Sports Field Plan be referred to the 2016/17 budget process for 

consideration as part of the Long Term Financial Plan. 

DISCUSSION 
City of Darwin’s Sports Field Plan 2016-2026 aims to guide the future use, development and 
management of sporting ovals across the City of Darwin, with a key objective to identify and 
investigate the facility needs for eligible sports occurring within the municipality, in particular the 
high-use sports of AFL, cricket and soccer. 
Since the development of the Sports Field Plan, Council has partnered with Sporting Organisations 
and Northern Territory Government (NTG) to facilitate a number of infrastructure improvements at 
Council ovals: 
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• Installation of cricket sight screens and upgrade of cricket training nets at Gardens Oval 

• Installation of removable soccer goal posts at Gardens Oval Two and Jingili Oval 

• Installation of synthetic turf wickets on Dinah Beach, Tiwi, Wanguri and Wulagi Ovals  

• Installation of a storage compound for portable soccer goals at Wanguri Oval 

• Reconfiguration of Nakara Oval including replacement soccer goals, new shade structure 
and administration table for soccer 

• Reconfiguration of Fannie Bay Oval for soccer and Gaelic Football, and installation of 
grandstand and storage compound for portable goals 

• Replacement of soccer goal posts at Chrisp Street and Malak Ovals  

• Upgrade to cricket nets at Kahlin Oval 
Council is currently working in partnership with NTG to deliver major infrastructure upgrades for 
sports field lighting at Gardens Oval One, Nightcliff Oval and Bagot Oval, and redevelopment of the 
Velodrome at Bagot Park. 
In line with the Sports Field Plan, the Recreation Team consulted with Peak Sporting Bodies that 
use Council ovals in order to determine an agreed priority list for future upgrades. As part of this 
consultation, Peak Sporting Bodies were asked to prioritise future lighting of Council ovals. 
Attachment 1 details the table of current infrastructure upgrades in progress at Council ovals, 
projects with in-principle support from Council and the Peak Sporting Bodies’ future upgrade 
priorities for Council’s consideration. 
The consistent priority identified by all Peak Sporting Bodies’ across a number of Council ovals 
was the need to upgrade change facilities and storage. 
Attachment 2 details the Peak Sporting Bodies priorities for future sports lighting at Council ovals. 

The Peak Sporting Bodies initially supplied their individual priorities. NRL NT’s only priority for oval 
lighting was Anula Oval, as this is the only Council oval they utilise. 
The three major users of Council ovals, AFL NT, NT Cricket and Football NT, then liaised to 
provide an agreed list of priorities for Darwin central suburbs and for the Darwin northern suburbs: 

 Peak Sporting Body Priority Oval 
Central Suburbs AFL NT & NT Cricket 

 
Gardens Oval Two 

 Football NT 
 

Fannie Bay Oval 

Northern Suburbs AFL NT, NT Cricket & 
Football NT 

Wanguri Oval 
Moil Oval 
 

 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
2 A Safe, Liveable and Healthy City 
Outcome 
2.3 By 2030, Darwin residents will be more active and healthy 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Nil 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Recreation Services Officer 

External 
In preparing this report, the following external parties were consulted: 

• Chief Executive Officer, NT Cricket 

• Chief Executive Officer, AFL NT 

• NT Operations Manager, NRL NT 

• Chief Executive Officer, Football NT 

• Manager Asset Management, NTG 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Council allocates $100k annually for upgrades at City of Darwin ovals in line with the Sports Field 
Plan 2016-2026. Major upgrades and improvements at Council ovals are funded through 
partnerships, primarily with Peak Sporting Bodies and NTG. 
There is currently no budget identified for any future major upgrades to infrastructure at Council 
ovals. The stakeholder priorities have been provided so if future discussions are entered into with 
NTG or other external funding bodies, Council has an agreed priority list for infrastructure 
upgrades. 

RISK 
Nil. 

LEGAL 
Nil 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil 
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14.4 CAR PARK EXTENSIONS TO AN EXISTING CASINO - LOTS 5244 & 5772, 1 CASINO 
DRIVE & 73 GILRUTH AVENUE, THE GARDENS 

Common No.: PA2020/0032 
Author: Planning Officer 

Senior Climate Change & Environment Officer  
Authoriser: Manager City Planning  
Attachments: 1. Development Application   

2. Application to Develop City of Darwin Land   
3. City of Darwin Response Letter   
4. DCA Letter of Deferral    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council an application to redevelop a portion of Lot 5772 
(73) Gilruth Avenue from landscaping into a hard stand (car parking), and remove landscaped 
centre islands in the road reserve to create an access to the new car park.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Car park Extensions to an existing Casino - Lots 5244 & 5772, 1 

Casino Drive & 73 Gilruth Avenue, The Gardens be received and noted. 
2. That Council supports the removal of landscaping located within Lot 5772 (73) Gilruth 

Avenue, proposed for development as a car parking area, and that the leased area shall be 
handed back to Council in the same condition as provided, as a landscaped area. The 
applicant is to submit further details including, but not limited to: the design of landscaping 
areas, tree pits, irrigation, installation, and maintenance of the shade trees. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The proposal includes the removal of existing landscaping and redesign of vehicle circulation 

on Lots 5244 & 5772, Casino Drive, for the provision of additional car parking for the casino. 

• A total of 3305m2 of landscaping is being proposed for removal, so a total of 146 car parking 
bays can be provided across the two lots. 

• The proposal includes removing approximately 500m2 of landscaping to install 23 car parking 
bays within Council land. 

• There is no legislative requirement for the increased number of car parking bays. 

• Mindil Beach Casino Resort is seeking Council approval to develop a portion of Council’s 
land, including: 

o removal of landscaping for provision of additional car parking bays on Lot 5772; 

o removal of landscaping and modifying islands in Casino Drive, and 

o Written confirmation that there will be no requirement to provide this portion of the 
premises back in the same condition as they were provided. 

• On 2 March 2020, the Development Consent Authority (DCA) deferred the application, and 
are now awaiting City of Darwin’s response to the proposal. 
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BACKGROUND 

City of Darwin received development application (DA) PA2020/0032, on 13 February 2020.  

The application proposes to remove 3305m2 of landscaping from a portion of Lots 5244 & 5772, (1) 
Casino Drive & (73) Gilruth Avenue to provide an additional 142 car parks for the casino. Refer to 
the application at Attachment 1. 

Lot 5772 (73) Gilruth Avenue is owned by City of Darwin and landowner’s authorisation to lodge 
the DA was provided on 5 February 2020. The authorisation was for the lodgment of the 
application only and did not endorse the contents of the application.  

In discussions with the applicant, it was recommended that they submit an application to Council, 
which should include further information and special merits for Council to consider, in relation to 
the proposal within Council land. The application received is at Attachment 2. 

Due to statuary deadlines, City of Darwin responded to the application on 28 February 2020. The 
response letter informed Development Assessment Services (DAS) that Council approval is 
required for any works over City of Darwin land, , and that no works will be permitted to be 
undertaken within City of Darwin land or the road reserve, until Council has considered the 
application. City of Darwin’s letter response is at Attachment 3. 

