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WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 Apologies 
 
THAT the apology from Alderman Emma Young, be received. 
 
4.2 Leave of Absence Granted 
 
4.3 Leave of Absence Requested 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted 
 
5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested 

6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Ordinary Council Meeting - 17 March 2020  

8 MOVING OF CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  
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9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

9.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - CONDOLENCE MOTION  

Author: Lord Mayor  
Attachments: Nil 
  
Pursuant to By-law 152 of the Council’s By-laws, I submit the following minute for consideration by 
the Council: 

INTRODUCTION 
The City of Darwin wishes to extend its sincerest condolences to the family of Mr Frank Lam.  
Mr Frank Lam was a long time Darwin icon, and the proprietor of the Magic Wok in the Westlane 
Arcade, which was a successful Territory business for over 48 years. Mr Frank Lam was a reliable 
tenant of the City of Darwin for over 15 years and respected by several generations of Darwinians.  
 
With this is mind I wish to recommend: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the City of Darwin express its sincere condolences to the family and friends of the 

late Frank Lam.  

 
 

THE HON.KON VATSKALIS  
LORD MAYOR 
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10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

11 PETITIONS 

12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 31 March 2020 
 

Item 13.1 Page 8 

13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - REQUEST FOR REPORT 

Attachments: Nil 
  
I, Alderman Simon Niblock, give notice that at the next Ordinary Council Meeting on 31 March 
2020, I will move the following motion:- 

MOTION  
THAT a report be prepared for Council outlining options to allow both domestic and commercial 
rate payers to defer payment of their rates. That the report include, but not be limited to, 
eligibility criteria, time frame for implementation and impact on Council’s budget and long term 
financial plan.  
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14 OFFICERS REPORTS 

14.1 CITY OF DARWIN SUBMISSION INTO THE SENATE ENQUIRY INTO 
HOMELESSNESS 

Author: Darwin Safer City Program Coordinator 
Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  
Attachments: 1. City of Darwin submission to the Senate Enquiry into 

Homelessness   
2. Terms of Reference Homelessness Enquiry    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement from Council to provide a submission into the 
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs’ enquiry into 
homelessness in Australia.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled City of Darwin Submission into the Senate Enquiry into 

Homelessness be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorses City of Darwin’s submission to the Enquiry (Attachment 1). 
 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• On 11 February 2020, House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and 

Legal Affairs’ commenced a new enquiry into homelessness in Australia. 

• The Committee will be accepting submissions as per the attached Terms of Reference, with 
applications closing 9 April, 2020. 

• The Terms of Reference are quite extensive. Submissions are not required to address all 
points, only those with particular relevance to the organisations and/or individuals making 
submissions to the Enquiry.  

• City of Darwin expends significant time and resources addressing issues caused by high 
levels of people experiencing homelessness in the NT, many of who sleep rough in the 
Darwin Municipality.  

• Formal submission to the Enquiry may require a City of Darwin representative to attend the 
Enquiry and provide information related to the submission, should the Committee convene in 
the Northern Territory.   

BACKGROUND 
DECISION NO.21\3191 (14/04/15) 
National General Assembly of Local Government 
Report No. 15C0052 KH:kl (14/04/15)  Common No. 3031605 
A. THAT Report Number 15C0052 KH:kl entitled National General Assembly of Local 
Government, be received and noted. 
B. THAT Council endorse the following resolution for the 2015 National General Assembly of Local 
Government: 
“That the 2015 National General Assembly seek Commonwealth leadership, coordination and 
resourcing for the development of culturally safe, affordable and accessible housing and shelter in 
all Australian capital cities including for intrastate and interstate visitors who are transient in and 
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out of urban centres.” 

DISCUSSION 
On 11 February 2020, House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal 
Affairs’ commenced a new enquiry into homelessness in Australia. The Committee will be 
accepting submissions as per the Terms of Reference at Attachment 1, with applications closing 9 
April, 2020. 
City of Darwin’s submission, prepared by the Coordinator Darwin Safer City Program is at 
Attachment 2.   
The submission aims to provide information related to homelessness that is specific to the 
Northern Territory which directly affects the Darwin Municipality by virtue of the large numbers of 
people experiencing homelessness and sleeping rough in Darwin.  The submission provides 
commentary on the following points: 

• The Northern Territory has the highest rate of homelessness in Australia (NT Shelter 
estimates over 500 people per 10,000), with the issue disproportionately affecting Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people; 

• The provision of housing and other resources and programs to address homelessness 
remains the responsibility of the State/Territory Governments and the Federal Government 
and is outside of the scope of local government to address; 

• Federal Government funding to address the large numbers of people experiencing 
homelessness in the Northern Territory is inadequate and extremely low when compared to 
funding received by other States and Territories; 

• There are currently extremely long wait times for public and community housing and few 
options for short and medium term accommodation options required by community visitors to 
Darwin; 

• High numbers of long term homeless and rough sleepers affect Darwin in a myriad of ways 
and put significant pressure on local service providers, including City of Darwin in the local 
government area. Operationally, City of Darwin is significantly impacted by large numbers of 
people residing in Council owned parks and reserves. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.3 Decision Making and Management 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Nil.  

CONSULTATION 
This report was considered by the Strategic Direction Group on 17 March 2020 and now referred 
to Council for consideration. 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 
Nil. 
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External 
• Regional Coordinator for Northern Australia, NT Shelter. 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

RISK 
Nil. 

LEGAL 
Nil. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Nil.  
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14.2 COMMUNITUY GRANTS 2020/21 COVID-19 RESPONSE 

Author: Community Development Officer 
Authoriser: General Manager Community and Regulatory Services  
Attachments: 1. COVID-19 Response Grants Program Guidelines    
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement of a COVID-19 Response Grants 
Program, with a total of $150,000 allocated in two rounds, to support community groups or 
organisations to deliver innovative solutions to meet the changing needs of the community due to 
COVID-19. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Community Grants COVID-19 Response be received and noted. 
2. Council endorse the reallocation of current operational funding to open a new grant round of 

$50,000, for community projects that respond to COVID-19 with innovative solutions to be 
delivered between from April to 30 June 2020. 

3. Council endorse the repurposing of the 2020/21 Community Grants Program budget, to a 
second round of $100,000, for community projects that respond to COVID-19 with innovative 
solutions delivered between 1 July and 31 December 2020. 

4. Council endorse the COVID-19 Response Grants Program Guidelines, which will apply to 
both the 19/20 and 20/21 rounds. 

 
KEY ISSUES 
● Round 1 of the 2020/21 Community Grants Program is currently open until 31 March 2020, 

with $50,000 of funding available from the 2020/21 financial year. Applicants can apply for 
funding of up to $10,000. There is a separate pool of $50,000 for community-based 
environment grants.  

● The majority of applications submitted are unlikely to meet the changing needs of the 
community due to the impacts of COVID-19, and therefore the officer recommendation is that 
the grants program be realigned to focus on projects that ease the burden on the community 
in the context of a pandemic.  

● Each year Council allocates $100,000 to the Community Grants Program in two rounds. It is 
recommended that Council open a new grant round of $50,000 for community projects that 
respond to COVID-19 with innovative solutions, with requests up to $10,000, for projects 
delivered by 30 June 2020. Funding will be sourced from current operational funding that 
cannot be used due to the COVID-19 response.  

● It is recommended that the 2020/21 Community Grants Program budget be repurposed for a 
second round of $100,000, for community projects that respond to COVID-19 with innovative 
solutions delivered between 1 July and 31 December 2020. 

● A COVID-19 Grants Program Guidelines which outlines eligibility and assessment criteria is 
at Attachment 1.  

BACKGROUND 
$100,000 for the Community Grants Program is budgeted for each year and typically distributed 
across two rounds of $50,000 per round. 

DISCUSSION 
Community Grants Program Overview 
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City of Darwin Community Grants Program provides funding of up to $10,000 to community groups 
and organisations to deliver meaningful activities, programs or events for the Darwin municipality, 
enhancing Darwin as a safe, liveable and healthy city. 
 
Current Community Grants Program Round 
 
The current round of the Community Grants Program was open for applications from 1 to 31 March 
2020, with $50,000 of funding available. There is a separate pool of $50,000 for community-based 
environment grants. Applicants can apply for funding of up to $10,000. The majority of applications 
received for the Community Grants Program are event-based, and/or have high levels of face-to-
face engagement. This indicates that a high proportion of the applications submitted in the current 
round will unlikely meet the changing needs of the community due to the impacts of COVID-19, 
and therefore the officer recommendation is that the grants program be realigned to focus on 
projects that can immediately ease the burden on the community in the context of a pandemic.  
 
