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1 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 
 
 
 
2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
2.1 Apologies 
 
 
 
 
2.2 Leave of Absence Granted 
 
 
 
 
3 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF ELECTED MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 
 
4 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the public to 
consider the following Items:   
 

Item  Regulation Reason 
 
C14.1 8(c)(iv) Information that would, if publicly disclosed, be 

likely to prejudice the interests of the council or 
some other person. 

 
C15.1 8(c)(iv) Information that would, if publicly disclosed, be 

likely to prejudice the interests of the council or 
some other person. 

 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (09/02/09)  
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5 WITHDRAWAL OF ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve under delegated authority that all Information Items and 
Officers Reports to the Community Services Committee Meeting held on Monday, 9 
February, 2009, be received and all recommendations contained therein be adopted by 
general consent with the exception of Item Number ...... 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (09/02/09)  
 
 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE PREVIOUS 

COMMUNITY SERVICES MEETING 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve that the minutes of the previous Community Services 
Committee Meeting held on Monday, 10 November, 2008, tabled by the Chairman, be 
received and confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings of that meeting. 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (09/02/09)  
 
 
 
7 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE 

PREVIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICES MEETING 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.1 Northern Territory Government’s representative to the Darwin Performing  
 Arts Centre Board of Directors 
 Document No. 1501235  (22/12/08)  Common No. 1483019 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT the letter from the Minister for Arts & Museums, Marion Scrymgour MLA, 

nominating Dr Diana Leeder as the Northern Territory Government’s 
representative to the Darwin Performing Arts Centre Board of Directors, Document 
Number 1501235, be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT Dr Diana Leeder’s appointment to the Board of the Darwin Performing  Arts 

Centre, trading as Darwin Entertainment Centre from 1 July 2008 until 30 June 
2010 as the representative of the Minister for Arts and Museums, be endorsed by 
Council.  
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.2 Neighbourhood Watch NT Community Patrols Trial Progress Report for  
 November and December 2008 
 Document No. 1501671  (22/12/08)  Common No. 1347460 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Neighbourhood Watch NT Community Patrols Trial Progress Report for 
November and December 2008, Document Number 1501671, be received and noted 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.3 Surf Life Saving NT Lifeguard Beach report for October 2008 
 Document No. 1489136  (25/11/08)  Common No. 1009444 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Surf Life Saving NT Lifeguard Beach Report for October 2008, Document 
Number 1489136, be received and noted 
 
  
 
 

14

14



15

15



16

16



OPEN SECTION     PAGE CSC2\9 
 
Community Services Committee Meeting - Monday, 9 February 2009 
 
 

  

OPEN SECTION     PAGE CSC2\9 

8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.4 Darwin Entertainment Centre Financial Statements for the Year Ended  
 30 June 2008 
 Document No. 1486059  (19/11/08)  Common No. 1486059 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Darwin Entertainment Centre Financial Statements for the Year Ended 30 
June 2008, Document Number 1486059, be received and noted 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.5 Young Women’s Sexual Health Project from Mission Australia Evaluation  
 Report - December 2008 
 Document No. 1501726  (23/12/08)  Common No. 1320664 
 
The Attachment to this item was moved from the open section into the confidential section of the 
Agenda as requested by the General Manager, Community & Cultural Services. 
 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Program Evaluation Report regarding the Young Women’s Sexual Health Project 
from Mission Australia for December 2008, Document Number 1501726, be received and 
noted. 
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8.6 NT News Item Thanking Fun Bus staff and the Program, 
 Document No. 1503820  (02/01/09)  Common No. 1503820 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the item in the NT News Thanking Fun Bus Staff and the Program, Document 
Number 1503820, be received and noted. 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.7 RSPCA Certificate of Appreciation – Hotel for Dogs Charity Screening  
 Document No. 1515443  (12/01/09)  Common No. 1515443 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the RSPCA Certificate of Appreciation thanking Council for its support of the 
Hotel for Dogs Charity Screening, Document Number 1515443,  be received and noted. 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.8 Darwin Entertainment Centre 2008/2009 First Quarter Funding Reports  
 July to September 2008 & Second Quarter Funding Reports October to  
 December 2008 
 Document No. 1517486  (12/01/09)  Common No. 1517486 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT the Darwin Entertainment Centre 2008/2009 First Quarter Funding Reports 

July to September 2008, Document Number 1517486,  be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT the Darwin Entertainment Centre 2008/2009 Second Quarter Funding 

Reports October to December 2008, Document Number 1517486,  be received 
and noted. 
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8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
8.9 Darwin Entertainment Centre Operational Budget for 2008/2009 
 Document No. 1515760  (29/01/09)  Common No. 1515760 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Darwin Entertainment Centre Operational Budget for 2008/2009, Document 
Number 1515760, be received and noted. 
 
  
 
 

84

84



85

85



 

ENCL: NO   
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

   DATE: 03/02/09 
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 
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FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY &  
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REPORT  
NO: 

09P0001 KC:md   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1518200 

 
SUBJECT: LIBRARIES INFORMATION UPDATE FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER 

AND DECEMBER 2008 
 
ITEM NO: 9.1
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report is the result of a request for a monthly report detailing events and comments 
relating to Darwin City Council Libraries (DCCL) to be presented to each Community 
Services Committee meeting. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
The City, Nightcliff and Karama libraries have been especially busy due to the closure of 
Casuarina library. Karama library had over 10,000 borrowings in October which was an 
increase of 52% - the largest increase over the 3 libraries. Our computers continue to be 
heavily booked; 100% on Sundays, about 85% during the week. 
 
Sunday trading continues to be successful at Karama and patrons and staff have 
commented on how civilised Karama is on a Sunday. Surprisingly it has not attracted the 
younger patrons but many older patrons are using the library and enjoy taking the time to 
browse the collection, utilise the computers & read the newspapers. Many have commented 
that it would be wonderful to see Karama remain open. On average there has been 
between 250-300 patrons visiting.  
 
The collection development team moved to Winnellie during Casuarina’s closure. Staff were 
able to continue the ordering and processing of new items with Casuarina Library alone 
receiving a total of 1240 new titles, not including periodicals. This was a combination of 
James Bennett and local purchasing, and included books, audio-visual, spoken word and 
LOTE. Weeding of books from the Casuarina collection commenced to replace items with 
inside back cover barcodes not compatible with the new self checkout system. The process 
also included a heavy weed of out dated and well used books in the collection. 
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Best Loved Adult Book Awards flyers were distributed to library customers in December 
announcing the  titles of the 50 most borrowed books in 2008. 
 
November is usually a quiet month leading up to our busy time during December and 
January, but this year we had visits from four authors. Firstly was well known Australian 
author Di Morrissey. Di was a special guest at the City library in November. The first talk 
was held on Friday evening in the library which was fully booked out and one on the 
Saturday morning held in the function area in the Civic Centre. Angus & Robertson were 
there at both events and were very happy with the book sales. 
 
The following week children’s author Mem Fox came to do a special story time at the City 
library and once again the library was bursting at the seams with many mums, dads and 
grandparents attending the session with their children. The NT News featured a photo of 
the children with Mem in the following day’s paper. Mem’s visit was sponsored by the Little 
Big Book Club. 
 
In the last week of the month Sally Rippin and David Miller, both illustrators of children’s 
books were guests of the library for 3 days. The Children and Youth Services Librarian 
organised classes of students from primary schools to visit the City, Karama and Nightcliff 
libraries to attend workshops. David & Sally also visited schools, the library youth book 
club, after school care centres, the special English Unit at Anula Primary, Henbury School 
and Taminmin Community Library. Sally & David held one session for the public at the City 
Library which attracted 20 people. 
 
Nightcliff and Karama libraries both hosted work placement students from CDU in October 
and December.  
 
In December we reopened the Casuarina Library after a twelve week closure for the 
refurbishment. When we reopened on 15 December the internal modifications, painting, 
new shelving, carpet, and new PC’s were completed, with only some electrical work and the 
external toilet awaiting completion, due to be completed in February 2009. We are still 
waiting on the delivery of the final furniture order. This has been delayed because the fabric 
was no longer available and also due to factory shut downs over the holiday period. We are 
expecting the final deliveries in March. Library staff have received positive comments from 
all the customers who have visited the library since the reopening. On our first day, Monday 
15 December 2008 we issued  over 1600 items. The official reopening of the refurbished 
library is planned for Monday 9 February.  
 
Karama Library made a number of physical changes throughout the library to improve 
aesthetics & access. They removed paperbacks from spinners & interfiled into adult fiction; 
changed the location of DVDs, CDs & spoken word. Karama also began reorganising the 
shelving in adult fiction by lifting the bottom shelf to a more appropriate height. This makes 
it more accessible for elderly patrons & those confined to wheelchairs. It is also less 
stressful for staff when shelving items in these areas. 
 
Library staff hosted a morning tea for the Housebound Library members in December. Nine 
patrons attended with their carers which gave them an opportunity to visit the refurbished 
Casuarina Library. Alderman Mitchell also attended and assisted with the morning.  
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In the past three months we have had two long term staff members resign. While Casuarina 
was closed, we were able to advertise all vacant positions and the libraries now have a full 
complement of staff.  
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES: 
Libraries were busy during October, starting the month with a one week school holiday 
program for children. Story times are ongoing throughout the 4 libraries all year round and 
are always well attended.  
 
Babes and Books had their final session for the year in November and the program will 
recommence at Casuarina Library in February.  
 
It was a full house at Karama for KAOS in October and November. This youth event is 
always very well attended with between 20 – 25 teenagers each month. They always have 
a fantastic time utilising the library facilities, especially the X-Box and Playstation. KOAS will 
also resume in February. 
 
The KROC (Kids Reading Oz Choice) party was held at Karama in October. Local author 
Barry Jonsberg was the MC for the event and a large crowd of children with teachers & 
parents eagerly awaited the voting results. Children who voted for their favourite book 
attended and lucky door prizes were given out with winners also receiving signed copies of 
books by authors voted in the top ten categories by children in the NT. It was a very 
successful afternoon and the children were fed ice-cream cake which was kindly donated 
by our local Cold-Rock Ice-Creamery, complete with our KROC Awards logo. 
 
Library staff attended Children’s Week at the Jingili Water Gardens, presenting a story time 
session celebrating Children's Week "Create a Child Friendly NT". They presented 
approximately 30 minutes of favourite story time, along with puppets. It was a great 
opportunity to network with other organisations & also a great way to promote our libraries. 
 
A fairy party was held at the City Library to celebrate the release of the Rainbow Magic 
Music series. All the children took the opportunity to dress up in their very creative fairy 
costumes which came in so many genres such as tennis fairies, pirates, gothic, princess 
fairies and of course a few elves. We had some fabulous prizes to give away, kindly 
donated by Angus and Robertson and our very supportive local Hachette Publishing 
Company. We finished with a fairy morning tea with families thanking us as they left for a 
fabulous fairy filled morning at the library. 
 
Caught Read Handed (CRH) youth book group continued to meet at the Nightcliff Library 
while Casuarina was closed. The kids are always keen to meet each other and share their 
opinions. During the sessions not only were books discussed but also the focus was on 
preparations for the youth quiz night Read ‘em ‘n’ Rock in January. CRH members decided 
on details for the event such as quiz themes and questions, what they would wear for 
character costumes, decorations and food. The age range for the group is 9 – 15 years at 
the moment. 
 
 

88

88



PAGE:        4  
REPORT NO               09P0001 KC:md 
SUBJECT:                   LIBRARIES INFORMATION UPDATE FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DEC 2008 
 
Santa made visits to the libraries in December. In previous years Santa’s reindeer normally 
only made an appearance at Casuarina, but as Casuarina was closed our Santa was very 
keen this year taking his reindeer with him to the City, Nightcliff and Karama Libraries. 
Many thanks to the CBD Team, North team, Central team and Community Services staff 
who assisted the libraries with the Santa visits. 
 
The libraries were busy throughout December with most activities focused on the school 
holiday program. To date all activities were well attended and of special note was the bed 
time stories held at the Casuarina Library on 22 December with a packed house attending. 
A full report on the school holiday program from December and January will be presented in 
the March report.  
 
DISPLAYS: 
Halloween    Global Hand Washing Day 
Mystery Authors   KROC Awards 
Story time themes   Summer Reading Club  
Holiday activity displays  Di Morrissey 
Insects    Mem Fox 
David Miller &  Sally Rippin Holiday Program 
Breakfast with Books  New Year’s Eve 
Melbourne Cup   Romance Authors 
Dogs & Cats    Mystical/Dragons 
Christmas Craft & Cooking  Youth Music 
Mental Health Week  International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
Children’s Week   Animals 
Caught Read Handed  New children’s books 
Remembrance Day   Literature 
The Sea    Graphic Novels 
 
STAFF TRAINING: 
Three staff members attended a workshop presented by Kevin Hannah which looked at 
merchandising and space management specifically for libraries The workshop also 
provided many examples and ideas for signage and how to maximise library loans by the 
layout of the library stock. All staff gained useful knowledge that will be put to good use for 
the future, especially with the newly refurbished Casuarina Library. Senior library staff 
attended an all day planning workshop to review the libraries operation plan for the coming 
year. Northern Territory Library hosted a Professional Development Day for library staff 
throughout the Territory. Six staff from DCCL attended the session over the two days. MLS 
delivered a session on the refurbishment of the Casuarina Library. Here is a summary from 
the Graduate Librarian’s report on her attendance at the NTL Professional Development 
Forum on December 1st & 2nd 2008. 
 

I found the Professional Development Forum at NTL very valuable. One presentation 
that was particularly useful was Andrew Finegan’s on Web 2.0, Technology and 
Libraries.  It was a significant distinction that Andrew made between the original use 
of the web and the use today of the many interactive features of the web. In his talk 
Andrew spoke about how far we’ve come in our technological advances, the value of 
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the Human Networks that are created and our ability to interact with the information 
we are given, not just to simply read it. 
 

Library staff also attended the following:- 
 
Tropical Cyclone Briefing Session 
First Aid 
Virtua Circulation and Cataloguing 
Virtua Searching Client and iPortal 
Records Management Session 
Children &Youth Services overview session with new staff members 
Generation Y workshop, part of business month 
Charles Darwin University workshop at the Convention Centre 
Face painting  
Dataworks  
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/VIRTUA: 
New public and staff PC’s were installed at Casuarina Library. Virtua support staff assisted 
the libraries with the installation and set up of the new self check out system. Casuarina 
Library is the first library to install these in libraries in the Northern Territory and Virtua 
support staff were keen to ensure that the connection to the Virtua library system was as 
smooth as possible. Other than a minor hiccup with the date display on the printout, the self 
checks are working well and library customers are using them. DCCL staff visited the 
Northern Territory Library to view the PC management system they have installed allowing 
customers to book the public PC’s, with a view to installing a similar system at Darwin City 
Council Libraries.  
 
STRATEGIC  PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following Goals/Strategies 
of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving Darwin Strategic 
Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
2. Enhance Darwin’s active, positive and flexible lifestyle 
 
 2.2 Increase recreational, cultural and heritage experiences 
 
  2.2.1 Enhance library facilities 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. That the Committee resolve under delegated authority that Report Number 09P0001 

KC:md entitled Libraries Information Update for October, November & December 
2008, be received and noted. 

 
 
 
 
KAREN CONWAY JOHN BANKS 
MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES GENERAL MANAGER  
 COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES  
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Karen Conway on extension 89300210. 
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9 OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
9.2 Regulatory Services Monthly Update 
 
 
 
This Report has been distributed separately with the Business Papers as Addendum 
No.1 
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1517201 

 
SUBJECT: COMMUNITY SERVICES TEAM REPORT – JANUARY 2009 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.3
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with an update of activities undertaken within the 
Community Services program during December and January 2008/9.  It is presented 
for Council’s information. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
This report provides an update of activities within the Community Services portfolio 
and selected projects.  Each Officer within the Community Services Team has 
prepared their own sections to appraise Council of operational activities.  
 
REPORT: 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGEMENT 
 
Human Resources 
Annie Farrell has commenced as Executive Officer, Community & Cultural Services.  
The previous officer, Peter Lindwall has taken up a position in the Town Planning 
section. The Children & Community Projects Officer has resigned to take up a 
children’s services field work position and recruitment for this role will commence 
shortly.  All staff have accessed annual leave during December and January. 
 
Graffiti Management 
Staff have attended meetings with senior officers in the Chief Minister’s Department 
to consider how Council and Government may work together in responding to graffiti 
vandalism.  Outcomes are being developed and will be the subject of a separate 
report to Council in the coming months. 
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Since 1st July 2008, Council has received 1,338 reports of graffiti. Of those reports, 
1,077 related to graffiti occurring on Council assets.  The most frequently targeted 
suburbs are Wagaman area, Nightcliff Foreshore, Malak Oval, Jingili area and the 
Anula area.  Since 1st July 2008, Council has removed 1053 pieces of graffiti 
vandalism from its assets. 
 
Staff Development 
The Community Services team participated in an operational planning day in late 
November 2008.  Each officer provided a presentation on their areas of expertise 
and highlighted challenges for the special population group, sector and work unit.  
Strengths and opportunities for the team and values underpinning our work was also 
explored.  Staff also attended a second business planning day during February 
which involved marrying Council’s strategic planning goals with individual operational 
work units.  This process will assist the team in ensuring Council’s priorities are 
focussed upon. 
 
Youth Precinct development 
This project is undertaking a substantive scoping study and consultants, Strategic 
Leisure who are tasked with this visited Darwin during November 2008.  The study is 
now nearing time for wide community consultation with an emphasis on the youth 
community.  It has been helpful to defer youth consultations during the Christmas 
holiday break with so many families taking breaks away from home.  Work will 
recommence in early February with Strategic Leisure. 
 
Secure Taxi Rank   
Council continues to facilitate stakeholder engagement in the secure taxi rank 
project.  The trial period for the rank concludes in February and will be extended for 
a further three months with both Council and the Australian Hotels Association 
committing to further resources to maintain the concierge and security service. 
 