DISCUSSION 

 
Figure 1 - Lots 5244 & 5772, (1) Casino Drive & (73) Gilruth Avenue 
The subject land is located within Zone TC (Tourist Commercial) with part Lot 5772 demonstrated 
in Figure 1 being Council land. 
The proposed development comprises the expansion of the car parking area associated with the 
Mindil Beach Casino Resort. The proposed development also incorporates minor amendments to 
the existing layout and vehicle circulation and relocation of minor infrastructure such as light poles, 
bollards and flag poles. 
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The proposal is to create 146 additional car parking spaces. Reducing landscaping across the two 
lots from 5,041m2 to 1,736m2. Resulting in 652m2 of turfed area and 1,084m2 of landscaping, 
equating to a 3305m2 loss of landscaping over the two lots..  
The application states that there will be no change to the existing built development, site use or 
access as a result of this proposed development and that the existing parking provision is 
adequate and the additional parking is being provided to better locate parking on the site (shorter 
walking distance for visitors).  
Deferral 
The DCA has deferred the application and requested the following: 

• City of Darwin response to proposed development over Lot 5772 following the presentation of 
the application to the Council at an Ordinary Council Meeting; and 

• Amended plans which: 

o Details landscaping, pedestrian linkages and drop off zone(s) as identified in the 
Technical Assessment against the NT Planning Scheme; 

o Shows the traffic island near the disabled parking bays is reduced in length as 
recommended in the Traffic Impact Assessment; 

o Shows the existing easements on the subject land; 

o Excludes Lot 7651 (Little Mindil) but shows the legal access to this land over the subject 
land; and 

o Shows Lot 5751 (Crown Land, located in the car park) and the legal access to this land 
over the subject land.  

Refer Attachment 4. 
City of Darwin Issues 
As previously stated, Lot 5772 (73) Gilruth Avenue and Casino Drive is owned by City of Darwin. 
The application proposes to remove approximately 500m2 of landscaping from the lot, and 
reconfigure the design of a traffic island in Casino Drive, to allow the installation of 23 car parking 
bays. 

 
Figure 2 – Close up of affected Council Land - Existing Layout 
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Figure 3 - Close up of affected Council Land - Proposed Layout 

 
Figure 4 – Affected Council Land 
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Figure 5 - Landscaping Plans 
 
Application for the use of Council Land 
City of Darwin received an application for the use of City of Darwin land on 21 February 2020.  
The application from Mindil Beach Casino refers to the Licence Agreement executed on 25 June 
2004, which covers the car parking area and that pursuant to clause 12.1 of the agreement, the 
Licensee seeks written approval to further develop the current soft landscape into hard stand, 
which will be used as additional car parking. This is approximately 500 m2 of Council land (located 
southeast from the Casino entry). 
Given the changes being sought, this will materially change the condition of the Licence Area. The 
lease includes the requirement to return the land to the original state. As a part of the approval to 
modify the existing lease area, the Lessee is seeking written confirmation that there will be no 
requirement to return the premises back in the same condition as they were provided. The lessee 
proposes to clean the premises prior to return (pursuant to clause 12.3(a)). They note that the 
current soft landscape will be developed into car parking, and will not be returned to its original 
state. Refer to Attachment 2. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
2 A Safe, Liveable and Healthy City 
Outcome 
2.2 By 2030, Darwin will be increasingly recognised as a liveable city 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
The application is subject to the Northern Territory Planning Scheme, and City of Darwin’s Policy 
No 083 – Long Term Lease. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Executive Manager Operations 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 17 March 2020 
 

Item 14.4 Page 43 

• Manager Economic Development Tourism & International Relations 

• Senior Tech Officer Parks & Reserves 

• Planning Coordinator 

External 
• Master Plan 

• Development Assessment Services 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
All works will be at the developer’s expense, to the satisfaction of City of Darwin. 

RISK 
Any risk will be mitigated through the development process. 

LEGAL 
Council resolved on 14 October 2003 to enter into a licence agreement with MGM Casino for 
occupation of the casino car park (Part Lot 5772 Town of Darwin) to June 2015, with a further 15 
year option to 2030, on the condition that the licence fee be re-negotiated prior to the 
commencement of the extension.  
An independent valuation was conducted on 15 January 2015, which determined the licence fee 
and was accepted by the Casino. 
The licenced area comprises an area of 15,210m² within a larger parcel of 11 hectares, which has 
been developed and maintained as a car park by the casino. 
The license agreement provides that the Casino may use part Lot 5772 as a car park for its 
customers but must also maintain it as a public car park for patrons of Mindil beach. 
Clause 10 of the license agreement provides for a “Right of Way’ access through the car park to 
Little Mindil. 
The licence agreement is legally binding between Council and the casino, and further legal advice 
is required should Council with to consider renegotiating the terms. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Any removal of vegetation is likely to have a negative effect on the surrounding environment. 
Vegetation whether it be grass or trees has environmental benefits. Plants assist with filtration of 
runoff and stormwater (which will be increased with more hard surfaces ie car parking). This water 
filtration is important in this area as it is adjacent to Little Mindil Creek.  
Although vegetation proposed to be cleared is not endemic, it is still a resource for local fauna as a 
resting and roosting spot in an ever decreasing urban forest. Many of Darwin’s endangered 
species are marine related and with the location of the casino, the impact could be felt by local 
populations. 
If approval is granted, Council could request: 

• Offset any cleared vegetation through funding local revegetation works or adding diversity on 
site to ensure no loss of biodiversity assets. 

• Ensure amenity and heat mitigation measures are included in the landscaping plan and 
redevelopment to ensure the upgrades are relevant to the Darwin landscape.  
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14.5 MINUTES BOMBING OF DARWIN AND MILITARY HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
5 FEBRUARY 2020 AND REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Author: Executive Assistant Community & Regulatory Services  
Authoriser: Executive Manager Leisure and Regulatory Services  
Attachments: 1. Unconfirmed Minutes 5 February 2020   

2. Revised Terms of Reference   
3. Current Terms of Reference   
4. Terms of Reference with Track Changes    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present the Minutes of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History 
Advisory Committee held on 5 February 2020 and seek Council’s endorsement of the revised 
Terms of Reference for the Committee. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Minutes Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee 

5 February 2020 and Review of Terms of Reference be received and noted. 
2. THAT the minutes of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee of 5 

February 2020, at Attachment 1, be received and noted. 
3. THAT Council endorse the change to the title of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History 

Advisory Committee to Bombing of Darwin and Military and Civilian History Advisory 
Committee. 

4. THAT Council endorse the revised Terms of Reference of the Bombing of Darwin and 
Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee, at Attachment 2. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee was established in May 

2009 to take carriage of the direction and oversight of the Bombing of Darwin event and the 
prospective development of other military history events and activities. 

• Terms of Reference were endorsed at this time, revised in 2012 and again in 2014. The 
current Terms of Reference are at Attachment 3. 

• At the Council meeting held on 12 November 2019 Alderman Glover raised as a General 
Business item - Citizen’s experience of the Bombing of Darwin. 

• At the Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee meeting on 11 December 
2019 members were requested to consider a review of the current Terms of Reference to 
reflect the request made by Alderman Glover. 