COVID-19 Response Grants Program  
 
As the country grapples with extended periods of physical distancing and isolation as well as 
significant job losses, Council and the wider community need to rethink how we operate our day-to-
day lives and respond to the changing needs of the community in innovative ways. The purpose of 
the COVID-19 Response Grants Program is to address this need, and will provide funding to grant 
applicants that can demonstrate an ability to deliver projects that: 
 

1. Develop resources or services to address the changing needs of the community in a 
COVID-19 environment; 

2. Increase community connection and social inclusion in an environment where physical 
distancing and isolation measures are in place; 

3. Enrich the diversity of cultural, environmental, recreational or social opportunity to Darwin 
residents in the new and developing COVID-19 environment; 

4. Build and strengthen partnerships between community groups and organisations; and 
5. Enhance Darwin as a safe, liveable and healthy city in the context of a pandemic. 

 
Examples of potential projects for the COVID-19 Grants Program could include, for example, 
Foodbank setting up a food delivery service to vulnerable persons in self-isolation; or the 
development of a live streaming service or online platform to connect artists and audiences. 
 
A COVID-19 Grants Program Guidelines which outlines eligibility and assessment criteria is at 
Attachment 1.  
A total of $150,000 will be available for the COVID-19 Response Grants Program allocated in two 
rounds: 
● Round 1 of $50,000 for requests up to $10,000, for projects delivered from April to 30 June 

2020.  
● Round 2 of $100,000 for requests up to $10,000 for projects delivered between 1 July and 

31 December 2020.  

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 
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Goal 
2 A Safe, Liveable and Healthy City 
Outcome 
2.1 By 2030, Darwin will be a safer place to live and visit 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
The Community Grants Program is guided by City of Darwin Policy No. 008 Community Inclusion. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Community and Cultural Development Coordinator 

• General Manager Community and Regulatory Services 

External 
• Nil 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
$100,000 for the Community Grants Program is budgeted for each year, allocated in two rounds, 
this will fund the 20/21 single round of COVID-19 Community Grants.  
The 19/20 $50,000 round will be funded from pooling a number of budgets that will be unspent as 
a result of projects being unable to be delivered in a coronavirus context – such as key community 
events. $7,000 remains in the 2019/20 Community Grants Program budget. It is proposed that 
Round 1 of the COVID-19 Response Grants Program of $50,000 be funded with this $7,000 in 
addition to other current operational funding that cannot be used due to the COVID-19 response. 
The three budget sources that funding will be redirected from, submitted as part of the 3rd Quarter 
Budget Review, are: 
(a) Safer City budget: $30,000 
(b) Indigenous Activities budget: $7,000 
(c) Arts Activity budget: $6,000 
It is proposed that Round 2 of the COVID-19 Response Grants Program of $100,000 be funded 
from the 2020/21 Community Grants Program budget. 

RISK 
No major risk 

LEGAL 
In accordance with COVID-19 Council response. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
The Community Grants Program supports community groups and organisations to deliver 
meaningful activities, programs or events for the Darwin municipality, to enrich the diversity of 
cultural, environmental, recreational or social opportunity to Darwin residents and enhance Darwin 
as a safe, liveable and healthy city. 
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14.3 MY DARWIN - ECONOMIC STIMULUS PROPOSAL 

Author: Executive Manager Innovation and Information Services 
Authoriser: General Manager Innovation Growth and Development Services  
Attachments: 1. My Darwin Concept Proposal   

2. Statewide Comparison    
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council on the development of the web application, 
“my.Darwin” to assist with stimulating the local economy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report MY DARWIN – Economic Stimulus Proposal be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the allocation of car parking revenue from the month February 2020 

to support the initiative.  
3. THAT Council delegate to the CEO to investigate internally restricted parking reserves for the 

re-appropriation into this financial year’s operating budget.  
 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Darwin economy has been weakening in recent years and may become dire due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

• Economic stimulus will be required from all tiers of government to support the rebuilding of 
the Australian economy 

• A digital approach to directly support local business and the Darwin community.  

BACKGROUND 
The Darwin economy has been weakening in recent years as the city now transitions from a rapid 
growth during major construction projects. The Gross State Product has declined, leading to many 
challenges for the local businesses - Attachment 1 (slide 2).  
In this economic climate, it’s important for the City of Darwin to drive and stimulate the local 
economy through re-investment, removal of fees, innovative economic activities that create good 
long-term economic health and reasonable growth. 
Based on the recently conducted Place Score study, the community is keen in public events, 
cultural diversity and local community businesses. Darwinians will support each other and answer 
the call if incentivised - Attachment 1 (slide 4). 

DISCUSSION 
City of Darwin is to develop a mechanism to stimulate economic growth in unprecedented times, to 
support local business and the community. The mechanism will be to develop a digital web 
application that re-invests Council parking revenue to increase spend within the local small 
business sector, stimulating growth and increase spend across the Darwin municipality. 
The re-investment will be transferred directly to financial incentives for the community, where local 
businesses receive rebates for discounted trade supported by Council. It will increase footfall, 
participation and activation into the CBD with consumption multipliers (slide 5). It will create 
synergized marketing and communication efforts across merchant, partners and Council networks 
and create an ethos for local buy and support, as a legacy outcome to continue for years to come.  
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Car parking fees from one month of revenue of approximately $350K could be injected into the 
Darwin economy encouraging the community to spend with local businesses. The development of 
the application to be completed in approximately 4-5 weeks and could be implemented at a time 
when social distancing restrictions are eased. Many Darwin small businesses will be struggling and 
this will be an opportune time to have a program available, where the re-investment will be 
transferred to financial incentives for the community (slide 5).   
This application will create a legacy and re-usable platform for the community and enable a 
dashboard to highlight how much money is remaining. The end user community member will be 
able to redeem the discount instantly through the vendor, where the vendor will be reimbursed 
directly from Council (slide 6).  
This project will increase our partnerships with Darwin businesses and other partners and present 
a united front on the economic crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This application can continue to grow and become a more efficient and user friendly platform for 
some of Council’s services. These could be investigated in later phases of the project to include 
the payment of rates, a booking system (centres, parks, banners), dog registrations, events and 
have push notifications to inform the end user (slide 14).  
Other councils in Australia are initiating economic stimulus programs also, including the City of 
Melbourne ($10M) and the Gold Coast Council ($3M). Attachment 2. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
4 A Smart and Prosperous City 
Outcome 
4.2 By 2030, Darwin will have attracted and retained more residents and will offer sustainable 
investment opportunities 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Nil 

CONSULTATION 
This report was considered by the Strategic Direction Group on 24th March 2020 and now referred 
to Council for consideration. 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Members of the Strategic Leadership Group 

• Innovation growth and development services teams  

External 
• Application development vendors 

• Tourism NT, NTG Department of Tourism, Sport and Culture 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
The budget impact of this decision is estimated at $370,000, which includes cost of development 
($20,000) and the allowance for the re-investment injection into the local economy ($350,000). The 
development cost to occur in the 2019/20 financial year and depending on when Council prefer the 
product be released, the remaining funds would be utilised in either the 2019/20 or 2020/21 
financial year. At this stage estimated release of this initiative will be May 2020.  
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RISK 
The only risk identified with the decision is The Council’s reputation due to disputes in payment to 
the vendors. Based on the risk matrix this is low. Adequate systems are being built to ensure 
validation is done both at the vendor and The Council’s side. This reduces risk of fraud.  
Without providing financial assistance, The Council runs the risk of many businesses failing to 
survive the pandemic period and the unprecedented economic downturn. 

LEGAL 
There are no direct legal implications as a result of this decision. Any formal complaints from 
customers or merchants can be addressed to the relevant communication mediums and will be 
addressed by The Council. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
There are no direct relation to arts, culture and the environment as a result of this decision. 
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14.4 DANGEROUS TREES IN THE DARWIN MUNICIPALITY - UPDATE MARCH 2020 

Common No.: 3777063 
Author: Senior Technical Officer Parks and Reserves 

Executive Manager Operations  
Authoriser: General Manager Engineering and City Services  
Attachments: 1. Tree Damage and Resilience Assessment   

2. Council Decision NO 22\1202   
3. Final Report Parks Survey   
4. Parks Survey Tree Details Spreadsheet   
5. Council Decision NO 22\0922   
6. Tree Management Plan   
7. Visual Tree Risk Assessment Methodology   
8. iTree Report CBD   
9. iTree Report Central   
10. iTree Report Northern    

  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with post Cyclone Marcus findings of the inspection 
of Council parks that identified trees planted in close proximity to private property and/or power 
lines that have the potential to cause damage and/or injury when they come down. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Dangerous Trees in the Darwin Municipality – Update March 2020 

be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council undertake bi-annual Visual Tree Risk Assessment (VTRA) inspections of the 

619 tree assets as identified in this report.  
3. THAT Council further consider these issues in broader community terms through the draft 

Greening Strategy. 

