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1 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 
 
 
 
 
2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
2.1 Apologies 
 
 
 
 
3 ELECTED MEMBERS CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 
 
 
 
4 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
Nil  
 
 
 
5 WITHDRAWAL OF ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve under delegated authority that all Information Items and 
Officers Reports to the Community Services Committee Meeting held on Monday, 15 
June, 2009, be received and all recommendations contained therein be adopted by 
general consent with the exception of Item Number ...... 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (15/06/09)  
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE PREVIOUS 
COMMUNITY SERVICES MEETING 

 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve that the minutes of the previous Community Services 
Committee Meeting held on Monday, 11 May, 2009, tabled by the Chairman, be 
received and confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings of that meeting. 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (15/06/09)  
 
 
 
 
7 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE 

PREVIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICES MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 
8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Nil  
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ENCL: NO 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    9/06/09
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A  APPROVED: JB 
 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KH 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0089 KH:mrg   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1517201 

 
SUBJECT: COMMUNITY SERVICES TEAM REPORT – MAY  2009 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.1
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with an update of activities undertaken within the 
Community Services program during May 2009.  It is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
This report provides an update of activities within the Cultural & Community Services 
portfolio and selected projects. Each Officer within the Community Services Team 
has prepared their own sections to appraise Council of operational activities.  
 
REPORT: 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGEMENT 
 
May has been an extremely active and dynamic month for the Community Services 
Team with substantial youth community consultation occurring for the Youth Energy 
Precinct, a delegation to Dili and recruitment and workforce development activities all 
taking place. 
 
Human Resources 
The position of Family & Children’s Services Coordinator has now been recruited for 
with the successful applicant, Ms Tanya Sellers commencing on July 20th 2009.  
Several interviews have also been held in order to manage the dry season casual 
staff requirements for Fun Bus relief and Fun In The Parks programming.   
 
As all staff working with children and young people are required to have current 
national police checks, the issue of having the checks processed in a timely manner 
has been problematic with some checks taking as long as 3 months to be processed.  
It is hoped the new Working With Children Checks when fully implemented across 
the Territory will alleviate some of these delays. 
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The Manager Community Services has been appointed Chairperson for the recently 
formed Workforce Planning Committee.  This committee will review and consider 
workplace policy development in the interests of all Council staff. 
 
Information Technology 
Representatives of the Community Services team met with Marketing & Public 
relations staff to forward community recommendations relating to functionality of 
Council’s web site.  The capacity to make real time facility bookings, community 
event resources, planning and resource information, online interactive Graffiti 
reporting and venue/ public space and permits have also been suggested to 
enhance community access to Council’s resources. 
 
Following the 08/09 carry forward of funds for Youth Projects, a number of Apple 
computers will be purchased this month to assist the Youth Projects Team action a 
number of activities contained within Council’s new Youth Strategy as well as  
progressing Grind-On-Line. 
 
Community Networks 
The Manager Community Services attended a public administration forum, entitled 
Indigenous Community Engagement, Where To From Here?  The forum presented 
by Mike Sizzler (Commander, Northern Territory Emergency Response Operations 
Centre) was very well attended and highlighted the critical need for government 
agencies and services to take time to develop relationships with communities and 
invest in engagement activities in addition to service delivery. 
 
Community Services staff met with Larrakia Aboriginal Corporation staff this month 
to discuss ways that our youth and arts programs might work more closely together 
in the future and possible projects that could be the basis of partnerships such as 
legal art programs and GRIND-on-line activities. 
 
The Community Services Team attended a special launch of the Corrugated Iron, 
Your Music Sux performance at the Darwin Entertainment Centre in the latter part of 
May. The performance highlighted the intrusion and impact of information technology 
on the lives of our community’s young people. 
 
Graffiti Management 
Community Services staff met with City of Palmerston and Building Services Staff to 
discuss the current graffiti management program.  Statistics are being collected each 
month which indicate hot spots, the number of requests for removal and the number 
of kits distributed for self removal by ward.  Council will undertake advertising 
activities to promote the free removal resources available at both Councils in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Community Services has been contributing to the development of a stakeholder 
graffiti management forum in which all key stakeholders will participate with the view 
to developing a shared way forward in graffiti management.  The forum is being 
coordinated by the Department of Justice and is scheduled for mid June. 
  
Secure Taxi Rank Project 
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Community and Cultural Services (CCS) continues to facilitate stakeholder 
engagement in the secure taxi rank project. 
 
The taxi rank consultancy is not yet concluded whilst Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure (DPI) has assured the CCS General Manager that the views of key 
stakeholders such as members of the Interagency Tasking Coordination Group 
(ITCG) and Territory Insurance Office will be incorporated into the consultancy. 
  
CCS will report to Council regarding the possibility of funding a rank via a levy on 
licensed premises in the Central Business District. 
 
Interagency Tasking Coordination Group 
CCS attended all ITCG meetings in May. 

 
Darwin Entertainment Centre 
CCS and the Northern Territory Government (NTG) have agree to negotiate a one-
year funding agreement for 2009-10 rather than a triennial to enable Darwin 
Entertainment Centre (DEC) to undertake a more rigorous and substantive strategic 
planning process to inform the basis for a three agreement at the commencement of 
the next financial year. 
 
CCS continues to meet regularly with DEC’s General Manager to provide information 
and support regarding forecast requirements and funding negotiation updates. 
 
Parap Site Re-development 
As reported previously, Strategic Leisure has furnished Council with a “Write-Back 
Brief” detailing the master plan for the Parap site re-development. The scope of the 
master plan will be extended to incorporate traffic management and urban 
enhancement issues associated with Ross Smith Avenue. 
 
CCS has formally requested NTG Sport and Recreation contribute to the Master 
Plan process and is still awaiting a response. 
 
East Point Military Museum 
CCS continues to engage with the Museum Advisory Group and, more particularly, 
the NTG Director of Museums, to clarify and progress the formative stages of 
planning for the redevelopment of the museum.  
 
East Point Reserve 
CCS contributed, in conjunction with Strategy and Outcomes and Infrastructure, to 
the development of an application for Federal heritage enhancement and 
preservation funding to refurbish aspects of East Point Reserve. 
 
 
 
Lyons Neighbourhood Building 
CCS continues to progress the Expression of Interest process with Contracts and 
Elton Consultancy  regarding the management of the Lyons Neighbourhood Building. 
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Strategic Land Use Plan 
CCS, in conjunction with Parks, participated in a consultation session with Elton 
Consulting in relation to the NTG’s Greater Darwin Region Strategic land Use Plan 
2025. 
 
Casuarina Business Precinct 
CCS continues to participate in the key stakeholder group oversighting the 
implementation of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
recommendations including contributing to the development of a Liquor Accord in 
conjunction with the expertise of the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission. 
 
Car Park Basketball 
CCS participated in the discussions with key youth agencies as well as 
Neighbourhood  Watch to assist the possible progression of Car Park basketball in 
the northern suburbs. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES (CSO)  
 
The Community Services Officer has carriage of disability services, community 
events, community grants, seniors and community development activities. 
 
Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) 
The Planning/Parking sub-committee of the Disability Advisory Committee met on 18 
May 2009.  Amongst the issues discussed at the meeting were the proposed 
improvements to be made to disability car parking spaces in the car park of 
Casuarina Plaza and access issues at Rapid Creek Business Village.  The minutes 
from the meeting will be presented to the next Disability Advisory Committee meeting 
which is scheduled for 18 June 2009.   
 
Community Grants Program 
Submissions for the funding of projects through the first round of the 2009/2010 
Community Grants Program were presented to Council’s May round of meetings. 
 
A total of 43 applications were received seeking grants for projects to the total of 
$242,854.62.  Projects were prioritised on the basis of outcomes in context of 
maximum benefit to the Darwin community and 13 applications were successful for 
either part or full funding to the total value of $42,682.00.  Cheques will be presented 
to successful applicants by Lord Mayor at a function to be held at 11.00am on Friday 
26 June 2009. 
 
Disability Awareness Week 2009 
Disability Awareness Week (DAW) is a week long program designed to highlight the 
achievements of people with a disability and the positive contributions they make 
to the Darwin community.  It also aims to raise public awareness on disability issues.  
This year Disability Awareness Week will be celebrated from Thursday 3 to Thursday 
10 September 2009.  The third planning meeting for DAW 2009 was held on 26 May 
and the attendance of 19 representatives from organisations across the sector gives 
an indication of the positive support for the week.  A varied program of events for the 
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week has been drawn up and work will shortly commence on the design of a poster 
and flyer.  Regular preparation meetings will continue until celebrations commence. 
 
Seniors Month 
Seniors Month is held in August every year in the Northern Territory and enables 
people and organisations to work together to promote active ageing whilst promoting 
a positive understanding of ageing in the community.  CSPO, in conjunction with 
Libraries Project Officer, has finalised Council’s program of events and activities that 
will be held during August 2009 for Seniors Month.  Council’s program of events has 
been supplied to Office of Senior Territorians for inclusion in a Seniors Month 
calendar of activities that is mailed to all Seniors Card holders Territory-wide.  Work 
has commenced on a poster and flyer promoting Council’s scheduled Seniors Month 
events.  
 
Inter-agency Networks 
• The Big Issue/Community Street Soccer Program 

CSO and Recreation Coordinator met with The Big Issue’s newly appointed 
representative in Darwin.  The Big Issue is an organisation that facilitates a 
magazine program and also a community street soccer program. Both programs 
benefit homeless and marginalised people and following successful 
implementation overseas and in other Australian states, the programs are now 
being introduced to the Territory.  The street soccer program will commence in 
Darwin in early July 2009 and a feasibility study is being carried out regarding the 
introduction of the magazine program to the Darwin area. 
 

• NT Falls Prevention Management Committee 
CSO represented Council at the NT Falls Prevention Management Committee 
which is convened by the Coordinator Safety and Injury Unit, Department of 
Health and Families.  The committee was formed last year in response to an 
identified need to promote communication and co-ordination of services in the NT 
that interact with our older community to address the significantly high rates of 
falls in the NT.  Meetings are held bi-monthly and discussions at the May meeting 
centred on proposed education and exercise programs to assist in falls 
prevention and the distribution of the booklet “Choose Health: Be Active” which is 
a physical activity guide for older Australians.  Following the meeting, the 
Committee was provided with a short tour of the upgraded facilities at the 
Masonic Homes Therapy Centre and Seniors Village in Tiwi. 
 

• Accessible Cinema – captioned and audio described movies 
CSO attended the launch of Accessible Cinema at CMAX Cinemas in Palmerston 
which provided information on captioned movies for the hearing impaired and 
audio described movies for the visually impaired.  Captioned movies for the 
hearing impaired are also available at Birch Carroll & Coyle Cinema in Casuarina.  
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ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) 
ACDAC’s second meeting for 2009 was held on 14 May 2009. The committee 
reviewed its membership and put forward suggestions for representatives from 
relevant agencies to whom a formal invitation will be made. It also made 
recommendations regarding the Chinatown Carpark Screening and the repair of the 
Traveller’s Walk mosaic. The next ACDAC meeting is scheduled for 18 June 2009. 
 
Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork – The HMS Beagle Ship Bell Chime 
Installation of the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork is nearing completion. 
Local musician Kris Keogh has been invited to compose the inaugural piece of music 
for the Bell Chime and will assist with the software setup and programming. A MIDI 
keyboard and wireless MIDI transmitter have been ordered which will allow for the 
bells to played by keyboard up to 30 feet from the PCE box (computer/bell interface) 
installed in the Community Services stairwell. 
 
On the advice of ACDAC, interpretative signage for the artwork is being prepared in 
conjunction with sign company Dot Dash. 
 
A media launch will be held outside the Civic Centre on Monday 29 June 2009 from 
10 – 11 am. This will include a presentation by the artist and a musical performance 
by local composer Kris Keogh. Morning tea will be provided. 
 
A public launch of the artwork will be held on Territory Day, Wednesday 1 July 2009 
at Civic Park, from 7.30 – 9 pm. Titled “Origins”, this major arts event is being 
coordinated by Corrugated Iron Youth Arts in conjunction with the Darwin Symphony 
Orchestra, Darwin Theatre Company, the Darwin Chorale and Charles Darwin 
University. The director Alex Ben Mayor has been profiled in the July edition of Off 
the Leash. Darwin City Council is a major sponsor of this event including providing 
in-kind support and publicity. 
 
Chime Conservatory 
During his visit to Darwin, artist Anton Hasell noted that the Dragon feature has been 
removed from the top of the Chime Conservatory sculpture. He intends to sculpt a 
new feature to be welded to the top of the sculpture. It has not been possible to 
determine the time and date of the incident as the top of the sculpture is not visible in 
the CCTV footage. 
 
Recycled Art Program 
A Recycled Art Program will be established by Darwin City Council in conjunction 
with other stakeholders in 2009-2010. Intended to raise awareness about recycling, 
the program will include the development of a webpage with relevant information, a 
Public Art workshop focusing on Recycled Art, a major Public Art project using 
Recycled materials, a public exhibition of works in Council facilities and a Council 
hosted function recognising achievement in recycling. 
 
Consultation with stakeholders began in late 2008 and will continue as the program 
is established. 
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Arts NT Special Purpose Grant 
Darwin City Council has been granted $10,000 by Arts NT towards the professional 
development of its Arts workers including the Arts and Cultural Development Officer 
and an artist employed as a Public Art Manager to oversee a major Public Art project 
for the CBD. This project will be undertaken under the mentorship of Cathy Hunt 
from Positive Solutions, who worked with Council on the Five Year Arts Plan 2008-
2013. It is likely that this Public Art project will tie into the Recycled Art Program. 
 
Live Music at Casuarina Library  
Casuarina Library will continue its live music program throughout the year and in 
December will conduct a review of the program. Feedback has been very positive 
from library goers and performers alike. The monthly programs can be accessed 
online at http://www.darwin.nt.gov.au/aboutdarwin/musiclibraries.htm 
 
Traveller’s Walk Mosaic 
Advice is being sought from a local artist regarding the repair of the Traveller’s Walk 
mosaic.  
 
Interagency Networks 
The Arts and Cultural Development Officer attended a number of community events 
including the Arts Vision Forum facilitated by Arts NT on 14 May, the Australia 
Council forum on the Indigenous Australian Art Commercial Code of Conduct on 25 
May, and the National Human Rights Consultation on 1 June. 
 
YOUTH PROJECTS 
 
The Youth Projects section facilitates involvement of young people in Council’s 
processes and decision making, creates and hosts youth exclusive events and 
activities in partnership with young people, hosts a Youth Services trainee position, 
advocates for the needs of young people and coordinates youth specific community 
information tools. 
 
GRIND 
GRIND continues to meet regularly.  The GRIND website has gone live and can be 
viewed at www.grindonline.com.au .  GRIND is fine tuning the website with Capovate 
with the aim to have the site ready for the school holidays for GRIND team members 
to upload content.  GRIND elected its editors for 2009. 
 
GRIND obtained media passes for team members to attend BASSINTHEGRASS 
and interviewed members of Augie March for publication. 
 
GRIND meets every second Thursday of the month and has informal weekly 
meetings in the Youth Space every other Thursday. 
 
Youth Advisory Group (YAG) 
The Youth Advisory Group met in May with Strategic Leisure and presented their 
views and input on the Youth Energy Precinct (YEP).  Strategic Leisure provided 
YAG with an update on the progress of the YEP consultation process and outlined 
further activities and up coming milestones to be achieved. 
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Youth Services Trainee 
The Youth Services Trainee continues to assist Youth Services in all its projects, of 
particular note this month was the trainees assistance in the many consultation 
activities during May in regards to YEP.   
 
Youth Energy Precinct (YEP) 
Youth Services continues to work with Strategic Leisure to gather input, views and 
feedback from young people in relation to YEP.  Key consultation activities in May 
included: 
 
YAG 
Strategic Leisure met with YAG and gathered their views on what they envisaged a 
Youth Energy Precinct could be and what it might include. 
 
Visioning Workshop 
Strategic Leisure facilitated a visioning workshop with members of the youth 
community, Government and non-government sector.  The workshop attracted a 
diverse group with representatives from the Government’s youth sector including the 
Youth Round Table and the non-government sector with representatives from Red 
Cross, Darwin Community Arts, Mission Australia, Multicultural Council NT, 
Melaleuca Refugee Centre, United Nations Youth Association, The SHAK and a 
number of High and Middle Schools 
 
Government Workshop 
Strategic Leisure met with a number of NT Government Departments including The 
Office of Youth Affairs, NT Police Youth Diversion Unit, Health & Families, Education 
and Training in a dedicated workshop. 
 
Individual Organisations 
Strategic Leisure met with the following organisations on site to get a feel for 
services that currently exist in the Darwin area, The SHAK, Police and Community 
Youth Club, Corrugated Iron Youth Arts, Casuarina Square Management and 
Palmerston City Council. 
 
Casuarina Square Consult 
YAG, GRIND and the YEP Youth Consult Team formed a team of 30 people and set 
up a feedback stall in Casuarina Square Shopping Centre on Friday 15 May to 
directly seek the input and feedback of young people on YEP.  Over 200 face to face 
surveys were completed in four hours.  A particular feature of the consult included a 
mobile e-kiosk which featured three small e-PCs that allowed young people to 
participate directly with the online version of the survey. 
 
Online 
Youth Services created an online survey http://grindonline.com.au/yepsurvey/ 
accessible via the GRIND website and Darwin City Council’s homepage 
 
School Visits 
Youth Services and the YEP Youth Consult Team presented YEP and solicited 
feedback from Darwin’s High and Middle Schools and a number of Primary Schools. 
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Interagency Networks 
DARWWYN 
YSO attended the first DARWWYN meeting hosted by Human Services Training 
Advisory Council Inc (HSTAC).  The issue of mandatory reporting of underage 
sexual activity was highlighted for action at this meeting. 
 
Youth Housing Forum 
YSO attended a planning session for a Youth Homelessness Forum to be hosted by 
NT Shelter and Palmerston City Council 
 
CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
Staff recruitment 
Following the resignation of the Family and Children’s Services Coordinator, a new 
experienced Officer has been recruited and will commence in mid July.   
 
Community Centres 
Council's Community Centres at Malak (MCC) and Nightcliff (NCC) continue to 
operate at capacity under the effective management of user groups and tenants in 
partnership with Council.  
 
Demand for the meeting room at NCC continues to be very high with constant 
requests to provide an air-conditioned venue for meetings and other small 
gatherings. The meeting room is heavily booked by long term tenants who have 
office space leased at the centre. Due to the high demand from the tenants this 
leaves limited capacity for casual user access. The availability of air conditioned low 
cost meeting rooms is identified as a current unmet community need as the NCC 
meeting room is booked to maximum capacity.  
 
Malak Community Centre small hall has been identified as a possible option to air-
condition. Currently Malak is not utilised to a maximum level due to being a non air-
conditioned venue. Community Services staff are working with Building Services to 
identify possible funding sources to improve this venue and respond to community 
need. 
  
Fun Bus  
The Fun Bus continues to provide high quality mobile play group services for 
children 0 to 5 years, their parents and carers.  Operating weekday mornings in 
parks and reserves for 40 weeks annually, the Fun Bus is now delivering its Dry 
season program:   
 
Monday - Bagot Community 
Tuesday - Old McMillans Park Coconut Grove 
Wednesday - Water Gardens Jingili 
Thursday - Malak Caravan Park Malak  
 Friday - Civic Park Darwin  
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Fun in the Parks  
Council’s Fun in the Parks is school holiday program focused on the Primary school 
age group and held at various ovals and parks around Darwin so children can attend 
a venue close to where they live.  The program operates from 10am to 12.30pm 
every Monday Wednesday and Friday of the school holidays 
 
Child Care Centres 
Council sponsors seven Child Care Centres in the provision and maintenance of the 
buildings. Council also assists Centre's in obtaining grants from the NT and 
Commonwealth Governments and project manages the works where applicable.  
Council is assisting the Malak Family Centre with documentation to help with the 
certification for building works in the toddler's room that has been an ongoing issue 
for over four years. The works to this room were not completed by Council and as 
such, proved a problem when the works were not certified.  
 
SISTER CITIES PROGRAM 
 
Sister Cities Delegation to Timor-Leste (27 – 30 May 2009) 
The Lord Mayor, Alderman John Bailey and Alderman Greg Jarvis accompanied the 
Chief Minister to Dili, Timor-Leste as part of the official Northern Territory 
Government business delegation from the 27-30th May 2009. 
 
A group of 2 Council Officers, 3 Dili Sister City Community Committee Members and 
1 Youth Representative also visited Dili between 27-30 May. 
 
During their 3 day visit in Dili, all delegates including the Elected Members met with a 
number of Government representatives and community groups to discuss 
establishing Sister Cities projects that will benefit both cities.   The focus of this visit 
was to establish communication and connections with NGO’s and other Community 
groups that work specifically with the youth of Dili and initiate long term relationships 
between the young people of Darwin and the young people of Dili. 
 
A further report on the visit to Dili will be submitted to Council in the near future.  
 
Sister Cities at the 2009 Greek Glenti (6-7 June 2009) 
Since 1982, Darwin City has enjoyed a sister city relationship with Kalymnos, 
Greece.  Darwin City Council through the Sister Cities program will have a 
promotional static display in the cultural tent at the Greek Glenti this weekend 
(Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th June) and will also be selling traditional Greek dishes at 
the event.  The Glenti presents a unique opportunity to promote the strong 
relationship between Kalymnos and Darwin, Council’s Sister Cities program and the 
re-establishment of the Kalymnos Sister City Committee.  
 
All the proceeds from the sale of food will be used to purchase Kalymnian artefacts, 
books and other items to start the collection of objects for the Kalymnos Museum 
project initiative.  
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Community Development staff, Elected Members and Community representatives 
from the Kalymnos Sister City Community Committee have volunteered their time 
over the weekend to help “man” the food stall at these years Glenti.  
 
RECREATION SERVICES 
 
Playgrounds & Exercise Stations 
Urban Enhancement Program (UEP) – three additional parks have been nominated 
for upgrade before the Northern Territory Government’s UEP ceases in June 2009. 
The three parks are: 
 

• Worgan Park – Fannie Bay 
• McDonald Park – Parap 
• Hinkler Park – Parap 
 

Community consultation has been completed for these three parks and equipment 
will be installed in June. 
 