• At the Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee on 5 February 2020 draft 
Terms of Reference with track changes were presented for discussion Attachment 4. 

• A number of recommended changes to the Terms of Reference (including a change to the 
name of the committee) were supported, while one proposed change (expanding the 
membership to include community representation) was not supported. 

 

BACKGROUND 
Previous Decisions 
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RESOLUTION  ORD552/19 (12/11/2019) 
1. That a review of the Terms of Reference of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History 

Advisory Committee be undertaken to fully acknowledge and honour the war time 
experiences of those civilians whose lives who were so profoundly impacted by the war. 

DISCUSSION 
Review of the Terms of Reference 
At the Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee on 5 February 2020 draft Terms 
of Reference with track changes were presented for discussion. 
The following proposed main changes were supported by the Committee: 
 
• Title - Bombing of Darwin and Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee 

 
• Membership – removal of Tourism Top End. It was noted that representative seldom attends 

and that this industry is represented by Tourism NT. 
 
• Aim – amend to include the impact on the citizens of the Northern Territory. 
 
• Objectives 

 

- Removal of Objective 3.4 - Explore the prospect of a formal link between Darwin 
and Honolulu via the development of a Sister City or Friendship City relationship. 

 

- Addition of Objective - Promote recognition of the experiences of the civilian 
population in the Top End during WWII. 

 
• Target Group – amend 4.1 to WWII veterans and their families, and civilians and their 

families. 
 
• Term of Appointment - Adjust to reflect a two year term for community representatives to be 

consistent with other advisory committees of Council. 
 
The following proposed change was not supported by the Committee: 
 
• Increasing membership to include a member of the community - sentiment of the committee 

members is that the current members’ provide a broad and inclusive perspective and that the 
members, as well as representing an organisation, also represent the community. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
5 A Vibrant and Creative City 
Outcome 
5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have pride in our cultural identity 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
The committee operates to strengthen the tourism, historical, cultural and educational prospects of 
the raft of events and activities relating to Darwin’s military heritage and its impacts on the citizens 
of the Northern Territory. 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Nil 

External 
• Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RISK 
Nil 

LEGAL 

The Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee is established pursuant to Section 
54 of the Local Government Act. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil 
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14.6 MINUTES YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 13 FEBRUARY 2020 - 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS 

Author: Youth Engagement Officer  
Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  
Attachments: 1. Unconfirmed Minutes Youth Advisory Committee Meeting 13 

February 2020    
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present the minutes of the Youth Advisory Committee February 
meeting held on 13 February 2020 and seek approval of three nominations to the Committee.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Minutes Youth Advisory Committee Meeting 13 February 2020 and 

Appointment of new members be received and noted. 
2. THAT, pursuant to Section 54 of the Local Government Act Council appoint David Ninan, 

Tanisha Cubillo and Martin Feng to the Youth Advisory Committee from 13 February 2020 – 
30 June 2022. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• Nominations from David Ninan, Tanisha Cubillo and Martin Feng were endorsed by the 

Committee 

• Proposed restructure for Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) annual calendar 

• YAC Recruitment Campaign Consultation 

• Citizen of the Year Awards 

BACKGROUND 
The Youth Advisory Committee met on 13 February 2020 and the minutes are presented and 
detailed at Attachment 1. 

DISCUSSION 
Appointment of New Member 
The Committee recommended the appointment of David Ninan, Tanisha Cubillo and Martin Feng 
for the term 13 February 2020 to 30 June 2022.  
 
Proposal restructure for YAC’s annual calendar 
Youth Engagement Officer presented a proposal for a new structure for YAC’s annual calendar. 
Proposal includes: 
 
• YAC to continue to meet monthly 

• Will plan to have a minimum of four formal meetings per year 

• In between months to include community volunteering, attending events and professional 
development workshops 

  
 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 17 March 2020 
 

Item 14.6 Page 93 

YAC Recruitment Campaign Consultation 
Recruitment campaign to focus on developing an online presence for YAC via Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube and Snapchat as well as some templates for printed materials such as 
posters, fliers and cards. 
 
Citizen of the Year Awards 
Congratulations to member Emily Ford for winning the City of Day Young Citizen of the Year 
Award. Congratulations also to member Jane Alia on her keynote address at City of Darwin 
Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony and Citizen of the Year Awards. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
5 A Vibrant and Creative City 
Outcome 
5.2 By 2030, Darwin will be a more connected community and have pride in our cultural identity 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Underpinned by Youth Strategy 2016 - 2121 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Nil 

External 
• Youth Advisory Committee 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RISK 
Nil 

LEGAL 
Nil 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil 
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14.7 ADOPTION OF PROCUREMENT POLICY 

Common Number:   
Author: Chris Kelly, Executive Manager Corporate Services 
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: 1. Current Purchasing Policy No. 070   

2. Draft Procurement Policy No. 70    
  
 
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the draft Procurement Policy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Adoption of Procurement Policy be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council repeal Policy No. 70 Purchasing Policy. 
3. That Council adopt the draft Policy No. 70 Procurement Policy at Attachment 2 to this report. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Purchasing Policy at Attachment 1 is due for review, having been adopted in 2013. 

• It is being recommended that the current policy is repealed and replaced with the draft 
Procurement Policy at Attachment 2. 

• The proposed policy focuses on 5 key principles, namely: 

o Securing Value for Darwin 

o Working Together to Achieve Outcomes 

o Leaders in Procurement Practice 

o Integrity, Probity and Accountability 

o Renewing Council’s Commitment to Climate Action. 

• The draft policy increases the local content weighting to 30%, from the current 20%, in line 
with Darwin 2030. 

• The draft policy also provides Council staff with the option of including criteria to consider 
environmental outcomes, and assist social, disability and indigenous enterprises in obtaining 
Council contracts. 

• Council will also renew its commitment to the Local Buy program, to which the Local 
Government Association of the Northern Territory is a signatory. 

BACKGROUND 
Council’s current Purchasing Policy is due for review, having been adopted on 30 July 2013 
following recommendation from the former Corporate and Economic Development Committee.  
 
15.2 Corporate and Economic Development 
 
6 Purchasing Policy 

A. THAT Report Number 13A0116 DLee:ns entitled Purchasing Policy, be received and 
noted. 
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B. THAT Council adopt and place on Council’s website the Purchasing Policy, as shown in 

Attachment A of Report Number 13A0116 DLee:ns entitled Purchasing Policy. 
 

DECISION NO.21\1296 (30/07/13) Carried 
As part of the ongoing program of policy review, this policy has now been reviewed and a new 
policy is presented for adoption by Council. 