This extension will enable the Department of Planning and Infrastructure to survey 
the response to the rank by a broad range of stakeholders and develop an 
evaluation by which to review the trial period. This evaluation will assess key issues 
such as the optimal location of the rank and any safety strategies which are required 
to be developed. 
 
Public announcements regarding the extension of the trial will be postponed until the 
survey has been developed and is ready for dissemination. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES  (CSO)  
The Community Services Officer has carriage of disability services, community 
events, community grants, seniors and community development activities. 
 
Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) 
DAC met on 11 December 2008 and the meeting was attended by representatives 
from the Department of Planning and Infrastructure who provided information 
regarding proposed bus stop upgrades.  Proposed bus shelter design and placement 
plans were tabled and feedback from members sought.  
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Meeting dates for 2009 were confirmed at the meeting and a range of issues 
pertaining to the provision of access and equity for people with disability were 
discussed.  A Deputy Chairperson was elected for the term until 30 June 2010 and  
is the subject of a separate report.   
 
Presentation to Peter Mahony in recognition of Voluntary Service to Council 
A presentation was made by the Lord Mayor to Peter Mahony, current DAC member 
and former DAC Chairperson, in recognition of his substantial voluntary service to 
Council and the Darwin community at the Volunteer Christmas Party on 12 
December 2008. 
 
A quadriplegic since 1978, Peter has advocated for people with disabilities at a 
State, National and International level for the past 30 years.  Peter’s knowledge of 
access issues within the Darwin municipality, and building codes and standards, 
have been of great benefit to Council. 
 
International Day of People with Disability (IDPWD). 
A function to celebrate International Day of People with Disability was at the Civic 
Centre on 3 December 2008.  The Indigenous Disability DVD entitled 'Inspire, 
Include, Increase' was launched at the function, followed by a presentation by the 
Lord Mayor to Melanie Hall, Paralympian, in recognition of her achievements at the 
Beijing Paralympic Games as a member of Australia’s bronze medal winning 
women’s wheelchair basketball team.  Morning tea was served and the function was 
attended by approximately 55 people.  Positive feedback regarding the morning has 
been received from the attendees and many enquiries have been received regarding 
DVD availability. 
 
Seniors Transport Workshop 
A workshop was held on 12 November 2008 to present findings from the Darwin 
Seniors Needs Analysis study, which was conducted in 2006, and to provide an 
overview of previous Council workshops on Seniors transport needs in the Darwin 
community.  Representatives from 4 community service agencies attended the 
workshop and presented information regarding the transport needs of their clients to 
elected members.  Discussion centred on the high level of need for reliable, safe 
transport by senior members of the community.  Outcomes of the Seniors Transport 
Workshop will be the subject of a future report to Council. 
 
Community Grants Program 
Council's Community Grants Program assists projects or events directly benefiting 
and promoting the City of Darwin and which have broad community appeal.  
 
Submissions for the funding of projects occurring in the first half of 2009 (1 January 
2009 – 30 June 2009) through the second round of the 2008/2009 Community 
Grants Program were presented to Council’s November round of meetings. 
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A total of 36 applications were received seeking grants for projects to the total of 
$179,615.35.   Projects were prioritised on the basis of outcomes in context of 
maximum benefit to the Darwin community and 20 applications were successful for 
either part of full funding to the total value of $ $44,789.00.  Cheques were presented 
to successful applicants by Lord Mayor at function on 18 December 2008. 
 
Publications 
Two of Council’s publications, Darwin for the Over 60s and Disability Services 
Directory are currently being updated.  Due to the complimentary service listings, 
one publication entitled ‘Seniors and Disability Services Directory’ will be produced 
which will also reduce production time and cost. The Directory is intended as a 
resource for seniors, people with a disability and their carers.  It is expected that the 
new publication will be reprinted by February 2009. 
 
Inter-agency Networks 
 
•         Disabled Parking Harmonisation Scheme 

CSO and Regulatory Services Manager attended a meeting convened by 
LGANT regarding the Disabled Parking Harmonisation Scheme on 12 November 
2008.  The meeting was also attended by representatives from the City of 
Palmerston and information was provided by Jo Cruickshank from the Transport 
Policy and Planning Division of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure.  
The Scheme aims to harmonise all state and local government disabled parking 
schemes and facilitate a national Disability Parking Scheme.  Feedback was 
provided by all attendees. 

 
•         Building Certifiers Meeting 

CSO and Acting Design and Development Manager attended a meeting 
convened by Department of Planning and Infrastructure and attended by Building 
Certifiers from a cross section of private companies.  The meeting provided local 
Building Certifiers an opportunity to gain an overview on Council’s policies 
relating to footpaths and access issues. 

 
•       Darwin Aged and Disability Network (DADN). 

CSO represented Council at the December meeting of DADN which is a network 
of service providers from the non-government and government sectors that aims 
to promote the rights of seniors, people with a disability and their carers.  The 
network also actively promote services, identifies and addresses service gaps 
and has input and guidance into service development for its clients.  
 

ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) 
The first ACDAC meeting for the year will be held on 19 February 2009. Following 
Council’s endorsement of the Five Year Arts Plan and Public Art Policy and 
Strategies, ACDAC has created a strategic document prioritising ten activities for 
2009. These are being costed and will be reviewed at the ACDAC meeting in 
February before being presented to Council for consideration. 
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Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork 
At the time of writing this report all but two of the bells for the “HMS Beagle Ship Bell 
Chime” artwork had been cast, with the two largest bells due to be cast by the end of 
January. The bronze parrots which sit above the bells have been cast and the artist 
is in the process of sculpting the bust of Charles Darwin in which a computer system 
is housed. Over the next few weeks the bells will be tuned to exact pitches, fitted to 
steel posts and wired to the electronic bell system provided by Dutch suppliers Petit 
& Frisen. 
 
The construction and installation phase of this project is being project managed by 
the Infrastructure Department. It is anticipated that the artwork will be installed in 
April 2009 at the start of the dry season. Four aluminium light posts will be installed 
at this time to light the artwork at night time ensuring visibility.  
 
It is anticipated that the artwork will be launched in early July on either Wednesday 1 
July 2009 (Territory Day) or Saturday 4 July 2009, to coincide with the presentation 
of the multi-disciplinary performance event “Origins” in Civic Park which is being 
coordinated by Corrugated Iron Youth Arts, Darwin Symphony Orchestra, Darwin 
Chorale, Darwin Theatre Company and 24 Hour Art. 
 
It has been proposed that the artwork may be relocated during the next decade as 
part of the NT Government’s State Square redevelopment. The cost to relocate the 
bells has been estimated at $60,000 - $70,000. 
 
Artist Anton Hasell has been invited to present a workshop to artists and composers 
during his next visit to Darwin in April 2009 and is very enthusiastic to do so. 
 
Darwin 200 
20 transparent banners featuring 3 different designs are being printed for display 
along Gilruth Ave in conjunction with the launch of the Supercrocodilians exhibition 
on 12 February 2009. One banner advertises the Supercrocodilians exhibition at 
MAGNT, one bears the Darwin 200 and sponsors’ logos and the third bears the 
Darwin City Council logo. These will be installed prior to 12 February 2009 and will 
remain in place for several weeks. 
 
The Supercrocodilians exhibition at the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT opens on 
the evening of 12 February 2009 and a crocodile shaped Darwin 200 birthday cake 
is being provided by Darwin City Council. The Lord Mayor will speak at the event. 
 
Further opportunities for branding Council events as “Darwin 200” events are being 
considered, such as the use of the Darwin 200 logo and website on Council emails; 
the production of cotton bags and a postcard/fact sheet with information on Charles 
Darwin and the Darwin 200 program of events; and themed activities at children’s, 
youth and family events. 
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The Beagle Project – Bell Gift 
David Lort-Phillips, representative of the Beagle Project, was unable to visit Darwin 
in December 2008 as planned, however he hopes to visit Darwin during 2009 to 
meet with representatives of the Northern Territory Government and Council. An 
invitation will be extended to representatives of the Beagle Project to attend the 
launch of the Charles Darwin Commemorative artwork in July 2009. 
 
John McDouall Stuart Statue 
The John McDouall Stuart Society (based in Adelaide) have included a double page 
article on the restoration of the John McDouall Stuart sculpture in their most recent 
newsletter. 
 
Arts and Cultural Development brochure 
A brochure has been designed outlining Council’s support for the Arts and providing 
contact details for accessing further information. This will be made available online 
and in hard copy through Customer Services and will serve to promote Council’s role 
in the arts. 
 
Chinatown Art Plinth 
Expressions of interest for artists interested in exhibiting a work at the Chinatown Art 
Plinth was advertised in September 2008 in the NT news, Arts NT e-bulletin, Darwin 
Visual Arts Association and 24 Hour Art with a closing date of 31 October 2008, 
however no applications were received. Verbal feedback from artists and arts 
workers indicates that the Chinatown Art Plinth is a unique opportunity in Australia 
and there are few precedents where an organisation will “hire” an artwork for a 
permanent plinth. Large scale sculpture is extremely costly and is usually created for 
permanent installation a particular space, while temporary and ephemeral 
installations usually engage with the site and form part of it. With this in mind, several 
options to utilise the Chinatown Art Plinth may be considered. 
 
One option may be to sponsor an award in the bi-annual Sculpture in the Park event, 
and use the plinth to display the winning sculpture. 
 
A second option would be to purchase an artwork for permanent exhibition at the 
site. Anton Hasell, whose sound sculpture “Chime Conservatory” is due for de-
installation in March 2009 has indicated that the sculpture may be purchased for a 
reduced price of $6500 should Council wish it to remain a permanent installation.   
 
In the meantime, the application process to exhibit a work at the Art Plinth has been 
amended so that artists may apply at any time, and revised guidelines will be 
advertised soon for download via Council’s website. 
 
Inter-agency Networks 
 
Darwin 200 
Council representatives including the Arts and Cultural Development Officer regularly 
attend Darwin 200 Coordinator meetings with the NT Government, Charles Darwin 
University, Museum and Art Gallery of the NT and other stakeholders.  
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Darwin Fringe 
The Arts and Cultural Development Officer attended the meeting held at Chambers 
Crescent Theatre at Malak in January 2009 to discuss the coordination of the Darwin 
Fringe 2009. 
 
YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Projects section facilitates involvement of young people in Council’s 
processes and decision making, creates and hosts youth exclusive events and 
activities in partnership with young people, hosts a Youth Services trainee position, 
advocates for the needs of young people and coordinates youth specific community 
information tools. 
 
GRIND 
GRIND Edition 26 was published in December and has been distributed around 
Darwin and Palmerston, with a dedicated stand erected in Birch, Carroll and Coyle’s 
Casuarina Cinema foyer.   “GRIND_online” workshops presented in partnership with 
Corrugated Iron Youth Arts over the December and January school break have 
begun work on taking GRIND online.  The workshops as well as designing a website 
by young people for young people also “skilled up” the participants in the basics of 
web design, podcasting, vodcasting, blogging and social networking.  The website 
development is envisaged to go online by mid-February and will form the basis of the 
new direction for GRIND. 
 
Youth Advisory Group 
The Youth Advisory Group met in November and identified their top 11 priorities and 
a short film to Council regarding Youth Services for 2009-2014 was presented to 
Council.  The Youth Advisory Group does not meet during December and January 
and has been concentrating on recruitment to replace members retiring in February 
2009. 
 
A GRIND and YAG joint Christmas Party was held in December thanking them for 
their active participation and acknowledging their achievements in 2008.  
 
Youth Services Trainee 
The Youth Services Trainee will commence a Certificate III in Media in February 
2009. 
 
School Holiday Programs 
Youth Projects as well as presenting a series of web design workshops, 
“GRIND_online”, have assisted the Libraries in the delivery of the “Read ‘em n Rock” 
school holiday quiz night. 
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Funding Opportunities 
Youth Projects was successful in gaining funding from the Office of Youth Affairs and 
BeyondBlue to hold the “Big Gig” during National Youth Week 2009 totalling 
$11,800.  Youth Projects  will partner with Corrugated Iron Youth Arts, Music NT and 
other key youth service providers to present a concert/celebration for the young 
people of Darwin and surrounding area.  The event will be organised by a steering 
committee of young people and specialists drawn from partner organisations. 
 
Inter-agency Networks 
 
• DARWWYN 
YSO continues to attend DARWWYN meetings however very few members have 
attended during the new service negotiations phase. 
 
• PARYS 
YSO and the Youth Services Trainee met with the City of Palmerston to explore the 
coordination of National Youth Week 2009 activities . 
 
CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
This project area manages Council’s Community and Childcare Centres, coordinates 
the Fun Bus and Fun in the Parks programs, a range of community information tools 
and special projects and facilitates school visits to Council. 
 
Community Centres 
Council’s Community Centres at Malak (MCC) and Nightcliff (NCC) continue to 
operate at capacity under the effective management of user groups and tenants in 
partnership with Council. Demand for the use of these facilities continues to be high.  
 
Works have been organised to replace floor covering to the remaining offices at NCC 
that have not already been upgraded. Once this is completed all offices will have had 
carpet replacement in the last two years. The meeting room at NCC will be given a 
much needed update with new carpet and blinds.  The works have been ordered for 
this to take place as soon as possible.  
 
Demand for the meeting room at NCC is very high with constant requests to provide 
an air-conditioned venue for meetings and other small gatherings. The availability of 
air conditioned low cost meeting rooms is identified as a current unmet community 
need as the NCC meeting room is booked to full capacity.  
 
An additional space that can be modified by adding an air conditioner  and power 
points to accommodate a small office has been identified at NCC and the CCPO is 
working closely with Building Services to ensure these works are a priority and able 
to take place. The CCPO has prospective tenants eager to fill this place as soon as 
possible. 
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Malak Community Centre small hall has been identified as a possible option to air-
condition this area. Currently Malak is not fully utilised due to being a non air-
conditioned venue and as the weather heats up it is even more of an issue for 
prospective hirers. The CCPO is working closely with the Building Services section 
to identify the cost of air conditioning this area which would then be another fantastic 
venue for community groups to utilise.  
 
Fun Bus  
The Fun Bus continues to be a very popular program with children 0 to 5 and their 
parents and carers.  The Fun Bus is a mobile play group service for isolated families 
in Darwin (Palmerston and the rural area) operating weekday mornings in parks and 
reserves for 40 weeks annually.  An additional 6 week February/March wet season 
program operates from the Malak Community Centre. The Fun Bus receives funding 
support from the Department of Education.  
 
The Fun Bus finished a very busy year with a host of Xmas parties for the last week 
of operation in 2008. Santa attended on all days and gave a book to every child. The 
books were very well received by parents who commented that they were a much 
better option than the sweets that Santa handed out in previous years. 
 
Attendance figures at the Fun Bus were consistently high until the final day. The Fun 
Bus concluded for 2008 on Friday 12 December for a 6 week period and 
recommenced its wet season program at Malak Community Centre on Wednesday 
28 January.  Staff at the Fun Bus have attended professional development sessions 
in face painting, 1st aid update and a junk craft workshop. 
 
The wet season program will operate from Malak Community Centre  from 
Wednesday 28 January 2009 until Friday 27 March. The dry season program will 
then commence from Monday 30 March at the following venues:  
 
Monday - Bagot Community 
Tuesday - Old McMillan’s Park Coconut Grove 
Wednesday - Water Gardens Jingili 
Thursday - Malak Caravan Park Malak  
 Friday - Civic Park Darwin  
 
The Fun Bus program has a strong loyal following and is a very important resource 
for the young families in Council’s municipality.  This became evident over the six 
weeks closure period with numerous phone calls from parents requesting locations 
for the Fun Bus. The CCPO has identified from parent and carer feedback that 
parents are finding a six weeks closure period too long. It also created operational 
issues because the Fun Bus clientele attended Fun In the Parks sessions and could 
not understand why the activities were not suitable for very young children.  
 
Fun in the Parks  
Council’s  Fun In The Parks is school holiday program focused on the primary school 
age group and held at various ovals and parks around Darwin so children can attend 
a venue close to where they live.  The program operates from 10am to 12.30pm 
every Monday Wednesday and Friday of the school holidays.  
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Fun in the Parks took place from Monday 15 December 2008 to Wednesday 24 
December and then recommenced on Monday 5 January 2009 until Friday 23 
January at the following venues: 
 
Casuarina Pool, Bill Bell Park, Civic Park, Jingili Water Gardens, Malak Community 
Centre, Rapid Creek Foreshore, Dinah Beach Oval, Wanguri Oval, Yanyula Park, 
Mindil Beach, and Parap pool. 
 
Strong attendance figures were recorded with staff noting the positive feedback from 
parents about this program and the request to increase this holiday program to 5 
days per week.  The staff reported high attendance rates of young children at Fun In 
The Parks (usual attendees at Fun Bus) which created issues due to activities not 
being suitable for very young children. Despite explaining to parents that the Fun In 
Parks program is in fact targeted to school age children they continued to attend as 
Fun Bus was not operational during  this period. Staff ensured some activities were 
made appropriate to cater for the younger children but as a result of so many young 
children attending staff are concerned that this may put the older target group off. 
Community education activities will be undertaken before next school holidays to try 
to minimize a repeat occurrence.  
 
Malak Community Centre was chosen as a venue for several of the program days to 
cater for the wet weather and also allow different activities to be available eg: board 
games and music. This venue was reported by staff as successful and pleasant for 
all children and families, and staff reported very positive feedback from parents 
about the indoor option. 
 
Face painting continues to be in quite high demand with the casual staff team now 
quite strong and extensive through the CCPO undertaking a recruitment drive and 
free face painting workshops. 
 
Positive feedback is always received at community events with the community 
acknowledging Councils contribution by providing free activities for families.  
 
Child Care Centres 
Council sponsors seven Child Care Centres in the provision and maintenance of the 
buildings. Council also assists Centre’s in obtaining grants from the NT and 
Commonwealth Governments and project manages the works where applicable.  
Council has completed minor works at most Centres and is continuing with grant 
funded building related works including capital works. 
             
During this period, Council attended to several minor maintenance issues at all 7 
Childcare Centres.  
 