Nightcliff Foreshore Exercise Stations and Historical Markers – the successful 
contractor has been engaged to supply and install the exercise equipment at 
Nightcliff. Omnitech will be working with local Landscape Architects, Clouston and 
Associates, to arrange the supply and install in the coming months. Due to the 
equipment being sourced from Europe for its quality, installation is not expected to 
commence until July with completion by 13 August. 
 
This will bring to a total of 11 playgrounds upgraded in 2008/09 and the first set of 
exercise stations in the Northern Territory will also be completed. 
 
FREEPS 2009, 3 – 6pm on dates as below 
• Sat 2 May – Nightcliff Foreshore as part of Seabreeze Festival 
• Sun 10 May – Marrara Central as part of Arafura Games 
• Sun 16 August – Jingili Water Gardens Regional Playground 
• Sun 13 Sept  – Casuarina Swimming Pool  
 
Both May events went well.  Numbers at Seabreeze may have been impacted 
slightly due to the scheduling of the Opening of the Wave Pool.  Location of FREEPS 
at Arafura Games was somewhat hidden from public view due to solid fencing, so 
participation was lower than anticipated compared to similar events. 
 
Arafura Games 2009 
Council’s involvement in the 2009 Arafura Games involved arrangements for the use 
of Casuarina Swimming Pool for training and competition, road closures for cycling 
and triathlon events and placement of signage being organised between Recreation 
Services, Regulatory Services and Customer Services. 
 
Bagot Oval 
Tenders have been received for the upgrade of Bagot Oval and the Recreation 
Team has advised the user group (FFNT) regarding a minor shortfall in funding. 
FFNT is pursuing a facilities grant through NTG and we are awaiting an outcome. 
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Nakara Oval Lights 
Negotiations are continuing with the user group (FFNT) regarding the installation of 
lights at Nakara Oval. Two plans will be made available for Council’s consideration. 
Option one will involve lights in the centre of the oval which will restrict use to soccer 
only and therefore the oval will not be able to be used by any other sport and half of 
the space will be wasted. Option 2 will involve lights on the perimeter of the oval 
allowing greater flexibility for the entire community. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertinent to this report. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal   Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative 

Relationships 
Outcome Effectively engage with community 
Key Strategies   
  Develop ways in which Council can enhance relationships and 
  work collaboratively with Community Groups 
 
Goal   Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome Facilitate community access and inclusion 
Key Strategies 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for the community to access services and 

facilities 
5.1.2 Encourage employment opportunities within the Council for 

marginalised members of the community 
5.1.3  Improve access for people with disabilities 
5.1.5  Improve coordination with residents and other service providers 
 
Goal   Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome Promote Darwin’s culture 
Key Strategies 
5.2.1 Promote and support activities and programs that celebrate cultural 

diversity 
5.2.2   Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
Outcome Support harmony within the community 
5.3.1   Develop and support programs to promote community spirit, cohesion    
  and safety 
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Goal  Promote Brand Darwin  
Outcome Promote our Darwin city  
Key Strategies 
6.2.4  Strengthen international relationships through Sister Cities and other 

 activities 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertinent to this report.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
No immediate public relations implications have been identified in respect to this 
report however there is potential media interest in any Council activity.  Council's 
Chief Officers Group review all reports and potential issues or media interest is 
brought to the attention of the General Manager, Cultural & Community Services. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil.  This report is informational. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
This report is presented for information only. 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Each Community Service Team Officer has contributed to this report. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Not pertinent to this report. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report number 09C0089 KH:ems entitled Community Services Team Report  
– May 2009, be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
KATIE HEARN JOHN BANKS
MANAGER COMMUNITY SERVICES GENERAL MANAGER

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Katie Hearn on 8930 0560. 
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SUBJECT: REGULATORY SERVICES MONTHLY UPDATE – MAY 2000 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.2
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with an update of activities undertaken within the 
Regulatory Services Section during May 2009.  It is presented for Council’s 
information. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
PARKING 

 
CBD Parking  

 
Regulatory Services continued to regulate CBD parking with a full complement of 
officers rotating through all areas of the City and Council car parks. Officers actively 
patrolled the Smith Street Mall to ensure By-law breaches were not occurring 
including the regulation of buskers with the appropriate permit.  One new staff 
member was employed. 

. 
Suburban Parking 
 
A dedicated Suburban Officer conducted daily Suburban enforcement patrols of 
Nightcliff, Casuarina, Parap, Cullen Bay, Fannie Bay, Alawa, Hibiscus, Karama, 
Rapid Creek and Stuart Park. The Suburban Officer regulated all disabled bays, 
timed zones and any traffic offence complaints received from the public.  
 
As a result of numerous complaints being received by Council in relation to vehicles 
parking in disabled bays without permits Council has increased its regular daily 
patrols through both the Nightcliff and Casuarina Shopping centres to ensure 
appropriate permits are displayed. 
 
GENERALS 
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During the month of May a dedicated Generals Officer was responsible for actioning 
notices for abandoned vehicles, long grass, and litter complaints and a full range of 
By-Law offences. Regulatory Services is continuing to work closely with the Manager 
of Infrastructure in relation to long grass complaints and relative procedures to 
provide a better level of customer service and to meet appropriate timeframes for the 
finalisation of jobs.  
 
2 officers are permanently rostered on during Sunday markets to regulate parking at 
Rapid Creek between 9am-1pm as a response to numerous complaints relating to 
illegal parking in the immediate market area. This enforcement action has seen a 
significant decrease in parking breaches occurring during the market period. 
 
PUBLIC PLACES 
 
The aim of the public places program is to minimise breaches of By Law 103, in 
particular persons camping/sleeping in public places and the obstruction of public 
facilities. Officers work in conjunction with Police to keep the problem of anti social 
behaviour in the municipality to a minimum. 

 
Public Places Officers noticed a large number of interstate and overseas campers 
arriving in Darwin in the early stages of the dry season. New information sheets have 
been printed informing campers and visitors of Council By-Laws.  The information 
sheets have been distributed to all hostels within the city, in person to all campers at 
Mindil Beach, Vesteys and East Point Reserve and also on various Travel internet 
sites. 

 
ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 
 
There were no significant dog attacks recorded during the month of May. 
 
The Council Dog Registrations Officer conducted household checks for unregistered 
animals in the northern suburbs. This resulted in an increase in registrations and 
licences to house more than two dogs. This was supported by a administration 
officer who contacted customers by telephone reinforcing the compliance issues with 
dog registrations. 
 
Several Animal control Officers attended a Dog Bite Symposium on the 22 May at 
the Convention Centre in conjunction with the 2009 A.V.A Conference. This proved 
to be a rewarding experience with the attendees gaining valuable information  which 
will contribute to their development as Animal Management Officers. 
 
Animal Education 
 
Council’s Animal Education Officer deals specifically with education initiatives and is 
currently developing a range of educational programs for use: 
 

• in schools  
• during public events 
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• at Council libraries and  
• at public facilities including Casuarina Square. 

 
On Sunday 17 May 2009 Council Officers participated in the RSPCA’s Million Paws 
Walk. Officers provided advice to members of the public on responsible pet 
ownership in conjunction with legal requirements associated with pet ownership 
within the Darwin municipality. Show bags containing Council’s responsible dog 
ownership information, (prove that you love me campaign) and give-aways were 
distributed.  
 
Council continued to work closely with the RSPCA, by providing 250 paper bags for 
the Million Paws Walk registration packs for use on the day.   
 
Planning is underway to map out the Education Programme for the coming year, 
including opportunities for promotion of Council’s Animal Management Plan and By-
laws at events and venues across Darwin.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT report number 09C0090 DN:mrg, entitled Regulatory Services Monthly Update  
– May 2009, be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAVE NEALL JOHN BANKS
MANAGER REGULATORY SERVICES GENERAL MANAGER

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Dave Neall on 8930 0421. 
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SUBJECT: LIBRARIES INFORMATION UPDATE FOR APRIL AND MAY 2009 

 
 
ITEM NO:  9.3
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report is the result of a request for a monthly report detailing events and 
comments relating to Darwin City Council Libraries (DCCL) to be presented to each 
Community Services Committee meeting. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Music in the library program at the Casuarina Library has proved very popular with a 
growing waiting list of established and emerging musicians eager to be part of the 
program. This program resulted as an initiative by Council’s Arts & Cultural 
Development Officer. Each Friday lunchtime Casuarina Library hosts a 
singer/musician who entertains our library customers. 
 
City Library conducted a library tour for 8 Telstra trainees, the tour included a library  
familiarisation and each trainee was given tasks to complete using the online 
databases and the reference tools set up on the Internet PCs. 
 
City Library has a young student volunteering for the Duke of  Edinburgh. She comes 
in on Saturday mornings. 
 
Manager Nightcliff Library is currently reviewing the Northern Territory and Aboriginal 
collections. This is a project to review the collections and a report will be produced to 
ascertain how best to maintain and utilise the collections. 
 
Nightcliff Library has installed a water bubbler for the library customers. 
 
Training sessions in using the Internet are ongoing at the Nightcliff, Casuarina and 
City libraries. Numbers are small but we have regular interest and a need for this 
training. 
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As part of February’s Library Lovers month promotion, every child who borrowed a 
picture book automatically went into the draw to win tickets to meet Dorothy the 
Dinosaur and stay for her show on Easter Sunday (12 April) at the DEC.  Twenty 
tickets, compliments of the Wiggles, were drawn from 2418 entries.  All the feedback 
was positive from the mums and dads who took advantage of the photo opportunity 
and enjoyed the show afterwards. 
 
The relatively short lead-in time for songwriter/satirist Bruce Watson’s performance 
at the Nightcliff Library may have kept the audience small, but those who attended 
enjoyed his performance and the morning tea that followed.  Bruce appreciated the 
opportunity to perform in such a ‘different’ environment as the library. 
 
Jasmine Jan’s Pen & Ink Drawing Workshop was held at Casuarina Library on 17 
May. As always, Jasmine’s workshop was fully booked long before the event, so 
didn’t need too much promotion.  Her art workshops are always successful and at 
this stage, budget permitting, we are looking at a series of her workshops in 
November. 
 
In May libraries all over Australia celebrate Library and  Information Week – 25 to 31 
May. Our program of events included: A Reference Quiz & online database and  
catalogue demonstrations. Also, a special story time at Karama with a crocodile from 
Crocodylus Park which attracted 50 children into the library. City Library had special  
Hippo Story time to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the book “There’s a hippo on 
my roof eating cake” by Hazel Edwards. Hazel came to the story time and read to 
the children, also ceremoniously cutting the Hippo’s 30th birthday cake. The kids and 
their parents loved her. 
 
National Simultaneous Storytime was held at Casuarina and the  City Libraries on 
Wednesday 27 May. This is an event held throughout Australia and the book read 
this year was “Pete the Sheep” by Jackie French. Crèche’s and childcare groups 
were invited to participate in the morning. 

 
A  ‘Non-boring’ Family History writing workshop with Hazel Edwards was held at the 
City Library in the theatrette.   Seventeen people attended for the all day workshop. 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES: 
 
Easter was celebrated at all libraries with the Easter Bunny making an appearance 
at all libraries’ story times & a special visit to the COG, middle managers meeting at 
Casuarina.  
 