DISCUSSION 
Every year, Council spends tens of millions of dollars on a wide range of goods and services to 
support the delivery of services and infrastructure for residents and visitors of Darwin. Last year, 
Council spent $56.13 million on materials, contracts and other expenses. This means that 
Council’s investment in the community not only delivers important outcomes, but has a significant 
financial benefit for the local economy. Therefore, it is important that Council’s Procurement Policy 
supports the delivery of the community’s wishes, as outlined in Darwin 2030. 
Council’s Purchasing Policy at Attachment 1 has been reviewed. It will be recommended that the 
new Procurement Policy at Attachment 2 be adopted by Council, and that the existing policy be 
repealed. 
The proposed policy focuses on 5 mains principles, namely: 

• Securing Value for Darwin 

• Working Together to Achieve Outcomes 

• Leaders in Procurement Practice 

• Integrity, Probity and Accountability 

• Renewing Council’s Commitment to Climate Action. 
Principle 1, Securing Value for Darwin commits Council to a 30% local weighting, consistent with 
Darwin 2030, and Council’s obligations under Northern Territory Government grants. Council will 
also commit to prioritising local suppliers for low value transactions such entertainment, food and 
beverages at community events and civic functions. 
Principle 2, Working Together to Achieve Outcomes will allow Council to support social and 
indigenous procurement through the optional inclusion of weighting to allow consideration of social 
and indigenous objectives as part of the assessment criteria. This will assist in the growth of social 
enterprises and opportunities for indigenous people to participate in the local economy. 
Principles 3, Leaders in Procurement Practice reflects Council’s continued leadership and 
collaboration with other local governments in procurement. It also notes Council’s ability to use 
Local Buy, to which the Local Government Association of the Northern Territory is a signatory, 
when it is of benefit to the community. 
Principle 4, Integrity, Probity and Accountability outlines Council’s requirements, in excess of its 
legislative requirements, to ensure procurement activity reflects community expectations. 
Principle 5, Renewing Council’s Commitment to Climate Action is helping to meet Council’s Darwin 
2030 as outlined in Strategic Direction 3, A Cool, Clean and Green City by providing a mechanism 
for Council to consider including sustainability principles as part of the assessment criteria. 
The policy is proposed to be renamed from Purchasing to Procurement to reflect alignment with 
the function area, known as Procurement. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 
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Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.3 Decision Making and Management 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
If endorsed, the new Procurement Policy will replace the current Purchasing Policy. 

CONSULTATION 
This report was considered by the Strategic Direction Group on 3 December 2019 and now 
referred to Council for consideration. 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Nil. 

External 
• Nil. 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
As part of this policy, Council will be empowered to broaden the concept of value, beyond cost 
considerations to potentially focus on social, environmental and local content. This may result in 
higher cost outcomes, but this will be offset by broader community benefits, including: 

• helping to increase the number of social enterprises delivering services to Council and the 
breadth of services being provided; 

• improving employment outcomes and opportunities for indigenous people to participate in the 
local economy; 

• vendor strategies to avoid unnecessary consumption and manage demand (this includes the 
consumption of energy and water);  

• goods and infrastructure to be supplied that can be reused, repaired and recycled, and that 
include recycled content;  

• environmental impacts over the life of the goods and services by providing products or 
services that have lower adverse impacts associated with any stage in their production, use 
or disposal; and 

• innovation in sustainable products and services through the design and implementation of 
the arrangement. 

RISK 
Nil. 

LEGAL 
The proposed policy is compliant with current legislation and the recently endorsed Local 
Government Act. Should any changes be required as a result of changes to regulations or 
guidelines, the policy will be reviewed. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil. 
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14.8 ADOPTION OF COUNCIL'S PRIVACY POLICY 

Author: Executive Manager Corporate Services  
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  

Attachments:   
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for council’s reviewed Privacy Policy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Adoption of Council’s Privacy Policy be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council rescind Policy No 033 Privacy (Attachment 1). 
3. THAT Council rescind Policy No 078 Privacy and Confidentiality (Attachment 2). 
4. THAT Council adopts Policy No. 33 Privacy (Attachment 3) 
 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• Council is required to have a Privacy Policy in place to protect Elected Members and staff 

from “undue intrusion into their private affairs”. 

• It is general practice in Northern Territory local government that this policy not only meets 
these requirements, but more broadly provides a statement about how Council will collect 
and manage personal information from the community obtained in the course of performing 
its functions. 

• Council currently has two policies concerning privacy which have been reviewed as part of 
the overall review of Council’s Privacy Framework. 

• The revised policy has been also been reviewed by the Information Commissioner NT who is 
satisfied with the content. 

• Once adopted, training will be provided to staff as part of the ongoing development of fraud 
prevention and proficiency. 

BACKGROUND 
As part of the development of Council’s Privacy Framework, several documents have been 
prepared by Council’s consultants. Some of these are project specific, whereas others relate to 
Council’s overall approach to information privacy, including a draft reviewed Privacy Policy.  
Council is required to have a Privacy Policy in place to protect Elected Members and staff from 
“undue intrusion into their private affairs”. It is general practice in Northern Territory local 
government that this policy not only meets these requirements, but more broadly provides a 
statement about how Council will collect and manage personal information from the community 
obtained in the course of performing its functions. Council currently has two policies which meet 
these requirements, namely Policy No 33 Privacy and Policy No 78 Privacy and Confidentiality.  
The Privacy Policy has been prepared and is provided for review. Other documents are being 
reviewed in conjunction with the Manager ICT. 

DISCUSSION 
Under Section 130(3) of the Local Government Act, Council is required to have a Privacy Policy in 
place to protect the privacy of Elected Members and staff. It is also recommended that Council has 
a policy that outlines the steps Council will take to protect the privacy of the community and comply 
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with the Information Privacy Principles outlined in the Information Act. Council currently has two 
policies which meet these requirements, namely Policy No 33 Privacy and Policy No 78 Privacy 
and Confidentiality. The Policy at Attachment 3 is proposed to replace both of these policies. 
The revised Council Policy (Attachment 3) outlines the following: 

• how Council collects information; 

• limitations on use and disclosure; 

• disclosure and use of Elected Member and staff private information; 

• security; 

• data quality; and 

• limitations on data transfer. 
The policy also outlines how the City of Darwin Libraries manage and share information as part of 
the Northern Territory Library database. This information sharing helps Council to provide services 
such as interlibrary loans and membership throughout the Northern Territory. 
In conjunction with this Policy, Council has also reviewed the Privacy Statement on its website. 
This included removing some information that is duplicated in the draft Policy, however operational 
information such as what information is publicly available, how information may be accessed and 
how personal information will be retained and corrected, has been updated where required.   
Following adoption of this policy, training of staff to develop a culture of privacy awareness will 
commence. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.4 Accountability 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
This policy will ensure that Council is complying with its requirements under the Local Government 
Act and the Information Act. 

CONSULTATION 
This report was considered by the Strategic Direction Group on 3 March 2020 and now referred to 
Council for consideration. 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Nil. 
Internal consultation on policy development included Council’s Strategic Directions Group and 
Senior Leadership Team. 

External 
• Office of the Information Commissioner NT 
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BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil, however training as part of the development of fraud prevention and proficiency development 
of Council staff will be required when the policy is adopted. 

RISK 
Nil. 

LEGAL 
The revised policy has been also been reviewed by the Information Commissioner NT who is 
satisfied with the content. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil. 
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15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 DARWIN LIVING LAB UPDATE 

Common No.: 3226493 
Author: Manager City Planning  
Authoriser: General Manager Innovation Growth and Development Services  
Attachments: Nil 
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to update Council on the progress of the Darwin Living Lab initiative. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Darwin Living Lab Update be received and noted. 