Malak Family Centre is still in the process of receiving certification for building works 
in the toddler’s room that has been an ongoing issue for over four years. The works 
to this room were not completed by Council and as such, proved a problem when the 
builder left town and did not get it certified. This has been on ongoing issue with the 
Licensing Unit and all parties are very pleased to see this finally taking place.  
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Plans have been drawn up for a disabled access bathroom facility attached to the 
toddler room with access from both inside and outside play areas.  The cost of this 
project  is being shared by NT Government licensing grant , Council and the Malak 
Family Centre. The plans are currently with Planning and Certification to gain 
approval to commence works. 
 
Stuart Park Childcare Centre and Casuarina Childcare Centre were both successful 
in gaining Licence related upgrade funding (LRUG ) grants from the NT Government 
to update their tired bathroom facilities. Council will project manage these works and 
contribute additional funds to enable completion.  
 
Parap Family Centre and Malak Family centre were successful in their applications  
for LRUG funding to upgrade kitchen facilities and Council will project manage these 
works and contribute additional funds to complete.  Arrangement of the works will 
take place early 2009 with plans to have the works started prior to the end of 
financial year 2009.  Council and the childcare centres are both contributing to the 
cost of these works. 
 
School Civic Visits 
Darwin City Council facilitates School Civic Visits for primary school students to 
assist teachers meet their curriculum requirements in the area of Governance.  
Various Council staff attend as ‘guest speakers’ to meet a specific class 
requirement.  It is a very popular program but attendance is determined by the 
Teachers program.  The CCPO has not completed any visits during this period due 
to the school holiday break.    
 
A mail out has been sent to all primary and middle schools detailing the service that 
we provide and offering teachers the opportunity to bring their classes in to visit 
Council. 
 
RECREATION SERVICES 
 
Aquatics 
The swimming pools are still attracting a good level of patronage. December saw a 
significant increase in patronage at Casuarina mainly due to school use, end of 
season break-up parties and learn-to-swim. 
 
Ongoing maintenance work is required at all pools to ensure facilities are adequately 
presented and useable. The water quality is excellent and the Health Department 
inspected all three pools in December declaring they are well presented and meet 
all required standards. The contractors continue to ensure the swimming pools are 
clean, the toilet and change-room facilities are clean and tidy, the grounds are in 
immaculate condition and the canteen is well presented. 
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Ovals Statistics – current wet season 
Gardens Oval 1 & 2 – booked 7 days a week, training and competition 
Jingili Oval – booked 2 nights a week for training 
Moil – booked 3 nights a week for training 
Nightcliff Oval – booked 4 nights a week for training and various Sundays for 
competition 
Tiwi Oval – booked 3 nights a week for training 

 
Playgrounds & Exercise Stations 
The status of the upgrades of 8 playgrounds under the Urban Enhancement 
Program is: 
 
•  Rapid Creek Foreshore and Carnoustie Park – COMPLETED 
•  Byrne and Groote Parks – COMPLETED 
•  Grevillea Park and Nightcliff Oval – COMPLETED 
•  Dickinson and Grebe Park – COMPLETED 
 
Two additional parks have been nominated for upgrade before the Urban 
Enhancement Program run by the Northern Territory Government ceases in June 
2009. The two parks are: 
 

• Worgan Park – Fannie Bay 
• McDonald Park - Parap 

 
There will also be exercise equipment placed at Nightcliff Foreshore under the 
Urban Enhancement Program. Advertising for tenders will commence on 12 
February and construction is expected to commence in April and finished by June. 
 
There will be a total of 10 playgrounds upgraded in 2008/09 and the first set of 
exercise stations in the Territory will also be completed. 
 
Netball Courts 
There have been some delays with the construction of the new outdoor netball 
courts at Marrara. Netball NT and Darwin Netball Association have extended their 
use of the Parap courts until the end of February, therefore they are only being used 
for training purposes at this stage. There are no plans to utilise the Parap courts 
once the new courts are complete. 
 
Activate NT 
This ten week program is set to launch on 15 March 2009 and will run in a similar 
format to the 2008 DarwinLite program. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen are invited to 
conduct ‘Walks & Talks’ within their ward areas. Other activities include Heart 
Foundation walking, Tai Chi, aqua-aerobics, group exercise classes, cycling, family 
fun days, shopping centre tours and nutrition information nights. Participants will pay 
a $30 registration which will cover most activities in the program over the ten weeks. 
The goal for Darwin in 2009 is to attract 300 participants. 
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Heart Foundation Walking 
There are currently two walking groups in the Darwin municipality - Casuarina and 
Darwin City. The role of Recreation Services is to increase ongoing participation in 
these current groups and introduce new groups to the municipality and the Activate 
NT program will be used as a platform to achieve these outcomes. Identified areas 
for new walking groups include Nightcliff and East Point. These groups also ensure 
the Activate NT program is sustainable throughout the year as participants are 
introduced to ongoing activities. 
 
Cycling Paths 
Work has commenced on preparing a brief for a cycling strategy for the Darwin 
area. Particular attention will be given to linkages within the CBD, secure bike 
parking and encouraging active transport. Officers will work with consultants to 
develop a plan in consultation with the Bicycle Working Group, Cycling NT, Triathlon 
NT, Darwin Cycling Club and any other general users of the cycle paths. 
 
SISTER CITIES 
 
2009 Sister Cities Fundraising Event 
The Anchorage Sister City Community Committee proposed at their October 2008 
meeting that a major fundraising event be held involving all of Council’s Sister Cities 
Community Committees.  The Anchorage Committee wish to hold this event in the 
first half of 2009.   
 
It was proposed that a film night be held at Deckchair Cinema and that a feature film 
be shown or a number of short films based on Darwin’s Sister Cities.   Other revenue 
raising ideas included selling raffle tickets or a silent auction with items donated by 
our Sister Cities and the sale of food and drinks.   
 
The Deckchair Cinema has been booked and confirmed for Thursday 2 July 2009.  
This date falls within the week that celebrations are held for Territory Day (NT), 
Independence Day (USA) and National Sister Cities Day (Australia). 
 
The Sister Cities Officer communicated this idea to each of the Sister Cities 
Community Committees, and they were all in favour of holding a combined Sister 
Cities Fundraising event to celebrate National Sister Cities Day.  
 
Sister Cities Sign at Darwin International Airport 
The Sister Cities Officer met with the Mr Jeff Makeiff, the Terminal, Retail and 
Facilities Manager for the Darwin International Airport to discuss re-establishing a 
Darwin City Council Sister Cities sign at the airport terminal. 
 
From these discussions Mr Makeiff offered some shared space for a Sister Cities 
sign between the luggage collection carousels on the ground floor of the domestic 
terminal.  The space offered would be need to be shared with Rotary.  Currently they 
have a sign on the wall that takes up all the space. 
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Further discussions shall be undertaken with Rotary for the sign to be re-designed to 
enable both Council and Rotary to use this space.  The Sister Cities Officer has been 
advised that there is no charge for the space as it is specifically reserved for 
community organisations only.  
 
Ambon 
School Holiday Program  
Preliminary discussion being held between Ambon Sister City Community 
Committee and Kormilda College to establish the viability of establishing a holiday 
program in Darwin for a number of school students from State Senior High School 
Number 5 (SMU5).  
 
2009 Arafura Games 
Contact has been made with the Mayor of Ambon to seek their interest on Ambon’s 
participation at the 2009 Arafura Games. Council is awaiting a response. 
 
Indonesian Garden 
The Ambon Sister City Community Committee has expressed interest in the possible 
involvement or contribution to the Indonesian Garden Project, established at Charles 
Darwin University in acknowledgement of the strong ties between Darwin and 
Ambon.  A letter shall be prepared to Charles Darwin University to obtain further 
information about the Indonesian Garden Project and to express interest by the 
Ambon SCCC to contribute to this project.  
 
2009 Pesona Indonesia 
The Ambon Sister City Community Committee are forward planning for the 2009 
Pesona Indonesia Festival.  This is normally held during the Darwin Festival.  The 
2009 Darwin Festival is scheduled for 13 and 30 August. 
 
An invitation was extended for a representative from the Indonesian Consulate to 
attend the February Ambon Sister City Community Committee meeting to discuss 
the upcoming 2009 Pesona event.  
 
Anchorage 
Anchorage University & Primary School Project 
A special collection of resource books with a Darwin/Northern Territory theme was 
sent to the University of Alaska Anchorage.  The Anchorage Committee at its 
December 2008 meeting recommended that the donation of children’s books be 
gifted from Council to Rabbit Creek Elementary School in Anchorage.  This school 
was chosen as there is a connection with the school through the Fire Fighter 
Exchange program.  
 
It is hoped that this will initiate an opportunity for a return collection of books and 
materials to be established in Darwin, based on Anchorage.   The expected outcome 
for this would be to maintain links between Charles Darwin University, the University 
of Anchorage and primary schools in both countries. 
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Committee advised that Alderman Jo Sangster and her family will be in Anchorage in 
December and will present the books to the Anchorage of Alaska Anchorage and to 
Rabbit Creek Elementary School, in her capacity as a Darwin City Council Elected 
Member. 
 
Dili 
Timor-Leste Cultural Day 
The Dili Sister City Community Committee discussed the feasibility of organising a 
Timor-Leste Cultural Day as a fundraising event.  This event would provide an 
opportunity for local residents to learn about Timor-Leste traditions, such as dance, 
food, craft and basket weaving.  The Committee would like to program this event to 
coincide with Timor-Leste Independence Day on 20 May. 
 
This event was suggested as a way to complement the Museum and Art Gallery of 
the Northern Territory’s current display on Timor-Leste, providing another opportunity 
for local residents to continue to learn about our closest neighbour Timor-Leste and 
be involved in the Sister Cities program.  
 
Haikou 
Sister School - Lao Ou Village 
For some time now Council has been assisting Wagaman Primary School and Malak 
Primary School in establishing a Sister School link with Lou Ou Primary School in 
Basou Town, Dongfang City, China. 
 
Lou Ou village is where the Gull Force Soldiers Memorial is based and Darwin has 
had a link with this village since WWII.   
 
A letter has been sent from the Lord Mayor to the Principal of Lou Ou School 
introducing the Principals of both Darwin Schools interested in forming a Sister 
School relationship with Lou Ou.   This project will be progressed further as school 
resumes for 2009.  
 
Chinese New Year 
Chinese New Year fell on Monday 26 January 2009, coinciding with Australia Day 
this year.  The year of the Ox.  Each year the NT News celebrates by producing a 
special feature, this year it was published in the Sunday Territorian on Sunday 25 
January 2009. 
 
Council placed an advertisement in this special Chinese New Year publication 
wishing the Chinese community a happy and prosperous Chinese New Year. A copy 
of the advertisement was attached to a letter from the Lord Mayor of Darwin to the 
Mayor of Haikou and the Mayor of Dongfang, wishing them both a Happy and 
Prosperous Chinese New Year. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertinent to this report. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal   Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative 

Relationships 
Outcome Effectively engage with community 
 
Key Strategies   
  Develop ways in which Council can enhance relationships and 
  work collaboratively with Community Groups 
 
Goal   Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome Facilitate community access and inclusion 
 
Key Strategies 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for the community to access services and 

facilities 
5.1.2 Encourage employment opportunities within the Council for 

marginalised members of the community 
5.1.3  Improve access for people with disabilities 
5.1.5  Improve coordination with residents and other service providers 
 
Goal   Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome Promote Darwin’s culture 
 
Key Strategies 
5.2.1 Promote and support activities and programs that celebrate cultural 

diversity 
5.2.2   Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
5.3   Support harmony within the community 
5.3.2.1.1   Develop and support programs to promote community spirit, cohesion    

 and safety 
 
Goal  Promote Brand Darwin  
Outcome Promote our Darwin city  
Key Strategies 
6.2.4  Strengthen international relationships through Sister Cities and other 

 activities 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertinent to this report.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report however there is potential media interest in any Council activity.  Council's 
Chief Officers Group review all reports and potential issues or media interest is 
brought to the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil.  This report is informational. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
This report is presented for information only 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Each Community Service Team Officer has contributed to this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Not pertinent  to this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 09C0009 entitled Community Services Team Report – 
January 2009, be received and noted. 
 
 
KATIE HEARN JOHN BANKS
MANAGER COMMUNITY SERVICES GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Katie Hearn on 89300560. 
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DATE:02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 
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FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KH 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

08C0173 NMc:kl APPROVED: NM 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1503125 

 
SUBJECT: DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES OF 11 DECEMBER 

2008 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.4
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
Minutes of the Disability Advisory Committee meeting held on 11 December 2008 
(Attachment 1) are presented for Council’s information. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
Decision No.18\5097     (27/05/03) 
 
THAT Council endorse the revised Disability Advisory Committee Terms of 
Reference dated 11 April 2003 as attached to Report Number 03C0167 TVB:mrg 
entitled Disability Advisory Committee Minutes 24 April 2003. 
 
REPORT 
 
Minutes of the Disability Advisory Committee meeting held on 11 December 2008 
are presented for Council’s information. 
 
The meeting incorporated an information session presented by representatives from 
the Department of Infrastructure and Planning regarding proposed bus stop 
upgrades.  Meeting dates for 2009 were confirmed and a range of issues pertaining 
to the provision of access and equity for people with disability were discussed at the 
meeting.   
 
A Deputy Chairperson was elected for the term ending June 2010 and this is the 
subject of a separate report to Council.  There were no other new matters for 
Council’s particular consideration. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council’s policy is to reimburse the taxi travel costs of Disability Advisory Committee 
members attending Committee meetings should this pose a barrier to their 
participation, and an annual budget allocation is provided for this purpose. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
 
Outcome 
5.1 Facilitate community access and inclusion 
 
Key Strategies 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for the community to access services and facilities 
 
5.1.3 Improve access for people with disabilities 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The Committee is an Advisory Committee established under the NT Local 
Government Act. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Not pertinent to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implication has been identified in respect to this report 
however there is potential media interest in any Council activity.  Potential issues are 
brought to the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Not pertinent to this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil. 
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CONSULTATION: 
 
Members of the Disability Advisory Committee. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
None for the purposes of this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
None for the purposes of this report 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 08C0173 entitled Disability Advisory Committee  
Minutes of 11 December 2008, be received and noted. 
 
 
 
NANCY MCCANN JOHN BANKS
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Nancy McCann on Ext 89300645 
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MINUTES 
DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY 11 DECEMBER 2008 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

1. PRESENT  
Alderman Allan Mitchell Darwin City Council 
Rosemary Burkitt  Acting Chair - Community Representative 
Peter Mahony   Community Representative 
Penny Campton  Community Representative 
Josephine Clark  Community Representative 
Steve Vitone   Community Representative 
Pero Peric   Road Network, DPI 
Val Molloy   Specialist, CRS 
Fabio Finnochiaro  Building Advisory Services, DPI 
Nancy McCann  Community Services Project Officer, DCC 
Drosso Lelekis   Manager Infrastructure Projects, DCC 

 Jo Cruickshank  Visitor from Policy and Planning Division, DPI  
 Simon Gillam   Visitor from Public Transport Division, DPI 
 
2. APOLOGIES 

Lynne Strathie   Community Representative 
Robert Reid   Community Representative 
Debb Lovett   Community Representative 
Bonnie Solly   Community Representative 
 
 

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
None declared. 

 
 
4. INFORMATION SESSION REGARDING PROPOSED BUS STOP UPGRADES 

 
Jo Cruickshank from Transport Policy and Planning Division and Simon Gillam 
from Public Transport Division of Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
provided information regarding proposed bus stop upgrades.  Proposed bus 
shelter design and placement plans were tabled (refer attachment) and feedback 
from members was sought.  
 
Jo and Simon advised that – 
 
• Every bus stop will be upgraded over the next 5 years. 
• High priority routes 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 will be upgraded first. 
• Upgrade of bus stop opposite Kokoda Industries on Albatross Street is high 

priority. 
• New bus stops will be installed near Hastings on Mindil apartment complex, 

and also on Bagot Road and at Yarrawonga. 
• Not every bus stop upgrade will include a shelter. 
• A program of bus shelter installation will be supplied. 
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• Some shelters will have solar lighting and others will have lighting connected 
to mains power. 

• A Journey Planner will be implemented and every bus stop will have 
timetables displayed and every bus will be numbered. 

 
Feedback from DAC members to Jo and Simon included: 
• Functional standards should be employed, not just minimum standards. 
• Route no. 1 should be top priority and a bus stop either side of Tiwi Village 

should be provided.  
• The bus stop opposite Homemaker Village on Trower Road should be 

another priority. 
• Members agreed that Bus Shelter design Type 2 was a superior design to 

Type 1 as it includes a rear entry. 
• Signage at bus stops is currently inadequate. 
• When installation of bus shelter opposite Kokoda Industries on Albatross 

Street is completed Peter would like to attend inspection of completed work. 
• Ald Mitchell suggested sponsored seats at bus stops as one means of 

ensuring that seating can be supplied at every stop. 
 
Further enquiries or comments regarding proposed bus stop upgrades can be 
forwarded to Jo Cruickshank at Department of Planning and Infrastructure on 
8924 7163 or jo.cruickshank@nt.gov.au 
 
 

5.  APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 
 

Nominations were invited for a Deputy Chairperson and two nominations were 
received.  A secret ballot was held to decide between the two candidates and 
Rosemary Burkitt was selected as DAC Deputy Chairperson for a term ending 
30 June 2010. 

 
 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 21 AUGUST 2008 
 

Minutes from the meeting held 21 August 2008 accepted as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
Moved: Fabio Finnochiaro.  Seconded: Ald Mitchell.  Carried. 

 
 
7. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 16 OCTOBER 2008 
 

Minutes from the meeting held 16 October 2008 accepted as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
Moved: Josephine Clark.  Seconded: Penny Campton.  Carried. 
 
 

115

115



Page 3 
Minutes Disability Advisory Committee Meeting 11/12/08 
 
8. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES OF 16 OCTOBER 2008 
 

8.1 The Minutes from the Special Meeting of DAC that was held on 4 October 
2008 to discuss access and safety issues at Parap Market were noted.   

 
Moved: Ald Mitchell.  Seconded: Josephine Clark.  Carried. 

 
Following discussion it was decided that a meeting between Council 
Officers and the Manager of Parap Village Market should be convened to 
discuss Council’s licensing conditions for Parap Village Market. 
 
