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Trust me I am a health care worker!  



• Established 50 years ago – has paid staff in Canberra who lobby federal government 
• Two thousand members  
• Members consist of health professionals of all disciplines, researchers, 

epidemiologists 
• Publishes ‘Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health’ 
• Organises regular conferences, events 

Public Health Association of Australia  

Advocacy Capacity Building Policy Development 



World Economic Forum 
 
www.weforum.org/reports/t
he-global-risks-report-2019 





Where do we get our energy from? 

 

Lancet Countdown 2018 



Fossil fuels harm health 

Lancet Countdown Report 2019 



The NTG Climate Change Response- Business as usual? 

Recognises the real economic 
opportunities of renewable energy and 
Indigenous carbon farming, BUT: 
 
• No binding emission reduction targets 
• No legislated implementation (Climate 

Change Act)  
• Way still open for rising gas emissions 
• No sector plans or recommendations 

(e.g. Health) 
 
 



Do no harm? 



 



 



 



 



Extreme prolonged heat 

Lancet Countdown Report 2019 



Vulnerable people 



National, state, city 
plans… 





Broad support and concern 





Possible Adaptation Measures 
1. Leadership and governance—plan and implement responsible, evidence-based, locally 
relevant climate change adaptation. 
2. Building the preparedness and ability of the health services sector and the community to 
respond to climate threats to health. 
3. Specific public health measures—evaluating specific vulnerabilities in the population and 
implementing appropriate measures to reduce avoidable illness and deaths. 
4. Risk management and legal liability—ensuring the operational and strategic plans of all 
facilities and services acknowledge and reflect risks of climate change. 
5. Research, data and evaluation—guiding policy and decision-making through research and 
climate-health risk surveillance to understand risks, vulnerabilities and effective strategies. 
6. Economics and financing—ensuring that financing decisions to support climate change 
related programs and initiatives include assessment of all the relevant health costs and 
benefits associated with climate change and adaptation. 

See Human Health and Wellbeing Climate Change Adaptation 
Plan for Queensland 



7. Collaboration across agencies, sectors and stakeholder groups—
ensuring that government agencies, peak bodies, and industry and 
professional associations and service providers work together to 
achieve climate change adaptation and sustainability goals. 
8. Education and communication—developing communication, 
education and training initiatives that inform and build capacity across 
the health and wellbeing workforce, policymakers and the wider 
community to respond to the health impacts of climate change. 
9. Policy, regulation and legislation—providing policy certainty for 
services, sectors and industries to guide decisions and investment for 
effective climate change adaptation. 
10. Infrastructure, technology and service delivery—investing in 
climate-resilient infrastructure, technology and service design to avoid 
delayed costs and ensure service integrity. 
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