 
KEY ISSUES 
• A Darwin Living Lab (DLL) was included as an initiative of the Darwin City Deal and is a 

partnership between the City of Darwin, NTG and Commonwealth, led by CSIRO.  

• Four main projects have commenced and updates are provided in this report: 

o Tropical Design Guide 

o Heat Mitigation Strategy 

o Symposium 

o Monitoring and Evaluation Program 

BACKGROUND 
The (Darwin Living Lab) DLL is a virtual laboratory that will operate over a 10-year period as a 
collaborative hub, using science and data to test, monitor and evaluate improvements in Darwin’s 
liveability, sustainability and resilience. 
The initial stakeholder workshop was held in Darwin on 7 and 8 March 2019, where four main 
inception projects where identified. 
A governance structure was established and working groups for each of the inception projects 
were set up. 

DISCUSSION 
The DLL was established to foster improvements to the liveability, sustainability and resilience of 
the city. The DLL’s aim is to: accelerate the development and validation of innovative approaches 
for heat mitigation of the CBD’s streets and suburbs, to improve urban design for the dry tropics, 
and to build the city’s resilience to the current and future climate.  
The DLL will do this by collaborating with local, interstate and overseas practitioners, planners, 
developers, governments and scientists whose ideas have the greatest potential to work for 
Darwin. In turn, the lab will help Darwin to develop into a thriving, cool capital of northern Australia. 
The four inception projects identified in the initial stakeholder workshops have now commenced, 
with updates on each of the following to be outlined below in this report: 

• Tropical Design Guide 

• Heat Mitigation Strategy 
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• Symposium 

• Monitoring and Evaluation Program 
 

Tropical Design Guide 
The Tropical Design Guide working group will create a ‘Your Tropical City’ website combining 
science and local knowledge to provide an accessible resource for Darwin on ways to cool 
streetscapes, adopt climate-sensitive approaches to design, and utilise living strategies appropriate 
to the dry tropical climate. 
City of Darwin staff are providing support for the website architecture and subject content. 
Heat Mitigation Strategy 
A draft Heat Mitigation Strategy is currently being developed for Darwin, in collaboration with our 
partners. 
This project will incorporate actions that can be undertaken by the Northern Territory Government 
and City of Darwin to improve liveability and to cool the city. City of Darwin input is being gathered 
from across the organisation. 
The project will also incorporate methods of monitoring and reviewing any changes. Further details 
of the Heat Mitigation Strategy will be presented to Council when available.  
Symposium 

The Inaugural Annual Science Symposium hosted by the CSIRO Darwin Living Lab took place on 
12-13 December at the Charles Darwin University, Waterfront Campus. 

The Symposium brought together leading experts from the Northern Territory, Australia and 
overseas to exchange ideas and collaborate on Darwin’s challenges, and engage the community in 
the work of the Darwin Living Lab. 

Day 1 discussions included Science and collaboration supporting the liveability, sustainability and 
resilience of our city; Global efforts to reduce urban heat and emerging technologies; Global Future 
Cities and resilience initiatives along with Liveable Topics. A number of City of Darwin Staff 
presented on Day 1. 

Day 2 included facilitated interactive workshops on the future focus and exploring new approached 
for Darwin.   

Monitoring and Evaluation Program  
Tracking Darwin will develop a monitoring and evaluation approach to track the changes we make 
together for Darwin.  
The DLL will also translate knowledge and experience through the Darwin Living Lab into 
products/services for other tropical cities in Australia and broader Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) region. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the Darwin 2030 – City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan: 

Goal 
3 A Cool, Clean and Green City 
Outcome 
3.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as a clean and environmentally responsible city 
Key Strategies 
Nil 
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LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Assessed at an individual project level. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• General Manager Engineering and City Services 

External 
Nil 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
Being undertaken within existing budgets and on a project by project basis. 

RISK 
Assessed within the individual projects. 

LEGAL 
Undertaken within the individual projects. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Assessed within the individual projects. 
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16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 31 March 2020, at 5:30 pm (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin. 

20 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC   

THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
Confidential Items of the Agenda.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 
26.1 YMCA Pool Management Mid-Contract Review 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 
26.2 Operating Subsidy Requests 2020/2021 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.3 Review of Confidential Decisions - June to December 2019 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person.  
 

 

21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 
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Reports, recommendations and supporting documentation can be accessed via the City of Darwin Council 
Website at www.darwin.nt.gov.au, at Council Public Libraries or contact the Committee Administrator on (08) 
8930 0670. 

 
MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, HARRY CHAN AVENUE, 
DARWIN 

ON TUESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 2020 AT 5:30 PM 
 
PRESENT: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis, Alderman Andrew Arthur, Alderman Jimmy 

Bouhoris, Alderman Justine Glover, Alderman Gary Haslett, Alderman Robin 
Knox, Alderman George Lambrinidis, Alderman Simon Niblock, Alderman 
Peter Pangquee, Alderman Emma Young 

OFFICERS: Scott Waters (Chief Executive Officer), Joshua Sattler (General Manager 
Innovation Growth & Development Services), Polly Banks (General Manager 
Community & Regulatory Services), Melissa Reiter (General Manager 
Government Relations & External Affairs), Ron Grinsell (General Manager 
Engineering & City Services) 

 Chris Kelly (Executive Manager Corporate Services), Vanessa Green 
(Executive Manager Governance Strategy and Performance), Liam Carrol 
(Manager Economic Development & International Relations), James Whyte 
(Senior Coordinator Building & Facilities),  Fiona van der Weide, (Governance 
and Legislation Advisor), Jane de Gault (Manager Public Relations & External 
Affairs) 

APOLOGY: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe and Alderman Mick Palmer  
GUESTS: NT News, Will Zwar, ABC News  

 

WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  

The City of Darwin is live webcasting the Open Section of Ordinary Council Meetings. Audio-visual 
recording equipment has been configured to avoid coverage of the public gallery area and the City 
of Darwin will use its best endeavours to ensure images in this area are not webcast. However the 
City of Darwin expressly provides no assurances to this effect and in the event your image is 
webcast, you will by remaining in the public gallery area be taken to have given the City of Darwin 
a non-exclusive licence to copy and broadcast your image worldwide for no reward. 