On 24 April Casuarina Library hosted a Twilight Evening after library hours in the 
library meeting room to celebrate the release of the movie “Twilight” on DVD. It was 
a great success with 47 young people attending and enjoying a variety of activities. 
There was a quiz, games, pizza and then the movie was shown.  
 
Kaos continues at Karama Library on the 4th Wednesday of each month. Twelve 
children attended in April and 15 in May.  
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April Holiday Program was held at all libraries. The theme was  “Puppets”  and the 
Miss Ophelia's Shadow Theatre went to each library for a performance. The children 
got to make a puppet with a total of 162 children participating in the program.  
 
Casuarina Library invited Liz Cruise from NT Royal Life Saving Association to come 
to our Babes n Books story time to promote their free Water Safety awareness 
program for children under five years of age. 
 
Questacon science play show for 2 to 5 year olds went to Karama and the City 
Libraries in May and will be going to Nightcliff and Casuarina in June. It is provided 
free of charge by the Federal government and the libraries organised children from 
the Murraya Children’s Centre and Karama Childcare Centre to attend the Karama 
Library. Forty-eight children came to the City from the local crèche. The event was 
extremely popular as it’s a great introduction to science for young children. 
 
Captain Crabclaw  Pirate Party was held in the Casuarina Library meeting room on 
Sunday 24 May. Visiting authors David and Frances presented a treasure chest of 
adventure and fun for apprentice pirates. There was also drawing by David, the 
illustrator of the book, swashbuckling story telling, adventure trails and hearty songs. 
Some came dressed in their best pirate gear and joined Captain Crabclaw on his 
pirate ship, the Speedy Squid. A great afternoon had by all! A big thank you goes to 
The Little Big Book Club and Angus & Robertson who sponsored the event.  
 
Nick Bland a local children’s author held  writers workshops at the City Library to 
promote the Young Territory Author Awards on Tuesday 26 May. Six teachers and 
64 kids attended the workshops. All the children got an exercise book and some 
ideas to create a short story during the session which yielded interesting results, so 
Nick told us later on.  
 
Local author Barry Jonsberg held a writers workshop after school at Casuarina 
Library on Thursday 28 May  for children interested in entering the Young Territory 
Author Awards. Twenty-seven children participated in the workshop. 

 
DISPLAYS: 
 
Ruby Gaea House - Darwin Centre Against Rape held the launch of Sexual 
Awareness month at Casuarina Library. A display was also mounted in the glass 
display cabinets. NAPCAN: Preventing Child Abuse presented a workshop for 
parents and interested members of the public on Protecting Children from Sexual 
Abuse, in the meeting room during the month. 
 
Other displays throughout the four libraries were: 
 
Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee Young Territory Author Awards  
Twilight Evening     The Big Gig  
Captain Crabclaw     Easter 
Gardens in Pots    Dinosaurs 
Food      Hazel Edwards 
Rock Star – Kristin Weidenbach  National Simultaneous story time 
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Barry Jonsberg writers workshop   How To, Where To, Learn To! 
Anzac Day     Bears 
Youth week     A Journey Through Food 
Library and Information Week  Australian Animals 
Under the sea    Families/Multicultural 
 
STAFF TRAINING: 
DCCL reinstated the in-house program of staff development and training in May. The 
program had been put on hold while Casuarina was refurbished and the subsequent 
changes that have occurred to the way we operate at Casuarina. A full year program 
has been developed and staff nominate which training they attend each month.  Staff 
response to this month’s training was good, feedback was specific and highlighted 
that new knowledge was gained from the following: 
 
End Processing Training   Readers Advisory  
Reader Request online   Mending 
Story time sessions    Xbox/Play Station 
Fire Warden training   General ledger training 
 
Children & Youth Services Team attended the Children & Youth Services  
storytelling workshop with Sally Howarth and Claudine Garonzi.  
 
Other training attended included: 
 
Virtua Searching Refresher Training conducted by  Northern Territory Library Virtua 
support staff. 
 
A library visit to the Police, Fire & Emergency Services Library. 
 
Information Act Training  conducted by the DCC Information Manager. 
 
Mediation Training conducted by the Employee Assistance Service (EAS). 
 
First aid training conducted by Australian Red Cross. 
 
A two day New Supervisor’s course held at Charles Darwin University. 
 
Cross Cultural Awareness training conducted by staff from the Melaleuca Refugee 
Centre. 
 
Graduate Librarian attended the Youth Energy Precinct (YEP) Youth Visioning 
Workshop. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/VIRTUA: 
Met with web designer Michael Hawkes from Captovate, and relevant staff from all 
Council departments to begin planning for a new Council website. Consultation and 
input from all library staff will be encouraged so the libraries will ultimately end up 
with a website that is attractive, informative and easy to navigate. 
 
DCC Communications and Marketing Officer has assisted library staff with the 
current set up of the libraries Online Resources and Online Public Access 
Computers websites, as well as history and how to improve what we have now. 
 
Meeting with Northern Territory Library Virtua support staff about options currently 
existing to alter the email form for the Online Catalogue. Changes identified were 
implemented, and so far feedback has been positive. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal  Enhance Darwin’s active, positive and flexible lifestyle 
 
Outcome Increase recreational, cultural and heritage experiences 
 
Key Strategies 
2.2.1   Enhance library facilities 
 
 
Goal  Enhance Darwin’s active, positive and flexible lifestyle 
 
Outcome Promote family friendly & healthy activities 
 
Key Strategies 
2.3.3 Provide facilities and resources that promote Darwin as a city rich in 

culture, harmony and diversity. 
 
 
Goal  Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community 
 
Outcome Facilitate community access and inclusion 
 
Key Strategies 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for the community to access services and 

facilities 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
That Report Number 09P0007 KC:md entitled Libraries Information Update for April  
and May 2009, be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
KAREN CONWAY                                          JOHN BANKS 
MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES                             GENERAL MANAGER 

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Karen Conway on extension 8930 
0210. 
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SUBJECT: OVERVIEW OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NT 

GOVERNMENT'S REVIEW OF THE COMMERCIAL PASSENGER 
VEHICLE INDUSTRY 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.4
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides an overview of the recommendations emerging from the NT 
Government’s recent review of the commercial passenger industry review. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
In April 2009 the NT Government Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DPI) 
concluded its review of the Commercial Passenger Vehicle (CPV) industry in the NT. 
 
SCOPE 
 

• review of jurisdictional and international CPV regulatory environments 
• analysis of current regulatory regime and the provision of alternatives 
• review of existing taxi licensing, regulatory and incentive regimes 
• analysis of transferability of CPV licenses 
• analysis of effect of capping taxi numbers and methods of allocation 
• analysis of effect of multiple CPV licenses by single operators and the impact 

upon those entering the market 
• analysis of role of CPC Board  
• analysis of training, testing and licensing requirements for CPV drivers 

 
METHOD 
 

• extensive consultation across all CPV sectors and service recipient sectors 
• aggregation of core issues relevant to most parties 

 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 
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• To declare three licence categories instead of the current nine. The intention 
is to provide a clear division between the service types expected by 
passengers – taxi, bus and individually chartered transport – while allowing 
the industry to respond flexibly in providing services for meet customer needs. 
The existing ranking requirements for minibuses and private hire vehicles will 
remain. 

 
• To create a long term industry investment fund which will provide for training, 

equity of access and some physical infrastructure. 
 

• To reduce gradually the “cap ratio” in order to better match a demand for, and 
supply of, taxis. The reduction will be on a trial basis and industry data will be 
sued to monitor the effect of a gradual increase in the availability of taxi 
licenses and the effect on meeting shortfalls in supply. This is not deregulation 
of the industry. 

 
• To introduce a rigorous, standards-based accreditation regime that ensures 

only suitably capable and established entities can become CPV operators and 
drivers. This would be overseen with regulated processes that monitor 
industry performance to ensure licence holders deliver services in accordance 
with their licence conditions. 

 
• To clarify regulations so that compliance by the industry is simpler and that 

regulatory enforcement by DPI can become more proactive. 
 

• To restructure the CPV Board to ensure representation of taxi operators 
chartered and bus sector operators, as well as passenger and driver groups. 
This would include a commitment by DPI to senior staff representation who 
can inform the discussion and respond quickly. The Board would focus on 
strategic issues and encourage groups to form in each major centre, aiming to 
assist local and immediate issues. 

 
These recommendations formed the basis of further consultations with CPV industry 
stakeholders which concluded at the end of May. DPI is currently collating the 
outcomes of the review, preliminary recommendations and consultations in order to 
provide advice to the Minister for Transport. The final recommendations in relation to 
the CPV industry will be available in “due course” with substantial work still to be 
undertaken to complete the review process.1 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
                                                
1 Discussion with Katherine Matarazzo, DPI officer, on June 2 2009 
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The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Nil 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 09C0093 AF:kl entitled Overview of the Recommendations of  
the NT Government’s Review of the Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry, be  
received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
ANNIE FARRELL JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER 

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Annie Farrell on 8930 0404 
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SUBJECT: LAUNCH OF CHARLES DARWIN COMMEMORATIVE ARTWORK, THE 

HMS BEAGLE SHIP BELL CHIME BY DR ANTON HASELL 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.5
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report presents information about the official media launch and public launch of 
the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork, The HMS Beagle Ship Bell Chime by 
Dr Anton Hasell. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Previous Decisions 
 
28 April 2009 - 20\1464. 
 
A THAT Report Number 09C0061 entitled, Sponsorship for Origins Event and 

Public Launch of Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork (Beagle Ship Bell 
Chime), be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT Council provide sponsorship of $10,000 cash and $5,000 in-kind 

towards the Origins event, which will incorporate the launch of the Charles 
Darwin Commemorative Artwork from existing budget allocations. 

 
C. THAT Darwin City Council Commission the Charles Darwin Commemorative 

Artwork (Beagle Ship Bell Chime) prior to the 1 July 2009 at a date to be 
advised.  

 
Report 
 
Installation of the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork, “The HMS Beagle Ship 
Bell Chime”, is nearing completion.  
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A stand-alone PC is being installed in the Community Services area of the Civic 
Centre and a MIDI keyboard and wireless MIDI controller have been ordered to allow 
for the bells to be played by keyboard up to 30 feet from the “PCE” bell interface 
which is installed in the community services stairwell.  
 
Interpretative signage has been drafted in consultation with the artist and, upon the 
advice of ACDAC, will be developed in consultation with sign company Dot Dash. 
 
An official media launch of the artwork is scheduled for Monday 29 June at 10 am, in 
the Civic Centre courtyard. Invitations have been issued and a media release will be 
distributed to local media by the Public Affairs section. The artist will be in 
attendance at the launch and will introduce the artwork. 
 
The artist has supplied two Windows programs along with the “PCE” electronic bell 
system, enabling the bells to be programmed using Windows-XP. Compositions for 
the bells may be supplied as Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI) files or may 
be played and recorded directly through the MIDI keyboard. Over time, a collection 
of compositions may be compiled and the Bell Chime may then be programmed to 
play different compositions at different times throughout the year. 
 
Local musician and composer Kris Keogh has been invited to compose the inaugural 
piece of music for the Bell Chime and will perform this piece at the official media 
launch on 29 June 2009. He is also assisting in the programming of the bells. 
 