ACTION: Nancy to convene meeting. 

 
8.2 Update on request for provision of disabled parking outside medical rooms 

on Gregory Street Service Road, Parap. 
 

ACTION: Nancy to provide update at next DAC meeting. 
 

8.3 Draft survey form seeking feedback regarding disability access and facilities 
from participating athletes of the 2009 Arafura Games was tabled and 
suggestions for improvement were provided. 

 
ACTION: Nancy to present revised survey form at next DAC meeting. 
 

 
9. ACCESS ACTION LIST  
 

9.1 Repair of Footpath between Hart Court and Trower Road, Nightcliff 
Repair work has been carried out but is not adequate.  Site visit has been 
carried out by Council officers and re-seal has been suggested. Peter 
pointed out that location of crossing inappropriate.  Pero mentioned that 
Dept of Planning and Infrastructure forwarded letter to Council regarding 
merging lanes of roundabout earlier this year. 
 
ACTION:  Drosso to follow up possibility of reseal of footpath. 
 Nancy to follow up incoming letter from Department of Planning 

and Infrastructure. 
 

9.2 Repair of Driveway at 4 Norcock Place, Rapid Creek 
Council officers have reported that this driveway does not require upgrade 
under the guidelines of Council’s current Driveways Policy.  However, the 
Committee feels that there is a special need for a concrete driveway to be 
installed in this instance as the resident who lives at this address has 
mobility problems. 
 
ACTION:  Nancy to follow up installation of concrete driveway using 
Disability Access budget. 
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9.3 Lack of Pedestrian Crossing across Leanyer Drive near Hibiscus 
Shopping Centre 
Pero Peric advised that the Department of Planning and Infrastructure has 
recognised that there are access issues at the intersection near Hibiscus 
Shopping Centre therefore traffic counts will be undertaken and a 
consultant will be engaged to carry out an in depth study. 
 

9.4 Damaged Footpath near the corner of Stuart Highway and Hassan 
Place, Stuart Park. 
Repair work has commenced and will be completed in the near future. 
 

9.5 Proposed Fishing Pontoon or Platform at Rapid Creek 
The proposed site for fishing platform is on Crown Land.  Peter has asked 
Jane Aagaard, MLA for Nightcliff for feedback regarding the platform and is 
currently awaiting a reply. 
 

9.6 Request for Bus Shelter at Albatross Street opposite Kokoda 
Industries 
The Committee was informed by representatives from the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure who attended the meeting that a shelter would 
be installed at Albatross Street before the end of 2008. 

 
 
10. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

10.1 Proposed DAC meeting dates for 2009 were confirmed following a change 
of date for the August meeting.  The DAC meeting dates for 2009 are: 

 
• Thursday 26 February 2009 at 2.00pm, Meeting Room 1 
• Thursday 23 April 2009 at 2.00pm, Council Chambers 
• Thursday 18 June 2009 at 2.00pm, Council Chambers 
• Thursday 13 August 2009 at 2.00pm, Council Chambers 
• Thursday 22 October 2009 at 2.00pm, Council Chambers 
 

10.2 Meeting times and dates for DAC Planning/Parking Sub Committee were 
discussed and members agreed that Mondays at midday would be most 
convenient.  The meeting times for DAC Planning/Parking Sub Committee 
for 2009 are: 

 
• Monday 16 March 2009 at 12 midday 
• Monday 18 May 2009 at 12 midday 
• Monday 20 July 2009 at 12 midday 
• Monday 21 September 2009 at 12 midday 
• Monday 16 November 2009 at 12 midday 

 
10.3 Dates for Disability Awareness Week 2009 were confirmed.  Disability 

Awareness Week will be held from Thursday 3 September to Thursday 
10 September 2009. 

 

117

117



Page 5 
Minutes Disability Advisory Committee Meeting 11/12/08 
 

10.4 Peter requested that nominations for members of a Marketing Sub 
Committee be invited at the next DAC meeting. 

 
ACTION: Nancy to include nominations for Marketing Sub Committee on 
the Agenda for the next DAC meeting in February 2009. 

  
10.5 Rosemary enquired as to when the footpath at Hazell Court, Coconut Grove 

will be upgraded.  Drosso advised that work will commence in January 
2009. 

 
10.6 Peter advised that branches and shrubs were overhanging footpaths in 

areas of Rapid Creek and Nightcliff (for example, on Trower Road between 
Rapid Creek Business Centre and Sabine Road, and also on Chapman 
Road, Nightcliff Road and Rapid Creek Road) and were causing both 
access and safety problems.   

 
ACTION: Nancy to notify Council’s Manager Infrastructure Maintenance 
that tree and verge trimming in areas of Rapid Creek and Nightcliff is not 
adequate. 

 
10.7 Josephine advised that the footpath between numbers 7 and 9 Wilson 

Crescent Moil was damaged by a falling tree during Cyclone Helen early in 
2008 and still has not been repaired. 

 
ACTION: Josephine to supply more details to Nancy who will forward to 
Drosso for progressing repair of footpath. 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 Date:    26 February 2009 
 Time:    2.00pm - 3.30pm 
 Venue: Meeting Room 1 
 
 
Meeting Closed at 3.55pm. 
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REPORT  
NO: 

09C0008 AR:kl APPROVED: AR 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1338781 

 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON DARWIN 200 PROGRAM OF EVENTS 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.5
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides an update on the program of events being coordinated by 
Council in partnership with the Northern Territory Government, Charles Darwin 
University and other organisations to celebrate “Darwin 200” in Darwin. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Previous Decisions 
 
Decision No. 20\1014 (25/11/08) 
 
C. THAT Council register its support in-principle for the proposed Corrugated 

Iron Youth Arts partnership event planned for 2009 to commemorate Darwin 
200. 

 
Decision No. 20\0507 (29/07/08) 
 
B. THAT the Lord Mayor write to the institution constructing the Beagle ship with 

an invitation to visit Darwin and to offer a bell as a gift to the Beagle Project 
for installation on the replica Beagle ship 

 
C. THAT Council endorse the commission of an additional bell by artist Anton 

Hasell as a gift to the Beagle Project for installation on the replica Beagle 
ship. 

 
D. THAT an amount of $10,000 be identified in the budget review to be allocated 

towards the commission of an additional bell by artist Anton Hasell to gift to 
the Beagle Project for installation on the replica Beagle. 
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Decision No. 19\4800 (31/07/07)  
 
B. THAT the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork Project Brief attached to 

Report Number 07C0087 AB:kl be endorsed.  
 
Decision No. 19\4537 (29/05/07) 
 
F. THAT Council invite Artists to submit concept proposals for the Charles 

Darwin Commemorative Artwork, and that the $15,000 sought through the 4th 
quarter budget variation process for the first phase of the project be allocated 
for the payment of selected artists to engage in concept development work. 

 
Decision No. 19/3502 (26/09/06) 
 
C. THAT the draft document entitled Charles Darwin Commemorative Public Art 

Project Scoping Brief, as attached to Report Number 06C0091 IS:kl, be 
endorsed. 

 
D. THAT Council allocate approximately $15,000 for the 1st phase of the Charles 

Darwin Commemorative Public Art Project, and refer this allocation to the 3rd 
quarter budget variation of the 2006/2007 budget. 

 
Decision No. 19\3083 (27/06/06) 
 
C. THAT a report be prepared detailing a project brief and cost estimates for a 

commemorative artwork for Charles Darwin’s 200th Birthday celebrations in 
2009. 

 
REPORT  
 
2009 marks 200 years since the birth of Charles Darwin (1809-1882) and Darwin 
City Council in partnership with the Northern Territory Government, Charles Darwin 
University, the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT (MAGNT) and other stakeholders, 
is participating in worldwide celebrations of what is being branded internationally as 
“Darwin 200”. 
 
A website for Australia, New Zealand and the Asia-Pacific region has been 
established at www.darwin200.org.au and is being maintained by Charles Darwin 
University. This features an up-to-date program of events across the region. 
 
Darwin City Council is contributing to the celebration of Darwin 200 through: 
 

• Branding events throughout 2009 as “Darwin 200” events, including for 
example library events, FREEPS, GRIND Publications, FUN BUS, Darwin 
show and expo stall, public art commission, etc. 

• Use of the Darwin 200 logo and branding on Council correspondence (print, 
email, etc.) 
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• Provision of banner advertising in Gilruth Ave and a “crocodile cake” to 
celebrate “Darwin Day” on 12 February 2009 in conjunction with the opening 
of the Supercrocodilians launch at the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT, at 
which the Lord Mayor will speak about Darwin 200. 

• Commissioning of the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork, “The HMS 
Beagle Ship Bell Chime”, to be installed in Civic Park in April 2009 with a 
public launch in July 2009. 

• Provision of a gift to the Beagle Project, the international organisation who 
aim to build a replica Beagle to circumnavigate the world from 2009-2011, in 
the form of a ship’s bell matching the ship’s bell in the artwork “The HMS 
Beagle Ship Bell Chime”, commissioned by Council from the artist Anton 
Hasell. A presentation ceremony will be held in 2009. 

• Support for the cross-disciplinary arts event “Origins” to be performed in Civic 
Park on 4 July 2009 (date to be confirmed), which will incorporate the public 
launch of the artwork “The HMS Beagle Ship Bell Chime”. 

• The NT News is coordinating a feature for print on 12 February 2009, ‘200 
Reasons to Celebrate’ of which Council will participate in. 

 
More information on the “Darwin 200” program of events is available on the website 
at www.darwin200.org  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The cost to brand Council correspondence (print and email) with the Darwin 200 logo 
is negligible and may be absorbed within current Council budgets. 
 
The printing of 5,000 Darwin 200 postcards, based upon quotes received, is 
estimated at $725. The printing of Darwin 200 cotton bags, depending on quantity 
and based upon quotes received, is estimated at approximately $3.10 per bag. 
 
20 transparent street pole banners have been commissioned at a cost of $4,180 in 
three different designs, one bearing the Darwin City Council logo, the second with 
Darwin 200 logo and sponsors’ logos, and the third advertising the Supercrocodilians 
exhibition at MAGNT which opens on 12 February 2009 and runs throughout the 
year. These will be installed at a cost of $2,200 in Gilruth Ave prior to the launch of 
the Supercrocodilians exhibition, and may be installed at different sites throughout 
the year. The Darwin City Council banners will be available for future events. Design 
costs for design of the banners by a young artist are approximately $400. 
 
A vinyl banner bearing the Darwin 200 logo has been commissioned at a cost of 
$616 for use at community events throughout the year. 
 
A birthday cake in the form of a crocodile has been ordered for the launch of the 
Supercrocodilians exhibition at MAGNT on 12 February 2009 at a cost of $300 to 
celebrate “Darwin Day”. The Lord Mayor will be in attendance to cut the cake. 
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Significant funds have been committed by Council to commission “The HMS Beagle 
Ship Bell Chime”, with $15,000 allocated towards the concept development phase of 
the artwork, and an additional $300,000 allocated towards the commission and costs 
associated with installation, service costs for power and telecommunications, and 
maintenance of the artwork.  
 
A further $10,000 has been allocated towards the commission of a replica ship’s bell 
by the artist Anton Hasell to gift to the Beagle Project. This may be met through 
surplus from the project budget or through the budget review process. 
 
Council has registered its in-principle support for the multi-disciplinary performance 
event “Origins” to be staged in Civic Park in July 2009, at which the Charles Darwin 
Commemorative Artwork “The HMS Beagle Ship Bell Chime” will be launched. This 
event, celebrating 200 years since the birth of Charles Darwin and 150 years since 
the publication of The Origin of Species, also celebrates significant anniversaries of 
Corrugated Iron Youth Arts, Darwin Theatre Company, Darwin Symphony Orchestra, 
Darwin Chorale and 24 Hour Art. It is anticipated that costs to stage the event 
“Origins” will total at least $70,000 and probably more, depending on its ability to 
attract sponsorship. Following Council’s resolution to support the event, the event 
coordinators have been invited to submit a formal proposal and budget to Council for 
consideration. Council will also offer in-kind support to stage the event in Civic Park. 
 
No other financial implications have been identified. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
 
Key Strategies 
1.1.3 Develop partnerships and joint projects with other levels of government 
 
Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
 
Outcome 
5.2 Promote Darwin’s culture 
5.3  
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Key Strategies 
5.2.2 Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
 
Goal 
6 Promote Brand Darwin  
 
Outcome 
6.1 Increase Council’s profile 
 
Key Strategies 
6.1.1 Provide strategic sponsorship for major events 
 
Outcome 
6.2 Promote our Darwin city  
 
Key Strategies 
6.2.1 Promote Darwin’s history, particularly its WWII experiences 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The Darwin 200 program of events has received substantial media attention and the 
theme has been adopted by a number of Darwin radio stations and news services 
who are promoting events and competitions under the “Darwin 200” banner leading 
up to “Darwin Day” on 12 February 2009. 
 
It will be important to sustain media interest through the use of Darwin 200 branding 
throughout the year and by focusing attention upon the major events planned such 
as “Darwin Day” on 12 February 2009, and the Origins performance and launch of 
the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork in July 2009. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
This report is for information only. 
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CONSULTATION: 
 
Office of the Chief Minister, Northern Territory Government 
Office of the Vice-Chancellor, Charles Darwin University 
General Manager Community and Cultural Services 
Manager Community Services 
Alex Ben-Mayor, Director of “Origins” project 
Manager Infrastructure Projects 
Building Services Manager 
Dr Anton Hasell 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
All events and correspondence branded with Darwin 200 in 2009 will make use of 
the Darwin 200 logo. Where appropriate and approved by partners, events will also 
include the logos of the Northern Territory Government and Charles Darwin 
University. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 09C0008 entitled Update on Darwin 200 Program of Events, 
be received and noted. 
 
 
 
ALICE RAE JOHN BANKS
ARTS AND CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
CULTURAL SERVICES

 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Alice Rae on 89300674 
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ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KL 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

08C0171 JB:kl   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

355416 

 
SUBJECT: AMENDED AND NEW ANIMAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.6
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
Prior to Council’s new Animal Management by-laws coming into effect in July 2008, 
Council adopted a number of clauses in June 2008 to be included within existing 
animal management policies and also adopted a number of new policies. 
 
The decision at the time was for formatting to take place at a later date. This report 
presents those policies in the Council policy format. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
PREVIOUS DECISIONS  
 
Decision No. 20\0310 (10/06/08) 
 
B. THAT the following clauses be included within existing Policies of the 

Council and where necessary creation of new Policies of Council, with 
formatting of policies to take place at a later date: 

 
The following to be included in existing Council Policy 122 entitled “Dog 
Registration Fees” and proposed new Council Policy “Cats - Registration”: 
 
THAT pursuant to clause 56 (4) Darwin City Council Amendment (Animal 
Management) By-laws 2007 that it be a requirement of registration that dogs 
and cats over the age of three months be fitted with an approved permanent 
electronic subcutaneous implant from 1st October 2008. 
 
The following to be included in existing Policy Number 126 entitled “Dogs – 
Licenses to Keep More than Two”: 
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THAT pursuant to clause 58 (1) Darwin City Council Amendment (Animal 
Management) By-laws 2007 that the number of dogs, declared dogs, class 
of dogs per premises shall be two (2). 
 
The following to be included in proposed new Council Policy to be entitled 
“Cats – Number of Cats Allowed”: 
 
THAT pursuant to clause 58 (1) Darwin City Council Amendment (Animal 
Management) By-laws 2007 for the period 1st July 2008 to 30th June 2009 
the number of cats or class of cats per premises shall be unlimited. 

 
THAT from 1st July 2009 pursuant to clause 58 (1) Darwin City Council 
Amendment (Animal Management) By-laws 2007 the number of cats or 
class of cats per premises shall be two (2) excluding those cats registered in 
2008/2009. 
 
The following to be included in existing Council Policy Number 121 entitled 
“Dog Exercise Areas”: 
 
THAT pursuant to clause 62 (1) Darwin City Council Amendment (Animal 
Management) By-laws 2007 all parks, reserves, gardens and beaches 
under Council’s care and control with the exception of East Point Reserve 
be declared dog exercise areas and that no ovals are exercise areas.  That 
the buffer zone adjoining Lee Point Road is a dog exercise area.  That 
bitches in oestrus are not permitted in exercise areas. 
 
The following to be included in existing Council Policy Number 124 entitled 
“Dog Restriction Areas”: 

 
THAT pursuant to clause 62 (2) (a) Darwin City Council Amendment 
(Animal Management) By-laws 2007 the markets whilst operating are dog 
restricted areas. 

 
THAT pursuant to clause 62 (2) (a) Darwin City Council Amendment 
(Animal Management) By-laws 2007 all playgrounds and the area within 10 
metres of any playground is a dog restricted area. 

 
THAT pursuant to clause 62 (2) (a) Darwin City Council Amendment 
(Animal Management) By-laws 2007 all public BBQs and the area within 10 
metres of any public BBQ is a dog restricted area. 

 
C. THAT Council publish the declared dog exercise and restriction areas in 

Darwin. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council: - 
 
A. THAT Report Number 08C0171 entitled Amended and New Animal 

Management Policies be received and noted.  
 
B. THAT the following amended and new Animal Management policies as 

attached to Report Number 08C0171 JB:kl be adopted by Council – 
 

a. Dog Registration Fees – Policy 122 (amended) 
b. Cats – Registration – (new) 
c. Dogs – Licenses to Keep More Than Two – Policy 126 (amended) 
d. Cats Number of Cats – Number of Cats Allowed (new) 
e. Dog Exercise Areas – Policy 121 (amended) 
f. Dog Restriction Areas – policy 124 (amended) 

 
 
 
KAREN LONG JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to John Banks on 89300633. 
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ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KH 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0010 KH:kl   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1096115 

 
SUBJECT: FINAL YOUTH STRATEGY REPORT 2009 - 2014 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.7
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The following report presents the culmination of a substantial process of consultation 
research, Council workshops, and community surveying that has led to crafting of a 
new draft youth strategy entitled Loud & Clear 2009-2014.  The final draft has been 
prepared in partnership with the Youth Advisory Group and GRIND volunteers and 
their priorities are presented for Council consideration.  This report describes the 
process undertaken in gathering the key findings and proposes a way forward.  
Resource implications have been identified in addition to a recommended 
implementation plan.  It is intended that Council consider the draft strategy and 
resource implications and provide in principle support to enable service development 
to commence and span the next 5 years. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
DECISION NO. 20\0289  (11/06/08) 
 
B. THAT a special workshop be conducted to consider and prioritise 

recommended actions for Council’s next Youth Strategy. 
 