 
KEY ISSUES 
• 201 parks were surveyed. 
• 91 parks were found to have no trees which would cause a probable threat to a principal 

residence or power line during a severe weather event. 
• The remaining 110 parks were found to contain a total of 619 trees which may, 

hypothetically, pose a threat to a principle residence or power line during a severe weather 
event.  

• Of the 619 trees assessed for risk, 588 were found to be As Low As Reasonably Possible 
(ALARP) and under Council’s adopted Tree Management Plan, no further action was 
required. 

• 31 trees were found to be above ALARP status and control measures were enacted either 
through pruning or removal, in order to bring them back to ALARP status.  

• These trees have been placed on the bi-annual tree inspection task list and will continue to 
be monitored for risk in line with Council’s adopted Tree management Plan. 

• The issue around removal or retention of large trees such as African Mahoganies with 
potential to impact private property is of broad community concern and should be further 
addressed through the draft Greening Strategy.   
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BACKGROUND 
At the Ordinary Council meeting held on 27 March 2018, Council put forth a motion as follows: 

 

DISCUSSION 
A number of actions were undertaken as directed in Council Decision No.22\0592 following 
Cyclone Marcus especially the concern of large trees, particularly the African Mahogany species 
(Khaya senegalensis) falling onto private property. 
Very soon after the cyclone, a report entitled ‘An assessment of tree damage and resilience in 
Darwin parks following Tropical Cyclone Marcus March 17th 2018’ (Attachment 1) was undertaken 
across 40 areas of parkland over a period of four weeks. This report was considered as part of a 
comprehensive undertaking by the Tree Re-Establishment Advisory Committee (TRAC) whose 
report and recommendations were supported in Council Decision No 22\1202 (Attachment 2). 
In late 2018 and early 2019 a project brief and scope of work were formulated, and an inspection of 
City of Darwin parkland was undertaken through consulting arboreal company Sully Pty Ltd to 
identify trees planted in close proximity to private property and/or power lines and additionally an 
approximate costing based on removal of any of these trees. The findings of this can be found in 
Attachment 3 and 4. 
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Determination as to the level of affected infrastructure to be included in the report was further 
addressed in Council Decision NO 22\0922 (17/7/18) (Attachment 5) whereby: 

‘E. THAT Council endorse the level of infrastructure, other than powerlines, considered for 
risk management purposes in the proposed survey of Council parks for trees located in 
close proximity to property and powerlines to be the principal residence of a property’. 

The survey inspected 201 City of Darwin parks of which: 

• 91 were found to have no trees which would pose a probable threat to a principal residence 
or power line during a cyclone or severe weather event; 

• The remaining 110 parks were found to contain a total of 619 trees which may, 
hypothetically, pose a threat to a principal residence or power line during a cyclone or severe 
weather event; 

• All 619 trees were inspected under Council’s adopted Visual Tree Risk Assessment (VTRA) 
methodology; 

• All trees were measured using a laser range finder for height, diameter breast height (girth) 
and canopy spread; 

• The distance between the tree and principal residence/power line was also measured.  
The consultant makes clear that there is no correlation between the results of a VTRA and the 
‘probable threat’ posed by the tree during a cyclone or severe weather event. 
Furthermore, the VTRA assesses the current risk under normal weather conditions whereas the 
‘probable threat’ is a hypothetical scenario assuming the tree would fall in the direction of the 
principal residence.  There is no certainty that the tree would: 

• Actually fall as a result of severe weather; or 

• Fall in the direction of the principal residence/power line. 
In the case of power lines, any tree species and any size of tree, even relatively small, could 
potentially impact power lines. In comparison with the number of trees that are on the road reserve 
in the immediate vicinity of power lines, the issue of these identified trees in the parks will be dealt 
with through bi-annual VTRA inspections. 
At the centre of this report is dealing with community concerns as to how large trees in close 
proximity to private property are to be managed, particularly African Mahoganies, in severe 
weather events. 
It is critical to understand that City of Darwin’s Tree Management Policy and Visual Tree Risk 
Assessment methodology (Attachment 6 and 7) are based on the professional arboreal 
assessment of trees under normal weather conditions.  
Out of the 619 trees subjected to a VTRA:  

• 588 were found to be of the lowest risk category known as ALARP (As Low As Reasonably 
Possible) and no further action was required;  

• 31 trees were found to be above ALARP status and control measures were enacted either 
through pruning or removal, in order to bring them back to ALARP status.  

The situation as to which species of trees and which way trees would fall in a severe weather event 
is purely hypothetical and does not form the basis of Council’s adopted tree risk methodology. 
City of Darwin Policy No. 050 - Trees On Verges – Conservation (2010) in so far that it is applied to 
verges and not parkland, does contains a provision that allows concerned residents/owners to 
approach Council and lobby for an otherwise ALARP assessed and healthy tree to be removed 
Consideration must also be made of the fact that the area surveyed is limited to parkland.  It does 
not cover the 192 kilometres of Council controlled road reserve network where it can be considered 
that the majority of Council trees assets would be situated.   
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Any decision made in isolation on these 619 trees, even if the African Mahoganies were singled 
out, would set a precedent and an unknown outcome if contemplating removing trees on the 
perceived basis that it would fall over in a severe weather event and could ultimately lead to a 
significant overall reduction of Darwin’s Urban Forest. 
In contemplating the removal, in isolation, of healthy trees whose risk rating is considered ALARP, 
then along with African Mahoganies, consideration would also turn to other species of large trees 
such as River Red Gums (Eucalyptus camuldulensis). 
In considering outcomes required to enact a balance between safety and the long-term 
environmental benefits of such large trees it will be important for Council to develop a risk 
threshold/risk appetite as to assist in tree risk management decisions.  
The Mahogany debate will go on and Council, through the long-term ideals of the Greening 
Strategy, can look to develop a risk threshold and tree benefits position through scenarios such as 
assessing: 
1. An open grown Mahogany on a golf course - with usual human occupancy rates 
 expected at a golf course. 
2. A Mahogany in a park - grass target only. 
3. A Mahogany in a park - target kids’ playground. 
4. A Mahogany in a park - targets including private property buildings. 
5. A Mahogany street tree - suburban street. 
6. A Mahogany street tree in the CBD – i.e. near McDonalds. 
Ultimately, consideration would need to be taken as to storm force winds, and monsoonal rains 
being part of a normal weather scenario. 
Then the individual context will become important and to be able to make management decisions 
that are robust and set precedents that City of Darwin Council can effectively argue - and that 
make sense - in each context.  
In these scenarios Council may find that the balance for risk and benefit changes depending on the 
context of each tree/situation.  
Sometimes tree benefit will out way risk, as Mahogany trees grow incredibly well in Darwin and 
sequester carbon and provide shade at a rate that most other species cannot match.  
Sometimes tree risk will out way tree benefit, particularly given known failure tendency, high or 
constant target ratings and the regular and expected monsoonal storm influence that the trees are 
subject to as part of normal weather exposure in Darwin. Risk. Benefit. Context. 
Attachment 8, 9 and 10 is an assessment of these 619 trees that uses an internationally 
recognised software program called i-Tree Eco to quantify the structure and environmental effects 
of urban trees and calculates their value to society. In short, large trees provide a long-term 
significant contribution to the Darwin community as environmental assets which are quantifiable. 
From a cost perspective, retention with intensive crown management is expensive and somewhat 
disruptive. In certain situations, it may be disproportionate to benefits. 
Past, current and future planting programs are addressing the desire to diversify Darwin’s urban 
forest and none more so than when Mahoganies are removed, and which avoid situations where 
future intensive crown management is burdened upon the tree owner. 
Natural attrition and applying best practice tree management techniques, inspections and 
monitoring over many years have seen Council reduce many unsuitable trees from the community 
thereby mitigating risk to the general community. 
This conservative and considered approach is also the recommended course of action to take 
regarding these 619 surveyed trees. The approach has been taken to add them to the bi-annual 
tree inspection task list. 
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Severe weather events of the past and those of the future will continue to influence Darwin’s Urban 
Forest.  The issue of how to mitigate the risk of tree failure and simultaneously provide a shady, 
cooler and environmentally sustainable municipality is complex. Council’s Greening Strategy will 
provide a pathway and solid foundations upon which to progress further. 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
3 A Cool, Clean and Green City 
Outcome 
3.1 By 2030, Darwin will be recognised as a clean and environmentally responsible city 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
City of Darwin Policy No. 050 - Trees on Verges – Conservation was adopted in 2010 and still in 
place. There is no overarching policy on urban forest management encompassing all tree 
vegetation. The body of work contained within the aforementioned Greening Strategy addresses 
the long-term approach to a considered range of future policies affecting City of Darwin controlled 
trees.  