A public launch of the artwork will be held on Territory Day, 1 July 2009, in the form 
of a public performance event in Civic Park from 7.30 pm – 9 pm, titled “Origins”. 
Coordinated by Corrugated Iron Youth Arts in conjunction with the Darwin Symphony 
Orchestra, Darwin Theatre Company, Darwin Chorale and Charles Darwin 
University, Origins is a major event on the national Arts calendar and is expected to 
gain national and international media attention.  
 
Prior to the Origins event, a Lord Mayoral Reception for Sponsors of the event will be 
held from 6.00 – 7.00 pm in the Civic Centre Function Area. The Lord Mayor will 
speak at this event which is being coordinated in partnership with Corrugated Iron 
Youth Arts. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Catering costs for the media launch will be met from operational budget number 
05/221000/300/343. 
 
As a major sponsor of the performance event “Origins”, Council is providing $10,000 
cash and $5,000 inkind sponsorship to the coordinating body, Corrugated Iron Youth 
Arts, from its Darwin200 Celebrations budget (05/221004/300). This incorporates the 
Lord Mayoral Reception for Sponsors of the event on 1 July 2009. 
 
No further costs have been identified. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
 
Outcome 
5.2 Promote Darwin’s culture 
 
Key Strategies 
5.2.1 Promote and support activities and programs that celebrate cultural diversity 
 
5.2.2 Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council’s Chief Officers Group review all reports and potential issues or any media 
interest is brought to the attention of the Department General Manager. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The use of fireworks is legally allowed in the Territory on Territory Day, 1 July 2009 
and Council currently has no authority to prohibit the use of fireworks on Council land 
on this day.  
 
However, the use of fireworks at the “Origins” event on 1 July 2009 will be strongly 
discouraged in promotion of the event. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
This report is for information only. No Council decision is required. 
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CONSULTATION: 
 
Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) 
Corrugated Iron Youth Arts 
Manager Community Services 
Manager Communications and Marketing 
Dr Anton Hasell 
Kris Keogh, independent artist 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Council is acknowledged as a sponsor of the “Origins” event on 1 July 2009 and the 
Lord Mayor will speak at the Sponsors Function prior to the event on 1 July 2009. 
 
Interpretative signage for the artwork has been drafted in consultation with the artist 
and will be developed in consultation with sign company Dot Dash. It is anticipated 
that signage will be installed prior to the launch. 
 
Further information about the artwork and the program of musical compositions will 
be accessible from a dedicated webpage on the Darwin City Council website. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C0092  AR:mrg entitled Launch of Charles Darwin 

Commemorative Artwork, The HMS Beagle Ship Bell Chime by Dr Anton 
Hasell, be received and noted. 

 
 
ALICE RAE JOHN BANKS
ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 

GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
CULTURAL SERVICES

 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Alice Rae on 89300674 
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                                                                                                    DATE:   9/6/09
REPORT 
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FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: AF 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09c0098  CD:mrg APPROVED: CD 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1312817 

 
SUBJECT: 2009 ACTIVATE NT END OF PROGRAM REPORT 

 
 
ITEM NO:  9.6
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Activate NT MBF Healthy Lifestyle Challenge 
– Darwin 2009 program which ran for 10 weeks from March 16 to May 24, 2009. 
Activate NT was a whole-of-community initiative provided through a partnership with 
General Practice Network NT and MBF with support from the Department of Health 
and Community Services and in conjunction with Activate NT MBF Healthy Lifestyle 
Challenge – Palmlesstonnes, co-ordinated by General Practice Network NT and City 
of Palmerston.  
 
GENERAL: 
 
Activities Schedule 
 
Activate NT attracted around 200 participants and volunteers this year. There were 
over 1200 instances of participants engaging in Activate NT physical activity and 
health information sessions/special events, plus other service providers supported 
the program by offering discounted or free activity options to participants. This 
increased the number of instances of involvement in physical activity to well over 
2000 throughout the 10 weeks. 
 
The activities schedule was a combination of events provided specifically for the 
Activate NT MBF Healthy Lifestyle Challenge, along with programs/classes that exist 
in the community which were utilised to broaden the number and diversity of physical 
recreation opportunities and to encourage ongoing participation in physical activity. 
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Printed Materials 
 
• 23 page glossy, full-colour Information Program 
• A3 glossy, full-colour Calendar of Events poster for fridge or noticeboard 
• Health Diary – to record meals, activities, goals, changes, measurements 
• Registration Form 
• Weekly Newsletters with information on how the program was proceeding and 

highlighting any special events. Each was uploaded to the website and e-mailed 
to all participants or a hard-copy posted to those without an e-mail address. 

• The website contained up-to-date information, and blogging/forum pages for  
participants, www.activate-nt.com  
 
Other Collateral 
 
• Shoulder Bag 
• Drink Bottle 
• Baseball Cap 
• Polo Shirt – CoolDry fabric; overprinted with Program and Sponsor Logos; 

distinctive colour chosen to heighten visibility and create awareness / interest in 
the wider community 

• Pedometer 
• Tape measure to take waist measurements 
• Information from activity providers and other supporting organisations 
 
Awards and Prizes 
 
AirNorth Participation Awards – To be eligible to win this award, registered 
participants were required to attend at least 30 of the Activate NT-specific events.   
Names drawn from the hat. 
Darwin Prize – two return airfares to Kununurra.  
Palmlesstonnes Prize – two return airfares to Broome. 
Darwin Winner – Tony Magnoli 
 
CDU Sport Get Measured Prizes – Eligibility – having measurements (weight, 
waist, height, blood pressure) taken in Weeks 1 and 10.  Names drawn from the hat. 
Darwin and Palmlesstonnes Prize – one twelve-month Unlimited Memberships to 
Fitness Unlimited – CDU Sport Gymnasium.   
Darwin Winner – Jackie Stanger 
 
The Spirit Award – awarded to the participant who has best shown commitment and 
encouragement to other participants throughout the 10 week program, and embodies 
the spirit of Activate NT. Nominations were called for from participants towards the 
end of the program and voted on by organising committees. 
Darwin and Palmlesstonnes Prize – a family pass on the Spirit of Darwin Harbour 
cruise donated by General Practice Network NT. 
Darwin Winner – Tony Magnoli 
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Steps Challenge Perpetual Trophy – sees the City of Palmerston versus each of 
the Darwin Wards (Chan, Lyons, Richardson and Waters) in a race to accrue the 
most number of steps on their pedometers per team. Each team member counts 
their daily steps and enters the amount on our website www.activate-nt.com.au.  
Award sponsored by NTG Sport and Recreation. 
Winner – Palmerston 
 
Lucky Draw Prizes – eight (8) Prize Packs containing a Healthy Eating Cookbook 
and GPNNT and DCC promotional merchandise. 
This was a lucky giveaway for all those participants attending the Final Event and 
Weigh-In and Measure at Flight Path Golf and Archery. 
 
Sponsors 
 
• MBF – Gold Sponsor 
• AirNorth – Sliver Sponsor 
• Darwin City Council 
• General Practice Network NT 
• CDU Sport 
 
Media Partners 
 
• Darwin and Palmerston Suns 
• Channel Nine – NTD-9 
• Territory FM 
 
Program Supporters 
 
• Alzheimer’s NT        
• Athletes Foot Casuarina    
• Australian Wu Tang Chuan     
• BodyFit NT 
• Breastscreen NT    
• Cervicalscreen NT    
• Darwin Bicycle Tours  
• Darwin Bushwalking Club 
• Darwin Cycling Club    
• Darwin Triathlon Club 
• Dept Health and Families  
• Dept Sport and Recreation 
• Dept of Veterans’ Affairs    
• Fitness Unlimited – CDU Sport 
• Fitness Works For You 
• Good Beginnings NT 

• Healthy Living NT 
• Heart Foundation Walking groups 
• The P.A.W.S Centre 
• Palmerston Bowls and Country 

Club    
• Palmerston Community Care 

Centre 
• Palmerston Indoor Sports Centre 
• Palmerston Regional Business 

Association 
• Politician and Alderman Walk 

Leaders 
• Spokes NT 
• St Johns ambulance 
• Top Health Physiotherapy and 

Acupuncture 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

 
Nil at this stage 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed by this program are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Evolving Darwin – Towards 2020 and Beyond: 
 
Enhance Darwin’s Active, Positive and Flexible Lifestyle 
Outcome 2.2: Increase recreational, leisure and heritage experiences  
- Key Strategy 2.2.3: Manage and improve the pathway and cycleway network and 
encourage safe cycling and walking 

 
Outcome 2.3: Promote family friendly and healthy activities  
- Key Strategy 2.3.1: Promote and host family orientated activities 
- Key Strategy 2.3.3: Provide facilities and programs which encourage healthy 
lifestyle choices 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council staff and volunteers were covered by current insurances. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
A risk assessment of all walking routes was completed by the walk leaders and 
Recreation officers. Walk leaders were briefed on their requirements to encourage 
appropriate warm-up and cool-down exercises, they carried a phone for 
emergencies and at least one of the leaders at all times held a current Senior First 
Aid Certificate. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
General Practice Network NT 
Department of Health and Community Services 
Heart Foundation 

40

40



PAGE: 5 
REPORT NUMBER:  09C0098  CD:mrg 
SUBJECT:    ACTIVATE NT END OF PROGRAM REPORT 
 
 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
An online survey has been developed and the link sent to all participants (and a 
printed copy for those without e-mail) 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Banners and Tear-drop flags were produced and displayed at meeting points for 
activities. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Activate NT MBF Healthy Lifestyle Challenge 2009 was a successful partnership 
engaging numerous organisations to provide a positive lifestyle program to residents 
at a reasonable cost. The program attracted around 200 participants and volunteers, 
and offered numerous opportunities for participants to engage in active recreation 
activities. Many participants tried the range of activities for the first time and found 
they enjoyed the new challenge, choosing to take up new activities after the program 
ceased. By engaging service providers and other organisations, the program was 
designed to ensure ongoing activity at the cessation of the organised activities. 
Participants were introduced to activities in a non-threatening environment and also 
met new friends which assisted in encouraging participants to continue their own 
walking groups and take up new challenges. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C0098 CD:mrg entitled 2009 Activate NT End of 

Program Report, be received and noted. 
 
 

CLAIRE DANDIE  JOHN BANKS 
RECREATION SERVICES OFFICER          GENERAL MANAGER 

CULTURAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

Any queries on this report may be directed to Claire Dandie on Ext 8930 0419. 
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FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
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REPORT  
NO: 
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COMMON  
NO: 
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SUBJECT: ADVICE TO COUNCIL REGARDING AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE 

CITIES FOR SAFE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 
AUSPICED BY ICLEI OCEANIA 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.7
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report advises Council regarding the invitation from the International Council for 
Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Oceania to join a new social sustainability 
initiative called Cities for Safe and Healthy Communities (CSHC).  
 
GENERAL: 

Council has received an invitation (see attached) from ICLEI to join, via annual 
subscription, the CSHC program which describes its intention to “build vibrant and 
resilient communities fundamental to community sustainability (via the building of 
capacity for) local government to understand, take action and measure their impact 
by building safe and healthy communities”.  