DECISION NO.  19\4664  (16/07/07)  
 
B. THAT in the drafting of Council’s next Youth Strategy, consideration be given 

to youth arts/events and youth development activities. 
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DECISION NO.19\3778  (28/11/06) 
 
C.  THAT it be noted that the Youth Advisory Group identify music, arts and 

leisure programs that are youth driven as a means of unifying young people 
and that these streams be considered into Council’s new youth strategy. 

 
DECISION  18/5730  (30/09/05) 
 
B. THAT Council continue to support young people’s participation in community 

life and Council projects through it’s commitment to facilitating a youth voice 
and that Council continue to refer to the Youth Advisory Group for youth 
comment when community consultation is required so that inclusion of the 
youth voice is supported and forms part of Council’s community consultation 
processes. 

 
DECISION NO. 19\1648  (15/06/05) 
 
B.  THAT Council continue to support youth participation opportunities that 

emerge through the work of the GRIND youth newspaper Team and the 
Youth Advisory Group. 

 
REPORT 
 
On review of Council’s youth services delivery over the past eight years, important 
lessons regarding work with young people in the local government context have 
been learned.  Council is now well practiced in the effectiveness of gathering youth 
advice for issues affecting young people and recognises its rich contribution.  This 
approach has shaped the formation of the 2009-2014 strategy and whilst a slower 
process, taking time to engage and seek the views of the youth community ensures 
the information is genuine and relevant to the population group is seeks to respond 
to. 
 
Council’s Youth Advisory Group (YAG) and GRIND members have surveyed in 
excess of 1100 young residents as a means of informing the new strategy. Data 
analysis has been undertaken and clear trends have emerged. The YAG and GRIND 
members have spent much time in reviewing the findings of the youth surveys and 
recognising the need for a practical and reasoned way forward, have identified 11 
actions as their key priorities.   
 
In November 2008, a Council workshop was held which provided youth volunteers 
with a dynamic opportunity to present their key priorities directly to Council. This was 
a very positive event that communicated genuine respect for young people and a 
very practical opportunity for young people to engage in direct dialogue with our 
city’s decision makers. 
 
The new draft strategy, Loud & Clear, builds upon the foundations laid by the first 
strategy adopted by Council in 2000 and continues to have a very deliberate focus 
on growing youth participation both within Council processes and community life.  
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The new draft strategy also purposefully provides for the age range of 12 – 20 years, 
rather than the more typical age range of 12-25 years as the 12 – 20 years range is 
seen as a grouping that does not have access to the same range of services and 
opportunities that children (0-12) or young adults (18+) might enjoy.  This age range 
has worked positively for youth empowerment and skill based activities due to the 
developmental commonalities of the group and as such has been replicated in the 
drafting of Loud & Clear. 
  
Council has appropriately adopted a youth empowerment model for consultation, 
decision making, and service delivery, and in practical terms with the positioning of a 
Youth Trainee position within the Youth Projects office.  A well established Youth 
Traineeship program is in place organisation wide and Library Services also provides 
a range of youth orientated activities and a specialist Youth Services Librarian.  It is 
positive that Council continue to host several youth entry points as an organisation to 
enhance its capacity as a youth accessible organisation. Loud and Clear builds upon 
this approach and seeks capital investment staged over 5 years.  Of critical 
importance is the key priority identified by our young people which is the 
development of a youth leisure/centre for location in the northern suburbs. 
 
Current Operations and Resources 
 
Council has invested for the past eight years in a full time Youth Services Officer 
who is located in a youth friendly ‘youth projects’ work room.  This resource has 
worked well in encouraging young people’s access to local government. 
 
An annual budget allocation of approximately $30,000 is established which provides 
for youth created events including national youth week, workshops, big gig concerts, 
music, arts and skill development events. Two mainstay programs are also 
resourced from this budget which is the Youth Advisory Group and the GRIND youth 
newspaper team. Council’s annual allocation to Youth Services has been regularly 
supplemented by accessing grants such as Beyond Blue, the Foundation of Young 
Australians, Crime Prevention funds and event grants from the Office of Youth 
Affairs. 
  
2008 New Strategy Recommendations 
 
Our Youth Advisory Group and GRIND members have surveyed in excess of 1100 
young residents as a means of informing the new strategy.  Local youth service 
providers have also made submissions and worthy of note has been the ongoing 
identification of the need for regular, affordable and accessible leisure and recreation 
options/locations for young people – not just one off events that come and go.  
Armed with this insight, research into best practice models and a review of the data, 
the following actions are recommended in partnership with Council’s youth 
contributors; 
 
- YOUTH SPACE - Established youth space/facility, that caters for a diverse 

range of young people offering skill development, leisure, community 
participation, education, sporting and social opportunities.  
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Comment 
 
A substantial focus of the new strategy is Council’s interest in facilitating the 
development of a youth entertainment/leisure centre.  The youth survey data clearly 
supports this type of initiative and the continued active engagement of the youth 
community is a significant component of ensuring young people are at the forefront 
of this project in partnership with Council in shaping the how, what and where of this 
substantive development.   
 
In addition to support for a youth leisure facility, recommended within the new 
strategy are the following actions: 
 
- LEISURE FOCUS - A deliberate and increased focus on the development and 

delivery of sustainable youth leisure, music, arts and low cost, accessible 
entertainment options. 

 
- ACTIVITIES PROGRAM - The establishment of a Youth Leisure/Activities 

Officer and program that delivers year round accessible, affordable and youth 
driven activities by Council. 
 

- YOUTH PARTICIPATION MODEL - The continued application of community 
development and youth empowerment frameworks in the delivery and 
facilitation of all youth service development eg, GRIND, YAG 

 
- ACTIVITES & EVENTS YEAR ROUND PROGRAM - Purposeful partnerships 

with stakeholders and location of external funding to progress the scope of 
facilities and programs available to the youth community rather than one off 
events of significance. 

 
- GOING GLOBAL - Greater emphasis on and the use of, Information 

Technology in raising young people’s awareness of available opportunities, 
events and services, particularly those with stigma. 
 

- YOUTH EMPLOYMENT - Continuation of Council’s youth employment 
program through the delivery of Traineeships. 
 

- EMPLOYMENT EFFORTS - The proactive and intentional employment of 
young people for Council services where possible (eg pools staff, parks staff, 
Fun in the Parks staff, FREEPS, traineeships, casual library and events staff, 
graphic design work, musical entertainment jobs for Council events etc) and 
the wide promotion of this opportunity. 

 
- YOUNG WOMEN’S PROGRAMS – Establishment (continuation of) the 

2008/2009 funding allocation for programs targeting young women’s 
wellbeing, self esteem, personal safety and sexual health programs. 
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- GROWING CAPACITY - Establishment of a Youth Arts Bank to facilitate paid 

and voluntary opportunities for young artists and community groups and 
organizations. 

 
- CAPITAL INVESTMENT - The biennial investment in infrastructure that is 

identified specifically for youth leisure to build capacity of available and 
affordable leisure options eg bossaball courts (eg.  moveable trampoline 
based volleyball type courts), rock climbing walls etc. 

 
- GIG GEAR - A partnership with the arts community to purchase and provide a 

range of music and gig equipment pieces to include sound/PA and basic gig 
equipment and easily moveable pod trailer to provide young people with the 
materials required to create and deliver music events and that the access (low 
cost hire) of this equipment be supported and subsidized by Council.  

 
- LEGAL ART SPACES - Support for the establishment of legal art programs 

that emerge from Council’s graffiti management program and the identification 
of legal spaces for art and graffiti. 

 
- EXPO - The resourcing and delivery of an biennial youth expo in partnership 

with stakeholders and the business community to assist in better informing 
young people of all available resources and opportunities. 
 

- POSITIVE IMAGES - Continued activities such as GRIND that facilitate the 
expression of youth culture and a youth voice and debunk the negative 
stereotypes of young people. 

 
- That the age range for Council’s youth service strategy be continued as 12 – 

20 years in recognition of expressed need service gaps. 
 
Comment 
 
Attachment A provides a summary of the key initiatives and details resource and 
financial implications for Council.  A staggered five year implementation plan is 
recommended. 
 
Attached B provides a draft of the new proposed strategy, Loud & Clear.  It has been 
designed with input from Council’s youth volunteers.  The final design has been 
created by Casper Tucker, a young man who has volunteered in Council’s youth 
programs for several years – and has done an excellent job.  (Note – coloured 
copies are attached separately to the agenda.) 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council currently provides $30,000 annually for the implementation of youth events, 
publications, workshops and the YAG, GRIND and National Youth week programs.  
Supplementary grants are regularly sought. 
 
Whilst many of the proposed actions within Loud & Clear can be delivered in the 
current allocation, the new strategy proposes a 5 year investment in young people 
that seeks further resources; (See Attachment A) 
 
Youth Strategy 
Implementation 
 
 
Projected costs 

Year one 
 
 
 
2009/10 

Year Two 
 
 
 
2010/11 

Year 
Three 
 
 
2011/12 

Year Four 
 
 
 
2012/13 

Year Five 
 
 
 
2013/14 

Youth Centre 
Development 

$80,000  
(scoping 
study  
funded ) 

 
To be 

determined 

   

Gig Gear& pod trailer 
initiative 
X 1 off purchase 

$18 500 500 500 500 500 

Capital Investment 
Youth sports/leisure 
equipment 

 
- 

 
- 

 
$60 000 

 
- 

 
$60 000 

Young women’s sexual 
health and wellbeing 
program[1] 

$70 000 
(funded to 
Sept 09) 

$72 800 $75 712 $78 740 $81 890 

Youth Leisure & 
Activities officer 
establishment costs &  
program activities  

  
- 

 
$120 000 

 
$120 000 

 
$120 000 

 
$120 000 

Yearly resources 
Additional to current 

$88,500 $193,300 $256,215 $199,240 $261, 390 

 
[1] Increases based on 4% cpi 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this report are in accordance with the following Strategies of 
Evolving Darwin – Towards 2020 and Beyond: 
 
ISSUE 2: LIFESTYLE 
 
2.1 Urban Enhancement 
2.1.5  Continue to participate and partner in activities that contribute to and 
  grow a safer Darwin. 
 
2.2  Recreation and Culture 
2.2.1  Review and expand facilities in libraries. 
2.2.2  Promote Darwin as a host city for sport, culture and other events. 
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2.2.3  Provide facilities to encourage safe cycling and walking. 
2.2.4  Progress aquatic facility planning and delivery. 
2.2.5 Provide facilities and resources that promote Darwin as a city rich in 

culture, harmony and diversity. 
 
 
2.3  Families 
2.3.1  Promote and host family orientated recreational and leisure activity. 
2.3.2  Pursue the development of a purpose built youth space. 
 
2.4  Community Facilities 
2.4.3 Provide facilities and programs which encourage healthy lifestyle 

choices. 
2.4.2 Promote and develop community meeting places e.g. Council in the 

park. 
 
ISSUE 3: CONNECTIVITY 
 
3.1  Public Space 
3.1.1  Enhance public spaces and encourage greater use by the community. 
 
3.3  Technology 
3.3.1 Develop and promote Council’s IT capability to expand connectivity 

with the community. 
3.3.2  Advocate for the provision of a wireless service for the CBD. 
 
ISSUE 5: COHESIVE COMMUNITY 
 
5.1  Access and Inclusion 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for families to access Council services and 

facilities. 
5.1.2 Encourage employment opportunities within the Council for 

marginalised members of the community. 
5.1.3 Further improve access for people with disabilities. 
5.1.4 Encourage volunteerism. 
 
5.2 Culture 
5.2.1 Promote and support activities that celebrate cultural diversity. 
5.2.2  Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art. 
5.2.3 Deliver community education programs and activities that celebrate 

diversity. 
 
5.3  Harmony 
5.3.3  Develop programs to promote community cohesion and safety. 
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ISSUE 6: BRAND DARWIN 
 
6.1  Council Profile 
6.1.1  Provide strategic sponsorship for major events. 
6.1.2 Develop and implement a communications strategy that promotes 

Council and informs the community. 
6.1.3 Develop mechanisms to showcase Council’s innovation and 

achievements. 
 
ISSUE 7: GOVERNANCE 
 
7.1  Effective Governance 
7.1.1  Conduct regular Program reviews. 
7.1.3  Undertake annual Community Satisfaction Survey. 
7.1.6  Be active in the review of relevant legislation. 
 
7.2  Leadership 
7.2.1 Provide ongoing leadership based on contemporary management 

practices and community engagement. 
7.2.2    Use community engagement techniques to inform decision making. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Not pertinent to this report 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Loud & Clear is intended as a positive framework that if endorsed, will guide and 
shape Council’s service delivery to the youth community for the next five years.  Of 
primary public and media interest will be the emerging development of a youth 
facility and it is recommended that regular community updates on this project be 
provided to ensure clarity of information and to encourage community ownership of 
the facility. It is noted that there is potential for media interest in any of Council’s 
activities and Council’s Chief Officers Group  review all reports and potential issues 
are brought to the attention of the General manager Community & Cultural Services 
Department. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Matter requires the determination of the full Council. 
 

141

141



PAGE: 9 
REPORT NUMBER:  09C0010 KH:kl 
SUBJECT:   FINAL YOUTH STRATEGY REPORT 2009 - 2014 
 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
The actions contained within this report are the result of substantial consultation with 
the youth community and broader youth sector.  In excess of 1000 young people 
have been surveyed to seek their views.  Further a presentation was made to 
Council (05/11/2008) by past and present members of the Youth Advisory Group and 
the GRIND editorial team outlining key priorities identified within Loud & Clear.  The 
priorities the youth team presented to Council were identified from a wide range of 
actions that were revealed through the community surveys.  The youth presentation 
did not present all actions, but rather, the actions identified as priorities for Council to 
achieve within the next five years. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
It is recommended that the Youth Advisory Group be invited to launch Loud and 
Clear with Council during National Youth Week, April 2009. 
  
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
The draft strategy attached has been designed and developed by a young person in 
partnership with the Youth Advisory Group and GRIND members, lending 
authenticity to the process and employment outcomes. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Loud & Clear provides Council with a framework for service delivery for young 
people over the next five years.  The most major of the recommended actions within 
the draft strategy, is that of a youth centre development.  In addition to this major 
project, there are numerous actions identified that will see Council build upon the 
work undertaken over the past eight years in delivering youth empowerment and 
community participation opportunities.  Loud & Clear takes Council’s first strategy 
considerably further by seeking the allocation of additional funds that will enable 
Council to service the youth community in a more comprehensive and responsive 
manner. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A.  THAT Report Number 09c0010 kl entitled Final Youth Strategy Report 2009 - 

2014 be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT the recommended strategies and actions contained within the draft 
 youth strategy 2009-2014 be endorsed in principle. 
 
C. THAT the following actions be prioritised and associated costs referred to the 
 2009/2010 budget process;  
 

1. Gig gear initiative $18,500 (one off). 
 
2. Youth centre facility development (costs to be determined). 
 
3. Establishment of Young Women’s Health & Wellbeing outreach program 

$70,000 annually. 
 

4. Establishment of a Youth Leisure/Activities Officer and program 
implementation costs $120,000 annually. 

 
5. Capital works program to include the purchase of x 1 capital item 

biennially specifically catering for young people’s leisure requirements 
 

$60,000 – 2010 
$60,000 – 2014. 

 
D. THAT Council communicate its appreciation to the GRIND and Youth 
 Advisory Group members for their valuable contribution and voluntary efforts 
 in assisting Council develop its new youth policy.  
 
E. THAT Council launch Loud & Clear during National Youth Week 2009, in 
 partnership with the Youth Advisory Group. 
 
 
KATIE HEARN JOHN BANKS
MANAGER COMMUNITY SERVICES GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Katie Hearn on 89300560. 
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Community Services Committee Meeting - Monday, 9 February 2009 
 
 

  

OPEN SECTION     PAGE CSC2\16 

10 SISTER CITIES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
10.1 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
10.1.1 Sister Cities Community Committees Meeting Schedule for February to  
 June 2009 
 Document No. 1489887  (27/11/08)  Common No. 1489887 
 
 COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT the Sister Cities Community Committees Meeting Schedule for February to June 
2009, Document Number 1489887, be received and noted. 
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Sister Cities Program Meeting Schedule 
January to June 2009 

 
 January February March April May June Venue 

Community 
Services 

Committee 

 
 

     Monday   
Noon 

MEETING 
ROOM 1 

 deadline        

Ambon 
Community  
Committee 

 
 

 
12/02/09 

 
26/03/09 

  
07/05/09 

 
18/06/09 

Thursday 
5.00pm 

MEETING 
ROOM 1 

deadline  5/02/09 19/03/09  30/04/09 11/06/09  

Anchorage 
Community 
Committee 

  
26/02/09 

  
09/04/09 

 
21/05/09 

 
 

Thursday 
5.00pm 

MEETING 
ROOM 1 

deadline  19/02/09  02/04/09 14/05/09   

Dili 
Community  
Committee 

 
 
 

 
17/02/09 

 
31/03/09 

 

  
12/05/09 

 

 
23/06/09 

Tuesday 
12:30pm 
MEETING 
ROOM 1 

deadline  10/02/09 24/03/09  05/05/09 16/06/09  

Haikou 
Community 
Committee 

 
 

 
23/02/09 

  
06/04/09 

 
18/05/09 

 

 
29/06/09 

Monday 
12:30pm 
MEETING 
ROOM 1 

deadline  16/02/09  30/03/09 11/05/09 22/06/09  

Kalymnos 
Community 
Committee 

 
 

 
16/02/09 

 

 
30/03/09 

 

  
11/05/09 

 

 
22/06/09 

 

Wednesday 
12:30pm 
MEETING 
ROOM 1 

deadline  9/02/09 23/03/09  04/05/09 15/06/09  
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ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: 02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A  APPROVED: JB 
 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KH 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0005 SF:es APPROVED: SF 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1181508 

 
SUBJECT: STATUS UPDATE OF SISTER CITIES PROJECTS AND CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS JANUARY - MARCH 2009 
 
ITEM NO: 10.2.1
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report is presented to the Community Services Committee to inform them of the 
status of some the current Sister Cities program projects and provide a calendar of 
events relating to each of Council’s Sister Cities Community Committees. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
• CALENDAR OF EVENTS, JANUARY – MARCH 2009 
 
The calendar includes National Days, Festivals and Holidays of each of Darwin’s 
Sister Cities and Friendship Cities.   
 