 

Order Of Business 

1 Acknowledgement of Country ............................................................................................ 5 

2 The Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................................ 5 

3 Meeting Declared Open ....................................................................................................... 5 

4 Apologies and Leave of Absence ....................................................................................... 5 

4.1 Apologies ................................................................................................................. 5 

4.2 Leave of Absence Granted ....................................................................................... 5 

4.3 Leave of Absense Requested .................................................................................. 5 

https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/
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5 Electronic Meeting Attendance ........................................................................................... 6 

6 Declaration of Interest of Members and Staff .................................................................... 6 

7 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ...................................................................................... 6 

8 Moving of Confidential Items .............................................................................................. 6 

9 Matters of Public Importance / Lord Mayoral Minute ........................................................ 6 

10 Public Question Time .......................................................................................................... 6 

11 Petitions ............................................................................................................................... 6 

12 Deputations and Briefings .................................................................................................. 7 

13 Notices of Motion ................................................................................................................. 7 

14 Officers Reports ................................................................................................................... 7 

14.1 Northern Territory Subdivision Development Guidelines .......................................... 7 

14.3 Australian Local Government Association - Notices of Motions for the National 
General Assembly 2020 ........................................................................................... 7 

14.4 Policy Management - 22nd Council .......................................................................... 8 

14.5 2nd Quarter Budget Review - 2019/2020 ................................................................. 8 

14.6 Revised Municipal Busking Conditions ..................................................................... 8 

15 Receive & Note Reports .................................................................................................... 10 

15.1 Monthly Financial Report - January 2020 ............................................................... 10 

15.2 New Lord Mayoral Robes ....................................................................................... 11 

16 Reports of Representatives .............................................................................................. 11 

16.1 Meeting of Anchorage Sister City Sub-Committee .................................................. 11 

16.2 Lord Mayoral Report .............................................................................................. 11 

16.3 Reports of Representatives .................................................................................... 12 

17 Questions by Members ..................................................................................................... 12 

17.1 Wanguri Oval ......................................................................................................... 12 

17.2 Wagaman Supermarket ......................................................................................... 12 

17.3 Walters Ward Small Projects .................................................................................. 13 

17.4 Public Questions .................................................................................................... 13 

17.5 Streetscape Beautification Project .......................................................................... 13 

17.6 Trees on the Verge Program .................................................................................. 13 

17.7 Milkwood Trees at Nightcliff Pool............................................................................ 14 

17.8 Elected Member Profiles on Website ...................................................................... 14 

17.9 Lyons Ward By-Election ......................................................................................... 14 

17.10 Friends of Bagot Park Committee Group ................................................................ 15 

17.11 Signage on Progress Dr and Pheonix St ................................................................ 15 

17.12 Lakeside Dog Park ................................................................................................. 15 

17.13 Map of City of Darwin Roads .................................................................................. 16 

18 General Business............................................................................................................... 16 

18.1 Incoming correspondence ...................................................................................... 16 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  25 February 2020 
 

Page 4 

18.2 Committment to Meeting Procedures ..................................................................... 16 

18.3 State Square Underground Car Park ...................................................................... 16 

18.4 Australian Local Government Association - Notices of Motion for the National 
Assembly 2020....................................................................................................... 17 

18.5 Item 14.1 - Northern Territory Subdivision Development Guidelines ....................... 17 

19 Date, Time and Place of Next Ordinary Council Meeting ........................................ 17 

20 Closure of Meeting to the Public ............................................................................. 17 

21 Adjournment of Meeting and Media Liaison ............................................................ 19 

22 Resumption of Meeting .......................................................................................... 19 

23 Closure of Meeting ................................................................................................. 19 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 5:37 pm. 

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 Apologies  

4.1 APOLOGIES 

RESOLUTION  ORD065/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 
THAT the apologies from Alderman Want de Rowe and Alderman Mick Palmer, be received. 

CARRIED 12/0 

 
4.2 Leave of Absence Granted  

4.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. THAT it be noted Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe is an apology due to a Leave of 

Absence previously granted on 28 January 2020 for the period 22 to 28 February 2020. 

B. THAT it be noted Alderman Mick Palmer is an apology due to a Leave of Absence 
previously granted on 11 February 2020 for the period 25 February to 2 March 2020.  

 

 
4.3 Leave of Absence Requested 

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENSE REQUESTED 

RESOLUTION  ORD066/20 

Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
A. THAT a Leave of Absence for bereavement be granted retrospectively for Alderman Peter 

Pangquee for the period 30 January to 21 February 2020.  
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CARRIED 12/0 

 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted 
Nil 
5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested 
Nil 

6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

6.1 Declaration of Interest by Members 
Nil 

6.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff 
Nil 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  ORD067/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11 February 2020 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 10/0 
Alderman Justine Glover queried why Alderman George Lambrinidis is titled Acting Lord Mayor in 
the minutes as the Lord Mayor attended the meeting electronically. 
The Chief Executive Officer confirmed that pursuant to Policy 43, Meetings, Meeting Procedures 
and Committees, the Casting Vote sits with the Chair, who in this case was Alderman George 
Lambrinidis and the minutes correctly reflect this.  

  

8 MOVING OF CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  

9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil   

10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil   

11 PETITIONS 

Nil   
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12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS 

Nil 

13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  

14 OFFICERS REPORTS 

14.1 NORTHERN TERRITORY SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to 
review and approve for adoption by Council, the Northern Territory Subdivision Development 
Guidelines, as requested by the Northern Territory Government’s Department of Infrastructure 
Planning and Logistics.  

RESOLUTION  ORD068/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
1. THAT this report entitled Northern Territory Subdivision Development Guidelines be received 

and noted. 
2. THAT pursuant to section 32 (2) of the Local Government Act, Council delegate to the Chief 

Executive Officer authority to review and approve for adoption by Council, the Northern 
Territory Subdivision Development Guidelines. 

CARRIED 10/0 
 

14.3 AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION - NOTICES OF MOTIONS FOR 
THE NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2020 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek topics for a Notice of Motion for the Australian Local 
Government Association to be submitted by the City of Darwin.  

RESOLUTION  ORD069/20 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
1. THAT the report entitled Australian Local Government Association - Notices of Motions for 

the National General Assembly 2020 be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse for a Notice for Motion to be prepared for the National General 

Assembly of Local Government 2020 on the Remote Area Tax Concessions and Payment 
Study, as outlined in the report dated 12 November 2019, Attachment 3. 

CARRIED 10/0 
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14.4 POLICY MANAGEMENT - 22ND COUNCIL 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present a revised policy review schedule to Council.  The revised 
schedule will ensure all policies are reviewed during the 22nd term of Council.  

RESOLUTION  ORD070/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
1. THAT the report entitled Policy Management – 22nd Council, be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the proposed policy review schedule which will ensure all policies are 

reviewed by December 2020.  

CARRIED 10/0 
 

14.5 2ND QUARTER BUDGET REVIEW - 2019/2020 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to: 
 
• Present the 2nd Quarter Budget Review and seek Council’s endorsement of recommended 

amendments to the 2019/20 budget. 
• Provide additional financial information to supplement statutory monthly financial reporting and 

cost of services.  

RESOLUTION  ORD071/20 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
1. THAT the report entitled 2nd Quarter Budget Review – 2019/2020, be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council amend the 2019/2020 budget, in accordance with Section 128 of the Local 

Government Act (2008), as detailed in report entitled 1st Quarter Budget Review – 
2019/2020 and contained in Attachments A –E. 

CARRIED 10/0 
 
 

14.6 REVISED MUNICIPAL BUSKING CONDITIONS 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide revised municipal busking conditions for Council’s 
consideration.  

