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SYNOPSIS: 
 
The Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee (DHAC) has prepared a Draft Darwin 
Harbour Regional Management Strategic Framework for 2009 – 2013 (Attachment 
A). DHAC is seeking community feedback on the documents until 15 May 2009. This 
report summarises the major principles and goals which underpin the Strategic 
Framework for Darwin Harbour and recommends Council support them. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
The Darwin Harbour Strategic Framework supersedes the 2003 Darwin Harbour 
Regional Plan of Management. It presents a policy framework and guidelines for the 
management of environmental, social, cultural and economic values and uses of the 
Darwin Harbour Region. 
 
The Darwin Harbour catchment extends from Charles Point in the west to Gunn 
Point in the east, and south to Darwin River Dam. 
 
The Framework is a detailed document to manage catchment land use but provides 
a strategic and integrated overview to inform and guide the community, business, 
industry and all levels of Government in decision making regarding their use of the 
region. 
 
The Strategic Framework is based on eight founding principles which are: ecological 
sustainability; climate change; community and stakeholder engagement; 
transparency in decision-making; integration; flexibility; equity; and adaptive 
management. 
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Five goals have been identified and each is supported by a series of guidelines. 
 
The goals are: 
 

1. To maintain a healthy environment. 
 
2. To support recreational use and enjoyment of the environment. 
 
3. To ensure that development is implemented in an ecologically sustainable 

manner. 
 
4. To protect cultural values and heritage. 
 
5. To foster community awareness, industry partnerships and stewardship of 

the Darwin Harbour Region. 
 
The Framework contains a list of guidelines which relate to each goal. When taking 
actions to comply with the guidelines proponents are advised to consider the 
approaches, tools and planning embodied with ecosystem-based management. 
 
The guidelines cover such matters as water quality, stormwater collection, 
ecosystem function and biodiversity, development in coastal zones, climate change, 
planning, environmental impact, residential, commercial and industrial development. 
 
There is currently legislation, policy and a number of plans, strategies and 
frameworks prepared and implemented by Government that complement the Darwin 
Harbour Regional Management Strategic Framework 2009 – 2013. 
 
All Northern Territory legislation applies to the region as well as Darwin City 
Council’s Environmental Management Plan and the Environmental Atlas. 
 
In partnership the Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee and the Northern Territory 
Government will undertake reporting against the Strategic Framework. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this report are in accordance with the following 
goals/strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
Key Strategies 
1.1.5 Influence Government and developers to develop sustainable projects which 

reflect Darwin’s lifestyle  
Goal 
4 Create and Maintain an Environmentally Sustainable City 
 
Outcome 
4.4 Enhance, preserve and protect the Darwin environment 
 
Key Strategies 
4.4.1 Preserve the Darwin Harbour 
 
Key Strategies 
4.4.2 Enhance water quality, ecological systems and biodiversity in Darwin 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
This issue is not considered confidential. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The Framework is not a detailed document for management of the catchment but 
one of various trials available which should be considered. It provides a strategic and 
integrated overview to ensure the regions values and the function of its ecosystems 
are maintained. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Not assessed. 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Not assessed. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09TS0056 entitled, Draft Darwin Harbour Regional 

Management Strategic Framework 2009 – 2013, be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT Council write to the Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee to express 

support for the founding principles, goals and guidelines that underpin the Draft 
Darwin Harbour Regional Management, Strategic Framework 2009 – 2013. 

 
 
 
PAM ROBINSON LUCCIO CERCARELLI 
MANAGER CLIMATE CHANGE & GENERAL MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE 
ENVIRONMENT  
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Peter Lindwall on 8930 0528 or Pam 
Robinson on 8930 0530. 




















































