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• General Manager E&CS 

• Executive Manager Operations 

• Executive Manager Corporate 

• Co-ordinator Parks and Reserves 

• Team Leader Urban Forest Management 

• Senior Climate Change and Environment Officer 

External 
In preparing this report, the following external parties were consulted: 

• Urban Forest Consulting – Urban Forest Planner 

• Sully Pty Ltd – Consulting Arborist 

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
The additional bi-annual inspection and monitoring of these 619 trees as identified in the study will 
be achievable through current budgets and resourcing. 

RISK 
Council’s insurers have expressed an active interest in the actions that will be taken to mitigate risk 
associated with these 619 trees. A copy of this report will be forwarded to Council’s insurance 
brokers (Marsh) for their review and feedback and that the increased inspection regime will be 
sufficient to manage the risk and keep Council’s insurance premiums reasonable and maintain our 
risk profile. 
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LEGAL 
Council have an endorsed Tree Management Plan and Visual Tree Risk Assessment (VTRA) 
methodology that was implemented following the coronial inquest into the death of an individual at 
the Gardens Park Golf Course in 2014. 

ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Trees provide great environmental benefits to the Darwin community and trees are assessed, 
within resourcing and budgeting, for maintenance or removal through a formal tree risk 
assessment process (VTRA), with the best long-term outcome for the community, including safety 
and environmental benefits such as: 

• Biodiversity and habitat for various fauna species. This is a critical role that established trees 
play within our urban forest to create refuge and connectivity of habitat. 

• Reducing air pollution. 

• Carbon abatement. 

• Shade and heat mitigation. 

• Amenity and sense of place. 

• Water disbursement, filtration and soil erosion prevention. 
If the precedent were set whereby trees were to be removed based purely on perceived risk of 
their species and/or proximity to private property principal residences or power lines, there would 
be potential for a tremendous reduction of Darwin’s urban forest tree canopy and the ability to 
provide shading and cooling across the municipality through tree vegetation would not be replaced 
for many years, even decades. 
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14.5 BY-ELECTION LYONS WARD - NORTHERN TERRITORY ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
REPORT 

Author: Governance and Legislation Advisor 
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: 1. 2020 City of Darwin Lyons Ward by-election report    
  
 
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the outcome of the By-Election Lyons ward, and 
present the report from the Northern Territory Electoral Commission.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled By-Election Lyons Ward - Northern Territory Electoral 

Commission Report be received and noted.  
2. THAT Council does not engage the NT Electoral Commission to pursue the sending of 

infringement notices to the non-voters who failed to vote at the Lyons ward By-Election 
2020.   

 
KEY ISSUES 
• Alderman Sherry Cullen, City of Darwin Lyons Ward, submitted her resignation to the Chief 

Executive Officer on Tuesday 12 November 2019, effective Friday 15 November 2019. 

• The Northern Territory Electoral Commission was appointed the Returning Officer to conduct 
the Lyons Ward By-Election on 29 February 2020 including attendance and voting at polling 
places for the Lyons Ward By-Election. 

• The Election was held on 29 February 2020 

• The NTEC formally declared Paul Arnold as elected to the position of Alderman on Monday 9 
March 2020.  

BACKGROUND 
Alderman Cullen provided her resignation as an Elected Member of the City of Darwin to the Chief 
Executive Officer on 12 November 2019. 
Section 39(5)(a) of the Local Government Act provides that, if a casual vacancy occurs more than 
18 months before the next general election, a by-election is to be held to fill the vacancy. 

Council resolved at their 10 December 2020 meeting to appoint NTEC as the Returning Officer to 
Administer the Election.  

RESOLUTION ORD001/19 
Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Simon Niblock 

1. THAT the report entitled By-Election Lyons Ward – 29 February 2020, be received and 
noted. 

2. THAT in accordance with Section 86 (9)(b) of the Local Government Act 2008, the NT 
Electoral Commission is appointed as the Returning Officer to conduct the Lyons Ward By-
Election on 29 February 2020 including attendance and voting at polling places for the Lyons 
Ward By-Election. 

3. THAT Council agrees to the election timetable provided at Attachment 1 to this report. 
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4. THAT in accordance with the Local Government Act 2008 and Local Government (Electoral) 
Regulations 2008, Council endorses the following method of voting in the Lyons Ward By-
Election on 29 February 2020 as follows: 

(a) By attending and voting at one of two (2) polling booths which will be located at the 
Darwin Entertainment Centre and Parap Primary School; or 

(b) By attending and voting at one of two (2) early voting centres located at the Civic 
Centre, Darwin or the Darwin office of the Northern Territory Electoral Commission. 

5. THAT in accordance with Council’s procedures for conducting by-elections, a candidate 
information session will be held on Thursday 30 January 2020, time and location to be 
confirmed. 

6.  THAT there is only pre-polling one week before election. 

CARRIED 12/0 

DISCUSSION 
The Northern Territory Electoral Commission was appointed the Returning Officer to conduct the 
Lyons Ward By-Election on 29 February 2020 including attendance and voting at polling places for 
the Lyons Ward By-Election. 
The Election was held on 29 February 2020. Paul Arnold was formally declared to the position of 
Alderman of Lyons Ward by the NTEC on Monday 9 March 2020.  
The NTEC has submitted a report to the Chief Executive Officer which details all aspects of the 
Election, Attachment 1. 
The Northern Territory Electoral Commission has written to the City of Darwin and advised that due 
to Covid-19 the NTEC will not pursing non-voters for the Johnston LA by-election that was 
conducted concurrently with Lyons. Whilst the NTEC would usually pursue non-voters in an urban 
election in this case they have decided not to do so for the following reasons: 

• A number of non-voters would attend the office to pay the fine in cash or EFTPOS  and given 
the directive on social distancing the Commissioner’s preference is that the public don’t 
attend this office in person, 

• The economic impact of the virus is going to be significant and issuing discretionary fines is 
likely to cause disquiet and receive adverse media commentary. Whilst the Commissioner is 
totally support the issuing of non-voter fines for compulsory elections the social disruption as 
a consequence of the virus justifies a more lenient approach in this instance, 

• In regards to the Lyons by-election common feedback, due to running both by-election 
concurrently, was that many Lyons electors were not aware of the by-election as the media 
focussed on the Johnston by-election; and 

• This NTEC is preparing to run the Territory election in August which will be complicated by 
the virus and pursing non-voters will be an added workload and unnecessary distraction at a 
busy time. 

  

IMPLICATIONS 
Council officers will review the 2020 Lyons By-Election, and ensure processes are improved where 
necessary for the 2021 General Election.   
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14.6 DEPUTY LORD MAYOR 

Author: Governance and Legislation Advisor 
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: Nil 
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide information to Council, and appoint a Deputy Lord Mayor.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report entitled Deputy Lord Mayor be received and noted. 
2. THAT _________________ be appointed as Deputy Lord Mayor for the period 1 May 2020 

to 31 August 2020.  
 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The Local Government Act requires for the appointment of a Deputy Lord Mayor. 

• City of Darwin policy 015: Deputy Lord Mayor, calls for an appointment Deputy Lord Mayor 
for a period of four months, and that each Alderman will have this appointment throughout 
the term of Council.  

• Alderman George Lambrinidis is current appointed as Deputy Lord Mayor until 30 April 2020.  

BACKGROUND 
City of Darwin policy 015: Deputy Lord Mayor acknowledges that the Lord Mayor will, at various 
times, not be able to perform his/her duties and that the Deputy Lord Mayor will be required to act 
in the position.  
For the period following the 2017 General Election, to the declaration of the 2021 general election, 
the Council has determined that each of the 12 Alderman be elected as Deputy Lord Mayor for a 
period of four months during the term of the 22nd Council. 
The current deputy Lord Mayor is Alderman George Lambrinidis, who was appointed at the 12 
November 2020 Ordinary Council meeting.   

RESOLUTION  ORD001/19 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 

THAT in accordance with Part 4.3 of the Local Government Act, Alderman George Lambrinidis be 
appointed as Deputy Lord Mayor for the period 2 January 2020 to 30 April 2020.  