MOTION   
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
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1. THAT the report entitled Revised Municipal Busking Conditions be received and noted. 
2. THAT following internal review Council endorse the implementation of revised busking and 

street performing permits (attached) with the following amendments: 
a. All performers to hold and display their individual permits, inclusive of group performers 
b. Failure to display a valid permit will result in an infringement being issued 
c. It is to be acknowledged that performances in the Smith St. Mall, will only perform in 

one of the designated busking locations 
d. A photo for the purposes of identification will be included on the permit 

3. THAT Council endorse the implementation of revised busking and street performing 
application forms (attached) with the following amendments: 
a. Permits are valid for a period of 1 month 
b. With a maximum of 100 permits available at any given time 
c. It is to be acknowledged that performances in the Smith St. Mall, will only perform in 

one of the designated busking locations 
d. Failure to display a valid permit will result in an infringement being issued 
e. It is understood that transferring a permit to another person, will result in an 

infringement, the withdrawal of the permit and that the permit holder will be liable 
f. Each busker is to respect other buskers and street performers.  If another performer is 

already in a location they have exclusive access to that location and a surrounding 
exclusion zone of up to 20 metres for up to 2 hours 

g. It is to be acknowledged that each busker is performing under their own initiative and 
do not represent the City of Darwin 

h. Proof of public liability insurance is to be provided if representing an incorporated entity 
i. Acknowledgement that each individual or group indemnifies the City of Darwin against 

claims for loss, damage, injury or death caused, as it relates to the permit and the 
insurance will be procured by the City of Darwin 

 
4. THAT Council amend the current fees and charges to reflect a single charge of a $20 

monthly fee for a busking and street performing permit 
5. THAT the revised permit, application form and fee take effect on the 26th of February 2020 
6. THAT stakeholder and community consultation be undertaken through Council’s Engage 

Darwin Platform for a period of 30 days, to review the permit application process and 
designated locations across the CBD. 

7. THAT a report to Council be provided detailing the outcomes of the consultation be bought 
back to Council 

AMENDMENT 

RESOLUTION  ORD072/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
1. THAT the report entitled Revised Municipal Busking Conditions be received and noted. 
2. THAT following internal review Council endorse the implementation of revised busking and 

street performing permits (attached) with the following amendments: 
a. All performers to hold and display their individual permits, inclusive of group performers 
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b. Failure to display a valid permit will result in an infringement being issued 
c. It is to be acknowledged that performances in the Smith St. Mall, will only perform in 

one of the designated busking locations 
d. A photo for the purposes of identification will be included on the permit 

3. THAT Council endorse the implementation of revised busking and street performing 
application forms (attached) with the following amendments: 

        a. With a maximum of 100 permits available at any given time 
b. It is to be acknowledged that performances in the Smith St. Mall, will only perform in 

one of the designated busking locations 
c. Failure to display a valid permit will result in an infringement being issued 
d. It is understood that transferring a permit to another person, will result in an 

infringement, the withdrawal of the permit and that the permit holder will be liable 
e. Each busker is to respect other buskers and street performers.  If another performer is 

already in a location they have exclusive access to that location and a surrounding 
exclusion zone of up to 20 metres for up to 2 hours 

f. It is to be acknowledged that each busker is performing under their own initiative and 
do not represent the City of Darwin 

g. Proof of public liability insurance is to be provided if representing an incorporated entity 
h. Acknowledgement that each individual or group indemnifies the City of Darwin against 

claims for loss, damage, injury or death caused, as it relates to the permit and the 
insurance will be procured by the City of Darwin 

4. That the council do not amend the current fees and charges for busking and street 
performance permits. 

5. That the revised permit and application form take effect on the 26th of February 2020 
6. THAT stakeholder and community consultation be undertaken through Council’s Engage 

Darwin Platform for a period of 30 days, to review the permit application process and 
designated locations across the CBD. 

7. THAT a report to Council be provided detailing the outcomes of the consultation be bought 
back to Council 

CARRIED 10/0 
  

15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT - JANUARY 2020 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide a comparison of income and expenditure against the 
budget for the period ended 31 January 2020 and provide details of cash, investments held and 
debtors at 31 January 2020 in accordance with the Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 
2008.  

RESOLUTION  ORD073/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
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That the report entitled Monthly Financial Report – January 2020 is received and noted.  

CARRIED 10/0 
 

15.2 NEW LORD MAYORAL ROBES 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present Elected Members information on the newly designed Lord 
Mayoral Robes.   

RESOLUTION  ORD074/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
1. THAT the report entitled New Lord Mayoral Robes, be received and noted. 

CARRIED 10/0 
   

16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

16.1 MEETING OF ANCHORAGE SISTER CITY SUB-COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION  ORD075/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 
THAT the following Reports of Representatives be received and noted. 
Alderman Robin Knox reported on the Anchorage Sister City sub-committee meeting which she 
attended on 20 February 2020.  
The committee has released audio recordings that have been recorded with people from 
Anchorage and the Larakia people, and these will be played in the mall and from the Larakia Shop. 
This should bring life, interest and vitality to the mall. 

 CARRIED 10/0 

 

16.2 LORD MAYORAL REPORT 

RESOLUTION  ORD076/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 
1. The Lord Mayor reported on a media event he attended for the $2 million Joint Small Projects 

Commencement, beginning with the Lakeside Dog Park.  
2. The Lord Mayor has correspondence with the Local Government and Mayor of Haikou 

regarding the Corona Virus difficulties. The Mayor of Haikou said he was thankful for the City of 
Darwin’s correspondence and well wishes.  

3. The Lord Mayor congratulated and thanked the staff who organised the Bombing of Darwin 
Commemoration events, noting their fantastic work. The Lord Mayor advised that both local 
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and interstate visitors had enjoyed the event.  
CARRIED 10/0 

 

16.3 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESOLUTION  ORD077/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 
Alderman Peter Pangquee reported on Top End Tourism as a Board Member. Top End Tourism is 
writing an open letter to the Prime Minister regarding funding which is put into Kakadu. 
It will note that Kakadu has not opened a new area for over 10 years, and several popular tourist 
spots are still closed like Twin Falls, Twin Falls not open, and haven’t opened a new area in 10 
years or more. Additionally signage is old and not legible.  
This open letter will be shared with the Chief Executive Officer and Elected Members prior to being 
sent, and Alderman Peter Pangquee would appreciate the City of Darwin’s support.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

17.1 WANGURI OVAL 

RESOLUTION  ORD078/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris queried why there has been a platform of concrete put at Wanguri Oval.  
Chief Executive Officer responded and advised that this is part of Small Projects and removable 
soccer goals are being installed. The Concrete platform will allow for storage of the soccer goals 
when the oval is used for other purposes.   

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.2 WAGAMAN SUPERMARKET 

RESOLUTION  ORD079/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman George Lambrinidis queried improvements at Wagaman supermarket – can we see what 
happens before the work starts, is it possible to get more information.  
The General Manager Engineering and City Services advised that plans are being completed and 
will be shared via email with Elected Members shortly.  

CARRIED 10/0 
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17.3 WALTERS WARD SMALL PROJECTS 

RESOLUTION  ORD080/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Justine Glover asked for a Waters Ward small projects and Beatification projects update.  
The General Manager Engineering and City Services responded and advised that an email has 
been sent through with update of plans. The MLAs have also received this. MLA Ah Kit contacted 
responded immediately, and offered to set up a meeting with Waters Ward Alderman, MLA Ah Kit 
and General Manager Engineering and City Services will be available. The Media team will also 
put out a communication plan.   