January 2009 
 
Significant Dates/Events 
 
1 January  New Years Day 
 
1 January  St Basil’s Day (Kalymnos, Greece) 
St Basil was one the forefathers of the Greek Orthodox Church. He is remembered 
for his kindness and generosity to the poor. He is thought to have died on this date 
so this is how he is honoured. 
 
6 January   Theofania (Kalymnos, Greece) 
On the stroke of January 6th, the "twelve days" of Christmas officially come to an 
end. This day, takes on a special meaning in Greece. Here, there is a special 
ceremony of blessing the waters and of the vessels that ply them.  
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12 January  Coming of Age Day (Aridagawa-Cho, Japan) 
The Coming of Age festival is celebrated on the second Monday of January (it used 
to be celebrated always on January 15 until 1999).  Its Japanese name is Seijin no 
hi.  All young people who turn twenty years old in that year are celebrated on Seijin 
no hi.  
 
Twenty is the age considered as the beginning of adulthood. It is also the minimum 
legal age for voting, drinking, and smoking.  Celebrations are held nationwide in 
every town with most of the people turning 20 participating in formal dress. Seijin no 
hi is a national holiday.  
 
19 January  Martin Luther King Day (USA) 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a United States holiday marking the birth date of the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., observed on the third Monday of January each 
year.  It is one of four United States federal holidays to commemorate an individual 
person. 
 
26 January  Australia Day (Australia) 
Australia Day, also known as Anniversary Day, Foundation Day and Invasion Day, is 
the official national day of Australia. Celebrated annually on 26 January, the day 
commemorates the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788, marking the start of British 
colonisation of Australia.  
 
Australia Day is an official public holiday in every state and territory of Australia, and 
is marked by the Order of Australia and Australian of the Year awards, along with an 
address from the Prime Minister. 
 
26 January  Chinese New Year (PR China) 
Chinese New Year or Spring Festival is the most important of the traditional Chinese 
holidays. It is sometimes called the Lunar New Year, especially by people outside 
China.  
 
February 2009 
 
Monthly Meetings 
12 February  Ambon Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
17 February  Dili Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
18 February  Kalymnos Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
23 February  Haikou Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
26 February  Anchorage Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
 

153

153



PAGE: 3 
REPORT NUMBER:  09C0005 
SUBJECT:  STATUS UPDATE OF SISTER CITIES PROJECTS AND CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS JANUARY - MARCH 2009 
 
 
Significant Dates/Events 
 
2 February  Ground Hog Day (Anchorage, USA) 
Groundhog Day is a traditional festival celebrated in the USA and Canada on 2 
February. 
 
Tradition states that one must observe a groundhog's burrow on this day. If the 
groundhog emerges and fails to see its shadow because the weather is cloudy, 
winter will soon end; however, if the groundhog sees its shadow because the 
weather is bright and clear, it will be frightened and run back into its hole, and the 
winter will continue for six more weeks.  
 
11 February  National Foundation Day (Japan) 
National Foundation Day is a national holiday in Japan celebrated annually on 
February 11.  On this day, the Japanese celebrate the founding of the nation and the 
imperial line by its legendary first emperor, Jimmu, who established his capital in 
Yamato. 
 
Customs include the raising of Japanese flags and reflection on the meaning of 
Japanese citizenship. 
 
16 February  Ash Wednesday 
The Ash Wednesday fires were a natural disaster that occurred in south-eastern 
Australia on 16 February 1983. Within twelve hours, more than 180 fires fanned by 
winds of up to 110 km (68 mph) per hour caused widespread destruction across the 
states of Victoria and South Australia.  
Years of severe drought and extreme weather combined to create one of Australia’s 
worst fire days in a century. The fires remain the worst bushfire disaster in Australian 
history, claiming 75 lives. 
 
March 2009 
 
Monthly Meetings 
26 March  Ambon Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
31 March  Dili Sister City Community Committee Meeting 
 
Significant Dates/Events 
 
5 March  Iditarod XXXIII (Anchorage, USA) 
The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race first ran to Nome in 1973, after two short races on 
part of the Iditarod Trail in 1967 and 1969. The idea of having a race over the 
Iditarod Trail was conceived by the late Dorothy G. Page. In 1964, Page was 
chairman of the Wasilla-Knik Centennial and was working on projects to celebrate 
Alaska’s Centennial Year in 1967.  
The race has started in downtown Anchorage since 1983. The teams leave the 
starting line at two minute intervals, starting at 10 a.m. There are usually over 65 
teams starting and the first racer is expected to cross the finish line anywhere 
between 9 and 12 days.  
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17 March  St Patricks Day 
St Patrick’s Day is an annual feast day which celebrates Saint Patrick (circa 385–461 
AD), one of the patron saints of Ireland, and is generally celebrated on March 17. 
 
30 March  Seward’s Day (Anchorage, USA) 
Usually the last Sunday in March. Seward's Day commemorates the signing of the 
treaty by which the United States bought Alaska from Russian, signed on March 30, 
1867.  The Monday following is a state holiday for government workers. 
 
• PROJECT UPDATES 
 
2009 Sister Cities Fundraising Event 
The Anchorage Sister City Community Committee proposed at their October 2008 
meeting that a major fundraising event be held involving all of Council’s Sister Cities 
Community Committees.  The Anchorage Committee wish to hold this event in the 
first 6 months of 2009.   
 
It was proposed that a film night be held at Deckchair Cinema and that a feature film 
be shown or a number of short films based on Darwin’s Sister Cities.   Other revenue 
raising ideas included selling raffle tickets or a silent auction with items donated by 
our Sister Cities and the sale of food and drinks.   
 
The Deckchair Cinema has been booked and confirmed for Thursday 2 July 2009.  
This date falls within the week that celebrations are held for Territory Day (NT), 
Independence Day (USA) and National Sister Cities Day (Australia). 
 
The Sister Cities Officer communicated this idea to each of the Sister Cities 
Community Committees, and they were all in favour of holding a combined Sister 
Cities Fundraising event to celebrate National Sister Cities Day.  
 
Sister Cities Sign at Darwin International Airport 
The Sister Cities Officer met with the Mr Jeff Makeiff, the Terminal, Retail and 
Facilities Manager for the Darwin International Airport to discuss re-establishing a 
Darwin City Council Sister Cities sign at the airport terminal. 
 
From these discussions Mr Makeiff offered some shared space for a Sister Cities 
sign between the luggage collection carousels on the ground floor of the domestic 
terminal.  The space offered would need to be shared with Rotary.  Currently they 
have a sign on the wall that takes up all the space. 
 
Further discussions are being undertaken with Rotary for the sign to be re-designed 
to enable both Council and Rotary to use this space.  The Sister Cities Officer has 
been advised that there is no charge for the space as it is specifically reserved for 
community organisations. 
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Ambon 
 
School Holiday Program  
Preliminary discussions being held between Ambon Sister City Community 
Committee and Kormilda College to establish the viability of establishing a holiday 
program in Darwin for a number of school students from State Senior High School 
Number 5 (SMU5).  
 
2009 Arafura Games 
Contact has been made with the Mayor of Ambon to seek their interest on Ambon’s 
participation at the 2009 Arafura Games. Awaiting a response. 
 
Indonesian Garden 
Interest expressed by the Ambon Sister City Community Committee to be involved in 
or to contribute to the Indonesian Garden Project, established at Charles Darwin 
University, in acknowledgement of the strong ties between Darwin and Ambon.  
 
A letter has been written to Charles Darwin University to obtain further information 
about the Indonesian Garden Project and to express interest by the Ambon SCCC to 
contribute to this project.  
 
2009 Pesona Indonesia 
The Ambon Sister City Community Committee are forward planning for the 2009 
Pesona Indonesia Festival.  This is normal held during the Darwin Festival.  The 
2009 Darwin Festival is scheduled for 13 and 30 August. 
 
An invitation was extended for a representative from the Indonesian Consulate to 
attend the February Ambon Sister City Community Committee meeting to discuss 
the upcoming 2009 Pesona event.  
 
Anchorage 
 
Anchorage University & Primary School Project 
A special collection of resource books with a Darwin/Northern Territory theme was 
sent to the University of Alaska Anchorage.  The Anchorage Committee at its 
December 2008 meeting recommended that the donation of children’s books be 
gifted from Council to Rabbit Creek Elementary School in Anchorage.  This school 
was chosen as there is a connection with the school through the Fire Fighter 
Exchange program.  
 
It is hoped that this will initiate an opportunity for a return collection of books and 
materials to be established in Darwin, based on Anchorage.   The expected outcome 
for this would be to maintain links between Charles Darwin University, the University 
of Alaska Anchorage and primary schools in both countries. 
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EVENTS JANUARY - MARCH 2009 
 
 
Committee advised that Alderman Jo Sangster and her family would be in 
Anchorage in December and will present the books to the University of Alaska 
Anchorage and to Rabbit Creek Elementary School, in her capacity as a Darwin City 
Council Elected Member. 
 
Dili 
 
Timor-Leste Cultural Day 
The Dili Sister City Community Committee discussed the feasibility of organising a 
Timor-Leste Cultural Day as a fundraising event.  This event would provide an 
opportunity for local residents to learn about Timor-Leste traditions, such as dance, 
food, craft and basket weaving. 
 
The Committee would like to program this event to coincide with Timor-Leste 
Independence Day on 20 May. 
 
This event was suggested as a way to complement the Museum and Art Gallery of 
the Northern Territory’s current display on Timor-Leste, providing yet another 
opportunity for local residents to continue to learn about our closest neighbour 
Timor-Leste and be involved in the Sister Cities program.  
 
Haikou 
 
Sister School - Lao Ou Village 
For some time now Council has been assisting Wagaman Primary School and Malak 
Primary School in establishing a Sister School link with Lou Ou Primary School in 
Basou Town, Dongfang City, China. 
 
Lou Ou village is where the Gull Force Soldiers Memorial is based and Darwin has 
had a link with this village since WWII.  A letter has been sent from the Lord Mayor to 
the Principal of Lou Ou School introducing the Principals of both Darwin Schools 
interested in forming a Sister School relationship with Lou Ou. This project will be 
progressed further when school resumes in Darwin for 2009.  
 
Chinese New Year 
Chinese New Year falls on Monday 26 January 2009, coinciding with Australia Day 
this year.  The year of the Ox. 
 
Each year the NT News celebrates by producing a special feature, this year it was 
published in the Sunday Territorian on Sunday 25 January 2009. 
 
Council placed an advertisement in the Chinese New Year publication wishing the 
Chinese community a happy and prosperous Chinese New Year. 
 
A copy of this advertisement and a letter from the Lord Mayor of Darwin to the Mayor 
of Haikou and the Mayor of Dongfang, wishing them both a happy and prosperous 
Chinese New Year. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Each Community Committee is allocated $4000 annually for expenditure on 
approved projects.   Individual reports are submitted to the Community Services 
Committee to progress projects from within each Sister City Community Committee.  
 
All available funds must be expended by 30 June 2009. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
6 Promote Brand Darwin  
 
Outcome 
6.2 Promote our Darwin city  
 
Key Strategies 
6.2.4 Strengthen international relationships through Sister Cities and other activities 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None applicable to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report, however Council’s Chief Officers review all reports and potential issues and 
any media interest is brought to the attention of the General Manager Community 
and Cultural Services.  
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No Community Safety implications for this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
No delegation for this report.  
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CONSULTATION: 
 
No consultation required for this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
None applicable for this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
No signage issues for this report. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C0005 entitled Status Update of Sister Cities 

Projects and Calender of Events January - March 2009, be received and 
noted. 

 
 
 
SAMANTHA FRENCH JOHN BANKS
SISTER CITIES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Samantha French on 89300695 
 
Attachment Status Update Sister Cities projects & Calender of Events J…  
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ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: NM 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

08C0170 SF:kl APPROVED: SF 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1494750 

 
SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE HAIKOU SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
ITEM NO: 10.2.2
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The minutes of the Haikou Sister City Community Committee meeting held on 1 
December 2008 with recommendations is presented to the Community Services 
Committee for their endorsement.  
 
GENERAL: 
 
The minutes of the Haikou Sister City Community Committee meeting are presented 
to the Community Services Committee with the following recommendations: 
 

THAT the Haikou Sister City Community Committee recommends to the 
Community Services Committee that the Lord Mayor write to Dongfang 
Municipal Government and the Haikou Foreign Affairs Office to wish them a 
Happy Chinese New Year for the 26 January 2009, and to make mention that 
Australia Day is also celebrated on this day. 
 
THAT the Haikou Sister City Community Committee recommends to the  
Community Services Committee that an advertisement be placed in the NT 
News Chinese New Year special feature for 2009, and a copy be sent to 
Haikou Foreign Affairs Office. 
 
THAT the Haikou Sister City Community Committee recommends to the 
Community Services Committee that the Haikou Sister City Community 
Committee supports in principle the facilitation of a combined Sister Cities 
fundraising event on Thursday 2 July 2009, to coincide with National Sister 
Cities Day. 
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SUBJECT:  MINUTES OF THE HAIKOU SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Previous Decisions: 
 
DECISION NO.19\4040 (15/02/07) 
 
THAT the Committee resolve under delegated authority that the advertisement, 
tabled at the meeting, from the Haikou Sister Cities Committee, Darwin City Council 
wishing a happy and prosperous Chinese New Year, be endorsed. 
 
REPORT: 
 
Chinese New Year 2009 
Every year the NT News publishes a special feature on Chinese New Year and in 
the past the Haikou Sister City Committee has placed an advertisement in this 
feature, and would like to contribute for the 2009 Chinese New Year. 
 
The Haikou Sister City Committee recommends that the Lord Mayor write to the 
Mayor of Haikou, Haikou Foreign Affairs and the Dongfang Municipal Government 
Office to wish them a Happy Chinese New Year, and that a copy of Council’s 
advertisement in the NT News Chinese New Year feature be included for their 
information.  
 
The Committee recommends that when the Lord Mayor writes to Haikou that he 
make mention that Australia Day will be celebrated on 26 January 2009 also and the 
significance of this holiday to Australians.  
 
Combined Sister Cities Fundraising Event 
The Anchorage Sister City Community Committee proposed at their October meeting 
that a major fundraising event be held involving all of Council’s Sister Cities 
Community Committees.  The Anchorage Committee discussed holding the event in 
the first 6 months of 2009 and on a date significant to Sister Cities. 
 
It was proposed that a film night be held at Deckchair Cinema, and that a feature film 
be shown or a number of short films be viewed based on Darwin’s Sister Cities.   
Other revenue raising ideas included selling raffle tickets or a silent auction with 
items donated by our Sister Cities and the sale of food and drinks.   
 
The Sister Cities Officer was to take convey this idea to each of the Sister Cities 
Community Committees at their next round of meetings.   
 
The Deckchair Cinema has been tentatively booked for Thursday 2 July 2009 as this 
date falls within the week that significant celebrations are held for Territory Day (NT), 
Independence Day (USA) and National Sister Cities Day (Australia). 
 
The Haikou Sister City Community Committee supports in principle the idea of 
facilitating a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July in 
celebration of National Sister Cities Day. 
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SUBJECT:  MINUTES OF THE HAIKOU SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Budget Item Number 05/224001/300 (W1579) 
 
The Haikou Sister City Community Committee has an annual budget allocation of 
$4000 and $1000 carried forward from the 2007/2008 budget for committee projects. 
 
Total funds of $3600 is currently available to be spent, however must be expended 
by 30 June 2009. 
 
ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Action Plan of the Darwin City Council 2004 - 2008: 
 
6 COMMUNITY SERVICES 
6.1 Community Groups 
 
Goal: 
To have strong community groups and service programs that support a vibrant 
community. 
 
Strategies/Actions: 
Support appropriate community groups. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None applicable for this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report.  There is potential media interest in any Council activity and Council’s Chief 
Officers Group review all reports.  Potential issues or any media interest is brought to 
the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No Community Safety implications for this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
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SUBJECT:  MINUTES OF THE HAIKOU SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
No consultation required for this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
No public consultation require for this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
  
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 08C0170 entitled Minutes of The Haikou Sister City 

Community Committee Meeting Held on 1 December 2008 With 
Recommendations, be received and noted.  

 
B. THAT the Lord Mayor writes to the Mayor of Haikou, Haikou Foreign Affairs 

Office and the Dongfang Municipal Government to wish them a Happy Chinese 
New Year for the 26 January 2009, and to make mention that Australia Day will 
also celebrated on this day. 

 
C. THAT an advertisement be placed in the NT News Chinese New Year special 

feature for 2009, and a copy be sent to Haikou Foreign Affairs Office and the 
Dongfang Municipal Government for their information. 

 
D. THAT Haikou Sister City Community Committee supports in principle the 

facilitation of a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July 
2009, to coincide with National Sister Cities Day. 

 
 
 
SAMANTHA FRENCH JOHN BANKS
SISTER CITIES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Samantha French on 89300695 
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MINUTES 
 

HAIKOU SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday 1 December 2008 

12:30PM  
Meeting Room 1 

DARWIN CITY COUNCIL CIVIC CENTRE 
 
Meeting Opened 
Declared open at 12:50pm 

 
1. Present 

Phil Rudd    Community Representative 
Lyn Tam    Community Representative 
Maureen Manzie   Community Representative 
Leigh Gregory    Community Representative 
Andrew Leo    Community Representative 
Alderman Kerry Moir   Elected Member, Darwin City Council 
Samantha French   Sister Cities Project Officer 
 

2. Apologies 
Alderman Fred Marrone   Elected Member, Darwin City Council 
Austin Chin    Observer  
Lie Yao    Community Representative 
Maisy Latif     Community Representative 
Ken Waugh    Community Representative 
Silva Lai    Observer 
 

3. Minutes 
Minutes of 8 September 2008 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
(Ald Moir/Leo),Carried 

 
4. Business Arising 

4.1 Earthquake in China 
• SCO advised carry forwards funds of $500 has been paid to 

Australian Red Cross for the victims of the Earthquake in China 
Appeal.  