More precisely, its objectives are: 

• Recognition of the need for more integrated and cohesive planning across 
local governments. 

• Greater strategic use of fit-for-purpose data to aid planning, reporting and 
monitoring. 

• Assistance to identify the most equitable and effective suite of actions for 
each local government area, taking into account community priorities and 
local context issues. 
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The first of five elements of this program focuses on alcohol, tobacco and drugs 
harm minimisation by seeking to “use local government functions to better plan safe 
and healthy communities by managing liquor outlet density and operating hours, 
encouraging mixed use and diverse economic activities, supporting sporting facilities 
and clubs and leading local networks to manage alcohol and other drugs-related 
harms”. 
 
The remaining four program elements to be auspiced by CSHC are: 
 

• Physical activity and food access 
• Community ell-being 
• Local economies and affordable housing 
• Climate change and health 

 
The program is driven by five-stage “milestone framework” which: 
 

• Establishes an inventory to map local health, social and environmental data 
• Sets local goals and gain political support 
• Develops strategic and evidence-based action plans 
• Implements actions with a focus on equity, effectiveness and efficiency 
• Monitors and reviews progress 

 
Expected program outcomes in 2009-10 are: 
 

• Improved access to relevant local data in a timely fashion 
• Great support across Council for local government to take action 
• Cross-Council skills in identifying and managing risks from alcohol and other 

drugs 
• Staff networking and support amongst other Councils facing similar issues 

 
Benefits 
 

• May enhance Council’s capacity to plan, implement and report on projects 
relating to these issues via a specific program methodology. 

 
• May enhance networking with other local governments with shared themes 

and issues towards improved strategic planning.  
 
Drawbacks 
 

• That membership of the program may be unwarranted in view of Council’s 
existing capacity for research, policy development, project management, 
social planning, external stakeholder networking and access to source 
information as well as current corporate, conceptual and intellectual strengths 
in relation to these issues. 
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• That the annual subscription fee of $8000 (plus GST) may be disproportionate 
in relation to benefits gained from membership of the program and/or 
prohibitive to Council generally. 

 
On balance, and at this juncture, existing internal resources are able to drive 
strategic planning in relation to community safety, security and health issues and 
hence there is no current merit in membership. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The annual subscription fee to CSHC for Councils with a municipal population under 
100 000 is $8000 (pus GST). 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Potential for enhanced strategic and program approaches by Council to safety and 
security issues. 
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DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil  
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C0085 AF:kl entitled Advice to Council on an Invitation 

to Join the Cities for Safe and Healthy Communities Auspiced by International 
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives Oceania be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT Council declines the invitation to subscribe to the Cities for Safe and 

Healthy Communities program. 
 
 
 
 
ANNIE FARRELL JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Annie Farrell on 5404 
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DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:   4/6/2009
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: AF 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0087 SD:kl APPROVED: SD 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1163073 

 
SUBJECT: REGIONAL PLAYGROUND FOR RICHARDSON WARD 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.8
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with further information on the placement of a Regional 
Playground at the Casuarina Coastal Reserve. The report also recommends the 
endorsement of a proposed location subject to community consultation and a further 
report. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
DECISION NO. 20\1004 (25/11/08) 
 
THAT Report Number 08C0119 entitled Proposed New Regional Playground 
Locations, be received and noted. 
 
DECISION NO.19\4767 (31/07/07) 
 
B.   THAT the Director Community Services commence action to identify suitable 

future sites for discussion by Council in relation to the development of a 
Regional Playground, nominally for Richardson Ward. 

 
REPORT 
 
Council Decision No. 19\4767 (31/07/07) requested identification of future Regional 
Playground sites nominally for Richardson Ward. Report 20\1004 (25/11/08) detailed 
possible locations utilising Council property (as listed below). 
 

i. Gardens Oval – (a) behind Oval One 
    – (b) adjacent to Oval Two 
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ii. Mindil  
iii. Nakara Oval 
iv. Tiwi Oval 
v. Wanguri Oval 
vi. Peace Park, Leanyer 
 
Further investigation and consultation was required to determine if the Northern 
Territory Government would be agreeable to accepting a Regional Playground on 
their land at the Casuarina Coastal Reserve in Lyons Park.  Officers met with 
representatives from the Parks Division of the Department of Natural Resources, 
Environment, the Arts and Sport (NRETAS) recently. A letter has been received 
(attachment B) from NRETAS accepting the possibility of placing the regional 
playground at Casuarina Coastal Reserve. 
 
The Casuarina Coastal Reserve location provides exciting opportunities to create a 
playground which is unique and different to those at the Water Gardens, Lake 
Alexander and Anula. The park already contains community infrastructure such as 
BBQ’s, toilets and seating and there is a significant amount of natural shade. 
Through the constructive use of natural shade costs can be reduced and funds 
utilised to produce unique recreation opportunities for residents and visitors. 
 
Through utilising environmentally friendly materials and careful colour selection the 
playground can be built to ensure minimal impact on the area.  Slides can be built 
into small ‘mounds’ instead of introducing large man-made structures, points of 
interest in the park can be identified and highlighted to introduce an educational 
aspect to the park and planting of native species around the play equipment can 
assist with blending the built aspects with the natural environment and also provides 
sensory stimulation ie touch and visual stimulation. 
 
Access points and equipment will require careful consideration to ensure access for 
a range of ages and abilities. Local schools and community groups could be invited 
to contribute artwork, volunteers for planting and to provide feedback on concept 
plans to ensure the local community is engaged and assumes some sense of 
ownership over the area. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council allocated $100,000 for the 2008/09 Financial Year to commence site 
identification, consultation and concept plans. The 2009/10 financial year marks the 
second year of this staged project which now has a total of $200,000 available. In 
2010/11 a final $100,000 will be allocated to the project giving a total of  $300,000 
and completion would be expected in late 2010. 
 
Ongoing repairs and maintenance costs will require further negotiation with the 
Northern Territory Government pending approval of the location. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
All new playground equipment must meet the current Australian Standards.  
  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The new site should be chosen to maximise provision of natural shade for 
associated activities such as family picnics, informal ball games/sports and 
community gatherings. 
 
Choice of location should also consider use of existing open space to minimise the 
impact on existing trees, reducing the requirement to remove trees or compact root 
systems. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council activities routinely generate considerable public interest.  This project 
provides Council  with the opportunity to promote its role in providing community 
infrastructure. It is also an opportunity to display a collaborative partnership with the 
Northern Territory Government should the Casuarina Coastal Reserve be chosen as 
the preferred location. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Australian Standards for playground equipment were introduced in October 2004.  
AS 4685-2004 1-6 applies as of 13 October 2004 which provides for general safety 
requirements and test methods for swings, slides, runways, carousels, rocking 
equipment and general safety requirements.  Compliance with these standards will 
be a guiding feature of the development of a new Regional Playground. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Not considered suitable for delegation. 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
General Manager Community and Cultural Services  
Recreation Services Project Officer 
Parks Division, NRETAS 
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PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Upon selection of an appropriate location, community surveys will be distributed 
within a 500m radius.  Details will be advertised in the NT News and Darwin Sun, 
inviting all residents to complete a survey.  Surveys will be available at Public 
Libraries, the Civic Centre and by post or e-mail upon request. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil at this stage. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Council Decision No. 19\4767 (31/07/07) requested identification of future Regional 
Playground sites nominally for Richardson Ward.  Further investigation of the 
preferred site at Casuarina Coastal Reserve has determined that this site can be 
available. A formal direction is now required to enable officers to commence 
consultation and concept plans. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report No 09C0087 SD:kl entitled “Proposed New Regional 

Playground Locations”, be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT Council endorses the proposed location of the regional playground in 

the Richardson Ward being at Casuarina Coastal Reserve. 
 
C. THAT community consultation commence and a further report be prepared 

presenting the outcomes of the consultation in relation to the regional 
playground in Richardson Ward. 

 
 
 
 
SIMONE DRURY JOHN BANKS
COMMUNITY RECREATION 
COORDINATOR 

GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
CULTURAL SERVICES

 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Simone Drury on 8930 0627 
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SUBJECT: ADVICE ON STATUS OF PARAP SITE REDEVELOPMENT MASTER 

PLAN AND RATIONALE TO EXPAND ITS TERMS OF REFERENCE. 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.9
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report updates Council regarding the status of the Parap site redevelopment 
Master Plan, the role of the NT Government in relation to this matter and provides a 
recommendation to expand the Plan’s Terms of Reference to include the potential 
impact of the development upon Ross Smith Avenue. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
In March 2009 Strategic Leisure provided Council with a Write Back Brief regarding 
the commissioning of a Master Plan for the redevelopment of the Parap site (see 
attached). 
 
In March and April this year, CCS GM liaised with the NT Government (NTG) 
Department of Sport and Recreation in relation to the prospect of a contribution by 
the NTG to the Master Plan. 
 
To date Council has not received an indication from the NTG regarding this matter 
and, given that negotiations with the NTG have been on-going for a number of 
months, it is now essential for the development of the Master Plan to proceed 
notwithstanding. 
 
Since the development of the Terms of Reference for the Master Plan some months 
ago, there have been further considerations regarding the impact of the 
redevelopment on Ross Smith Avenue, particularly in relation to traffic management 
(proximity to Parap Markets and, prospectively, a redeveloped East Point Military 
Museum currently being progressed by a multi-stakeholder Steering Committee) and 
roadway and urban aesthetics. CCS has recently met with Council’s Infrastructure 
Department and requested an overview of the scoping required for the additional 
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traffic management and urban enhancement aspects. These further considerations 
will comprise STAGE TWO of the master planning process. 
 
It is imperative, therefore, for the Master Plan to now be commissioned in order to 
progress the redevelopment. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Proposed costs for STAGE ONE of the master plan process is captured in the 
following indicator from Strategic Leisure: 
 

"Based on the above we believe we would be looking at between $55k and $65k 
to undertake the project which would be inclusive of all travel and associated 
expenses (estimated to be circa $10k) for the project. The range largely will 
depend on the level of output and detail required by Council from the 
architectural components after the consultation and facility mix strategy has been 
developed." 

Funds for Stage One are identified within current Capital Budget item number 
221060 . 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
Goal  
2 Enhance Darwin’s Active, Positive and Flexible Lifestyle 
Outcome 
2.2 Increase recreational, cultural and heritage experiences 
Key Strategies 
2.2.4 Progress aquatic facility planning and delivery 
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Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome 
5.1 Facilitate community access and inclusion 
Key Strategies 
5.1.1 Create more opportunities for the community to access services and facilities 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil  
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil at this stage. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil at this stage. 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil at this stage. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil at this stage. 
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SUBJECT:  ADVICE ON STATUS OF PARAP SITE MASTER PLAN AND RATIONALE 

TO EXPAND ITS TERMS OF REFERENCE. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 

A. THAT Report Number 09C0082 AF:kl entitled Advice on Status of Parap Site 
Master Plan and Rationale to Expand its Terms of Reference., be received 
and noted. 

 
B. THAT Council endorses STAGE ONE of the Parap Site Re-development 

Master Plan and associated costs of between $55,000 and $65,000. 
 

C. THAT Council expands the Terms of Reference of the Parap Site Master Plan 
to include STAGE TWO in consideration of the impact of the redevelopment 
of the Parap site on traffic management and urban aesthetics from the 
vantage of Ross Smith Avenue. 