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.4 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

RESOLUTION  ORD081/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Emma Young noted that Elected Members have received notification of a Public 
Question via email, and if this would be at the Next Ordinary Council meeting.  
Chief Executive Officer responded and advised that these questions have been refused on the 
basis that they are substantially similar to questions submitted by the same questioner in 
December 2019, and that they have been advised under Policy 043.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.5 STREETSCAPE BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT 

RESOLUTION  ORD082/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Simon Niblock queried when Elected Members could see concepts for the Streetscape 
Beautification Projects, ensuring that they see concepts prior to much work being started.  
General Manager Engineering and City Services took this question on notice.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.6 TREES ON THE VERGE PROGRAM 

RESOLUTION  ORD083/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Andrew Arthur queried about the City of Darwin’s Trees on the Verge program; 
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1. What is the uptake of this program in 2020, and previous years? 
2. How many properties have used this program since it was implemented? 
3. How many trees have been maintained with this program? 
4. Is there a waiting list for this program? 

General Manager Engineering and City Services took this question on notice 

. CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.7 MILKWOOD TREES AT NIGHTCLIFF POOL 

RESOLUTION  ORD084/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Robin Knox queried  the outcome of a public survey from approximately 2 to 3 years ago 
about Nightcliff Pool, and noted that she received an follow-up email stating that 3 Milkwood trees 
would be provided in the hope they would provide more shade. When are these trees likely to be 
planted? 
 General Manager Engineering and City Services took this question on notice. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.8 ELECTED MEMBER PROFILES ON WEBSITE 

RESOLUTION  ORD085/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Robin Knox queried the Elected Member profiles which are due to be put on the website, 
and asked if their former profiles can be reinstated or will new profiles be created, asking for an 
expected timeline.  
General Manager External Affairs & Governance advised that she could not guarantee that their 
former profiles would still be available, however the Communication and Marketing team are 
currently engaging a professional writer who will work with Elected Members to create their 
consistent public profiles. Elected Members will then be able to use this information in their own 
social media and websites. 

Alderman Gary Haslett noted that there was a magazine article featuring the Lord Mayor and 
Elected Members and some information could be used from this.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.9 LYONS WARD BY-ELECTION 

RESOLUTION  ORD086/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Robin Knox noted that she has received feedback from the public that they aren’t aware 
that a By-Election is occurring, and asked if a letter will be sent to Lyons Ward.  
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The Chief Executive Officer advised that the Northern Territory Electoral Commission has emailed 
and texted residents who are up to date on the electoral role in the Lyons Ward, and there is also a 
social media campaign. 

 CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.10 FRIENDS OF BAGOT PARK COMMITTEE GROUP 

RESOLUTION  ORD087/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Robin Knox has received feedback from the Friends of Bagot Park committee who are 
concerned they have seen a photo of site designs of the carpark without trees. 
General Manger Engineering and City Services advised that the Bagot Park Carpark is not at that 
stage yet, first a project manager will be appointed, and then they can begin the design process. 
There will be a community consultation process during the design phase.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.11 SIGNAGE ON PROGRESS DR AND PHEONIX ST 

RESOLUTION  ORD088/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Peter Pangquee queried signage on private property at Progress Dr and Phoenix St, 
noting he was advised last year that this signage was illegal, yet it has not been taken down.  
The Chief Executive Officer noted that Officers are facing an issue with the Department of 
Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics who have a moratorium of enforcement process on the 
Northern Territory Government’s verges. There are approximately 90 illegal signs, and the General 
Manger Innovation, Growth and Development and his team are working through this with the 
Department. It is likely that this won’t be remedied until after the Northern Territory Government 
General Election. 

 CARRIED 10/0 

 

17.12 LAKESIDE DOG PARK 

RESOLUTION  ORD089/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Peter Pangquee noted his concern with the Lakeside Dog Park which has been 
announced today, and asked if this is on an existing sporting field. 
The Lord Mayor advised that the oval is not used as a sporting field due to midges.  

CARRIED 10/0 
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17.13 MAP OF CITY OF DARWIN ROADS 

RESOLUTION  ORD090/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris queried on the progress of the City of Darwin webpage displaying a 
map which details roads within the municipality under our care and control.  
The Chief Executive Officer advised that this is a priority for the Engineering & City Services 
Department and this will be on the website shortly.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

18.1 INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 

RESOLUTION  ORD091/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
1. THAT the report entitled Incoming Correspondence be received and noted.  
2. THAT the letter from the Darwin Film Society addressing the Proposed RSL Development be 

received and noted.  
CARRIED 10/0 

  
 

18.2 COMMITTMENT TO MEETING PROCEDURES 

RESOLUTION  ORD092/20 
Moved: Alderman Andrew Arthur 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
THAT the 22nd City of Darwin Council reconfirm its commitment to Council’s Meeting Procedures 
Handbook and Code of Practice and request Officers to recirculate the procedures and By-Laws to 
Elected Members and General Managers.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

18.3 STATE SQUARE UNDERGROUND CAR PARK 

RESOLUTION  ORD093/20 
Moved: Alderman Robin Knox 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
THAT Council officers prepare a report on the management of the State Square Underground Car 
Park and its implications on the management of Council’s own carparks by the first Ordinary 
Meeting scheduled for April 2020.  
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CARRIED 10/0 

 

18.4 AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION - NOTICES OF MOTION FOR 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 2020 

RESOLUTION  ORD094/20 
Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
THAT Council officers should put a report to Council seeking Council’s position on the Motions to 
be presented to the Australian Local Government Association - National General Assembly 2020.  
THAT City of Darwin representatives who attend the Local Government Association - National 
General Assembly 2020 ensure they vote consistently with Council’s position and previous Council 
policies to ensure consistency.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

18.5 ITEM 14.1 - NORTHERN TERRITORY SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES  

RESOLUTION  ORD095/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
THAT upon adoption of subdivisional guidelines by Department of Infrastructure Planning and 
Logistics, that any items relating to item 14 variations of those guidelines form a report to Council 
prior to any agreement with the developer for Council endorsement. 

CARRIED 10/0 

 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD096/20 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 17 March 2020, at 5:30pm (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin 

.CARRIED 10/0 

 

20 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 

RESOLUTION  ORD097/20 
Moved: Alderman Peter Pangquee 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
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Confidential Items of the Agenda. 
CARRIED 10/0 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 
26.1 Paspalis Centrepoint - Cube Project 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(e) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information provided to the council on 
condition that it be kept confidential. 
26.2 Elected Member and MLA Requests - 6 Month Report 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.3 Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan - Strategic Risk 

Assessment 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.4 City of Darwin's Preparedness for the Commencement of the Local Government Act 

2019 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.5 Payment Listing Report - January 2020 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(a), 8(b) and 8(c)(i) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information about the 
employment of a particular individual as a member of the staff or possible member of the staff of 
the council that could, if publicly disclosed, cause prejudice to the individual, information about the 
personal circumstances of a resident or ratepayer and information that would, if publicly disclosed, 
be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on any 
person.  
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21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 

RESOLUTION  ORD098/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
The Meeting closed at 7:33pm.  

CARRIED 10/0 
 

 

22 RESUMPTION OF MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD113/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
THAT the open meeting resumed at 8:55pm.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

23 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD114/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
THAT the meeting closed at 8:55pm.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 
The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 
March 2020. 

 
................................................... 
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