 
4.2 2008/2010 Haikou Action Plan  

• The Haikou Action Plan has been updated as per previous 
minutes. 

• This item to be listed as a standing agenda item.  
 

ACTION: SCO to follow up payment to Mr Tang, the farmer in Lao Ou Village 
on whose land the Gullforce Memorial is situated. 
 
ACTION: SCO to report back to the Committee at the February 2009 meeting 
the progress of establishing the Student Exchange program and the holiday 
program planned for Haikou Students visiting Darwin. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Haikou Sister City Community Committee 
recommends to the Community Services Committee that Lord Mayor write to 
Dongfang Municipal Government and Haikou Foreign Affairs Office to wish 
them a Happy Chinese New Year for the 26 January 2009, and to make 
mention that Australia Day is also celebrated on this day. 
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(Leo/Tam), Carried 
 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT the Haikou Sister City Community Committee 
recommends to the Community Services Committee that an advertisement be 
placed in the NT News Chinese New Year special feature for 2009, and a 
copy be sent to Haikou Foreign Affairs Office. 
 
(Leo/Tam), Carried 
 

5. General Business  
5.1 Haikou Delegate visit to Darwin 5-7 October 2008  

• The Chair briefed the Committee on the outcomes and meetings 
with the visiting Haikou Delegation in October 2008.  

• No further action required on this matter.  
 
5.2 Sister Cities Show, Haikou, October 2008  

• SCO informed the Committee that a letter was written to the 
Haikou Foreign Affairs Office expressing regret that Council would 
not be contributing information and promotional material to the 
2008 Sister Cities Show, however would be pleased to contribute 
next year.   

 
5.3 Haikou People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 

(HPAFFC)  
• SCO advised the Committee that the Lord Mayor has written to Mr 

Wu Zhi at the Haikou Foreign Affairs Office supporting Mr Phillip 
Rudd’s invitation to become an overseas member of HPAFFC.  

 
ACTION:  SCO to email HFAO and enquire into what is required of Mr 
Rudd as an overseas member of the HPAFFC. 
 

5.4 Arafura Games Information 
• SCO advised the Committee that promotional material has been 

forwarded to the Mayor of Haikou encouraging their participation at 
the 2009 Arafura Games.   

• No response has been received from Haikou to date. 
 

5.5 Sister Cities Australia (SCA) Newsletter 
• The Sister Cities Australia Newsletter was provided for the 

Committee’s information.  
 

5.6 Meeting Schedule – January to June 2009 
• The Sister Cities meeting schedule was provided to the Committee 

for their information. 
 
5.7 2008/2009 Haikou SCCC Budget  

• The Sister Cities advised that all carry forwards for 2007/2008 
budget have been endorsed by Council. 

• Funds to the Total of $5000 are available and must be expended 
by 30 June 2009.  This amount includes $500 provided for 
consulting fees for the Chinese Garden and $500 for the 
Earthquake in China Appeal. 
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5.8 2009 Sister Cities Fundraising Event 
• SCO advised the Committee that the Anchorage SCCC have 

proposed holding a major fundraising event involving all of 
Council’s Sister Cities Committees.   

• Deckchair Cinema has been tentatively booked for Thursday 2 
July or Thursday 9 July 2009. 

• It was proposed that a number of short films based on each of our 
Sister Cities be shown at a film night and that food and drinks be 
sold, raffles or a silent auction be held during the evening. 

• Thursday 2 July has been chosen as the preferred date, as it falls 
within the week of National Sister Cities Day, USA Independence 
Day and is the middle of Darwin’s dry season, the perfect time of 
the year to hold an outdoor event.  

• The Haikou SCCC support in principle the idea of an annual 
fundraising event involving all Sister Cities Committees. 

• It was suggested that a common theme for the evening could be 
WWII.  e.g. the involvement of Darwin, Ambon, Haikou and Timor-
Leste. 

• Other suggestions made by members is the possibility of playing a 
number of films over the course of the month, that are based on 
our Sister Cities and screening a feature film on Thursday 2 July. 

• The Committee were keen to involve other community groups in 
Darwin from our Sister Cities, for example have people dressed in 
traditional dress, dancers/entertainers from our Sister Cities and 
invite the respective Consulate to be involved in the event. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT the Haikou Sister City Community 
Committee recommends to the Community Services Committee that 
the Haikou Sister City Community Committee support in principle the 
facilitation of a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 
July 2009, to coincide with National Sister Cities Day. 
 
(Tam/Manzies), Carried 

 
5.9 Sister Cities Airport Signage 

• SCO advised the Committee that preliminary discussion has taken 
place with the Darwin International Airport to re-establish a Sister 
Cities sign at Darwin Airport. 

 
6 Meeting Closed 

Closed at 1.36pm 
 

7 Date and Time of Next Meeting  
Date: Monday 23 February 2009    
Time: 12:30pm 
Venue:  Meeting Room 1 
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SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE AMBON SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 2 DECEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
ITEM NO: 10.2.3
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The minutes of the Ambon Sister City Community Committee meeting held on 2 
December 2008 with recommendations is presented to the Community Services 
Committee for their endorsement.  
 
GENERAL: 
 
The minutes of the Ambon Sister City Community Committee meeting are presented 
to the Community Services Committee with the following recommendation: 
 

THAT the Ambon Sister City Community Committee recommend to the 
Community Services Committee that a letter be written to Charles Darwin 
University to obtain further information about the Indonesian Garden Project 
and express interest by the Ambon Sister City Community Committee to 
contribute to this project.   

 
REPORT: 
 
Indonesian Garden 
At the Ambon Sister City Community Committee meeting held on 2 December 2008 
discussion was held about the opening of the Indonesian Garden at Charles Darwin 
University. 
 
Committee members expressed an interest in being involved in this project, to 
acknowledge the strong ties between Darwin and Ambon.  It is proposed that the 
Ambon Sister City Community Committee contribute to the garden, by providing 
plants and/or artefacts specific to Ambon.  
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It was recommended that a letter be written to Charles Darwin University to request 
further information about this project and ascertain their willingness to allow the 
Ambon Sister City Community Committee to contribute either plants or artefacts for 
display in the Indonesian Garden.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Budget Item Number 05/224001/300 (W1581) 
 
The Ambon Sister City Community Committee has an annual budget allocation of 
$4000 and $3600 carried forward from the 2007/2008 budget for committee projects. 
 
Total funds of $5597 is currently available to be spent, however must be expended 
by 30 June 2009. 
 
ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Action Plan of the Darwin City Council 2004 - 2008: 
 
6 COMMUNITY SERVICES 
6.1 Community Groups 
 
Goal: 
To have strong community groups and service programs that support a vibrant 
community. 
 
Strategies/Actions: 
Support appropriate community groups. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None applicable for this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report.  There is potential media interest in any Council activity and Council’s Chief 
Officers Group review all reports.  Potential issues or any media interest is brought to 
the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No Community Safety implications for this report. 
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DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
No consultation required for this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
No public consultation required for this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 08C0169 entitled Minutes of The Ambon Sister City 

Community Committee Meeting Held on 2 December 2008 With 
Recommendations, be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT Council write to Charles Darwin University to obtain further information 

about the Indonesian Garden Project and express interest by the Ambon Sister 
City Community Committee to contribute to this project.  

 
 
SAMANTHA FRENCH JOHN BANKS
SISTER CITIES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Samantha French on 89300695 
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MINUTES 
 

AMBON SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday 2 December 2008 

21 Goodman Street, Nakara 
5.30pm 

DARWIN CITY COUNCIL CIVIC CENTRE 
 
 
1. Meeting Opened at 5:52pm  
 
2. Present 

Rick Setter     Community Representative 
Leigh Gregory       Community Representative 
Sue Pattiselanno     Community Representative 
Judy Miller     Community Representative 
Christine Silvester    Community Representative 
Angela Setter     Observer 
Alderman Garry Lambert   Elected Member, DCC  
Samantha French    Sister Cities Officer 
Mrs Johana Hursepuny    Guest-Ambon Teacher on Exchange 
Mrs Thien Hawks    Guest – Host Family 
 
Apologies 
Alderman Kerry Moir    Elected Member, DCC 
Ken Waugh     Community Representative 
Linda Fazldeen     Community Representative 
 

3. Minutes 
 

3.1   The minutes of the Ambon SCCC meeting held on 30 October 2008 
 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 

 
 (Silvester/Gregory), Carried 

 
4. Business Arising 
 

4.1. SMU5 Project  
• Chair advised the Committee that on Thursday 27 November 2008 

the Lord Mayor presented Kormilda College with a gift in recognition 
for their continued fundraising efforts for SMU5, Ambon. 

• The presentation was made at the Middle School assembly by the 
Lord Mayor and the Chair of the Ambon Sister City Committee. 
Jack Dowd and Rosemary Ashburner received the gift as the 
upcoming Year 8 leaders at Kormilda College, Middle School for 
2009.  

• Mrs Hurspuney attended this assembly also, she is an exchange 
teacher in Darwin from SMU5. 

• The Committee would like to encourage the Sister School 
relationship between SMU5 and Kormilda College by initiating a 
project that would bring students from SMU5 to Darwin for a short 
stay.   
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• The Chair will meet with the Principal of Kormilda College next 
week to hold preliminary discussions to establish their interest in 
this project.  

• It was suggested that the Ambon Sister City Committee provide 
funds for students to travel from Darwin to Ambon and return. 

• The Chair will ascertain during initial discussions with Kormilda 
College their interest in providing accommodation on campus and 
schooling for the students from SMU5 whilst in Darwin.  

• Suggestions were made to bring one male and one female student 
from Ambon, possibly during their school holidays if they fall within 
Territory School school terms.  

  
ACTION: The Chair to meet with Malcolm Pritchard and hold 
preliminary discussions to ascertain Kormilda College’s interest in 
being involved in this project.    
 

4.2. 2008/2010 Ambon Action Plan 
• The Ambon Action plan is to be listed on every agenda for 

committee information and to be kept up to date.  
 

4.3. Ambon SCCC Budget 
• SCO advised all carried forward funds for the Ambon SCCC were 

approved by Council. 
• A total of $5908 is available for future projects, however must be 

expended by 30 June 2009.  
 

5. General Arising 
 

5.1. Final meeting for 2008 
• SCO advised the Committee that contact has been made with the 

Mayor of Ambon to seek advice on Ambon’s participation at the 
2009 Arafura Games. 

• No reply has been received to date.  
 
ACTION: SCO to contact Hellen de Lima to enquire if any athletes from 
Ambon will be attending 2009 Arafura Games.  
 

5.2. Sister Cities Structure 
• The Committee were asked their views on the current Darwin City 

Council Sister Cities structure.  
• All members found the current structure provided a quicker turn 

around time for decisions and were generally please with the new 
structure. 

• The Chair did enquire if the Advisory Committees’ opinions will be 
sought regarding the Sister Cities Review. 

• Alderman Lambert informed the Committee that a specific Sister 
Cities Review had not taken place as yet.   The new structure was a 
direct outcome from a review of all of DCC’s committee structures 
by a Consultant.   
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ACTION: SCO to email all Ambon SCCC members and ask for their 
input on the new DCC Sister Cities structure.  
 

5.3. Indonesian Garden at CDU 
• The Committee were made aware of the Indonesian Garden at 

Charles Darwin University.  
• The Committee expressed an interest in being involved in this 

project, to acknowledge the strong ties between Darwin and 
Ambon. 

• It was suggested that the Ambon Sister City Committee contribute 
to the garden, by providing plants and/or artefacts for the garden 
project, specific to Ambon.  

• This item to be discussed further at the February 2009 Ambon 
meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT the Ambon Sister City Community 
Committee recommends to the Community Services Committee that a 
letter be written to Charles Darwin University to obtain further 
information about the Indonesian Garden Project and express interest 
by the Ambon Sister City Community Committee to contribute to this 
project. 
 
(Silvester/Setter), Carried  

 
6. Meeting Closed 

Meeting closed at 6:35pm 
 
7. Date and time of next meeting 

Date:   Thursday 12 February 2009  
Time:   5.00pm 
Venue:  Meeting Room 1 
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ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: NM 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

08C0168 SF:kl APPROVED: SF 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1496359 

 
SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE ANCHORAGE SISTER CITY COMMUNITY 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2008 WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
ITEM NO: 10.2.4
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The minutes of the Anchorage Sister City Community Committee meeting held on 4 
December 2008 with recommendations is presented to the Community Services 
Committee for their endorsement.  
 
GENERAL: 
 
The minutes of the Anchorage Sister City Community Committee meeting are 
presented to the Community Services Committee with the following 
recommendation: 
 

THAT the Anchorage Sister City Community Committee recommends to the 
Community Services Committee that the initial donation of children’s books be 
gifted from Council to Rabbit Creek Elementary School in Anchorage, Alaska. 

 
THAT the Anchorage Sister City Community Committee recommends to the 
Community Services Committee that the assortment of books donated to the 
University of Alaska stay together as a special collection at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. 
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Previous Decisions: 
 
DECISION NO.19\5866 (13/03/08) 

 
C. THAT $1000 be allocated from available funds toward the purchase of a 

special collection of books and materials on Darwin to be sent to the 
University of Alaska library in Anchorage, Alaska, as per the Anchorage 
Action Plan for 2005/2007. 

 
D. THAT $1000 be allocated from available funds toward the purchase of books 

and multimedia materials about Darwin to be distributed to the Anchorage 
school district, as per the Anchorage Action Plan for 2005/2007. 

 
REPORT:  
 
In the 2005/2007 Anchorage Action Plan it was identified that a number of 
opportunities exist to promote education opportunities both in Darwin and in 
Anchorage.     
 
Council endorsed at its meeting held in March 2008 that $2000 would be allocated 
from within Anchorage Sister City Community Committee budget toward the 
purchase of a special collection of books and materials with a Darwin/Northern 
Territory theme to be sent to the University of Alaska Anchorage and primary 
schools in Anchorage.  
 
It is hoped that this will initiate an opportunity for a return collection of books and 
materials to be established in Darwin, based on Anchorage.   The expected outcome 
for this would be to maintain links between Charles Darwin University, the University 
of Anchorage and primary schools in both countries. 
 
The Anchorage Committee at its December 2008 meeting recommended that the 
initial donation of children’s books be gifted from Council to Rabbit Creek Elementary 
School in Anchorage.  This school was chosen as there is a connection with the 
school through the Fire Fighter Exchange program.  
 
It was also recommended that the resource books for the University of Alaska 
Anchorage be kept together as a special collection.  
 
Committee advised that Alderman Jo Sangster and her family will be in Anchorage in 
December and will present the books to the Anchorage of Alaska Anchorage and to 
Rabbit Creek Elementary School, in her capacity as a Darwin City Council Elected 
Member. 
 
All the donated books have been posted to Anchorage and will be received by Jim 
Cunningham by December 2008.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Budget Item Number 05/224001/300 (W1582) 
 
The Anchorage Sister City Community Committee has an annual budget allocation 
of $4000 and $1820 carried forward from the 2007/2008 budget for committee 
projects. 
 
Total funds of $4532 is currently available to be spent, however must be expended 
by 30 June 2009. 
 
ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Action Plan of the Darwin City Council 2004 - 2008: 
 
6 COMMUNITY SERVICES 
6.1 Community Groups 
 
Goal: 
To have strong community groups and service programs that support a vibrant 
community. 
 
Strategies/Actions: 
Support appropriate community groups. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None applicable to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report.  There is potential media interest in any Council activity and Council’s Chief 
Officers Group review all reports.  Potential issues or any media interest is brought to 
the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No Community Safety implications for this report. 
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DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
No consultation required for this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
No public consultation require for this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 08C0168 entitled Minutes of The Anchorage Sister City 

Community Committee Meeting Held on 4 December 2008 With 
Recommendations, be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT the initial donation of children’s books be gifted from Council to Rabbit 

Creek Elementary School in Anchorage, Alaska. 
 
C. THAT the selection of resource books based on Darwin and the Northern 

Territory be donated to the University of Alaska Anchorage and remain together 
as a special collection at the University of Alaska Anchorage. 

 
 
 
SAMANTHA FRENCH JOHN BANKS
SISTER CITIES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Samantha French on 89300695 
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MINUTES 
 

ANCHORAGE SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday 4 December 2008 

5:00pm  
Meeting Room 1 

DARWIN CITY COUNCIL CIVIC CENTRE 
 

Meeting Opened 
Declared open at 5:15pm 

 
1. Present 

Michael Myers   Community Representative 
Greg Nettleton   Community Representative 
Kate Boyd     Community Representative 
Linda Fazldeen   Community Representative 
Sue Wainwright    Community Representative 
Angella Francis    Community Representative 
Alderman Garry Lambert   Elected Member, Darwin City Council 
Samantha French   Sister Cities Officer 
 

2. Apologies 
Alderman Rodger Dee  Elected Member, Darwin City Council 
Bill Hodge     Community Representative 
 

3. Minutes 
3.1 The minutes from the Anchorage Sister City meeting held on 23 

October 2008 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
(Francis/Fazldeen)       Carried 

 
4. Business Arising 

4.1 Anchorage University & Primary School Project 
• SCO advised the Committee that all donated books have been 

sent to Jim Cunningham in Anchorage. 
• Committee advised that Alderman Jo Sangster and her family 

will be in Anchorage in December and will present all the books 
whilst there in her capacity as a Darwin City Council Elected 
Member.  

• The Committee discussed which school would be gifted the 
children’s books. 

• A number of suggestions were made including donating books 
to remote schools in Anchorage. 