CARRIED 10/0 

 

DISCUSSION 
Section 43 of the Local Government act sets out the role and function for the position: 
The role of the deputy principal member of a council is to carry out any of the principal member's 
functions when the principal member: 
(a) delegates the functions to the deputy; or 
(b) is absent from official duties because of illness or for some other pressing reason; or  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 31 March 2020 
 

Item 14.6 Page 216 

(c) is on leave. Section 43(3) of the Act also provides that: If the principal member is absent from 
official duties on leave or for some other reason, and there is no deputy principal member or 
the deputy is not available to act in the principal member's position, the council may, by 
resolution, appoint some other member of the council to act in the principal member's 
position for a specified period or until the principal member resumes official duties. 

The following elected members have not yet been appointed as Deputy Lord Mayor during the 22nd 
term of Council.  

• Alderman Palmer 
• Alderman Pangquee 
• Alderman Arnold 
• Alderman Glover 
• Alderman Arnold 
 

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies as 
outlined in the ‘Darwin 2030 City for People. City of Colour. Strategic Plan’: 

Goal 
6 Governance Framework 
Outcome 
6.3 Decision Making and Management 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY 
Policy 015: Deputy Lord Mayor.  
Local Government Act:  Section 43(2) of the Local Government Act establishes the role of the 
Deputy Lord Mayor. This Section must be read in conjunction with Section 35 (Role of Elected 
Members) and Section 42 (Role of Mayor). Section 45(2)(b) requires the Council to appoint one of 
its Members as Deputy Lord Mayor at the first meeting held after each General Election. The 
Ministerial Guidelines dealing with Elected Member Allowances make provision for the Deputy 
Mayor. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
In preparing this report, the following City of Darwin officers were consulted: 

• Chief Executive Officer  

• Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs 

External 
Not applicable  

BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
There are no budget or resource implications for this matter.   

RISK 
There is a risk that should a Deputy Lord Mayor not be appointed that the City of Darwin will not 
meet Section 43 of the Local Government Act.  

LEGAL 
There are no legal risks identified with this matter. 
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ARTS, CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 
Not applicable  
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15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT - FEBRUARY 2020 

Common No.: 2476534 
Author: Financial Accountant 
Authoriser: Executive Manager Finance  
Attachments: 1. Monthly Financial Report -February 2020    
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide a comparison of income and expenditure against the 
budget for the period ended 29 February 2020. It also provides details of cash, investments and 
debtors at 29 February 2020 in accordance with the Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 
2008. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the report entitled Monthly Financial Report – February 2020 is received and noted.  

 
KEY ISSUES 
• For the first eight months of the year; Income is above budget, expenses are below budget, 

together producing a considerably higher operating result than budget of $4.5M. 

• The key liquidity ratio is 2.8 (showing current assets cover total liabilities 2.8 times). 

• Capital expenditure is low in comparison to the full year’s budget, actual expenditure for eight 
months is $12.7M compared to $41M full annual budget.  

• The Monthly Financial Report complies with the Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 
2008 in respect of the issues reported.  

  

BACKGROUND 
The monthly finance report income statement compares the actual income and expenditure to 
budget at two levels, firstly the full year’s budget and secondly the budget for the eight months year 
to date (YTD).  

Comparatives to full year are relevant if the income or expenditure is linear, at the end of February 
2020, the pro-rata percentage that would be achieved if income and expenditure were to occur in a 
linear pattern is 66.67%. For this reason the reference to YTD budgets is provided. Examples of 
where this is most relevant include, Rates which are brought in as income at the commencement 
of the year, general insurances and some licences are paid in full when received.  

Ideally the YTD budget is structured so that the amount allocated in each month should match the 
same pattern as actual income is incurred and expenditure is made.  

 

DISCUSSION 
There is a YTD positive variance actual to budget of $4.5M at the Operating Result level.  

Income is running at 93% overall, this is much higher than pro-rata largely because Rates and 
annual charges are levied at the start of the year which materially distorts the overall percentage 
for income.   
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Expenditure is running at 63% overall which appears to be a favourable position. In the case of 
Materials and Services, which has a lot of component expenses combined together, the overall 
position can mask issues within some expense items being over and some under.  

An analysis of income and expenditure categories as presented in the attachments to this report 
follow: 

Income Items: 

• Rates and Charges              99.6%  

• User Charges, Fees & Other     69.4%     

• Interest & Investments Revenue    78.6% 

• Grants & Contributions – Operating 117.7% 
There is a small growth factor built into the Rates budget, which given the current economic 
climate of Darwin may not now be achieved this year. 
Grants are higher because of the unbudgeted $1.4M funds received from Northern Territory 
Government (NTG) relating to Cyclone Marcus.  
  

Expenditure Items:  

• Employee costs have a $36M annual budget and are running at 64%. As employee costs are 
such a large area it is important to see them within budget parameters. Currently there is a 
positive variance to budget, due to vacancies, but offset by temporary labour services 
(categorised in Materials and Services). 

• Borrowing costs are significantly under budget at 26%. This is primarily due to the loan for 
Shoal Bay waste remediation not being drawn down as planned and therefore the costs of 
servicing the loan not being incurred.  

• Materials and Services is a $50M annual budget which covers a large number of expenditure 
types. Overall this is running just below pro-rata at 64%  but there are many variations at the 
component level, of these the following are highlighted: 
1. Utilities /Rates is a $6M annual budget and is running at 84% primarily as a result of 

electricity charges associated with street lighting and higher than anticipated water 
charges over a long period without rain. However, due to recent rain it is now expected 
the large overspend will reduce. Savings in electricity are planned too, but the 
switching to LED programme is not being achieved as planned with the replacement 
program still ongoing. 

2. Advertising & photocopying are showing savings to budget that are a mix of more 
efficient work practises and tighter contract pricing.   

3. Subscriptions and licences are still running over but there may be timing involved and 
the trend should rectify as has occurred with donations/sponsorship and travel and 
accommodation. 

4. Temporary Staff is running at 195% of full year’s budget but this spend is balanced by 
underspends in salaries and wages, which is the reason for the overspend.      

• Depreciation has a $33M annual budget. The depreciation shown in actual is calculated by 
the Council asset system (at $21.2M or 64%).  The amount is under budget due to a large 
number of assets not yet capitalised. 

• Capital Expenditure is expected to increase with the onset of the dry season and due to 
following project advancement. The $4.5M Urban Oval Lights Project contract has been 
awarded and a contract has been awarded for the delivery of 3 public amenities for City of 
Darwin. The streetscape beautification program commenced with two projects currently 
under construction: 
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 Daly Street 
 Wagaman Shopping Centre 

 Of the eight identified projects five will be delivered in house. The remaining three projects 
have been put out to public tender. A media launch for the streetscape beautification was 
held on Tuesday 10 March 2020.  

Treasury Comment  

The RBA held the cash rate at 0.75% following the Board meeting in early February.  Data 
released during the month was largely negative for the outlook for the domestic economy. 

While the RBA is sticking to its GDP growth forecasts and forward indicators suggest annual GDP 
growth of around 2.25%, the recent bushfires and COVID-19 developments have caused some 
leading economists to predict close to 0% GDP growth in the first quarter of the year. The RBA is 
expected to reduce the cash rate if unemployment continues to rise, GDP growth stalls or as was 
occurring towards the end of the month financial markets begin to fall precipitously. February 
finished at a point of high uncertainty as to whether the spread of COVID-19 could be contained 
and if not what would be the full economic impact of the global economy. 

Accounts Receivable Report 

This report details Rates receipt collection, outstanding General Debtors, and performance on 
Rates recovery compared to the previous year. The report also includes additional information on 
infringement debtors, Rates arrears, Rates struck and Rates outstanding. Whilst there has been 
success in reducing the level of historical outstanding Rates, the level of current Rates in arrears is  
increasing. 

 

IMPLICATIONS 
The financial report is as at 29 February 2020. The preparation of this report requires a detailed 
process of reconciliation and journals to ensure the accounts conform to accrual accounting and 
enable an accurate comparative to budget.  

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Nil 

 
BUDGET AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  
Nil 

 
RISK/LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
Part 8 of the Local Government (Accounting) Regulations 2008 require that a monthly financial 
report is presented to Council. 

Regulation 18 states: 

1. The CEO must, in each month, lay before a meeting of the council a report, in a form 
approved by the Council, setting out: 

a) The actual income and expenditure of the council for the period from the 
commencement of the financial year to the end of the previous month; and 

b) The forecast income and expenditure for the whole of the financial year 

2. The report must include: 
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a) Details of all cash and investments held by the Council (including money held in trust); 
and 

b) A statement on the debts owed to the Council including the aggregate amount owed 
under each category with a general indication of the age of the debts; and 

c) Other information required by the Council.  