 
D. THAT the sum required for STAGE TWO of the Parap Site Master Plan be 

referred to the Council budget review. 
 
 
 
ANNIE FARRELL JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Annie Farrell on 8930 0404 
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ENCL: NO 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    9/6/2009
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: AF 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0088 AF:kl   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1244687 

 
SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF FUNDING SECURE TAXI RANKS VIA A LEVY ON 

LIQUOR LICENSED PREMISES 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.10
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with information regarding the prospect of resourcing 
secure taxi ranks in Darwin via a levy on premises which hold liquor licenses and an 
overview of funding sources in some other jurisdictions. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
This report is provided to Council pursuant to the following decision at the 1st 
Ordinary meeting of May 12 2009: 
 
THAT a further report be prepared on the possibility of funding Secure Taxi Ranks 
through a levy on premises that hold a levy on liquor licenses. 
 
According to the Australian Hotels Association (AHA), all fifteen of the late night 
licensees in the Darwin CBD who are members of the AHA contribute voluntarily to 
the costs of the secure taxi rank currently on trial. The contribution is calculated upon 
a percentage of the capacity of the premises. Two late night licensees are currently 
not members of the AHA and do not contribute to the rank. 
 
Notwithstanding this voluntary contribution by most late night licensees, a formal 
mechanism such as a levy would reduce the arbitrariness and increase the scope of 
the current approach and reflect the fact that all licensed premises are likely to 
benefit from the instituting of secure taxi ranks in the Darwin CBD. To this end, a levy 
could be implemented such that all licensed premises would contribute to the costs 
associated with such ranks. 1  
 

                                                
1 Discussion with Lee Portelli, Australian Hotels Association, on May 29 2009 
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LIQUOR LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
 
Aside from premises with late night licenses and according to the NT Government’s 
Liquor Licensing Section of the Department of Justice,2  there are approximately 55 
licensed premises in the Darwin CBD. The ratio of current contributors (15) to the 
total number (55) is relatively low and again suggests that a mechanism for equitable 
and prescribed contributions by licensed premises should take place. 
 
Overview of mechanisms in other jurisdictions: 
 

• In Sydney approximately five secure taxi ranks operate in the CBD with a 
“guard” service which are resourced via a proportion of the taxi accreditation 
fee required by the NSW Ministry of Transport and “hypothecated” to 
purchase the security service. There is no contribution by licensed premises 
which the taxi industry believes is inequitable given the benefit to the 
restaurant, pub and nightclub industries.3 

 
• In Melbourne there are four safe taxi ranks in the CBD. The cost of security 

for the ranks is entirely resourced by the City of Melbourne and has been so 
since 1995.4 

 
• In Adelaide these types of taxi ranks are referred to as “safer taxi ranks” and 

the security service is resourced via equal contributions from the Taxi Council 
and the South Australian Government conduited via the Office of Women and 
conceptualised as a “safety for women” initiative. 5 

 
• In Brisbane there are 4 secure taxi ranks in the CBD and security is funded 

via a 40% contribution by the Taxi Council ($314 annual levy) and 60% via the 
Queensland Department of Transport.6 

 
• In Perth there are currently two secure taxi ranks in the CBD. Security staff 

and marshals are funded by the WA government’s Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure  from a Taxi Industry Development Fund auspiced by the 
WA Taxi Act of 1994 rather than consolidated revenue.7 

 
• In Canberra an 18-month trial of a secure taxi rank in the CBD has just 

concluded. Whilst the ACT government fully funded the taxi driver’s 
contribution to the rank for the entire trial, since its on-going inception one 
month ago the ACT Taxi Council fully funds the “marshal” function (via a $2 
fare levy) and the ACT government funds the security component. 8 

 
Other potential sources of funds for secure taxi ranks include via:  
 
                                                
2 Data sourced via Malcolm Richardson, NT Department of Justice, on June 2 2009 
3 Discussions with Peter Ramsay, NSW Taxi Council, on June 2 2009 
4 Discussion with Maria Plakourakis, City of Melbourne, on June 4 2009 
5 Discussion with Sabine Jung, Adelaide City Council, on June 2 2009 
6 Discussion with Peter Gilbert, Queensland Department of Transport, on June 2 2009 
7 Discussion with Jessica Vandenberg, WA Department of Planning and Infrastructure, on June 2 2009 
8 Discussion with Brenda Appleton, ACT Department of Transport, on June 2 2009  
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• rates revenue 
• levy on taxi fares 
• GST sourced from tax on alcohol 

 
This information demonstrates that there is a raft of possibilities in relation to the 
resourcing of secure taxi ranks, many of which represent hybrid models. However, in 
the instance of Darwin, a levy upon licensed premises which stand to gain 
substantially from a secure taxi rank and prescribes an investment in community 
services and functions with significant community benefit, could be viewed as the 
most appropriate. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.3 Develop partnerships and joint projects with other levels of government 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
Goal 
7 Demonstrate Effective, Open and Responsible Governance 
Outcome 
7.2 Display strong and effective leadership, within Council and across 

Government 
Key Strategies 
7.2.2 Display Council’s leadership across all levels of Government 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil 
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LIQUOR LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 

A. THAT Report Number 09C0088 AF:kl entitled Possibility of Funding Security 
Taxi Ranks Via a Levy on Liquor Licensed Premises, be received and noted. 

 
B. THAT Council write to the NT Government to request consideration of the 

placing of a levy upon licensed premises in the Darwin CBD in order to fund 
secure taxi ranks. 

 
ANNIE FARRELL JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Annie Farrell on 89300404 
 

71

71



ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

                                                                          DATE:   9/6/09
 REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
APPROVED: KH 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0091 AR:mrg APPROVED: AR 

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1572832 

 
SUBJECT: ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(ACDAC) MINUTES 14 MAY 2009 – APPOINTMENTS, TRAVELLERS 
WALK MOSAIC & CHINATOWN CARPARK SCREEN FACADE 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.11
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
Minutes of the Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) 
Meeting of 14 May 2009 are presented for Council’s information.  
 
The report recommends a number of membership appointments, and requires a 
decision from Council regarding Public Art at Chinatown Carpark and repair of the 
mosaic at Traveller’s Walk. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Previous Decisions 
 
Decision No. 19\4706 (26/06/07) 
 
THAT the issue of commissioning artwork to improve the appearance of the existing 
ground level external wall screening at the Chinatown Car Park be referred to the 
Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee. 
 
Report 
 
The Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) meets five times 
per year and held its second meeting for the year on Thursday 14 May 2009. The 
next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 18 June 2009. 
 
ACDAC membership 
 
The committee has endorsed the nominations of four members for re-appointment to 
the committee, and one new nomination to the committee: 
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i). Ms Leonie McNally, Community Representative 
ii). Mr Tony Clementson, General Manager, Tourism Top End  
iii). Ms Felicity Green, Public Art Manager, Darwin City Waterfront 
iv). Mr Ken Conway, Community Representative 
v). Ms Hania Radvan, Director Arts NT. 
 
Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork – Launch 
 
Installation for the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork, “The HMS Beagle Ship 
Bell Chime” by Dr Anton Hasell, is nearing completion. 
 
A media launch for the artwork will be held on 29 June 2009 with a public launch on 
Territory Day, 1 July 2009, in conjunction with a major public performance event, 
“Origins”, coordinated by Corrugated Iron Youth Arts. This matter is addressed in a 
separate report. 
 
Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork – Interpretative signage 
 
Interpretative signage for the Charles Darwin Commemorative Artwork has been 
drafted in consultation with the artist. 
 
Damage to Traveller’s Walk Mosaic 
 
The mosaic at Traveller’s Walk is a large scale community artwork fabricated from 
local materials and depicting the history of the area. It was commissioned by the 
Northern Territory Government in 2001, facilitated by local artist Ro Koch Laurie and 
presented to Darwin City Council in 2002. Damage to the mosaic was noted in 
March 2009, possibly due to vandalism. The committee has recommended that 
repairs be undertaken by a local artist and that Council investigate the option of 
installing a Perspex front or additional lighting to protect the mosaic. 
 
Chinatown Screening 
 
Council referred to ACDAC for comment the issue of commissioning an artwork to 
improve the appearance of the existing ground level external wall screening at the 
Chinatown Car Park. The committee considered this item on a number of occasions 
and has investigated several options including the involvement of local Chinese-
Australian artists through the Chung Wah Society. In accordance with Council’s Five 
Year Arts Plan which recommends a planned rather than ad hoc approach towards 
the funding of Public Art projects, the committee has recommended that this issue be 
considered by Council’s planning section in the context of planning for the CBD area.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
There are no immediate financial implications associated with this report. 
 
A quote is currently being sought from a local artist to undertake repair of the 
Traveller’s Walk mosaic. Repair of the mosaic, including the installation of additional 
lighting and/or a Perspex front, is estimated to cost between $5,000 and $10,000. 
This matter will be addressed in a future report once costs have been established. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome 
5.2 Promote Darwin’s culture 
Key Strategies 
5.2.1 Promote and support activities and programs that celebrate cultural diversity 
5.2.2 Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council will seek a local artist to undertake repair of the Traveller’s Walk Mosaic, 
which was undertaken by a community group facilitated by artist Ro Koch Laurie. 
The moral rights of the artist will be respected in line with copyright law.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council’s Chief Officers Group review all reports and potential issues or any media 
interest is brought to the attention of the Department Director. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
A full Council decision is required. 
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CONSULTATION: 
 
Arts and Cultural Development Advisory Committee (ACDAC) 
Manager Community Services 
Building Services Manager 
Chung Wah Society 
Corrugated Iron Youth Arts 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil pertaining to this report. 
 

75

75



PAGE: 5 
REPORT NUMBER:  09C0091  AR:mrg 
SUBJECT:  ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C0091 AR:mrg entitled Arts and Cultural Development 

Advisory Committee (ACDAC) Minutes 14 May 2009 – Appointments, 
Travellers Walk Mosaic & Chinatown Carpark Screen Facade, be received and 
noted. 

 
B. THAT Council reappoint as members of the Arts and Cultural Development 

Advisory Committee for a 2 year term commencing 1 June 2009 to 31 May 
2011 in accordance with Section 54 of the NT Local Government Act 2008: 

 
- Ms Leonie McNally, Community Representative 
- Mr Tony Clementson, General Manager, Tourism Top End 
- Ms Felicity Green, Public Art Manager, Darwin City Waterfront 
- Mr Ken Conway, Community Representative 

 
C. THAT Council appoint as a member of the Arts and Cultural Development 

Advisory Committee for a 2 year term commencing 1 June 2009 to 31 May 
2011 in accordance with Section 54 of the NT Local Government Act 2008: 

 
- Ms Hania Radvan, Director Arts NT 

 
D. THAT Council commission an artist to undertake restoration of the Traveller’s 

Walk mosaic and investigate options of installing a Perspex cover and/or 
additional lighting to the area to prevent further vandalism. 

 
E. THAT Council incorporate initial scoping of an artwork to improve the 

appearance of the screen façade of the Chinatown Carpark in its city planning 
for the CBD. 