• As discussed in previous meetings, some of the children that 
have come to Darwin through the Fire Fighter Exchange 
program attend school in Anchorage at Rabbit Creek 
Elementary, therefore it was decided that the children’s books 
should be donated to that school. 

• The Australian resource books will be donated to the University 
of Alaska Anchorage. 

• This item to be discussed at a future meeting to determine if this 
project is one that the Committee would like to carry out 
annually.  
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RECOMMEDATION: THAT the Anchorage Sister Cities Community 
Committee recommends to the Community Services Committee 
that this initial donation of children’s books be gifted from Council to 
Rabbit Creek Elementary School in Anchorage, Alaska. 
 
(Boyd/Wainwright)      Carried 
 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT the Anchorage Sister Cities 
Community Committee recommends to the Community Services 
Committee that the assortment of books donated to the University 
of Alaska stay together as a special collection at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. 
 
(Boyd/Wainwright)      Carried 
 

4.2 2008/2010 Anchorage Action Plan 
• Greg Nettleton advised the Committee a phone conference was 

held between NTFSE and the Anchorage Fire Department to 
discuss the next rotation of exchange Fire Officers.  

• Some changes may be made to the next rotation of officers, due 
to the economic state of the world.  This has impacted greatly 
on the exchange program due to the rate of the Australian 
dollar. 

• NTFSE pay airfares and allowance to the Northern Territory Fire 
Officers and their family that go to Anchorage for 12 months. 

• Some discussion is being held in with regards to shorter 
exchanges. 

 
ACTION: SCO to update the Action Plan.  
 

4.3 Anchorage SCCC Budget 08/09 
• SCO advised that a total of $4532.82 is available in the budget 

for future projects, however must be expended by 30 June 
2009.  

 
4.4 Gift of Alaskan Flag 

• This item to be discussed further at our next scheduled meeting 
to determine a date appropriate for the flag presentation.  

 
4.5 2009 Sister Cities Fundraising Event 

• SCO advised the Committee that each of Council’s Sister Cities 
Committee have been informed of the proposed 2009 Sister 
Cities Fundraising Event. 

• Generally consensus by the Committee is that they are all very 
keen to progress this project and would be interested in making 
this an annual event. 

• SCO advised that the Deckchair Cinema has tentatively been 
booked for Thursday 2 July 2009.  This date falls on the same 
week as USA Independence Day, Territory Day and National 
Sister Cities Day.  

181

181



Page 3 
Minutes - Anchorage Sister City Community Committee Meeting 4/12/08 
 

• Thursday 9 July 2009 has also been booked tentatively as an 
alternative date for the event.  

• The Committee discussed how this event will be coordinated, 
and suggested that one member from each Committee form a 
sub Committee to plan for this event.  

• Further discussion to take place at the next meeting to progress 
a fundraising event.   

 
ACTION: SCO to determine the best way for this event to be 
coordinated by involving all 5 Sister Cities Community Committees. 
  

4.6 Youth Exchange 
• SCO advised the Committee that emails have been sent to a 

number of organizations, including Rotary, Lions, the 
Department of Education, and Future Farmers of America 
requesting information about their Youth Exchange programs 
and policies. 

• No responses have been received to date.  
• This item will be discussed again at the February 2009 

Anchorage Sister City Community Committee meeting.  
 

5. General Business  
 

5.1 Meeting Schedule – January to June 2009 
• The meeting schedule for January to June 2009 was endorsed 

by the Committee, no changes were made.  
 

5.2 Visits to Anchorage 
• Sue Wainwright advised the Committee that her planned visit to 

Anchorage has been postponed until the 13 January 2009.  She 
will be in Anchorage until the 26 January 2009. 

• Sue has offered to follow up any contacts in Anchorage that 
may be required to progress some of our projects. 

• Alderman Sangster and her family will be in Anchorage between 
the 22 December 2008 to the 28 January 2009 on annual leave. 

 
5.3 Mayor of Anchorage 

• The Committee were advised that the current Mayor of 
Anchorage, Mr Mark Begich, has been elected to the Senate, 
therefore there will be a new Mayor elected in the next year.  

 
6 Meeting Closed 

Closed at 5:50pm 
 

7 Date and Time of Next Meeting  
Date: Thursday 26 February 2009   
Time: 5:00pm  
Venue:  Meeting Room 1  
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DATE:    02/02/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 
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CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: NM 

 
REPORT  
NO: 
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COMMON  
NO: 
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SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE DILI SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2008 WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
ITEM NO: 10.2.5
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The minutes of the Dili Sister City Community Committee meeting held on the 25 
November 2008 with recommendations is presented to the Community Services 
Committee for their endorsement.  
 
GENERAL: 
 
The minutes of the Dili Sister City Community Committee meeting are presented to 
the Community Services Committee with the following recommendations: 
 

THAT the Sister Cities Officer prepare a briefing paper on hosting a Timor-
Leste Cultural event to be held on Timor-Leste Independence Day on 20 May 
2009. 
 
THAT the Dili Sister City Community Committee supports in principle the 
facilitation of a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July 
2009, to coincide with National Sister Cities Day. 

 
REPORT: 
 
Timor-Leste Cultural Day 
Discussions were held at the November 2008 Dili Sister City meeting that a Cultural 
Day be held in Darwin as a possible fundraising event.  This event would provide an 
opportunity for local residents to learn about Timor-Leste traditions, such as dance, 
food, craft and basket weaving. 
 
The Committee would like to program this event to coincide with Timor-Leste 
Independence Day on 20 May 2009. 
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This event was suggested as a way to complement the Museum and Art Gallery of 
the Northern Territory’s current display on Timor-Leste, providing yet another 
opportunity for local residents to continue to learn about our closest neighbour 
Timor-Leste and be involved in the Sister Cities program.  
 
All funds raised at this event would be used to further projects initiated thought 
Council’s Dili Sister City Community Committee. 
 
It was recommended that the Sister Cities Officer prepare a briefing paper on hosting 
a Timor-Leste Cultural event to be held on Timor-Leste Independence Day on 20 
May 2009. 
 
Combined Sister Cities Fundraising Event 
The Anchorage Sister City Community Committee proposed at their October 2008 
meeting that a major fundraising event be held involving all of Council’s Sister Cities 
Community Committees.  The Anchorage Committee discussed holding the event in 
the first 6 months of 2009.   
 
It was proposed that a film night be held at Deckchair Cinema, and that a feature film 
be shown or a number of short films be viewed based on Darwin’s Sister Cities.   
Other revenue raising ideas included selling raffle tickets or a silent auction with 
items donated by our Sister Cities and the sale of food and drinks.   
 
The Sister Cities Officer was to convey this idea each of the Sister Cities Community 
Committee at their next round of meetings.   
 
The Deckchair Cinema has been tentatively booked for Thursday 2 July 2009.  This 
date falls within the week celebrations are held for Territory Day (NT), Independence 
Day (USA) and National Sister Cities Day (Australia). 
 
The Dili Sister City Community Committee supports in principle the idea of the 
facilitation of a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July in 
celebration of National Sister Cities Day. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Budget Item Number 05/224001/300 (W1583) 
 
The Dili Sister City Community Committee has an annual budget allocation of $4000 
and $1253 carried forward from the 2007/2008 budget for committee projects. 
 
Total funds of $5253 are currently available to be spent, however must be expended 
by 30 June 2009. 
 

184

184



PAGE: 3 
REPORT NUMBER:  08C0167 SF:kl 
SUBJECT:  MINUTES OF THE DILI SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2008 WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Action Plan of the Darwin City Council 2004 - 2008: 
 
6 COMMUNITY SERVICES 
6.1 Community Groups 
 
Goal: 
To have strong community groups and service programs that support a vibrant 
community. 
 
Strategies/Actions: 
Support appropriate community groups. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None applicable to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report.  There is potential media interest in any Council activity and Council’s Chief 
Officers Group review all reports.  Potential issues or any media interest is brought to 
the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No Community Safety implications for this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
No consultation required for this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
No public consultation required for this report. 
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APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE: 
 
None pertaining to this report.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 08C0167 entitled Minutes of The Dili Sister City 

Community Committee Held on 25 November 2008 With Recommendations, be 
received and noted. 

 
B. THAT the Sister Cities Officer prepare a briefing paper on hosting a Timor-

Leste Cultural event to be held on Timor-Leste Independence Day on 20 May 
2009. 

 
C. THAT the Dili Sister City Community Committee supports in principle the 

facilitation of a combined Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July 
2009, to coincide with National Sister Cities Day. 

 
 
 
SAMANTHA FRENCH JOHN BANKS
SISTER CITIES OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Samantha French on 89300695 
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MINUTES 
 

DILI SISTER CITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday 25 November 2008 

12:30pm 
Chambers 

DARWIN CITY COUNCIL CIVIC CENTRE 
 
Meeting Open at 12:33pm 
 
1. Present 

Lynn Bigg     Community Representative 
Veronica Pereira     Community Representative 
Neil Chadwick    Community Representative 
Alderman Greg Jarvis   Elected Member 
Alderman John Bailey   Elected Member, DCC 
Christine Hughes    Observer 
Samantha French    Sister Cities Officer 
Kin Leong     Youth Service Officer 
 

2. Apologies 
Catherine Halkon    Community Representative 
Ana Gil     Community Representative 
Leigh Gregory    Community Representative 
 

3. Minutes 
 

SCO noted correction in 5.1 of the minutes from 7/10/08.  Fundasuan 
was spelt incorrectly, should have been Fundasaun. 
 
3.1 Minutes of the last Dili Sister City Community Committee 

meeting 7 October 2008. 
 
All minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
(Ald Bailey/Chadwick)     Carried 
 

4. Business Arising 
4.1 Teacher Training Program 

• Outgoing letter to Chief Executive of Department of 
Education and Training, Dr Kevin Gillan was accepted as 
information. 

• No response received by Council to date.  
 

4.2 The Asia Public Sector Linkages Program (PSLP)  
• SCO advised the Committee that a submission for funding 

will be progressed in February 2009 through the Asia 
Public Sector Linkages program. 

• DCC has appointed an Executive Officer to source grants 
and apply for funding that could be beneficial for specific 
projects.  

 
ACTION: SCO to forward to the Dili SCCC information 
obtained from the Grants Executive Officer regarding 
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possible funding for the proposed Teacher Mentoring 
program.  
 

4.3 2008/2010 Dili Action Plan  
• Action plan noted as an information item. 
• This is a standing item at every meeting.  
 

4.4 Fundasaun Hafoun Rai Timor (FHRT) – Budget Breakdown & 
Schedule 

• The Committee welcomed Kin Leong, Council’s Youth 
Services Officer to the meeting and the Chairman 
provided a brief outline of Dili projects including FHRT.  

• YSO provided a brief outline of the role of the Youth 
Advisory Group (YAG) and GRIND.  YAG members meet 
monthly and review any Council’s policies and projects 
that impact directly on the young people of Darwin. 

• The Committee advised YSO that the focus of the Dili 
SCCC this term will be on youth related projects, and 
expressed their desire to get youth involved. 

• YSO will raise at the next scheduled YAG meeting in 
February 2009 the proposed youth involvement in Sister 
Cities program and specifically the Dili Committee. 

• YSO proposed that a Dili SCCC member attend a future 
YAG meeting to discuss youth involvement in the Dili 
SCCC.  

• The Committee is keen to progress a number of projects 
with Dili. 

• It has been determined that to progress  these projects, a 
Council representative would need visit Dili and meet face 
to face with a number of organisations,  including FHRT 
and the Dili District Administrator, to re-establish contact 
between both cities.  

• Obtaining funding to cover the cost of travel between Dili 
and Darwin would prove beneficial to progress these 
projects also. 

• It was agreed that should any Committee members visit 
Dili in the upcoming months that they also hand deliver 
donated funds to Arte Moris and the Canossian Convent. 

 
ACTION: YSO to raise the proposed youth involvement in 
Council’s Sister Cities Program, and in particular the Dili 
SCCC, at the February 2009 YAG meeting.   

 
4.5 FHRT – Statutes & Bylaws  

• Discussed in item 4.4 
 
4.6 FHRT – Annual Action Plan 

• Discussed in time 4.4 
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4.7 Dili SCCC Budget 
• SCO advised the Committee that all carry forward funds 

have been endorsed by Council and a total of $5253 is 
available to be expended for future projects. 

• All funds must be expended by 30 June 2009. 
• The Committee decided that if any Dili members were 

travelling to Dili between now and February 2009 that they 
would hand deliver the funds to both Arte Moris and the 
Canossian Convent personally.  This may also provide an 
opportunity for some positive media.  

 
ACTION: SCO to progress payment of $600 to Arte Moris for the 
purchase of art materials and $600 for Sister Guilhermina Macal 
at the Canossian Convent in Balide, Dili for the purchase of 
sporting equipment as per previous decisions. 

 
5. General Business 

5.1 Opening of MAGNT exhibition 
• The Chair advised that she attended the launch of the 

MAGNT Timor-Leste Exhibition “From the Hands of 
Our Ancestors – Husi Bei Ala Timor Sira Nia Liman’.  

• At this launch the Chair discussed with Mr Abel 
Guterres, Consul General of Timor-Leste, Sydney a 
number of outstanding issues raised with the Deputy 
Prime Minister of Timor-Leste in meetings held in 
Darwin during the 2007 ASCA Conference.  In 
particular, obtaining the names of people who will be 
could travel to Darwin for on the job training with 
Council.   

• During discussions held in Darwin in October 2007, Mr 
Ruben Joao Braz De Carvalho, Dili District 
Administrator identified the following as priorities for 
the Dili Administration:  

o Solid waste management 
o Administration 
o Mechanics 
o Teaching – English as a second language 
o Road maintenance 
o Gardening – parks and gardens 
 

ACTION: SCO to forward email sent from the Chair to Mr Abel 
Guterres regarding the above mentioned item.  
 

5.2 Timor-Leste Cultural Day 
• A suggestion was made by a Committee member that 

a Cultural Day be held to provide an opportunity for 
local residents to learn about Timor-Leste traditions 
such as dance, food, craft and basket weaving. 
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• This was suggested as a possible fundraising 
opportunity involving local East Timorese families and 
organisations. 

• It was agreed in principle that, should this event take 
place, that it coincide with Timor-Leste Independence 
Day on 20 May.   

 
RECOMMMENDATION: THAT the Sister Cities Officer prepare 
a briefing paper on hosting a Timor-Leste Cultural event to be 
held on Timor-Leste Independence Day on 20 May.  
 
(Bigg/Ald Jarvis)      Carried 
 

5.3 2009 Sister Cities Fundraising Event  
• SCO advised the Committee that the Anchorage 

SCCC have proposed holding a major fundraising 
event involving all of Council’s Sister Cities 
Committees.   

• Deckchair Cinema has been tentatively booked for 
Thursday 2 July 2009 or Thursday 9 July. 

• It was proposed that a number of short films based on 
each of our Sister Cities be shown at a film night, and 
that food and drinks be sold, raffles or a silent auction 
be held during the evening. 

• Thursday 2 July has been chosen as the preferred 
date, as it falls within the week of National Sister Cities 
Day, USA Independence Day and is the middle of 
Darwin’s dry season, the perfect time of the year to 
hold an outdoor event.  

• The Dili SCCC support in principle the idea of an 
annual fundraising event involving all Sister Cities 
Committees. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT the Dili Sister City Community 
Committee support in principle the facilitation of a combined 
Sister Cities fundraising event on Thursday 2 July 2009, to 
coincide with National Sister Cities Day. 
 
(Bigg/Ald Bailey) 
 

6. Meeting Closed at 1.30pm  
 
7. Date and time of next meeting 

   Date:   TBA 
   Time:  12:30pm 

Venue: Meeting Room 1 
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
11.1 Outstanding Items 
 

 
ITEM 
NO. 

 
MEETING 
REQUESTED 

 
MEETING 
REQUIRED 

 
SUBJECT MATTER 

 
REASON FOR NON-
SUBMISSION 
REMARKS 

9.1.3 Ordinary 
Council  
30/05/06 
 
19\2938 

Not  
Specified 

Regulation Private Property 
Parking – The Development 
of a policy for the regulation 
of parking controls by 
Council on private land 

Further Report to December 
Community Services 
Committee Meeting  

8.3 Community 
Services 
14/07/08 
 
19\5092 
20\0437 

Not  
Specified 

Minister for Local Govt 
advising Current Public 
Library Agreement is 
Extended until 30 June 2011 
 
Strategic Directions 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting 

5.3 Ordinary 
Council  
15/05/08 
 
20\0128 

Not  
Specified 

Darwin City Council Five 
year Arts Plan 2008-2013 
- Detailed costing for the 
Strategies and activities 
contained within the draft 
Five Year Arts Plan and 
draft Public Art Policy and 
Strategic 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting 

5.9 D Special Council  
15/05/08 
 
20\0134 

Not  
Specified 

Charles Darwin University 
Aquatic Facilities Process 
update 
 
- Land parcels surrounding 
the CDU site to improve 
partnership with the 
University. 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting 

9.1.3 Ordinary 
Council  
27/05/08 
 
20\0202 

Not  
Specified 

Draft of Revised Disability 
Action Plan 2006 - 2010 
 
- provision of toilet facilities 
in public buildings and 
places with particular regard 
to disabled and unisex 
facilities . 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting 

 
(continued on next page…..) 
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
11.1 Outstanding Items 
 
(…..continued from previous page) 
 

 
ITEM 
NO. 

 
MEETING 
REQUESTED 

 
MEETING 
REQUIRED 

 
SUBJECT MATTER 

 
REASON FOR NON-
SUBMISSION 
REMARKS 

12.2 Ordinary 
Council  
10/06/08 
 
20\0306 

Not  
Specified 

Sister Cities Program 
Committee Structure 
 
- Status of the Friendship 
Relationships. 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting 

9.2 Community 
Services 
15/10/07 
 
19\5093 
 

Not  
Specified 

Regulatory Services Monthly 
Report for September 2007 
 
Application Enforcement of 
Council By-Laws on Crown 
Land in relation on 
Itinerants. 

Further Report to be submitted 
to a future Community 
Services Committee Meeting. 

 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve under delegated authority that information contained in 
Item 11.1 be received and noted. 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (09/02/09)  
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