1. If a Council does not hold a meeting in a particular month, the report is to be laid before the 
Council committee performing the council's financial functions for the particular month. 

This report is considered to a higher level of statutory compliance as outlined above. 
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15.2 CITY OF DARWIN AND NORTHERN TERRITORY GOVERNMENT SECURITY PATROL 
PARTNERSHIP 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 
Authoriser: Acting General Manager Government Relations & External Affairs  
Attachments: Nil 
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise the Council of Security Patrol Arrangements in response to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. THAT the report be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council receive the advice of an agreed partnership between the City of Darwin and 

the Northern Territory Government in relation to a security patrol partnership until 30 
September 2020 

 
 
KEY ISSUES 
• The COVID-19 Pandemic has created significant concern within the Darwin CBD businesses 

community and it is anticipated that reduced resources due to business closures will be 
unable to ensure full security coverage of the CBD 

• It is further anticipated that the reduction in business operations and private security in the 
Darwin CBD may lead to an increase in Anti-Social Behaviour as well as break and enter 
offences. 

• The Northern Territory Government Department of Chief Minister and the Northern Territory 
Police Fire and Emergency Services have requested specific security patrol support from the 
City of Darwin to help address this issue 

• Support is provided from the City of Darwin by way of funding and direction 

• The partnership has commenced and will run until 30 September 2020 

• The primary objective of the partnership is to provide additional resources from 4pm until 
6am 

BACKGROUND 
The Department of Chief Minister through the Departments Chief Executive has requested Council 
support in relation to the current COVID-19 pandemic event.  This specific request for support is to 
provide security patrols throughout the Darwin CBD to protect businesses during an 
unprecedented time of closure and vulnerability.  The request for support has also been endorsed 
by the Police Commissioner and Chief Executive of Police Fire and Emergency Services. 

DISCUSSION 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic Response it is vital that the City of Darwin respond to requests for 
support from other levels of Government and vice versa.  Ensuring that from a partnership 
perspective we are united in our service delivery to our community and in this instance keeping our 
City safe.   
The unprecedented closure of licensed and other businesses have seen the removal of security 
guards which were employed by those businesses.  As such there is concern that these 
businesses will become a target at a time when they least need it.  It is anticipated that already 
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limited resources will be further stretched over the coming weeks and months.  The focus of the 
patrols will be to deliver social order, active crime deterrence and anti-social behaviour 
enforcement. In this changing time, with limited commercial activity, a visual and active security 
presence in the CBD is essential. Cross-cultural appropriate discussions and de-escalation 
methods will continue to be a core element of the patrol’s service delivery. 
The area for the patrols will be the entire core CBD, from Daly Street to the Waterfront Boundary.  
Council has been requested to fund the program at $50 000 per month over the next 6 months, 
total of $300 000.00.  This cost is within current operational delegations and has been 
accommodated within existing operational budgets.  The Northern Territory Government will 
invoice the City of Darwin on a monthly basis. 
The Security Patrols will commence at 4pm and conclude at 6am each morning operating in 3 
teams of two and working closely with the Northern Territory Police, to protect vital areas and 
businesses within the CBD. 

IMPLICATIONS 
Council is a supporting partner of the Northern Territory Government and Northern Territory Police 
Service in this and many other elements of the ongoing COVID-19 response.  Operational budgets 
have been pooled and redistributed to fund the City of Darwin partnership and have no material 
impact on Council services or operations. 
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16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 14 April 2020, at 5:30pm (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin. 
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20 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC   

THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
Confidential Items of the Agenda.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 
26.1 Rent Relief as a result of COVID - 19 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 
26.2 Proposal for an Artist Assistance Fund 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c)(iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.3 Darwin City Deal Update - March 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(d) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information subject to an obligation of 
confidentiality at law, or in equity.  
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21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 
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MINUTES 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 17 March 2020 
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Reports, recommendations and supporting documentation can be accessed via the City of Darwin Council 
Website at www.darwin.nt.gov.au, at Council Public Libraries or contact the Committee Administrator on (08) 
8930 0670. 

 
MINUTES OF CITY OF DARWIN 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEVEL 1, CIVIC CENTRE, HARRY CHAN AVENUE, 
DARWIN 

ON TUESDAY, 17 MARCH 2020 AT 5:30PM 
 
PRESENT: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis, Alderman Andrew Arthur, Alderman Paul Arnold, 

Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris, Alderman Justine Glover, Alderman Gary Haslett, 
Alderman Robin Knox, Alderman George Lambrinidis, Alderman Simon 
Niblock, Alderman Mick Palmer, Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe, Alderman 
Emma Young 

OFFICERS: Scott Waters (Chief Executive Officer), Joshua Sattler (General Manager 
Innovation Growth & Development Services), Polly Banks (General Manager 
Community & Regulatory Services), Vanessa Green (Acting General Manager 
Government Relations & External Affairs), Ron Grinsell (General Manager 
Engineering & City Services) 

 Chris Kelly (Executive Manager Corporate Services), Fiona van der Weide, 
(Governance and Legislation Advisor), Matt Grassmayr (Executive Manager 
Leisure and Regulatory Services) Bruce Cutler (Managing Director RedSplash 
Creative Solutions, City of Darwin Media Contractor) 

APOLOGY: Alderman Peter Pangquee  
GUESTS: NT News – Will Zwar 
 

WEBCASTING DISCLAIMER  

The City of Darwin is live webcasting the Open Section of Ordinary Council Meetings. Audio-visual 
recording equipment has been configured to avoid coverage of the public gallery area and the City 
of Darwin will use its best endeavours to ensure images in this area are not webcast. However the 
City of Darwin expressly provides no assurances to this effect and in the event your image is 
webcast, you will by remaining in the public gallery area be taken to have given the City of Darwin 
a non-exclusive licence to copy and broadcast your image worldwide for no reward. 

 

Order Of Business 

1 Acknowledgement of Country ............................................................................................ 4 

2 The Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................................ 4 

3 Meeting Declared Open ....................................................................................................... 4 

4 Apologies and Leave of Absence ....................................................................................... 4 

4.1 Apologies ................................................................................................................. 4 

4.3 Leave of Absence Requested .................................................................................. 4 

5 Electronic Meeting Attendance ........................................................................................... 5 

5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested ............................................................... 5 

https://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/
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6 Declaration of Interest of Members and Staff .................................................................... 5 

7 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ...................................................................................... 5 

8 Moving of Confidential Items .............................................................................................. 5 

9 Matters of Public Importance / Lord Mayoral Minute ........................................................ 5 

10 Public Question Time .......................................................................................................... 6 

11 Petitions ............................................................................................................................... 6 

12 Deputations and Briefings .................................................................................................. 6 

13 Notices of Motion ................................................................................................................. 6 

14 Officers Reports ................................................................................................................... 6 

14.1 Animal Registrations ................................................................................................ 6 

14.2 Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory ............................. 6 

14.3 Sports Field Infrastructure ........................................................................................ 7 

14.4 Car park Extensions to an existing Casino - Lots 5244 & 5772, 1 Casino Drive 
& 73 Gilruth Avenue, The Gardens ........................................................................... 7 

14.5 Minutes Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee 5 
February 2020 and Review of Terms of Reference .................................................. 8 

14.6 Minutes Youth Advisory Committee Meeting 13 February 2020 - appointment 
of new members ....................................................................................................... 9 

14.7 Adoption of Procurement Policy ............................................................................... 9 

14.8 Adoption of Council's Privacy Policy ......................................................................... 9 

15 Receive & Note Reports .................................................................................................... 10 

15.1 Darwin Living Lab Update ...................................................................................... 10 

16 Reports of Representatives .............................................................................................. 10 

16.1 Reports of Representatives .................................................................................... 10 

17 Questions by Members ..................................................................................................... 11 

17.1 End of trip facilities at the State Square Underground Car Park ............................. 11 

17.2 Northern Territory Government Grant Funding - Update ........................................ 11 

17.3 Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) - Council response............................................. 11 

17.4 Solar Power at Shoal Bay Waste Management Facility .......................................... 12 

18 General Business............................................................................................................... 13 

18.1 Darwin Economy .................................................................................................... 13 

18.2 Comment to Development Consent Authority ......................................................... 13 

18.3 Farewell to Sally Vasey .......................................................................................... 13 

19 Date, Time and Place of next Ordinary Council Meeting ........................................ 14 

19 Closure of Meeting to the Public ...................................................................................... 14 

21 Adjournment of Meeting and Media Liaison ............................................................ 15 

22 Resumption of Open Meeting ................................................................................. 15 

23 Closure of Meeting ................................................................................................. 15 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

2 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 

3 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 

RESOLUTION  ORD113/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
The Chair declared the meeting open at 5:30 pm. 