 
ALICE RAE JOHN BANKS
ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 

GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
CULTURAL SERVICES

 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Alice Rae on 89300674 
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DATE:    9/6/2009
REPORT 

 
TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES/OPEN A 

  
APPROVED: JB 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
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APPROVED: AF 

 
REPORT  
NO: 

09C0095 AF:kl   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1294240 

 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON STATUS OF FUNDING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

FOR THE DARWIN ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.12
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report provides Council with an update regarding the funding negotiations 
between Council and the NT Government and the Darwin Entertainment Centre 
(DEC). 
 
GENERAL: 
 
On 1 July this year the triennial funding agreement between Council and the NT 
Government (NTG) and the Darwin Entertainment Centre (DEC) expires. To this 
end, Community and Cultural Services General Manager commenced discussions 
with NTG and DEC in late 2008 regarding the development of a new triennial 
agreement. 
 
Council and NTG were recently furnished with DEC’s Strategic Plan which was 
determined by Council officers to be inadequate in terms of the rigour of both its 
process and content. More particularly, whilst the Strategic Plan demonstrates some 
aspects of the business DEC undertakes, it is generally under-developed, poorly 
formatted and lacking in clarity and rigour in relation to strategic planning. 
Significantly, DEC’s Board did not participate in the development of the Strategic 
Plan nor did it endorse it. 
 
As a result of these concerns, the progression of a  triennial agreement is not 
considered to be a viable funding strategy at this stage. Council and the NTG will, 
however, fund DEC for a one year period only (2009/10) as an interim measure 
whilst a triennial agreement could commence in 2010/11 should DEC develop a 
significantly more substantive Strategic Plan and submit it to the funding bodies by 
31 December 2009. This document will then form, in part, the basis of triennial 
funding negotiations for the 2010/11-2012/13 term to be completed by March 2010. 
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THE DARWIN ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
 
 
Should the requirement to submit the Strategic Plan by 31 December 2009 not be 
achieved, a triennial agreement will not be considered by Council. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
A further 12 months funding to DEC (see attached funding agreement). 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.3 Develop partnerships and joint projects with other levels of government 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.4 Play a strategic role in the planning and developmental processes that impact 

Darwin 
 
Goal  
2 Enhance Darwin’s Active, Positive and Flexible Lifestyle 
Outcome 
2.2 Increase recreational, cultural and heritage experiences 
Key Strategies 
2.2.5 Provide facilities and resources that promote Darwin as a city rich in culture, 

harmony and diversity 
 
Goal  
5 Facilitate and Maintain a Cohesive Community  
Outcome 
5.2 Promote Darwin’s culture 
Key Strategies 
5.2.2 Create opportunities for the expression of cultural diversity through art 
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Goal 
7 Demonstrate Effective, Open and Responsible Governance 
Outcome 
7.2 Display strong and effective leadership, within Council and across 

Government 
Key Strategies 
7.2.2 Display Council’s leadership across all levels of Government 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Nil 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Nil  
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil 
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THE DARWIN ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09C entitled Update on Status of Funding Agreement 

Negotiations for the Darwin Entertainment Centre, be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT Council proceeds to fund the Darwin Entertainment Centre for the 

2009/10 financial year in accordance with the attached funding agreement 
with a view to the development of a triennial agreement commencing in 
2010/11 upon the development of a rigorous and substantive Strategic Plan 
endorsed by the Darwin Entertainment Centre Board. 

 
C. THAT funding for the Darwin Entertainment Centre be referred to the 

2009/2010 First Quarter budget review. 
 
ANNE FARRELL JOHN BANKS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER GENERAL MANAGER

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES
 
 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Anne Farrell on 8930 0404 
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REPORT  
NO: 
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COMMON  
NO: 

1002654 

 
SUBJECT: REGULATING PRIVATE PROPERTY PARKING 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.13
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
This report relates to the development of a policy for Council’s Regulatory Services 
Officers (RSOs) to regulate privately owned public property in accordance with the 
Northern Territory Traffic Regulations (NTTR) including Australian Road Rules. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Privately owned public property is generally defined as land open to and used by the 
public whilst owned by private organisations including shopping centres.  
 
Many councils across Australia have undertaken to regulate private property parking 
and have developed both polices and contractual pro formas to support specific 
geographical and business model requirements. 
 
Until recently Council RSOs patrolled the Woolworths car-park located in the CBD as 
the result of an owner/occupier request. This practice has now ceased pending 
Council’s decisions regarding the development of policy and the formalising of 
contractual arrangements. 
 
NTTR 52(1) enables RSOs to patrol and issue infringements on land not under the 
care and control of Council.  RSOs patrolling private parking bays do so for specific 
regulation breaches including vehicles parked in taxi and mini bus bays, disabled 
persons parking bays, yellow edge lines and, as was the case of Woolworths in the 
CBD, exceeding the two hour parking limit. 
 
For RSOs to legally regulate private parking the owner/occupier is required to erect 
traffic signs indicative of time-restriction and permit-related regulations as well as 
signage at the entrance of the car park stipulating that NTTRs apply to the car park 
and that  fines may be issued for breaches. 
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CBD PARKING ENFORCEMENT 
 
RSOs currently regulate the Municipality in relation to on- and off-street parking in 
Council-operated car-parks, five of whom regulate CBD sites in relation to the full raft 
of regulation breaches. 
 
The CBD includes two major shopping centres which could be incorporated into the 
current patrol area on a schedule determined appropriate by the Manager of 
Regulatory Services in accordance with the requirement to prioritise the regulation of 
Council-owned property and the availability of resources. 
 
Council’s experience indicates that a significant decrease in breaches occurs as 
drivers become increasingly aware that sites are being regulated. To this end, it is 
envisaged that, after an initial period of regulation, sites would require regulating 
approximately two or three times per week or as resources determine. 
 
The regulation of private parking within the CBD should be afforded priority as this 
would improve the function of, and access to, parking for both visitors to and 
residents of Darwin. 
 
SUBURBAN PARKING ENFORCEMENT 
 
Regulation of suburban shopping centres is currently restricted given that minimal 
resources are available to undertake patrols in these areas. One RSO currently  
patrols Parap, Fannie Bay, Nightcliff, Rapid Creek, Alawa, Casuarina, Karama and 
Leanyer shopping centres on a daily basis as part of the regular ‘golf ‘patrol. 
 
FUTURE MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
With the large number of unregulated privately owned public parking facilities in 
Darwin there is a significant opportunity for Council to enter into arrangements with 
owner/occupiers in order to better meet the requirements of the community. 
 
The optimal approach is for Council to enter into arrangements which require that all 
prescribed signage be erected by the owner/occupier and for Council to provide a 
threshold of service specific to each locale. Council would retain the revenue 
generated by infringements in exchange for the regulatory service. 
 
Council has recent experience in this type of arrangement in which Colliers 
International, managers of the Plaza parking area at the CBD Woolworths, installed 
advisory signs at all entry points as well as time-limitation signs to the standard 
required under the NTTRs. Once the signage was installed, Council provided training 
to Colliers staff who then took carriage of regulating the car park as well as issuing 
infringement notices. This was found to be an untenable arrangement and an 
agreement was implemented in accordance with the model described above. That is, 
Colliers maintained the property and signage while RSOs assumed responsibility for 
undertaking regulatory tasks. 
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Whilst Council does not currently patrol any privately owned car-parks within the 
CBD apart from disabled and taxi bays, to do so would encourage the use of 
Council-owned facilities including the Chinatown car-park which is currently under 
utilised with a daily occupancy of 73%. It would also promote the use of on-street 
parking and all-day parking facilities made available through Westlane and 
Chinatown, significantly increasing revenue sourced from infringements. 
 
It should be noted that the NT Government, at an officer level, has expressed an 
interest in engaging Council to regulate their car parks. 
 
Regulation of these sites would also increase the availability of parking in shopping 
centres and, a as result, increase revenue for local businesses. 
 
Policy is required to be developed to formalise the contractual arrangements 
between Council and owner/occupiers including the stipulation that, in the event of 
staff fluctuations and operational priorities, capacity to regulate privately owned car-
parks may, from time to time, vary.  
 
Council would be required to meet with owner/occupiers to determine the threshold 
of interest in these arrangements. Community perceptions and actual need for such 
arrangements would similarly require assessment. An analysis of the viability of 
entering into arrangements with owner/occupiers would be informed by factors such 
as: 

• thresholds of usage  
• perception of public benefit 
• type of car park  
• value of location  
• design factors such as co-location  
• level of service to the community  
• service being cost neutral to Council 
• availability of Council resources.   
 

This can be conceptualised using the following diagram: 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 

• Revenue from infringements would constitute Council revenue. 
 

• Costs for the purchase and erecting of signage would be the responsibility of 
the owner/occupier. 

 
• Resources relating to the regulation of private property parking would be 

comprised of wages and administration costs. For example, three visits by an 
RSO officer per day would cost $75.00 including on-costs which sets out a 
formula for calculating a set retainer fee for service.  

 
• All administration costs would be the responsibility of Council; for example, 

the issuing of an infringement and, subsequently, a reminder letter and, if 
required, the lodging of the matter with the Fines Recovery Unit at a cost of 
$20.00. 

 
• Furthermore, if an infringement was challenged and required hearing in the 

Court Of Summary Jurisdiction, Council would be responsible for a cost of  
$2,500.00 - $5,000.00 per matter. 

 
• Should Council recommend the regulation of private property parking, 

additional RSOs would be required to undertake these measures. 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLY 
IMPROBABLE 

PROBABLE 
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ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with Council’s Strategic 
Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond: 
 
Strategic Area Goal 3 
 
3.2  Enhance transport systems 
3.2.4   Provide parking facilities and management systems which meet the needs 

of the community. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Council policies and measures should adhere to the NTTRs and the Local 
Government Act.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Complaints regarding infringements will be directed to the authority which has 
entered into such an arrangement with Council. 
 
Given the proposal to increase the number of sites to be regulated, some degree of 
negative community comment is expected hence any introduction of a new regime at 
any site should be preceded by public notification and education. 
 
Subsequently, and as is standard practice, the first week of regulating new sites 
should focus on the issuing of warning notices prior to infringements being issued. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Proposal: 
 

• To invite the public to comment on the proposal to regulate privately owned 
parking in the CBD. 
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• Prior to the commencement of the regulation of private car parks, to provide 
the community with information relating to imminent changes. 

 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
As required by the NTTRs. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
A. THAT  Report Number 09C0101 AF:kl entitled Regulating Private Parking be 

received and noted. 
 
B.   THAT Council commences negotiations with third parties regarding the 

enforcement of parking regulations on private property. 
 
C. That Darwin City Council pursuant to Section 32 (2) of the Local Government 

Act 2008 hereby delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power to enter 
into agreements with third parties regarding the enforcement of parking 
regulations on private property in consideration of:  

 
• thresholds of usage 
• perception of public benefit 
• type of car park 
• value of location 
• design factors such as co-location 
• level of service to the community 
• availability of Council resources 
• service being cost neutral to Council 
• any other factor relevant to a specific site. 
 

 
 
ANNIE FARRELL                                            JOHN BANKS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER    GENERAL MANAGER 
 COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES 
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Community Services Committee Meeting - Monday, 15 June, 2009 
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10 SISTER CITIES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
10.1 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Nil  
 
 
 
 
 
10.2 OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 
Nil  
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11 GENERAL BUSINESS 
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