CARRIED 12/0 

The Chair welcomed Alderman Paul Arnold to his first meeting of Council.  

4 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.1 APOLOGIES 

RESOLUTION  ORD114/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
THAT the apology from Alderman Peter Pangquee, be received. 

CARRIED 12/0 

 
4.2 Leave of Absence Granted  
Nil 
 
4.3 Leave of Absence Requested 
 

4.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE REQUESTED 

RESOLUTION  ORD115/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
A. THAT a Leave of Absence be granted for Alderman Gary Haslett for the period 9 April 

2020 to 14 April 2020. 

B. THAT a Leave of Absence be granted for Alderman Robin Knox for the period 27 March 
2020 to 14 April 2020. 
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CARRIED 12/0 

 

5 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE 

5.1 Electronic Meeting Attendance Granted 
Nil 
5.2 Electronic Meeting Attendance Requested 

5.2 ELECTRONIC MEETING ATTENDANCE REQUESTED 

RESOLUTION  ORD116/20 
Moved: Alderman Justine Glover 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
THAT Council note that pursuant to Section 61 (4) of the Local Government Act and Decision No. 
21\0009 – 15/04/12, the following members request Electronic Meeting Attendance: 
C. Alderman Robin Knox to attend all Council Meetings and Briefing Sessions for the period 

27 March 2020 to 14 April 2020. 

D. Alderman Gary Haslett to attend all Council Meetings and Briefing Sessions for the period 
9 April 2020 to 14 April 2020. 

CARRIED 12/0 

 
 

6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

6.1 Declaration of Interest by Members 
Nil 

6.2 Declaration of Interest by Staff 
Nil 

7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  ORD117/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 February 2020 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 12/0 
  

8 MOVING OF CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  

Nil 
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9 MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE / LORD MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil   

10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil 

11 PETITIONS 

Nil 

12 DEPUTATIONS AND BRIEFINGS 

Nil 

13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  

14 OFFICERS REPORTS 

14.1 ANIMAL REGISTRATIONS 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the recommendations from the Top End Regional 
Organisation of Councils (TOPROC) Animal Management Reference Group (AMRG) regarding 
animal registrations.   

RESOLUTION  ORD118/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
1. THAT the report entitled Animal Registrations be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the annual registration period for dogs and cats be amended from 1 

July-30 June to 1 September-31 August.  
3. THAT Council endorse the correspondence to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel at 

Attachment 1 to report entitled Animal Registrations to request an amendment to Darwin 
City Council By-Laws, Part 1, Division 3, By-Law 15 (3) to change the annual registration 
period for animals.  

4. THAT Council withdraw five-year and lifetime registration options for dogs and cats from 1 
July 2020 for new animal registrations. 

5. THAT Council endorse reciprocal registration administration for animals registered in 
TOPROC Councils from 1 September 2020.  

CARRIED 12/0 
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14.2 UNIFORM COMPANION ANIMAL LEGISLATION IN THE NORTHERN TERRITOTY 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a draft response regarding the Discussion 
Paper for Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory.  

RESOLUTION  ORD119/20 
Moved: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
1. THAT the report entitled Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory be 

received and noted. 
2. THAT Council endorse the draft submission for the Uniform Companion Animal Legislation in 

the Northern Territory - Discussion Paper at Attachment 2 to the report entitled Uniform 
Companion Animal Legislation in the Northern Territory. 

CARRIED 12/0 
 

14.3 SPORTS FIELD INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of an agreed list of priorities from Peak Sporting 
Bodies for infrastructure upgrades at Council ovals.  

RESOLUTION  ORD120/20 
Moved: Alderman Robin Knox 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
1. THAT the report titled Sports Field Infrastructure be received and noted. 

THAT Council acknowledge the Peak Sporting Bodies priorities for future infrastructure 
upgrades and oval lighting detailed in Attachments 1 and 2 of the report titled Sports Field 
Infrastructure, for consideration regarding future sporting oval upgrades. 

CARRIED 12/0 
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14.4 CAR PARK EXTENSIONS TO AN EXISTING CASINO - LOTS 5244 & 5772, 1 CASINO 
DRIVE & 73 GILRUTH AVENUE, THE GARDENS 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council an application to redevelop a portion of Lot 5772 
(73) Gilruth Avenue from landscaping into a hard stand (car parking), and remove landscaped 
centre islands in the road reserve to create an access to the new car park.  

RESOLUTION  ORD121/20 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Mick Palmer 
1. THAT the report entitled Car park Extensions to an existing Casino - Lots 5244 & 5772, 1 

Casino Drive & 73 Gilruth Avenue, The Gardens be received and noted. 
CARRIED 12/0 

2. That Council supports the removal of landscaping located within Lot 5772 (73) Gilruth 
Avenue, proposed for development as a car parking area, and that the leased area shall be 
handed back to Council in the same condition as provided, as a landscaped area. The 
applicant is to submit further details including, but not limited to: the design of landscaping 
areas, tree pits, irrigation, installation, and maintenance of the shade trees. 

Alderman Mick Palmer called for division.  

For: Alderman Paul Arnold, Alderman Mick Palmer, Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris, Alderman George 
Lambrinidis  

Against: Alderman Simon Niblock, Alderman Andrew Arthur,  Alderman Gary Haslett, Alderman 
Robin Knox, Alderman Justine Glover, Lord Mayor, Alderman Emma Young, Alderman Rebecca 
Want De Rowe   

LOST – 4/8 

RESOLUTION  ORD122/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman Robin Knox 
2. That Council do not support the removal of landscaping located within Lot 5772 (73) Gilruth 

Avenue. 

CARRIED 8/4 
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14.5 MINUTES BOMBING OF DARWIN AND MILITARY HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
5 FEBRUARY 2020 AND REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present the Minutes of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History 
Advisory Committee held on 5 February 2020 and seek Council’s endorsement of the revised 
Terms of Reference for the Committee.  

RESOLUTION  ORD123/20 
Moved: Alderman Mick Palmer 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
1. THAT the report entitled Minutes Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee 

5 February 2020 and Review of Terms of Reference be received and noted. 
2. THAT the minutes of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History Advisory Committee of 5 

February 2020, at Attachment 1, be received and noted. 
3. THAT Council endorse the change to the title of the Bombing of Darwin and Military History 

Advisory Committee to Bombing of Darwin and Military and Civilian History Advisory 
Committee. 

4. THAT Council endorse the revised Terms of Reference of the Bombing of Darwin and 
Military and Civilian History Advisory Committee, at Attachment 2. 

CARRIED 12/0 
 

14.6 MINUTES YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 13 FEBRUARY 2020 - 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present the minutes of the Youth Advisory Committee February 
meeting held on 13 February 2020 and seek approval of three nominations to the Committee.  

RESOLUTION  ORD124/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
1. THAT the report entitled Minutes Youth Advisory Committee Meeting 13 February 2020 and 

Appointment of new members be received and noted. 
2. THAT, pursuant to Section 54 of the Local Government Act Council appoint David Ninan, 

Tanisha Cubillo and Martin Feng to the Youth Advisory Committee from 13 February 2020 – 
30 June 2022. 

CARRIED 12/0 
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14.7 ADOPTION OF PROCUREMENT POLICY 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the draft Procurement Policy.  

RESOLUTION  ORD125/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
1. THAT the report entitled Adoption of Procurement Policy be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council repeal Policy No. 70 Purchasing Policy. 
3. That Council adopt the draft Policy No. 70 Procurement Policy at Attachment 2 to this report. 

CARRIED 12/0 
 

14.8 ADOPTION OF COUNCIL'S PRIVACY POLICY 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for council’s reviewed Privacy Policy.  

RESOLUTION  ORD126/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
1. THAT the report entitled Adoption of Council’s Privacy Policy be received and noted. 
2. THAT Council rescind Policy No 033 Privacy (Attachment 1). 
3. THAT Council rescind Policy No 078 Privacy and Confidentiality (Attachment 2). 
4. THAT Council adopts Policy No. 33 Privacy (Attachment 3) 

CARRIED 12/0 
  

15 RECEIVE & NOTE REPORTS 

15.1 DARWIN LIVING LAB UPDATE 

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to update Council on the progress of the Darwin Living Lab initiative.  

RESOLUTION  ORD127/20 
Moved: Alderman Emma Young 
Seconded: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
1. THAT the report entitled Darwin Living Lab Update be received and noted. 

CARRIED 12/0 
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16 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THAT the following Reports of Representatives be received and noted. 

16.1 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESOLUTION  ORD128/20 
Moved: Alderman Gary Haslett 
Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
Alderman Robin Knox attended the access and inclusion committee meeting on Tuesday 10 
March.  
The Committee has conducted a survey on access to disability parking, to see where people may 
face issues. There were recommendations from this survey to make amendments to the disabled 
car park. The Committee is disappointed that Council will wait another year before making these 
amendments, and query why Council has given this feedback.  
Alderman Robin Knox attended the NT Water Safety and Advisory Committee, and reported that 
they are continuing to do good work throughout the committee.  
The Committee would like to re-raise the issue with regarding Box Jelly Fish / Stinger signs, noting 
that some signs are missing and others do not have enough information. As the LGANT 
representative on the Committee, Alderman Robin Knox has advised the Committee that City of 
Darwin message is that it is the Northern Territory Government’s responsibility. The Chair will be 
speaking to Northern Territory Government to ask them to put up signs. Alderman Robin Knox 
hopes that Council and Northern Territory Government can work together, so someone puts up the 
signs as they are needed.  
General Manager Community advised that this is Northern Territory Government responsibility and 
obligation, and if we start erecting signs this will devolve the responsibility from Northern Territory 
Government. 

 CARRIED 12/0 
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17 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 

17.1 END OF TRIP FACILITIES AT THE STATE SQUARE UNDERGROUND CAR PARK 

RESOLUTION  ORD129/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
THAT the following Questions by Members be received and noted. 
Question: 
Alderman Robin Knox queried do public have access to end of trip facilities in the State Square 
Underground Car Park, and if not, when will these be available? 
Response: 
General Manager Innovation Growth and Development Services advised that Council is working 
with Northern Territory Government, to see what systems they will put in place. Once 
commissioned and tested, a report will be put to Council. Currently the time frames are unknown. 

  CARRIED 12/0 

 

17.2 NORTHERN TERRITORY GOVERNMENT GRANT FUNDING - UPDATE 

RESOLUTION  ORD130/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
THAT the following Questions by Members be received and noted. 
Question: 
Alderman Simon Niblock queried about a letter to the Northern Territory Government in April 2019, 
regarding funding for projects, including traffic calming infrastructure, Lee Point Road Cycle Path 
and Velodrome redevelopment. What information have we heard from Northern Territory 
Government regarding this?  
Response: 
General Manager Engineering and City Services has not yet received information from Northern 
Territory Government. Chief Executive Officer responded that he spoke with Treasurer and Deputy 
Chief Minister about 3 weeks ago, there has been very little progress to date. The only project we 
are developing is the Velodrome, and the small projects which are underway. All other projects are 
being delivered by Northern Territory Government, and we are waiting for them to report. Senior 
staff have spoken to Director of Department of Infrastructure Planning and Logistics regarding this. 
The Department has been prompted by Council at the highest level.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 

17.3 CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19) - COUNCIL RESPONSE 

RESOLUTION  ORD131/20 
Moved: Alderman Simon Niblock 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
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THAT the following Questions by Members be received and noted. 
Question: 
Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris asked what Council’s response and communication plan is to the 
outbreak of Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) regarding City of Darwin facilities. Are we being 
proactive by letting the community know what we are doing? 
Response: 
The Lord Mayor noted that Council officers are taking additional cleaning and hygiene approaches 
to public and City of Darwin spaces.  
The Chief Executive Officer noted that this a concerning situation for the entire community, and 
that Council plays an important role ensuring stability.  
The Chief Executive Officer has had six updates to staff, and have also put into place the 
Communicable Diseases procedure.  
There are additional cleaning protocols in place for the pools.  
Taking a cautious approach to the Library, a meeting will be held on 18 March regarding the 
Library status.  
Regarding public amenities officers have put up hygiene posters and are ensuring handwashing 
treatments are installed across the City.  
The Strategic Directions Group are working on a daily basis to monitor the situation. Currently we 
are business as usual – this will change when appropriate. We are following Northern Territory 
Government and Federal Government. We will follow the emergency management line.  
Council has met with Danila Dilba, Larakia Nation and the NT Police Commissioner regarding the 
vulnerable itinerant community and options to return home. People are choosing to go back home 
which is positive.  
From update 7 we will start external communications. We will enhance what we are sharing, and 
also provide support to LGANT and the all Top End Councils.  
Specific messaging from Council will be out soon, as the Federal and Northern Territory 
Government are putting put messaging, and we don’t want to confuse this space.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 

17.4 SOLAR POWER AT SHOAL BAY WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY 

RESOLUTION  ORD132/20 
Moved: Alderman Mick Palmer 
Seconded: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
THAT the following Questions by Members be received and noted. 
Question: 
Alderman Simon Niblock asked if the grant for solar power at Shoal Bay Waste Management 
Facility has been received yet? Noting that the funding had been announced in by Lord Mayor and 
Minister on the 28 June 2019 
Response: 
General Manager Engineering and City Services advised this was approved October 2019, and a 
meeting will be held on 18 March 2020 to confirm timelines.    

.CARRIED 12/0 
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18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

18.1 DARWIN ECONOMY 

RESOLUTION  ORD133/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
THAT due to the unprecedented situation occurring with the COVID-19 Pandemic, Council 
undertake the following fiscal steps to support the Darwin Economy; 
1. Car Parking fees and charges for CBD on-street car parking are waived from 18 March 2020 

for an initial period of 60 days 
2. The charging of interest on outstanding rates balances is suspended from 18 March 2020 

until 30 June 2020 
3. As part of the 2020/21 FY budget deliberations that the current interest rate for outstanding 

rates balances is reviewed within these deliberations 
4. Innovation Growth and Development Services, investigate and present to Council options for 

encouraging residents to shop and dine in the CBD/ Municipality wide 
CARRIED 11/1 

Point of order 
Alderman Robin Knox: This should be a Lord Mayoral Minute, not in General Business.  
Lord Mayor responded that due to timings, and under the meeting procedure it could not go under 
Lord Mayoral Minute, so it was most appropriate in General Business.   
Alderman Simon Niblock: There has not been enough time for consideration, the budgets and 
costs are not provided. What will be the financial impact? 
Lord Mayor responded that the urgency of the ever changing situation, so determined there was no 
call for Point of Order.   

  

18.2 COMMENT TO DEVELOPMENT CONSENT AUTHORITY 
Summary 
This Resolution Is Further To Report 14.4, Report  Car Park Extensions to the Existing Casino  

RESOLUTION  ORD134/20 
Moved: Alderman Andrew Arthur 
Seconded: Alderman Rebecca Want de Rowe 
THAT Council’s response to the Development Consent Authority for Development Application 
PA2020/0032,  requests amended plans demonstrating additional landscaping for shade and 
amenity purposes on Lot 5244, in accordance with Clause 8.2 of the Northern Territory Planning 
Scheme. 

CARRIED 9/3 

 

18.3 FAREWELL TO SALLY VASEY 

RESOLUTION  ORD135/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
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Seconded: Alderman George Lambrinidis 
THAT Sally Vasey, the Lord Mayors Executive Assistant has been an incredible asset to Council, 
and she will be missed when she departs on 27 March 2020. The City of Darwin thanks Sally for 
her 11 years of service and wishes her all the best.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 

19 DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD136/20 
Moved: Alderman Jimmy Bouhoris 
Seconded: Alderman Emma Young 
THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 31 March 2020, at 5:30 pm (Open 
Section followed by the Confidential Section), Council Chambers, Level 1, Civic Centre, Harry 
Chan Avenue, Darwin. 

CARRIED 12/0 

 

19 CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC   

THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to consider the 
Confidential Items of the Agenda. 
  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act: 
26.1 YMCA Pool Management Mid-Contract Review 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c) (i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial advantage on 
any person. 
26.2 Operating Subsidy Requests 2020/2021 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c) (iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person. 
26.3 Review of Confidential Decisions - June to December 2019 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 65(2) - 8(c) (iv) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if publicly 
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the interests of council or some other person.  
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21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING AND MEDIA LIAISON 

RESOLUTION  ORD137/20 
Moved: Alderman Andrew Arthur 
Seconded: Alderman Gary Haslett 
THAT the open meeting adjourned at 7:27pm.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 

22 RESUMPTION OF OPEN MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD150/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
THAT the open meeting resumed at 10:50pm.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 

23 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

RESOLUTION  ORD151/20 
Moved: Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis 
Seconded: Alderman Justine Glover 
THAT the meeting closed at 10:50pm.  

CARRIED 12/0 

 
The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 31 
March 2020. 

 
................................................... 
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